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The wonvent of Mount Saint
Bernard.

In the centre of a narrow defile, the
convent of the grand Saint Bernard shows
1elf to thoe travellee like a portin o storm,
“There | was received by the pious mounks,
with o warmth and  sincerity that could
ot have been surpassed, had the objéct
beeu their dearest kisman., lo a mo
ment my snowsencrusied cloibts were
tahen off ; and dry linen, with a complete
change of dress enabled me, awid many
congrutulativns on my sufe arrival, to sit
down to supper in tho refectary. It was
a ** meagre day,” and consequenily, we
tiad no delicate cheer ; but exercise and
toit had sharpened my appotite, and the
plainest food to mo scemed delicious. A
few short prayers repeated by il the
monks, preceded and followed this meal ;
which, ut an carly hour, I was conducted
to. my cell, where an excellent bed com-
pleted; the measute of the day’s enjoy-
ment; and there, regardless of storm
which raged without, |, soon fell into a
souad and refreshing slumber.

‘Ebe convent of the grand St. Bernard
15 butlt upon the banks of a small lake, a1
an clevation of eight thousand aud seven-
ty-four feet above the level of the sea, a
heightat which, in the old world, no other
habutation is known to exist.  The winter
there lasts nine months ; and even in the
very height of summer it often freezes.
The winds, confined in the narrow defile
that encloses the convent, b'ow almost
uninterruptedly, and with such violence,
as sometimes to raise whole mountains of
snow, and darken the atmosphere with its
flaky clouds. Seldom indeed, is & clear
sky enjoyed there ; in general, dark va-
pors envelope the mountains, and veil the
convent in impenetrable obscurity. Urnder
shelter of the neighbouring rocks, the

rouke lave farmed several small gardens
—miserable gardens indeed— producing,
ly incessant attenticn, few wreiched herbs
by the month of August. All the neces-
saries of [ife are brought at greatexpense,
from the neighbouring valleys. At the
vestern extremity of the lake is o small
plain on which formerly stood a temple
cousecrated to Jupiter, The mountain
tsclf was called Mous Jovis, umtil that
apgellation was loat in the name of its ce-
lebeated founder.

The convent of St. Bernard is opea to

trenty thousand; it is principalty frequon.
ted duringthe fairs of Lombardy, or when
cither sidu of the Alps happens to expe-
rience a scarcity. The convent is caleu-
Inted to accommodate from twenty five
1o thirty of the highest class of travellars,
aud about three hundeed of an inferior
degree.  The former have ercellent
apartments aad single beds; the lutter
sleep in two lurge saloons, containing a
greut number of litters.  From the month
of December to that of May, twy domes-
tics called maroniers, daily descend the
mountain to certain distarce ; the one
towards the Velais, the other towards
Piedmont. They carry a small quantity
of brend und wine, and are acrompunied
by large dogs, trained to discover the
path through the midst of the snow, and
to hunt out tracks of strayed travellers.
\When the marounitrs do nat return at
theirusunlhour, or when a traveller more
fortunate thon his companions, reaches
the convent and announces their distress,
the ecclesinstics themselves, armed with
long iron shad soles, sally forth amid the
snows, aud hurry to the relief of the dis-
tressed wanderers ; they re-onimaie and
support their drooping spirits and frames;
advancing before them, clear a passage
through the snow ; and not unfrequently
carry them by turns on theic shoulders.
The ocuteness and cournge of the dogs
are, however, most conspicuous when in
quest of travellers, surprised by an ava-
lanche.  if the victims of these mournful
accidents be not too deeply buricd, the
dogs discover them by scent; but this in~
stinct not being sufficienly powerful to
enable them (o penetrate far through, the
monks supply the defect by sounding with
their long pole., the suspected places.
When, fsom the nature of the 1esistance,
they have reason to suepgct that & humon
body 1s tourhed, they quickiy clear away
the snow, and often have the happiness of
restoring life to the unfortunate, on whom,
but for them, hght and hfe hed closed for
evermore. Intriumph they carry them
to the convent, and there cherish them in
their bosom as long as wearied nalure
requires their care. Yet these are men,
who, 1f they should venture, henceforth,
to vint Great Britain or Ireland, would be
declared in a law enacted in 1829, guilty
of a misdemeanor.

Prerg the Cathelic Advocate.
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every man who took time and trouble to
read and judge, wns not content to do so
for himself, but must reeds do so for
every one who would lidten to him.—
They succeeded lo separate many [rom
the unily of fanh, but they could not
agiee on any articles of faith, which
would be universally received. No tenet
could be considered as eettled and ascer
tined. No number of men could unite
in the profession of the same tenets, withe
out superadding the restriciion of a cons
This
confession was the authoritative voice of
their particular church, and all who sub.
mitted to be governed by it, had of ne-
cessity lo.sacrifice their great principle,
* the Seriptures and private judgment.”
The principle operation, was destructive
of umty of laith, and a partial and limit-
ed unity could only be obiained by a cons
fession of faith, which virwally destroy~
The principle, then, is
destructive of faith, and
impracucable. 1t follows plainly that Pro-
have no reasonable fuundation
for their system of religion. They have
rejected that foundation which is found in
they have ex-
pressly refused such submission ; and

discussed and canvased in inflsantial cler-
Tlm
propriety of some vigorous evangulical
movoment is almost universnlly nckaow-
ledged; nnd the project of'a seceasion
meets with exiensive acceptance, and bids.
fair 10 obtain the zealous co-operation
and support of the more colightened and
pious members of the Church, who have
longdepluored its corruptions, which, in the

nature of things, are, perhaps, inseparable,
tlfrom its present onomalous positivn in.
*+ connection with ha Siate. The constitu-
tion of the now communion, it is suppos-
ed, will bo framed on a mors apostolical
model than is that of the existing one,
while it will be free from those polirical

gincumbrauces and defects which are such

ture time, with new interpretations, new ' crying evils, in its piesont unsesmly con-
conceits, new darkness, mist, and obscuri- ‘dition nz a church, and 1o adjust and ro
ty, where alrendy ol} was darkness and:

ymedy which mere legislative appliances
have proved utterly insuflicient. Some-
of tho most distinguished oruaments of the
sacred bench are expected to head the.
secession, which, it is understood, will
include niso, a considerable number of
other dignitaries of the chuich whose
sympathies are inunison with the ¢ Anglo-
Catholic” party, the proceedings of which
have contributed so much to distract and.
degrade lier, 'nnd even to erInnger har ex~.
istence as a natiunal institution,”~ Glowus
cesier Journal.

t

Tus Scorti*n Free Cuunouin Exe-
rtaxp.—The warm reception which tho
deputations every whera receive sustains
them amid their all but unexampled ef-
forts 3 and from week to week the con-
viction gathers streagih, that the religious
interests of the two sections of the island
are about to become very closely kint to-
gether, What the Westminster Assembly.
in vain attempted to accomplish, may,
soon, to some extent, be eflected by Lord:
Aberdeen’s Act, which virtually ovors
threw the Scottish Establishment, and:
caused the setting up of the Free Cliurch
in s stead.~—Z'ablel.

A —————

Fine Escare.—A new escape, lately.
tried with success at Newecastle, consists
merely of four brendths of strong canvass,
double seamed, fificen feet tong, with a
stout white rope sewed all round the edge
- Hike a ship’ssail ; in each side. there arm
iwelve nperturcs and eight at each end,

servatve operation of that principle o}y g cent 1o ullow a man 1o pnt bis hsnd.

all travellers, without disticion of age
and scx, country or religion. On them
the ecclesiasucs lavish all theur assistance,
and bestow.all their consolaucns, seeking
no .ather recompense for their cares, no
other indemnity for their expenses, than
the throbs of conscious self~approbation
which such a life cacnot but ensure.
During the summer the. ppssage of the
mouataia s always practicably end safe ;
bat when the snow begins to fall it is exs
teeanly hazardous. The severity of the
cold, the density of the fogs, and the fre-
queacy of sudden whirlwinds, are not the
only dangers to be feared : every moment
the traveller runs the risk of Heing swal.
towed up by an avclanche, or precipitated
1ato some bidder abyss. The number of
persons who cross the grand Saint Bernard

FOUNDATION OF PROTLESTY-
ANT FAITH,
(Cuncluded fro.n page 145.)

Jesus.Christ had taught the neccssity of
doing, works of penance—works of charity
—good works. The church had, incul-
cated. the same necessity. But the Pro.
testant rule soon made it- appear “that
good works possessed no value, and were
unnecessary.”  Nay, it led some 1o think
+ good works" rather an obstacle and
impediment to salvation. Works of pe-
nunce, of mortitication, and acts of ,seif-
denial, thou zh always encouraged by the
church, and practised by Chiist and his
disciples, were pronounced superstitious
and abominable. The confession of sins.

which evidently was founded on the pow-
er left with the mumistey, ‘¢ 10 forgive or

erary year, is reckoned ai from fiftaen to

10 tetain sias,” was declared useless, and

authority which they had denounced.—
They inconsistently submit to.a church
of their own fabricayion, which has no
authority, after having,refused submission
10 the chuzch which has the Apostolicsues
seasion, and can exbibit through overy
age, the effucts of her wise and heaven
gided administraton.

following statement is given on the au.

hurch—The necessity for a,general so

mote pure and simple episcopal commu

Churcly aflnd, or

through to. enable him to get a good.
hold of the cope, by which six men.on,
cach sido and four at each end will strevch
1he canvass so.ight that a person may leap.
thereon from, any winduw, and will be.
caught in the cunvass. without any harma.

The Puscyites, thic Anglicang, &c-
. A.New Cnurcn o7, Exerasn.—The

thority of a D. D.— Seceasion from.the.

cesion of the evangelical clergy.from the
Establishment, and the formation ofs a
a the sl:ghust mconvemence,
wion than the prescat circumstances of the
its future prospects
scem likely, to .realisc, .oze most snxiously ' fell much hxginer.—ﬂma d!arcury.
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aud spread under a.wmduw. al the' enﬂ of
the.ynrd, in one mmugo and a Imll‘. Afmr
it had bee 1 tried with success from woor
. |thren of the windows,. policesconstable
No. 44 very coolly ascended ih houstuiop
and Jumped.duwn.lmo tke canvass wqbom.
Tl:e houso
is three, storics lugy, but \ha wu,y\tbe wman.
Jumprd oft would make ihs  distance. ho-




