NORTHERN MESSENGER.

SCHOLAR’S NOTES.

(From International Question Book.)

Btudies In the Acts of tho Apostles,

LESSON 1V.—JANUARY 2.
PAUL GOING TO JERUSALEM.—ACTS 21:1-14.
CoMnIT VERSES 12.14,
GOLDEN TEXT.
The will of the Lord be done.—Acts 21: 14,
CENTRAL TRUTH.

We “hould be faithful to duty, no matter
what tue danger or difficulty in the way.

DAILY READINGS.

M. Acts2l: .14,

T. Acts 8:26-40, .

W. ActsIlL;:10.80. -
Th. Matt.10:1749,

F.  fLukef:51.62

8a. Matt. 26:31-40.

8u, 2 gor. 4:1-18,

Time.~Paul left Miletus on Monday, April 24,
A.D. 58, .

PAOT.—Aged 50, near the close of his third
great missionary journey. .

INTRODUCTION.—After the touchlng inter-
view with the elders of Iiphesus at Mlletus,
Paul and his compunions resume thelr journey
to Jerusalem, '

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

1. Wr-Paul, Luke, Trophimus (v. 20), Arister-
chus (27:2). Timothy went back to Iiphesus.
Coos (or Cos)—n rmall island 40 miles south of
Miletus, Rnopms—an island and a city fifty
mileg south.enst of Cocs, PATARA--a senport
o! Lycla on the mainland, opposite Rhoder,
2. PHENTCIA—A country of Syria, north-west of
Palestine, on the coast. Its chief e¢llies are
Tyreand Sidon, 3 DISCOVERED~—came in sight
of, CYPRUS~a lnrge island south of Asin Minor,
SyYrrA—The country on the east of the Medi-
terraneas, of which Palestine isa part. 4. Wiro
SATD THROUGHU THE SPIRIT—the Spirlt in.
tormed them of the dangers threatening Paul,
and they {nferred that he should not go to Jeru-
&alem, 7. PToLEMAIS—Aa city on the coast, an-
ciently called Accho, now Acre, named after
Ptolemy Soter, king of Xgypt, B0, 10. It is§0
miles routh of Tyre. 8. CAME UNTO CESAREA—
by land. They finished thelr voyage at Ptole-
mals. CESAREA-the chief Koman city of Pa-
lestine, 47 miles north-west of Jerusalem,
PHILIP, THE EVANGELIST--0r missionary. ONE
OF THE SEVEN (DEACONS)—(Acts 6:5.) 9. PRO-
PHECY-()) foretell; (2) tospeuk or preach the
word od puts in their hearts, 10, MANY DAYS
—rathar, more days, more than they expected
to., AGABUS~who Is nientloned in Acts 11: 28,
11, BOoUND HIS OWN (AGABUS') HANDS AND
FERT—'*‘['hisg served to place the event forolold
more vividly befare them; the scene, being
thus acted out before ‘theireyes, was rendered
present, real, beyond what any mere verbal
declaration could have made it,” 12, WE BE-
SOUGHT HIM—This explaing v. 4. 13, Paul was
sel on going to Jerusalem because it was(1)a
great opportunity to' meet great numbers of
Christiang at the feast;(2) he could declare
there what God had done for the Gentlles; (5)
this would unite the two greal parties in the
chureh,—the Jewish and the Gentlle; (4) this
would be aided by the coutributions he brought
for the poor ; (5) by the incoming of the Gentiles
he could hope to win bis own country near to
Christ. )

QUESTIONS.

INTH ~~UCTORY,—Where was Paul at the time
of our l=st two lessons? Doing what? What
year and what season of the year? How old
was 1’aul? On which of his great misslonary
Journeys ?

SUBJECT : FAITHFULNESS IN THE PATH
OF DUTY.

1. PAUL'S OBIECT IN GOING TO JERUSALEM.—~
Whera was Paul going? 'What was one of his
objects? (Acts 24:17; 1 Cor. 16:8, 4.) How
would this help to unite the Jewish and Gentile
portion of the church ? To.refute what calum-
nies may have anothar object? (Agcts 21:21.)
For whose sake did he endure all things?
(v. 13.)

11, T g DIscipLES AT TYRE,~A TEMPTATION
T0 TURN ASIDE (v8. I-7,—Trace out the journey
from Miletus to Tyre. Give a brief account of
Coos, Rtbhodes, Patara, Tyre. Who were Paul's
companions? How long did they remain at
Tyre? How did these disciples’ try to persuade
P#ul not. to go on? Did the Holy Spirit really
forbid him to go, or only show him the dan-
gors 1n the way 2 How I8 this shown inw. 11?
Was this a severe temptation? Was it re-
sisted ?

I11I. TiE PROPHETS AT CESAREA.—A SECOND
TEMPTATION (vs. 7-1¢),—Trace out the course
from "Pyre to Cesarea. Give a brief account of
Ptolemals, Cesarca. Whero did they stop at
Cesaren? What can you tell about Philip?
(Acts §:8.6; 8:2640.) What Is sald of his
family 2 Meanlog of prophesy? Where was
such ‘prophesying forotold? (Acts 2:17; Joel
2:48, 2.) How does this agree with 1 Cor.
14:84; 1Tim, 2: 122 Whatlight does thisthrow
on woman's work in the ciurch ?

What prophet came from Jerusalem? Where
have we heard of him before? (Acts 11:28)
What did he forstell? In what way? What
did the disciples do in view of this? Did they
do right?

1V. PAUL'S TRIUMPIX OVER TEMPTATION
(vs. 18, 14)~How did Paul answer them? What
was he willing to do? Was Paul right? For
whoge sake was he willing to suffer? Should
this be our motive in life? IHow will it help
us 1o overcoma temptation? How did the dis-
ciples aoquiesca? Why should we also say
«he will of the Lord be done”? Is thatthe
safest andhappiest way ? Why?

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

1, God useg commerce and the works of man
toald thecause. .

1I. Wherever wego weshould seek out Chris-
tians,

1IL, It 18 blessed to have good men visit our
homes.

1V, Difficulties in the way are no prodr that
we should not walk In {t.

V. Weshould go on in duty no matter who
hinders us, '

VI We are not wise enough to choose our
own way; but should rejoice to comnmit it to
ﬁ’od, who has all .wisdom and knowledge and

ve.

LESSON V.—FEBRUARY 1
PAUL AT JERUSALEM,—ACTS 21 : 15-20,
Coatrr VERSES 1719,
GOLDEN TEXT.

And when they heard it, they glorifled the
Lord.,~Aots 21 : 20,

CENTRAL TRUTH.
‘We should rejoice In the progress of Ohrist’s
kingdom, though it be by other means and in
other ways than our own. =’

DAILY READINGS,
M. Acts?2]: 1528
T. Rom.15:13-83
W, Acts14:18.28
Th, 1Cor. 9:1-27.

8a, Num.6:1-2L

Su, Psalms 46: 1-11.

CIROUMSTANCES.—After a brlet visit of four
or five days at the home of Philip, the ovange-
1list, in Qesarea, Paul continues his Journey to
Jerusalem, and completes the third great mis-
sionary journey. .

HELPS OVER HARD PLACES.

15, CARRIAGES—baggage, including the money
contributed for the poor at Jerusalem, 16,
MNASON~—an early disciple, oneof the {irst, hav-
ing his home In Jerusalem, 18, JAMES<the
brother of our Lord, pastor of the church at
Jerusalem, and author of tha Epistie of James,
£0. . ZEAT.0US OF THE LAW~—the Jewish lawsof
circumcision, sacrifices, meats, festivais, ete.
2], INFORMED THAT THOU TEACIHEST THE JEWS
—he taught, as they bad agreed (v. 25) these
things to the Gentiles; and that they were not
essential to salvation even to the Jews (Gal.
5:08; 6:15;.1 Cor. 7:181 Rom. 2:I8, 29). 22
WHAT 18 IT—What shall we do about it1 23,
WE ITAVE FOUR MEN—Christians ot Jerusalem.
WHICIH ITAVE A VOW—the Nazarites’ vow (v.
2{; Num. 6:1.21) PURIFY TRYSELF WITH THEM
—join with them in the closing rites and offer-
ings, BE AT CHARGES WITH THEM—rather for
them ; pay all their expenses, temple fees, and
cost of sacrifices, Kor eaeh of the five the suc-
rifice would be tvwo lJambs, a ram, unleavened
bread, cakes of flour and oil, and wine. It
would be no small expense. 25. AS TOUCHING
THE GENTILES—8eo Acts 15: 1-30, He need not
retract any of his teachings.

QUESTIONS. .
INTRODUCTORY.—T0 what city was Paulon a
Journey?! How long since he had been in Jeru-
salem? (Aots 18:21, 22, The feast was pro-
bably Taberuvacles, Sept. A.D. 63.) Note the
events of each day from the time-Paul came to
Gesarea tlll the end of this lesson. Where did
Paul stay at Cesarea?! Describe the parting
scene,

SUBJECT! THE RETURNED MISSIONARY

I. His RETURN (V8. 15-17).—How long had
Paul been absent on his third missionary jour-
neyt fHow far had he come on his way home?t
How far is Cesarea from Jerusalem? What
time is meant by ¢ those days” in v, 157 What
were the * carriages” mentioned? Of what
doubtless did a part of this bagrage consistt
(Acts 24:17.) Who accompanied them from
Cesareay When did they arrive at Jerusalem §
‘With whom'did they lodge theret

II, His GREETING (V8. 17-10.)—How was Paul
recelved on the first evening? By whom?
Whom did he meet the next day? Which
James was thist How was he grested heref
(Rom. 18: 16.) .

11I, Bxs REPORT (19, 20).—~What did Paul
report to this assembly? How many great
missionary journeys had he made since he met
the Jerusalem Chureh in the great conference ¢
(Acts 16.) Name some of the leading events in
-his second missionary journey. (acts 16:1
18:22 ) Did he visit Jerusalem at the close of
his journey? (Acts18:21, 22) What had God
dorre through him on his third journey t (Acts
18:23; 21: &) To whom did Paul ascribe these
works! Why? How did the assembly receive
the report ? %Vhat. is it to glorify God1?

1V, SLANDERS AGAINST Hid (vs. 20.22),—~What
is sald of the number of Jewish convertst Of
what law were they zealous? What had been
told them against Pault Was it true? What
foundation was there for tbis slander i (Gal.
5:6;1Cor, 7:19; Rom. 2:28, 20.) Are the worst
lies those that have a mixture of truth{

V. THE SLANDERERS REFUTED (v8, 23-26,)—
What did the assembly advise Paul to do?
What vow isreferred to? (Num. 8:1.6.) Would
the charges be heavy? (Num. §:13-17.) How
would this course refute the slander? Wasit
cohsistent with Paul’s teachings? How did
theyshowthis? (v. 25)) Had hedoneanything
like it before? (Acts 18:18.) Was this plan
successful 1 :

PRACTIOAL SUGGESTIONS.

I. There will arise differences of opinion
among the best of people.

11, Each one should try and understand the
others.

1I1, Each one should do all he can for the
general peace, and the correction of misunder-
standings,

1V. But we should never yield a great prin-
ciple for the sake of peace.

———ems

TO SUBSCRIBERS IN THE
. UNITED STATES. -

Our subscribers throughout the United
States,who cannot procure theinternational
Pedlt Office orders at their Post Office, can
gef'instead & Post office order, payable at

uge’s Point, N, Y., which will prevent
niughynconvenience both to ourselves and

NOTICE

subscrtbers.
¢

IDLE WORDS: A STORY FOR GIRLS.

I wonder if any of us ever thiuk of the
harm that may be done by a jesting, careless
word. How quickly it is spoken! How
merry the laugh that follows ! and yet, often,
if we could look below the surface, I fear
we might see a deep scar upon the heart
Five minutes after they are uttered the
sgeaker forgets them, but perhaps for days
they rankle in the mind of the hearer.

Some months ago a dear friend of mine
lost her large Sunday-school class, One by
one withdrew ; some by marriage, soms by
leaving the city, and some by death, till her
flourishing class wasreduced to one scholar,
and continued this size for two years, Dur-
ing that time, much was the fun I “poked
at her”—* It must take you a long time to
prepare your lesson for your large class,” or
#I supposs you have no time in the week
.exceptb to visit your numerous scholars,” or
“Which one of your classcar: s late to-day 7"
And with many such funny speeches did I
amuse myself, and apparently her. She
suffered and gave no sign. Oinly recently
did I learn that this had been to her an aw-
ful trial, Every effort that she made to in-
crease the nunber of her scholars proved
vain, She seriously thought of abandoning
the Sunday-school work, where in former
iyears she had been so successful. The
heavens seemed as brass to her fervent
prayers. Bubt all that time God was only
trying her, Her class is full now, and her
hands and heart entirely occupied. She has
been too generous to remind me of my
thoughtless words, but I need no reminder,
for my own heart condemnsme, Girls, take
warning,

Said a lady to me the other day,—* Near-

ly two decades have passed since f made my

public profession of faith, but all the joys

and sorrows of these many years have not

obliterated a scene from my mind and of

li}qw ‘Iiny heart was wounded by a thoughtless
riend.

“It was on the Monday morning follow-
ing that sacred Sunday I walked into the
schoolroom a few momentsbefore nine. A
crowd of girls were gathered around the
old-fashioned stove, studying a little, and
laughing and talking a good deal.

%‘Oh, here she comes now,’ called out
Sophie—which gave the disagreeable sensa-
tion that I had %)een the subject of conver-
sation—‘Girls,’ she continued, ‘you ought to
have seen her walk up the aisle yesterday ;
here sheis, now look.’

“And drawing down the corners of her
mouth and rolling up her eyes, she began
slowly walking between. the long row of
desks. How my cheeks tingled! I fear
that the entrance of the hemf-teacher, and
not my religion, prevented the angry retort.
I thought then, as we hurried to our seats,
that it was.very hard in the other girls to
laugh, I see now that they cou%d not
help it.

#That girl was my most devoted friend.
Not for the world would she have hurt me,
but her jest was from pure thoughtlessness,”

“Girls, be happy,, be merry, let your very
spirits bubble over, It isyour prerogative,
your birthright, I might say, but, oh, re-
strain the sharp words, conquer the desire
to mimic, and remember, that

s Bvil is wrought by want of thought
As well as by want of heart.”
—=Sel.
_—__—’_—.

- TAKE MOTHER TO CHURCH.

True, her eye is dim, shé cannot see as
she once did ; her voice is weak, she cannot
sing as she once did ; her ear is dull, she
cannot hear as she once did. She is not as
she once was. The years bave bowed her
body, and her step totters,

But, dear heart, she wants to go to church
yet. She has not lost her love for the
house of the Lord. The Songs of Zion re-
fresh her, and the Bread of Life nourishes
her yearning soul. The “dark valley is be-
fore her, may be near at hand, but she would
more firmly lay hold of hisrod, and his staff
for the time of passage and peril. Her con-
gcious tells her to go. Itis her privilege to
go, and you, son, daughter, must take her.

She has unquestionable claims on your
strong arm, upon your time, attention and
care, Her arm was wearied with working
for you. Lavishly her time, her attention,
her care for 1f'ou. For you she gave her
strength., Full many a Lord’s day she steyed
from church because you were too young,
sick or too restless to be taken with her.

For you she was compelled to give up the

blessed privileges of many a Sabbath in the
courts of the Lord’s house, These daysshe
should now enjoy,

Take mother to church, and father, too.
Shame on that son or daughter who invents
excuses and will not do 1t: *Horses too
tired ; day too hot ; can’t do them any’good;
it’s too much trouble.” .

 Yes, take them to church, Drive slowly.
Hand them carefully, gently, from the wag-
gon. Lead themsafely to their seats. Help
them in the services of the sanctuary, if they
need your aid, Their souls take comfort
and find strength while they wait beforethe
Lord in his house. )

It cheers their hearts to.meet old -friends
ot the church door, to greet those who be-

gan life with them, but who now, even as
they, lean heavily upon the staff wlu!e they
make the down-hill slope of life’s pilgrim-
age. They can gather a fiower and drop a
tear where tl_xey%aid loved ones to sleep in
the old church.yard long years ago. It
makes the whole week bright if they may
but spend the Lord’s day in the Lord’s
house and with the Lord’s people, in_the
Lord’s service. Why not takethem? You

must,

God’s holy commandment does not read :
“ Honor thy father and thy mother while
they are'young and strong and able to help
themselves.” God demands honor from
you for them as long as they live. Nor
does it read : “Honor thy father and thy
mother until thou art eighteen, or twenty-
one, or thirty years of age.” Long as you
live it is your duty to honor them.—T%e

Workman,

.

—_——
TO OUR READERS,

Such of our subscribers as have not al-
ready renewed for this year should now do
so without any further delay, andso run no
risk of losing any numbers of the Messenger.
We also want all readers of this paper to
work for it. In every housewhere the Mes-
senger is read, there must be one of the
family who could get a new subscriber for
it, and this we hope they will use their best
endeavors to do. The Messenger is a cheer-
ful friend, whose arrival isanxiously looked
for by thousands every fortnight. We
would like to see ifs cirenlation doubled this
year, and it rests, to a very great extent,
with its present subscribers whether or not
such be the case. Introduce it to your
friends and neighbors everywhere, so that
they may have the chance of participating
in the interesting and instructive reading you
yourselves enjoy.

Erry’s Cocoa.~-GRATEFUL AND COMFORT-
ING.--“By a thorough knowledge of the natu-
rallaws which govern the operations of diges-
tion and nutrition, and by a careful applica-
tion of the fine properties of well selected
Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast
tables with a delicately flavored beverage
which may save us many heavy doctors’
bills, It 13 by the judicious use of such
articles of diet that a constitution may be
gradually built up until strong enough to
‘resist every tendency to disease. Hundredls
of subtle maladies are floating around us
ready to attack wherever there is a weak

oint, We inay escape many a fatal shaft
vy keeping ourselves well fortified with

—Civil Service Gazette.~—Made simply with
boiling water or milk., Sold only in packets
labelled—*James Epps & Co., Homeopathic
Chemists London, England,”

BEST TRUSS EVER USED,

moroved Elastic Truss
Worn night and day. Posi-
tively cures Rupture, _Sent
by matll everywhera, Write
lox; lf‘ull desoriptive clroulnrs
othe

NEW YORIL ELASTIC
TRUSS COMPANY,
744 Broadway,New York

END 10c for 30 rich(1885)Chromos

with your namo on. Nowest and prettlest Card
isoned ; libornl cash commissions allowed for selling
our cards. Catalogue and full particnlars with fivst
order. Address EUREKA GARD CO., Bo.ton, Que.

THE NORTHERN MESSENGERIs printed snd pab.
lished on tho 1st and 15th of every xl::onm, ay Noa.':'<)21
and 323 St. James strect, Montresl, by John
Dougall& Son, comgumd ot Joha Dougalland James
D, Dougall, of New York, and John Redpath Dougall,
of Montreal.

pure blood and a properly nourished frame.” |
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