
A Defence of Alasonry.

Janblieius, [iu Vit Pithagr. :) "Take no one by the right hand but the
initiated, that is, in the mystical forn: fbr the vulgar and the profane
are aitogethiei un worthy of the mystery."

V. Tho Disseetor frequenîtly taking notice of the number soven, I
instantly recurred to the old Egyptians. who held the number seven to
be sacred; more especially they believed thiat while the feast of seven
days lasted, the crocodiles lo. their inbred cruelty ;† and Leo Afer, in
bis description of Africa, lib. viiii., says that, even in his time, the cus-
tom of feasting seven days and nights was still used for the happy
overflowing of the Nile. The Grceks and Latins professed the saine
regard for that number, which mihlt lie proved by many examples.

VI. The acci(leiit by which the body of Master Hiran was found
after bis death, seeis to allude, in soine cireumnstances, to a beautiful
passage in the sixth book of Virgil's iÆieids. Anchises had been dead
for sone time; and hnas, bis son, professed so nuch duty to his de-
parted father, that lie coisulted with the Cunain sibyl, whether it were
possible for him to descenl ino the shades below, in order to speak
with himn. The prophetess encouraged him to go, but told him lie could
not succeedl uniless lie went into a certain place and plucked a golden
bough or shrub, whieh lie should carry in his hand, and by that means
obtain directions where lie should ind lis father. The words are well
translated by Dryden, viz:

In the neiglboring grove
There stands a tree; the queen ofStygian Jove
Claims it lier own : thick woods and gloomy night
Conceal the liappy plant from mortal sight.
One bougli it bears, but wondrous to behold,
The ductile rind and leaves of radiant gold:
This from the vulgar branches must be torn,
And to fair Proserpine the pre.sent borne,
Ere leave be given to tempt the nether skies;
The first thus rent, a second will arise,
And the sane netal the same room supplies.
''he willing netal ivili obey thy land.
Followiîng with ease.

Anchises, the great preserver of lie Trojan naie, could not have been
discovered but by the lelp of a boughi, which was plucked with great
case from the tree; nor, it seems, could Iliram, the Grand Master of
Masonry, have been found ont by the direction of a shrub, which (says
the Dissector) came easiy up. The pri cipal cause of ÆnPeas'sdescent
into the Siades, was to enquire of lis father the secrets of tlue Fates,
which shouîld sonetine bu fulfilled among his posterity. The occasion
of the brethren searebing so diligently fbr their Master was, it seems,
to receive froma hîin the secret word of Masonr'y which should be de-
livered down to their Fraternity in aftcr ages. This remarkable verse
follows

Proeterea jacet examinium tibi corpus amici,
Heu nescis !
The body of your friend lies near vou dead,
Alas ! you know not how.

This was Misenus, that was nurdered and buried ?n nte sub oro, under
a high bill; as (says the Dissector) Master Hiram was.

t Pignorius in Mens.
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