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s2 THE CHRISTIAN BANNER.

ir the ear.” Now here is the ground uptorn with sudden violence
4hat the full.grown ouk may be planted, or that it may reesive into
ite hosom the spreading roots of grain ready for tho sickle. * The
Kingdom of God,” saya the greut Teacher, - isas if & man should
cast secd into_the good ground, and should sleep and rise night and
day, and the seed should spring aud grow up he knoweth vot how.”
It is the simpte gospel which is sown in the heart. and not, as secetari-
ans imagine. complete and elabto.ate aystems of theology It is with
this proposition and its proofs. that God first weets the rim er and it
i8 in its cordial reecption that the latter finds the grace and werey of
God. Oh ! that the sectariun world could thus contemplate thie eau-
tiful simplicity of the truth. as oniginally presented by Christand his
Apostles, and, adopting it-as the true grourd of Christian union. could
be induced to forsake for it those coufused nud complicated systems
which have no power either to save sinners or to unite sauts.

The sbove observations are designed for those who may, at first
view, suppose this basis of union too narrow, aud to centain too little,
while, in truth. it contains all, and is the very germ from which the
whole Christian institution proceeds. Bat tlicre are cuv.lers who
may object, on the other hand. that it contaius or vather implies too
wmuch ; involving questions about which men w.lt differ.  They will
say that there.are not ovly in the above propos tion itself. busa the
preliminary knowledge which it supposes, many matters abant which
men may and do disagree ; and that this formula, then. however sim-
ple and coucise it may appear, may. nevertheless, give risetto debate
and division  Itis tiue, that men have started a great many ques-
tions respecting the nature and attributes of God ;. about the charac
ter and suuship of Christ; the wmethod. object, and extent of the at-
tonement, &, &c, and thatsome of the warest veligions disputes
are apon these very topies. But they are either nutaughit wiestions,
with which we have nothing to do, (for we bave no business woth any
questions which are not mooted in the Bible ) ¢r they arve vain épecu-
lations upon watters utterly beyond the reacls of the linwan intellve,
ar, lastly. tiey are sublime truths. which can be fully unfolicd only
in the cuapters of Christian knowledge.and experience and in segard
to which we bave no right to demand, in advance, even that arisunt
of kuawledye which the Scriptures themselves furnish when faliv ox-
ploved.. All these disputes, in suort. are about docirines, wutelicctusl
conceptions abstract truths ; but the Christian faith bas resyect io
facts, by which we do not mean troths delivered. but things really
and actually performed and attested by witnesses.  There ave indeed
some general truths. which we must suppose the mind 1o have'received
before it conld possibly apprebend the gospel facts.  For iustanee, it
must have admitted the . being of God. But all such fundawe..tal
und elementary truth here required. is either s(f evident or ofsuch a
nature that it cannot be supposed absent from the wind.  Hence the
Bible newhere attempta to prove the existence of God. [t begink
by declaring the facts, that © God cicated the beavens and the
eatth.” but it tales for granted the elemcutary truth, thit thero isa
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Now, the preat preposition on which the Cliritian Tnstitutien vasts,
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