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prayers should be offered to God, and
the mystery of our redeniption brought
before men's minds. May it unot be
the case that much of the unbelicf, or
misbeliet) of thi- presentage would have
been prevented, and now by God's
help would be remedicd, if the clergy
were more particular in observing the
seasons of devotion appointed by the
Church, and in bringing forward those
great doctiines which are there en-
shrined ?

But this all members of the Church
may do,—carefully avail themselves of’
allghe means of devetion which their
clergyman places within their reach.
And if it should so happen that their
lot is cast in some rewote settlement,
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Lxssoxs—EcCCLESIASTICUS XI.

“T Ad puzzled again, to-day, mam-
ma,” said Hugh Clifton, one Sunda
evening in March. *‘T know you will
soon make all clear to me, but why is
there 2 service appointed in our Church
for the Annunciation of the Virgin
Mary, as Mr. Paget gave out to-day for
next 'i'bmsday? and last month, too,
on the 2nd, 1 remember when I was at
my uncle’s, they all went to Church
because it was the Purification. I had
a cold and could not fo. but I wonder-
ed at the tin.e, for { thought it was
only Roman Catholies who ever kept
festivals in her honour."

I do not quite know, Hugh,” re-
plied Mrs. Cliften, ** why we should
rot remember the blessed mother of
our Lord as well as His apostles; but
open your Prayer-book and I thirk you
will find it is only s His mother that
we do give her honour. Is there not
another_title for the second of Febru-
ary, besides that of The Purification?”’

‘' Ah, yes, mamma, The Presenta-
tion of Christ in the Temple.”

“Right. Now tell me what is_the
meaning of The Annunciation, You
will soon see if you will look through
the Gospel for the day.”

+ “Jt 1s all about the angel Gabriel
coming to tell St. Mary of the birth of
our Saviour, mamma.’’

‘“Yes; to annunciate means to an-
nounce—to tell tidings. So one festi-
val is to commewmorate the announce-
ment of Christ’s birth, the other His
presentation as 2 babe ia the Temple.”

fur away from the residence of their
pastor, then let them, day by day, in|
thetr families, read the wystery of the
Redeemer's passion and dcatK. And
especially on that great day of the
Crucifixion, whichalas! by thetnfluence
of puritanism i3 only recognised by
the world as a day of idleness and
pleasure, when it is not duvoted to the
usual business of life, on that day let
us learn to contemplate the death of
the Son of God, and try to realize the
force and meaning of our Liwany prayer,
“ by Thine Agony and Bloody Sweat,
by thy Cross and Passion, by Thy
recious  Death  and Rurial, Goued
ord, deliver us.” \
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ECCLESIASTICUS XIX.

*“ But, nlamma, how is it that this
last festival comes first in the year?”

Mys. Clifton smiled. ¢ You might
as well ask, Hugh, why is it that the
Annunciation falls during Lent, when
we are commemorating Lﬁe forty days
Tast in the wilderness. You forget
our one year comprises the principal
events of our Saviour's whole hfe.
Thus the Annunciation is observed
several months before His birth at
Chbristroas, the Purification and the
Presentation forty days after, according
to a law given to the Jews long befure,
whilst journeying towards the promised
land. Does the presentation of Christ
in the Temple remind you of anything?

“Of Holy Daptism, do you mean,
mamma ?”’

* Yes; and whenever you hear and
think of this festival, I trust you wil
always remember that day when you
yourself were presented to God in His
Church ; when His Holy Spirit was
first given to you, and when becaus
you were such an infant, others pro-
wised in your name that you should
renounce the world, the flesh, and the
devil, and walk in the ways of God's
commendments all the days of your
life. Christ’s little soldicr must pray,
to be like Him, and may He, my dear|
boy, give you the pure, clean heart,
fitted for His presence.’’ .

There was silence for a few moments,,
then Hugh asked: .

“Will you tell me more about the
Annunciation, mamma?”’ |
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