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but it wvas not necessarily a, girl tliat lie iîced to know anythingr
about. The squir'e hiad beeïî called "1gay ' i1ien lie w~as Young,
and lie ivas flot incliiied to be sevore on his son in suchi 'a iatter,
for iii bis -father's opinion tic fiftlî comînandient governed ail
the î'ost.

llugh's iinarriaige, however, beg-aî to loom dinily up to lîin aszi
thing whichi it would bc iveli to attend to as soon as possible. But
lio considercd bis soni's choice to lie betweon his, cousin iii Mani-
chester'and the daughiter of lils ncighibour Strickland, of Strick-
land llollow. The iîst liad inoney, tie second w-as pure Saxon
with a goncalogry. In the ineantimoe Huglib lad arranged his
owin Iiarriago, and was boldlSr facing and preparing for the
î'esults of it. For that his choice would ever have lis father's
sanction lie hiad îîot the slighitcst hope; it waàs, tiierefore, iiccessary
tliat hoe should iii soinc way provide for Alice's coînfort.

AUIlis kniowleclge lay !i the direction of shecp auîd wool; lic,
liad no other knowledge that could put bread into bis mouthi.
The inachinie-like Latin poetry hoe had spoxit his college days in
iiaking, the hours lie hiad wasted scanning with. bis fingers
dactyls anîd spondeos and looking for a short or a long to finish a
pecntamieter with, struck him now as a pitifuil ivay to arrn young
iil to fight.
In the Yvery first hours eo' luglî's engagement to Alicc the

>shcepwalks of Australia had persîstently forced tlinsolves on his
conviction as the only place wlîeie lie could niake a living.
Neither of them. lad, liowever, spokon to Mir. Atherton on the
sub,ýject, for his, healtx was rapidly failing, anci it wvas now an
imipc'ative necessîty to prevent any nmore exciternent than that
wlîich invariably followed his preac.hing. So for nearly two
vears thlîir secret wvas well kept, and Sqtzlic Pierson, well pleased
ývitlh bis Soîîi's attention to Uic faî'îîî and flocks, tlîouglît it no great
iniattor te wifk at what lie called bis a"Penî'ith folly,."

But changes corne tlîoughi we do not eall them, and frorn tiieli'
î'lcasanit love-dreani Hugli and Alice weî'e sadly -awakened. Ili
ain bout', almost iii a mîoment, Alice was left fatherless. Millc
pi'o1iouncling the benoediction, after a nîost exciting service arnong
the mon of the Keswick lead-inines, _Mi'. Atherton stepped, looked
(lowii on the crowd at bis feet, and thon, pointing upward. fell
h)ackwvard into th<, strong aîîd loving ai'lus stretclîed out to receive
lm. For a niinute., the gray slîadow of de'àtlî stî'ove withi the
liglit of beaven on bis %veary, placid fiace; thon the preacher
knicw lu ai its fulness the joy wlîose earnest hiad loosed the silver
vord anîd brokon the g-olden bowl of life.

Alice Nvas iîow% lu a conditioîi of absolute dependexîce and
Ipovertyiý, and it secîuced to Hugli that if evor bis love ivas to be
lier' shield, sue lîad now a rio-'it to dem-iîd its iinniiedi;ite pr'otectionî.
\Vitlî careful tonderîîess, and expressions of the înost loyal respect,
lie confessed bis love to is father. lie spoke of Alie's great
hcauity and îvorth, of theli' patient waitiîîg, and of the cii'cunî-
staniccs wlîich lie conceived niade it simîply honourable foi' him to
t'ulfiI bis promiise at once.
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