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FHRISTIAN THOUGHT.

WHO IS ANTICHRIST ? christ. But there are these two fatal
BY DB. 7'AYLOR, MONTREAL. objections to the opinion that this par-

iThe thoughts follow'ing, being an extract onage le t be noue of t'hm
ïrom a Synod sermon, demand our attention iero'-i ths tmp e of t
es the last1printeduttrance of a man, (the late
Dr. Taylor of Montreal) who lived in active second, that, whereas it is evident from
work for a great many years in a city vrhich the context in flue chapter fIat the
,laims to be the Rone of Popery on thiS Con- Apostie le speaking of some one who
tinent, and who therefore knew whereof he af- had not made hic appeaxance st the
rrnied when he asserted that the Pope is Anti-

-christ.-Ed. o. 0. M.] .. ine of wriflug, but Was sf11 future;
2 Thess. ii. 4.-Who opposeth and exalteth hira- the oimrageous ams of the Roman

-self above ail that is caied God, or that is wor- Emperors were matters of history long
shipped; so that ho as God sittoth in the temple
of God, showing himself that ho is God. before his day. We thini it not iu-

This is a very remarkable prediction. probable, however, that in dra5 wing
It has attracted the notice of the flue picture, he had these Emperors iu
students of Scripture from the earliest hie eye; perlapa, fhey suggestea soue
times down to the present day. To of the traits; perhaps, if was ie de-
-enumerate the books that have been sign to teach fIat Antichrist would re-
written, and give even an outline of semble them-would have sore con-
the various theories of interpretation nexion with fhem-would, iA fact, be
that have been put forth, would itseif their successor. But with the elcop-
form a large volume. Those interpre- fion of these Emperors, let me ask you
ters, that have any right to be re- to cast your eye back over the whole
garded as Evangelical, have been gen- compass of hisfory, sacred or profane,
erally of the opinion thatit is Antichrist and tell me if you can find a single
that is here spoken of under the names personage, to whom even tIe heM of
of " the man of sin," and the " son of these characteristics are se applicable,
perdition;" but who Antichrist is, or as the wîole of them are te the Head
where he is to make his appearance, of fhe Roman Ohurch?
,or what are his characteristics 9 I put First Identification: Antichrist je
it to yourself, or to the judgment of fhe opponent of Christ; so are the
any candid man, whether there is any Popes of Rome in fleir office as the
other personage to whom these char- Heàis of fhe Papal system. For fIat
acters can possibly apply, except the system deprives Christ of fIe place of
Popes of Rome, as the Hiead and Rep- honour and autîority whichbelongs fo
resentative of the Roman Church. I hi as sole King and Hedeemer. If
may possibly be reminded of the Pagan opposes hi= lu ai hic offices, of
Roman Emperors, whose claims were prophet, priest and king. If sup-
almost equally blasphemous. And I presses fIe word. of Christ, or even
admit that many of the early Fathers commande it to be casf uto fIeflames,
believed that the Apostle did refer, i and neyer alows it te have ay otheÉ
this passage, to the Emperor Nero, meaning flan the Pope je pleased to
whose wickedness was so enormous; asciga to if. Christ aims to be the
and, when Nero died vithout fulfilling only «Alediator betreen Goa and men,
their expectations, they supposed he but the Churdl of Rome declaTes the
w-ould rise again from the dead, and flere are many other media ,n
appear lu fIe true claracter of Anti- lut point f practice, makes les uo f

Empero: Firs, tha none f the
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