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THE

MasoNic Essavist.
A Vinditation of Masonry from a Churge of having gicesvise

do the [Lrench Revolution.

In the Gentleman’s Magazine for June 1794, was inserted a
most insidicus attack on the excellent institution of Free-Mason-
ry. To thedperations of which, the anonymious 'wiiter very can-
didly attribated the French Revolution, it was contaiued in a
letter of which the fellowing is a Copy. . .
o ®inchester, Rlay 18,

Mr. Urban, . ) ~
As every thing that relates ‘to the French Revolution,
especially whatever tends to investigate the-cauves of it, is ex-
tremely. curious and,imgresﬁng at the present -period, I embrace
the opportunity which your widely circulated Magazise affords
of making known amongs! my countrymen, an opinion’ ou this
subject, which, whether wéll or ill fonnded, is yery prevatent on-
the Coutinent, hoping that some of. your intelligeat cerrespou--
dents will be enabled to throw a greater li¥1t uponit. The opi-
nion in question is, that the mysteries of Freemasonry have, ina
great measure, contributed to those changey‘in sentiment and in
reality, no-less than. in Goverament, winaiigst 8 neighbouring pee- -
ple, which the surrounding nations sew with such surprize,
I cannot beétter make known these ideas than by giving a short
account of a work, in which they are contained, now lying before
me, written in the French language, and much esteenied by the_ -
honest pait ‘of the French nation, though fittle'known amongst
our countrymep.. . £he author of this.. was a M. Le Franc, the
late superior of the seminary of Eudists at Caen, who was butch-
eved at Paris'on the famous 20d of "September, He is said, by
his friends, one ‘of ‘whose leiters -on this subject 1 hdve seen, to-
have derived his knomedge of'freemasonry froma velumineus col-
lectjon of papers which a master of that Order, in bis lastsickness
put iato his hands, Tt is farther stated, that the author, having
thoroughly examined these papers, conceived it to be his duty to
lay the substancé of them before the Arch-bishep. of .faris some-
years previpus to the commencement of the Revelution ; 'at the.
sam¢ titne unJertaking to demonstrate, that the system contained
in ‘them, menaced approaching 'ruin’ both “to Church and State.
The work I have mentioned is entitted ¢ The veil withdrawa; or,-
the secrets of the Freanch Revolutiou explained by the help: of
‘Freemasonry.” The second edition, which I make use of, was
“printed at Paris in 1792 *
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