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end in pýoducing ,either the inost painful timidity .and dulness.
or the rnost silly affecqtation and apishness.

Then again, as to hat is called eccentricityof mann ers; it is
or.y observable, in many ýcases, because general manners are so,
stupidly unnatural and unreasonable-so far out of the true golden
mean themselves. -The Most of conventionalisms niay be of ýa
character to sinipl'ify and facilitate. iinterçoiurse, in *wich cases
they should be observed; buýt whien they become senseless and
burdensome, a sensibly -%veIl-bred peson wviU lead the Nvay in
emancipating society froin their injurlous restraints. ,A course
like this shows a true refinement, while an opposite one is of the
very essence of vulgarity, and constitutes oniy a shoddy gentility.
This brandi of our subject is too wide to admit of ilIustration
wibhin reasonable lirnits.

As, to eccentricity of coniduct, it would -certaily .be %vrong if
society had preserved its'own true centre of gravity in ail ca~ses,

*hich it lias not. Now, where doirngs i1re incoiisistentvith dense
and justice, economy ýnd earniest religion, it becomes not only
allowable for us to deviate froni the general, pràctice, bpt it is our
imperative dutyt.o do s,, As a generg! thing it may be said, that.
a sensible person will aclopt the costume of his day and country.
It would be ridiculous pu any one of us. to. attract attention by
dressing in an orienital style, gr precisely ini that, which obtained
when our forefathiers settled.i.Aineýiça. But when a person.has,
sufficient sense an~d tast .to see Mie needlesslyexpensive, burden-

some or ttely usyxmptrial~ character, of any particular mode
or style of dressing, --r4 especially. its unheaithiness, for either
tliemselves or their children, they rnay not -only reject .or:.modify
it, but the laws of a tr.uly artistic taste, to. say nothing a»out
xnorality, recjuire.thatperson to %.1çi h God is .no enemy t
beauty, nor are we depiaýinorg gainst it; but then,-a1l te .work8.
of the Creator show that Si Mplicity and syiumetry-not gaiidiness,
and distortion-are elementsof beauty... low mucli hajidsomer
some ladies would be than thy now,.are, if, they followeç ~
above canon wvith iregard to adornment!1

The, habits, of ýociety, as ,, ,general thing,. in. North ,Anqericar
are flagrantly and wicked1y extravaigant; and lie who,-.slavishly
folowý the fasbiexable mworld with regard to. dress, .ýquipage,
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