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WHY DO WE OIL OUR BOOTS, SHOES AND HARNESS?

"T'he hides of aninbls, if' dricd without any ptévious preparation, soon begome hard
and stiff, and of n _consistéhté very miich like glae. If used in this condition they crack
and break where bedt, dhd'their b is_afténded by mueh inconvenience. If wet they
beeduio-goft bt heavy, and’if not dried underyro n slow Fntref'qcﬁor"w. To prevent this
putrefiction, and at thd saneé time to muke them soft and pliable, they are immersed
& liquid containiiig tanic acid. This compound fills up partially the pores, rendering
it less perdichble by twdter, and less destructible froth exposure to the atmosphese. To
make it still more boft, pliable and impérvious, a quautity of oil (more or less accord-
ing to the uge for which it is déstiited) is incorporated into its body. This, with the
previons removal of the hair, and other manipulations of the carrier, complete the
mabufacture, .

If now kept dry, it retains its supplenesy for a length of time, Lut evidently the oxygen
of the atmosphere, that great destroyer of all organized matter, changes the viltv a
gumty of waxy substance, and the léather loses its flexibility and strength. If, on the
contraly, it is exjpjosed to wet and the alkalies unite with the oil in the leather, and
form goap, o substance of no use to the leather, and sodn removed thercfrom by its
Tack of adhesion.

Understanding this, the hint is at once taken, the necessity at once seen, of frequently
swpplying this loss-of oil, if we would preserve the leather. The leathér nsed ag har-
nezs for teams and that word upon the feet, is also sabject to the action of the alkaline
salts exuding from the skin in prespiration, ufiting again with the oil, destroying its
softening quality. Thus we sée that a Harness, having been long worn, becomes stiff if
puit in warm soft witer. The pressure of the witer ?létermipes to the surface a lght
colored saponacecus dad gitimy sibstance, the redult of tlie combination of the oil
withi the-sweéat, whick it is hécessary to cléanse off to make room for, and render the
léather permieadblé to & néw application' of oil. o

There his been mueh dicission in a néighboring paper about the mannér of oiling
rimness: ond_party contenting fof, and flie othér against the use of boiling water in
cleansiig, I.shall not side with éithér, thifiking the quéstion is betler settled by expe
riment tﬁamdiﬁpgté. Witdr somewhat heated seéms to be very necessary, but I t}}’m’l’;
that'soméwhere betwéen blood heat and the Bdiling point, day 125 to 160°dég. i3 suff-
ciently h(jfiand nét injurious, We have pro‘ﬁam{ all learned thdt our, boots and shoés
are more likély to be injured by the heat of the stove when wet, than when dfy;
but thig by rio means proves that immersion in boiling water is injurious, still it oftérs
a hint for experimént. Acricora.

SiEEr oF Praxrs.—Plants slecp as well as animals; the attitude that some of thego
assume on the approack of night is extremely interesting to those wlio delight to study
the beautiful phenomena of vegetable life. Some plants exhibit signs.of sleep more
nidrked than otliers. The leaves of clover, lucerne, and other_plants close g8 the sun
approdchics the horizon; and‘in the honey iocust this characteristic is particularly strik-
jnz and beautifal. The delicately formed Teaves close i pairs at nightfall, and remain
56 until the rising-of the sun in thé morning, when they gradually expand to their ful-
lest-extent, Tt i5in common garden chickweed (stellaria médica) that the most per-
fect exemplification of the conjugal love and parental care of plants is observed, At
the approach of night-the leaves of this delicate plant, which are in pairs, begin to close
towards each otlier, and wlién the sleeping attitude is completed-these qudgd leaves em-
brace in their upper surfaces the rudiments of the young shoots; and the uppermost
pair (but one) at the end of the stalk are furnished withciongor leaved stalks than-the
others,.so that they can close upon the terminating pair and protect the-end of the shoot.

Box MeAsURES' For' FARSERS A8D PLiNtErs.—A. box 24 by 16 inches sqiare giid

29" inchby déep, will éontdin e bakrel—5 bushels, or 10,376 cubic inches. A box 24 by
16 ivichies squaté and 144 inchés deép, will contain half o barrel—23 hushels, or S,}_SS
cabiedickies. A boy, 16 by 164 inchés square and' 8 inches deep, will contain algo
bushel, or' 2,158% cubic inches; each inch it depth holding ong gallon, A box 13 B
114 inches squure and' 8 inches'deep; will contdin helf a bushel, or 1,0754 inches; éa«f
inch i depth'hdldi{lg' helf a gallon. A box, § by 8} incles square and 8 inches deep,
will contdin Half & peck, or 1983 cubic inches, the gallon dry meagure, A hox'd b
é irichel seigrd atid 4} deep, will contain one quart, or 62} cubic inches.—Pert,
ourier.




