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A Vinditaition of Masonry from a Charge of havinà gia-rise

40 the french Revolution.

In the Gentùeman's Magazine for June 1794, was iniserted a
most insidicns attack on the excellent institution of Free-Mason-
ry. TQthe àperations of which, the anonymtous'wsiter very can-
didly attrihated the French Revolution. it was contaiued in a'
letter of which the fellowing is a Copy,.

îvinchester, Mray 19.
Mr. Uriban,

As every titng that rèlates to the-renéh"Revolution,
especially whatever tends te investigate thte-caues of it, is ex-.
tremely curious and.interestiag at the prese t -period, I embrace
the opportunity which your widely circulated Magazine affords
of making known ai*ong tny cousntryrnen, àn, opinion on this
subject, which, whether wélI or ill founded, is yery prevaWent on-
the Continent, hoping that some of. your intelligent correspo..
dents will be enabled to- throw a greater light upon it. The opi-
nion in question is, that the mysteries of Freemasonry have, in a
great measumre, eontributed tu those change in sentiment and iri
reality, oo-less thanju. Goverament,.amogst i neigbbouring peo.
ple, which the surrounding nations view w.ith such surprize.
I cannot better maké known theseideas than by giving a short
account of a work, in which they are contai.ngd, uew lying before
me, written in the French language, and much esteemed by the
honest pait of'the French nation,-thmugh fittle'knowki amongst
our.cou.ntrymep&. -The author of this .was -a M., Le Franc, the
late superior of the seminary ofEudists at Caen, who was butch..
ered at Paris'ou the 'amous end of September. He is said, by
his friends, one -of -whose .leiters -on *this subject I have seen, to
bave derived hisknowledge of-freemasoarv frmn volumainous col-.
lection of papers which a master of that Orderiin bis 1stfsicknes
put into bis handi.. It is farther stated, t»at the author, having
thoroughly esgmine&t these papers, conceiVed it to be his dutv 'tô
lay thesubstancé »f them before the Arch.bishop rof aris seme
years preius tethe commencement of ,tMe Revolution ;. at the
snm time undertalking to demronstrate, that the systen contained
iit them, mnenaced approaching'ruin -both 'to !Chu rch and State.'
The work I have mentioned is entitled "The veil withdrawna or,-
'the secrets of the French Revolution explained by the help, of
,Freemasonry." The second edition, which I make use of, was
priated at Paris in 1792.


