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GOING WITH THE MAJORITY.

BY VIE EDITOR.

T is a trite sayingt that God lias given us a complex nature; but thiere
is a closely related truth inot so generally ,tpprelietided,-iiaii(,ly,
that everythiig withi wNhich -«e have to do here touches soie of

* ~ the secret springs of that comiplex nature, and leads to courses of
action that, shape the destiny of the soul. In the naterhdl uni.
verse there is a process of developinent coTstaIltly "go11" on; cand

this is true niot oiily of the universe as a wliole, but of eachi particular creature
or tiiiin it. Pevelopinent, properly understood, sinmply mneans the unfold-
ing of that -which wla previously folded up. Cowp)ers Unes upon the Yardley
Oakz express the idea exactly.

"Thou wwst a auble once, a cîîp and ball
Wlichl bahes iniglt pla withi ; aud the tii'ishi jay,
Sccking lier food, vitli ease iniit liave puriloiined
The auburn îîut thiat licld thc, swahlowiiug down
Thy yet elose folded latitude of bouylîs,
And ail thiy einbryo va.stncss iit a. gutl)."

Thle resuits of tclîis unfolding process depend upon two thiing(s,-thce bise
from Nvhich the developinent proceeàs, and the external influences wvhich mnay
xnodify thalt development as it gyoes on. Tiue first determines thie natque, tiie
second the foiin, of the develcpinent. It is a universal law that everythiiug
develops in accordance with its own nature. If the nature is good, the de-
velopment wvill be fromn good to better; if the nature is evii, the development
-wil be fromn bad to '%vorse, iunless there are powert'i counteractiugc agrenci es by
wvhich its direction rnay be modified or chianged. Thiere is no finite power
which caxi cause the oakz to develop inito a cedar, or thie bulb of a hiyacinthi to
unfold into a primirose; but extertial. influences may entirely change Uhe foi-in
of the tree, and careful cultivation inay even change Uni tinti ng of the ilower.

These facts hiave a peculiar force -%vheni applied to liuman life and experi-
ence. The unfolding process goes on in inid and morals, as weIl as ini
nature, and the hunian ]eart is of ail thingys xnost susceptible of external,
influences. It is very apt to, take its hue, chaineleon-like, fromi its sur-
roundings, and, like wax, to retain wvhatever image mnay be inipressed upon it.
More especially is this truc when its surroundings are unfavorable to purity
and grodliness; for in lhumaxi nature the development starts fromn a base that
is not good, and thuis, very often, both the internai. impulse and the outward
influences combine to pervert the character and the life. In view of ai thlis,
the importance of guarding against influences that are injurious, and of culti-
vating wvhatever will aid in the deveiopmnent of a symmietrical Chiristian, life,
cannot easiIy be overstated.

Thiere is one particular tendency of huma» nature to wvhichi I wisli to
irefer ini this counection, that is, the tenidency to foilow blindiy the exaniple of
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