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uncertain and treacherous forest track. We were not able to get
into the cave at the opening where the men were encamped, and
had to go some way round to another entrance. From this point,
the whirring, fluttering, and twittering of many birds and bats
could plainly be heard in the larger caves, which Wwere densely
peopled with winged and feathered inhabitants, and the roofs
and sides of which were blackened by their nests. Split palms

* RETURN OF THE HEAD-HUNTER. -

were laid across the most awkward places; but it was extremely
difficult to keep one’s footing on this primitive; causeway, and
despite the assistance of the gentlemen, who carried me across
many of the streams, it was impossible to escape an occasional
wetting.

After tremendous exertions we reached the end of our climb,
during which I had been not only once but many times sorely
tempted, and even strongly urged, to turn back. When we
paused to rest, our eyes, by this time accustomed to the «dim



