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THlE CRUCIFIXION 0F CHRIST.

That Christ -%as crucificd is a fat-a wcll attested fact. In-
deed no fact cau be better attested. Thougli mauy who were
Christ's contemporarics wrote and especially preced cuuicerning
him, bis work on earth, and bis deatli on the Cross, none of thecir
opponeunts, (and they had many) ever attemipted to deny tise facts,
of whieh they testified. The saine remiark snay bc nmade with
respect to those whio, in thse imnicdiatcly suceecding qgvn
dicatcd flic Saviour's cause, and preachied bis gospel. Just as
tise Jew'ishi Sanhiedrirn could not deny that " a notable mir-
acle" was wrought on tise laine man, whio uscd to sit at tise gae
of tise temple callcd Be-autiful, asking abuns, so flot the bitterest
of Clirist's ecmies, could deny tisat lie lived, wrouglit msiracles
aad ied ou the Cross. The supposition tiat, elu'istianity
is a cuuuiingiy dcviscd fable is thse most untenable of all sup-
positions. WThen men originate impostures they have, and msust
have, somne scîfisis ends in view. But it is impossible to conceive
of any tempo ai advantage which tise first prcachers of Christian-
ity gaiued or could expeet to gain, from preaehing tise crucifixion
Of Christ. They muust have kuown that what they prcached would
be " a stumbling-bloek" to tise Jew, and would appear " foolisis-


