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witli a suddcu joy as Sile 'outs lier ttea-
sures, and laying tîxein nt tue feet of Jesus
in a song." Throughi tîxe fine prose trats-
lation of the Te Detiot in the prayer Loolz of
the Churcluh of Enlgland, its phrases hlave
become famiiiar as houseltold words.-
IITue glorious cotupatîy of the aposties
praise tltee. The goedly fciioùvslip of tîte
prophects praise thice. Miecn thon lîadst
overcomne tîxe sliarpncss of deatix, thon didst
open tltckitîgdomn of lcaven to ill believers
Iiow soleinti and meiodious dlicte noble
-words!

Tîte early Latin Hymns are of a ltigh
order, and possess pectîliar cliatms.-
Strcngtiî, tnajesty, pîower arc tîteir most
striking ebtîracteristies. Writtcn in tîte
sonorous Speech of Rome, thev ]tave tome-
thing of the imperial digîîity of that stately
langruage. Yct, as Augustine tells lis, tltey
-%vere net confined te Clixurclu or Cadîedtiii
service, but wvcre Mrnnmured by thc.ipeople
at thecir wvoirk and in tîteir homes, and stîg
in grand chotuscs in tîte great congregation,
giving- voice te flic praises and tanksgiving
of tlue wiiole people. Dean Mitaus'VS,
in Ixis Latin Chîristianity, "las a wluole, dx)e
hytnnologyv ot the Latini Cliureli lias a sin-
gulariy solitnn and tuajestie toule. It lias
an inidescribable sympathy witli the religri.
ons entetions, even of tliose îvlose daily
service it dees muet constitute a part. Its
profound rcligiotsncss lias a cluarni for
foreign cars, wlicrever tilere is ne stema or
passionate resistance to its power.'" The
common opinion regarding the Latin
Hymns is, titat tlucy are SO deeply taitîted
witiu tîxe errors and suxperstitions of the
Clînrelu of lomr3, titat aIl goed Protestants
slîouid abluor tîten. TItis is a grreat unis-
tAize. In reîulity tine greater part: of the
Latin Hlymns ivere %vrittcn before the word
Popery wvas ever devised. It is as wve de-
scendj thc Stream of timte tîxat WCe flnd errors
and supersthios ni uliplying-tic worship
of M~ary antI the adoration of saits and
martyrs. In the carly Latin Hlymns tîtete
is nue trace of tîtese. The doctrine cf tîte
cross, the triat tiat sustains the licart in
life and dentli is Aily cnnnciated, and Chxrist
alotie is lueid rip as the source of pardon,
grace, and cternai. life. Trust in the Lamb

of God is flot wcakzencd or obscured by
bcing sharcd in hy -.aint or angel. There
is no reason then why wc should close our
cars against thc words of those grand old
singers-against the lofty strains of Amn-
brose, Jerorme, Ililtry and thieir strong fel.
loîv-bolicvcrs, whose verso pessesses quali-
tics that, fit it to aid believers in every ag-e.

There is one hymn that flnds a place iii
ail Our modern books of sacrcd song-one
whose excellence is se univcrsnily n'dmitted
that it )las been suit- for a tliotisîn'd yenirs,5

iii catiledmal and chapel-in poor nns Ixuts
and lordly halls. I ref or to the weil-known

Veni Cr-cator Spiritus."
"Creator Spirit, by whosc nid
The world's foundations tirât were laid,
Corne visit every htumble immd;
Corne pour tie joya on all tnîckind;
Frein sin and ,soirow set lis free,
And niakze us temples worthy ilîce."

Two clalînants appear for the authorship)
of the original l'atin hymn. Que of these
is Gregory the Grent, Bishop of Rome
towards the close of tîce sixtîs century.-
England lias reason to, remiember the name
of Gregory wvitlî gratitude. hIe first formcd
the design of adding tîtat isiaud to the do-
mains of christendom, nti despatchied thc
rnonk Augustine on lus mission of mercy
to our pagan forefathers. On muisic and
psaimody lie bestowed especiai care, and
iLitrodnccdl a new mode of chanting whieli
stili bears his name, sornewhat; richer than
that; of Ainbrosc. The other claimant of
the ltymn is txe greatemperor Charlemagne.
Another Latin hyma, also an invocation of
the Iloiy Spirit, was composcd by KCing
Robert the second of France, about the
commencement of the cievcnth century.-
Dean Trench, iu lus Il Sacred Latin Foetry,"
calîs this Itym I "the iovelicst of ail the
hymas iii the whoie circle of Latin poetry."
I cati only mention, in addition, the naines
of Venantius Fortntus and the vouera-
bic Bede as the autiiors of hymns, soute
few of whicli have renchced us.

A few words on lNedi.%evai lytnns must
now suffice. One of tîxe noble, centrai
figtires of the Middill Ages wvas St. Ber-
nard of Clairvaux. During- the latter haif
of tite twelfth ceutury, tue great events of
Christian lxistory cluster arouud titis maxn,
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