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Freesias Gr>wn in the Window
PlieozgrPl by Prof. F'. T. Siiutt

while had lie liact patience thcy wvoujd Freesias should be st.-.rted in August
soon have rewarded him with an abund- if the bulbs cau be obtaiiwed, and even
ance of bloom. if kept growing steadily no flowers need

bc expectcd before the !ast week of
Deceniber, unless %vith l3ermnuda-grown
bulz ., wvhici cari be purchiased early in
July. With them. flowers slîould be
produced a littie carder. As the bulbs.
are very cheap, about $1.00 per 100
retail, thiey may be nised freely, and
there will bc a greater inass of flowers.
if plantcd faiily close. Freesias are
very effective when grovwn in boxes, as
is well slîown in the illustration. They
should be placed in the wiîidow so that
the plants wvi11 get an abundance of
liglit, for it takes a considerable tinie
for theiu t", .ome into bloomi, and the
plants wviI1 bc very spindley and the
flowcrs small unlcss theý' get plcnty of
liglit and stinshine.

Tlle bulbs shoiuld be planted froin
one to two luchies apna-t to get the most
effective display of flowers. From>) a
pot of six bulbs 124 flowers ivcrc pro-
cluced. As the plants growv tali hefore
bloonxing, they should be supported;.by
a wirc. 'rîev are very easily grown,
but as they make a great deal of growth
before the flower-buds show, one must
have patience, but the rcward is well
wortli waiting for.

TE lRE is no branch of plant cul-
Tturc so fascinatiug, as the col-

lectinig, arrangiug and growving of ferus
in the garden. About 10 ycars ago I
started to make a collection with the
objcct, at fxrst, of being in the woods
and close to nature with mny two littie
boys, but gradually the quest assumned
new intcrests, unt-I I wvas absorbed by
it, and now I have a collection of 40.
to 48 varieties ail groviing iu the gar-
den as wehl as they did at home iii their
own haunts. With about six excep-
tions aIl these varieties have been col-
lected iu thc district surrounding Ham-
ilton. Last faîl I liad a collection of
33 varieties at the Horticultuiral %~-
hibition hield iu Hanilton. Althoughi
the exhibit ivas interesting, it would
bave been înuich more so liad the show
been lu july rather than iu Septenîber.

When I be.gail ,naking the collection
1 wvas told by so-ne men of %vide ex-
perience, that ferns would not grow
iu sucli an e-,,poseci situation as mine
was, but time has proved that they
were wrong. The bcd of Adiantun
pedatun showu in the pliotograplh, is
nine years old, and is better thani cau
be fouud in the woods anyvvcire to-day.

Several important points regarding
the handliug of tlhesc plants have been
learned since tl-' first specirnens were
put in the garden. Great care must
be taken in gatherir -r theni. Less dan-
ger of loss will resui if they are trans-
planted when iu a quiescent state, but
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with xny lixuiteci tinie 1 have becu
obligcd to takze thcmi it wvhatevcr sea-
son they wcre foüind, and I have rarely
lost auy specimens. Plcnty of carth
should be taken up with the plants,
especially if they are removcd out of
season. A modcrately good soul iii as

shiady a place as possible is the most
suitable for thecir development. After
beiug planted they should be left alone.
If ferus are coddlcd they die.

Conditions, as ncarly as possible the
sanie as existcd where the fernis were
fouind, should bc maintained at ail sca-
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