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LESSONS FOR juN2f'.

EIRST SABBATH.

SuaJECT:-Santue the Judqe, ' sd Sam. 7
5-12. Golden Text, Prov. Il,* Il. l'arallel
pasiages, Gea. 18, 2p. Job12, 8. James 5,
:15-6.

la verses 5 6 we have the account of a day
of'fastinq and humiliation. We rened nothing
of Samuel till this tinte front the beginning of
Cliap. 4th, but -%e may suppose that lie had
bcèn labouriag incessantly to tura his coun-
trymen from. their idolatry, and probably
préachiug repentance and reformation in al
paits ofthe land. The Spirit blessed bis cf-
torts, and In v. 4th we are told that the Isracl-
it<is forsook their idols and tuiraed again to
the Lord. A national feaàt waàs proclamed-
frcim aI p arts of.ihe.1land the people assemblcd.
atlfipéh-and Samuel, as their mouth piece,
cotfessed their sins and prayeà for pardon and
aceptance. The drairing and pouring out of
,watersùeenis to bave indicated their sense nf
national corruption, of their need of tèiat Puri-
licatiôa of which wvater is an einbleni; »and ot
thcîi, need to pour out thieir hearts in repea-
tatîèe before God. From the stateaient that
Ssiiiuel judged lsrael in blizpeh, we may in .
fer'that h e wasat this tinte instailed as chief
ruler, sud that lie commenced bis administra-
tida, by a gencral reforrn of ail publie abuses.

IXn verse 7th'ive bave aitalarm ofwcar. The
.Philistines, hcaring t.hat the Taraclites had as-
sei4bbed, and dreadlng an attack, determned
to:hiiticipate thent and to assault thent Ia
their own land. ¶hey 'who are theinselves
cou;4cious of evil designs, are ever ready to
stup'ect others. The lsraelites, having met
for iligious ivorship, ivere flot prebared for
wàr, 'and irere greatly alarmcd. It -would-
seent 8trange to thent that this great trouble
shbùld.overtake'theui whea thevivcrc retura-
ing, to Ood, but thus lie oftea tAes his people.
But troubles are blessings in dilsguise. isvil
li're seemcd to corne out of good, but good
reilly camfe ont of tti evil. 1 bis attack led
to *a. victory on the part of lsrael, -which. gave
pea.ce and prospcrity to thent, snd weakened
thôir enemies for many years.

In verses 8 and 9 we h ave the be.st national
defence. Uniprcpared with anas, they were
otherwise, though*they kacw it notý Nvell pre-
pared. They had fsed and humbled thent-
selves before God. Their previous experience
had tauglit them that armns, courage, and diq:
cipline, werc of no ai-ail withont God's favour.
So they call on Samuel to, pray for thent. sud
lie cried to the Lord and offered sacrifice,
thousands 3f' hearts, we doubt net, bciag
poui:ed out iià private supplication . Note their
nbbaicnee to Samuel, and their reliance on

*1132. So,,ought we, ia national snd private
troluble to trust in Christ, and seek Bis intér-
cession. His love, wisdom, and power with

Goare greater than those of Samuel, arïd
*ha ifitéeda4hLýgroad of a 6re prcious
and all.prevà.iling sàerifice.

la vcrýesi(thand lth ve have a g1orious,
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tiictor!J. God acceptesi their sacrifice a!4
aaswered their prayer. MVen tihe batd,
began, Ho sent a terrible thuader storin-; i
ivo cannot doubt that the lielhtaizigs fiànhe
amidst the host of the Philistines in such &
way as to terrify and bewilder theui, and îo
encourage snd stimulato thq Israelites.
great n'as the saugliter that the Philist
were readered powcrless during the ixhé
period of Samaucils rub. Contrant witi V'
the result of the batties described in
4tin. The Ark of God wae thea fa the ni
but theo love of God snd of bis laws vas not
their hearts. Then Ritusiism preývaiied-
they were moved byprincaples and e-
io ns truly religiouns. lÏa ecd case rec,
y the defent and the victory wiere certaini,

Lastly, in verse l2th we have the grat
celebration of God's wotnderful goodea
stone fa set up, to testify to-future gene
Clint Ilhitherto the Lord bath lselped ns.e'

WVc learn rrom this lesson, fiant, thit
tional rcformnatioa brings national blesâ
secondly, tiiat God'fàvotr is the best deto
agaiaist national calamities.

SECOND SAI3BATIL
SunJEc:-A King desired, 1 Samn.$8:

Golden Text, Psalmi 118: 9.
Ia coanection crit tic besson rend

17: 14-20, sud 1 Samn. Il: 4-15.
Saxnucl's two sons, JocI and bitb,

judges in Israei, but they wereu uauscja
(v. 3) pervertiag judgmentto satitynbeizsh
cupidity. As inight have been expectsd
,people were dissatisfied vith thoir co-ý5
sud tlnrou&h the eiders they exprMWe
dissatisfaction to Samuel at Ramabl.
they go furthor, they suggest, nay liv s
Chat a king ba given tient, iastead fj
They doa't wiant the ùnjustjudges
aad.justjudges put in their place; tey
govermnent by a kingra thr th
ment by judges. It is plain t the
dissatistied, flot Qnly with the . isningj P
(they baad reason to, lie dissatsie -th 5
bilt 'with tic order-of judges. They

chne, snd this ivas 'the time toast
An a hiags -were there vas saine 0

reason in their askiag for il. But tko
reason -was flot Uhe corraptuess of S
sons, but the desire. toi be like the
round about. Vs. 19 and 20 ePrt
plaialy. They mmidc the existing iii
mnatter8,'which wan no douit ild 0c
pretext to ask for and urge Chat on
their hearts n'as set; and that*nhibi 'I
must have knowa it- was aoC tihe infi a
tey siould have. È s
V. 6.-Samnel is displeased inhenin

their request. But bike a good -bd
Uic niatter b)eforeé tic.-Lord. -The'laM- Il
andaswverjmm,ý(v. 7>. And 4is
this: Let tic people .bave Cheireva.

tieg hv&ain ~heir ownchI '
let them *know waina sort of a kiriglt~
how ho wvii l e mâd opprcutEas is
otier word» Gàd?s .aaswer was: L9, d
Pic set iaithei owz 1'ay, thc'ivnal..
tiey are détermined'tô&act but; let O
takoe coniç ùancto hirai

xviii.
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