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war over, aiid though it has emptied some
places that can niever be filled on this side
of Paradise, Stil there is joy in English
homes and tearts over the peace that bas
brooded down once more. The troops who
had been ordered hastily to the rescue have
returned again. On a certain day they are
gathered together amid welcoming crowds,
while their Queen herself decorates thé best
and bravest of them with the famous Victoria
Cross. One af ter another they stand before
Her Majesty to receive it. Lastly, there
strides up a tai], stalwart young ofilcer, bis
blue eyes loking out, clear and stedfast, from
bis bronzed face. He is a conspicuous sol-
dier, and is well known by name to the great
concourse of people around for a heroic act
of bravery. But royal eyes look pitifully at
the enipty coat-sleeve hanging by bis left
side; pitifully, for our Queen, they say, feels
ber soldiers' wounds la lier own heart. It
Is Skip himself, and standing near is a proud
and happy group, through each of whom runs
a thrill; hot and then cold, as he bends low
that bis sovereign's hands may reach bis
breast. The Dene Hurst boys and 'girls have
grown to man and womanhood, and in .their
midst stands tbe gentle, soft-eyed mother
who strove ber best.to bring them up in the
'fear and admonition of the Lord.' There
is Sir Oliver, the chief of the clan, a fine,
tail man, whose body bas managed to grow
up to -match bis big head. No longer the
stupid Noll of old, the young baronet is a
member of Parliament no less. - Pressing
close upon him are two eager twin faces be-
longing to Castor and Poli, now Oxford men.
the 'other boys likewise have shot up, and
ln the dainty young lady between them we
recognize Bunchy herself. It was only last
week that Miss Wentworth went to Court
to make -her curtsey at the Queen's drawing.
Toom, in feathers, and satin-train., Now ber
shy eyes reverently watch the sovereign
decorating the brave brother whose name
Bunchy is so proud to bear. But, perhaps,
proudest and gladdest of ail is the bent,
wrinkled woman peering from behind her
ladyship, the -old nirse whom the Went-
worths still call 'Nurse Tweedy.'

'My dears,' se quavers, when the great
ceremony is over, 'ourMaster Reggle earned
bis Victoria Cross over and over again, when
he was but a little boy;- thank God I've been
spared to see:hilm wear it!'-M. B. Manwell.

Good Humored People.

Those who are always good-humored are
very useful persons in this world, by diffus-
ing a generous cheerfulness among ail wvho
approach them. Habitual viyacity bas the
recommendation of not only its own plea-
surable feelings, but it has a sanitary bene-
fit, for it keeps the blood in proper circula-
tion, quickens the understanding, and even
helps, digestion. Indeed, it conduces to
long life,.,while, on the other band, the habit
of yielding to and fostering radness .o heart
embitters and . shortens the days of the
young. It is well said by Solomon that ' a
merry heart doeth good like a medicine; but
a broken spirit drieth the bones.'

The Story of the Purple Codex.. I am busy just now. Cometo me at my bouse
the day after to-morrow at noon, and we will(By Professor A. L. Long, D.D., Vice-Presi- then talk about tis.' The young

dent of Robert College, Constantinople, whom. I had never seen before, looked some-in 'Sunday-School Times.') what hesitant. I quietly said, 'Yo 1:iow, of
(Continued from last week.) course, who I am and you are not unwilling

Tradition bas occupied ltself only with to trust me.' 'Ail right' said he, and polite-
the history of the ancient relic, and so f ails ly took his leave. For two hours I was busied
to gratify our curiosity.concerning the fate with pressing duties, so that I -eould not
of the poor, widow. and ber goat after their even glance at the precious leaf.. Only .the
mysterious supply of food was thus sudden- expert can understand how that envelope
ly eut off. It is to be hoped that for the-re- seemed to burn in my pocket. -The thought
mainder of her days she was tenderly cared of having .actually in my pocket a sample
for as one of the 'widows indeed' of the leaf of a six-century manuscript of the Gos-
church thus enriched ,by ber misfortune. pels was constantly uppermost in my mind.

Years rolled by. Generation after gener- At length my duties were ended, and I
ation came and passed on -to 'the land of hurried home and seated myself at my table
no return,' and the old volume still remain- for the critical examination of the fragment.
ed in the sacred coffer of the humble village The size of the -folio was thirty-two by
church. No prying archaeologist had cast bis twenty-six centimeters, text 'twenty-two by
covetous eye upon it, or reported its exist- ten centimeters; two columns of sixteen lines
ence and whereabouts to the scientifle world. each,>space between the lines equal to height
At length the bishop of the diocese happens of the letters, or six millimeters. The added
to visit the village, and learns incidentally letters at the end of the line were small un-

%of the existence of the venerable relie. He cials ef tic rame type as tie other letters.
spends somle time in examining it privately, There vrc no capital.letters, but thc initiais
and becomes evidently iaterested in it. He were simply set out one space to tic left.
soon makes another visit, and spends the I copied first with pen and afterwards pie-
night in the bouse of one of the chief men tograpbed thc two pages. Thc plotograpl,
of the village. In the evening he calls the owing te tic color and to thc crumpled
priest,, and orders him to bring to hmti c state of tic original, was n quite satis-
old Gospel. in order that he may usé it in factory, but it sufficed te slow thc general
bis private devotions. Tic booka is brougtat chaaeshr o the letters. The text contain-
ad -delivered into bis bauds. His rever- cd itThe e two pages was Luke xviii.,14. I
enec6 reccives during the niglit soiwe urgent made sp note o u ti itacisms nd the va-
message, rendering it necessary -for hlm te auts upn tiiese two pages, and teroted care-
start upo bis journey vcry early- in' th u to paleegrapic to aracteristies o! trh
moxing. In the ur o! p-clinig, 'tcold ,writngt I then consulted what authoritiedvolume is accidentally put into the p i n , cotion

factowry, ut itsuffid t ow thegenra

andladed upo the mule and carrie d ff. upob 'umid t at the volume reprcsnted-
Tee'priest discovers, te bisghorromr, tat te aby tsanple f co suld bc ne other tai
'talisman' oh bis cureh s ene.le liastile fthe original volumeont f whbct c ov te
summons cidna hau!tndoze -t olw t paiinge f el- r, and tbat many years ago,tiose four
lows, armed- with stout cudgels, and -sends leaves in the British Museum, -those two
them in swift pursu-it. They are lucky leaves in the..Vienna. Library, and: those six
enough to intercept the episcopal caravain in in the Vatican, which with thirty-three more
a mountain pass, and, -without great difil- found in Patmos and reported by Sakellion,
culty, they succeed in 'persuading' the bis- in al forty-five leaves, were catalogued as
hop to surrender the coveted prize. one volume by Tischend.orf under the desig-

This incident, together with the evidences nation Codex N Purpureus, and dating froin
of many leaves having been previously ai- the -latter part of the sixth century. This
stracted from the volume, aroused the lead- opinion. I -expressed in a confidential note
ing men of the village to the necessity of written thht same evening to my friend Pro-
greater caution in guarding their treasure. fessor Gregory of Leipsic.
It was consequently kept with much great- The appointed-time arrived, and the young
er strictness than before. At length two of man made his appearance. He told me that
the 'epitropes,' or trustees, who lad travelled he was net autlorized te Soi, but tiat li
as far as Stamboul, and seen something of liad been sent te me fer my opinion o! the
the world,. were incited with the- desire- of book, and niy estimate o! its value; ln. short,
seeing, something done for the education of te ask how much I was wiiling to give for
the youth of the village, and the idea struck it. I rcalized at once tic difficulty of Uic
them that perhaps this old volume might be situation, and thc neccssity o! secrecyla
put to a practical use. In' short, they ventur- negetiation. My great desire being te secure
ed to .think of selling it. They had te ro- for America thisvolume, I did net dare t
ceed, however, very cautiously, lest their announce tic discery. I ticught it qulte
ignorant townsmen should be aroused against possible also tiat others were in possession
their project, and might possibly use with o! the same secret. I saw tint tic expecta-
them the saine wooden arguments which fions o! tic hoîders e! tic treasure were
they had used so effectively-with the bishop. very bigi, and, if a purclase wcrc effected,
They..secretly took out a sample leaf from it would oaly be witb a goil round sui.
the book, and, folding it twice, put it Into To raise tic sui required witbout publicity
an envelope, and sent it to one of their as a dificult problem. la tic meantire,
townsmen then in the capital on business. 1 labored with tic hope o! gctting tic parties

It was in the summer of. 1892 when this te naie a defluite price fer tic volume, and
young man appeared before me and mysteri- tins give me the refusal for its purchase.
ously handed me the envelope containing They were tee wary te lie caught.
the. vellum leaf. I saw a leaf of the thin- Thc story e! tic iargaining 12 tea long ta
nest kind of vellum almost like 'gold-baters' e atr anter My
skin,' of a dark reddish-purple color, the offers lad ben rcjected, and I md paused
letters square, upright unciais, and. ln sil- te consîder tic question ef ways and mens.
ver while the sacred names. of God,. Christ, 1 uucxpectcdiy recelved frei Bishop Wblt-
etc., abbreviated as usual, were in gold. I taker, wia had been earncst]y rcqucstedby
glanced hastily over both. sides of. the leaf; my !riend, Professer Hilprct, te abtain Uic
my hand trembled with excitement .I fold- precieus codex for the library o! tic. Bpis-
ed up the precious document, replaced it in copal Scminary e! Piladc]pbia, a check-fer
the envelope, and gravely put It in my poc- six lundrcd pounds sterling, and a requcst
Icet, sayriuE te tic Young man, 'hou sec tiat tint a seuure tic ma euscript at once. Thus


