30

"to religious society. I have stated that
"marriuge is an ecolesiastical contract sub-
jeet to tho canons of ‘the Church. That
truth I shall now demonstrate. Since
this disoussion bégan, you ' must have
observed, Sir, that most of those on either
side have, as & rule, each in his turn,
sddressed in support of their assertions,
the incontrovertible authority of Holy
Scripture. Such an  advantage should
not bo denied me, and I may be allowed
to prove my proposition by biblical quo-
tations, which I shall give, not as an
expression of my own individual views,
but as the doctrinal and divine interprota.
‘tion of the Church to which I belong.
First, I atato that marriage is a sacra-
ment. What St. Paul wrote to the Ephe-
sians (v., 25, 28): ¢ Sacramentum hoc
magnum est, ego autem dico in Christo et
in ecclesid,” i an incontrovertible proof of
the truth of this proposition, and the
more so for us Catholics, because it has
also boen the teaching of the Church from
its foundation to the present day. The
fathers of the Church have spoken : St.
Ignatius of Antioch, Tertullian, Origen,
St. Athanasius, St. Apgustin, etc.; the
voice of the Church was heard at Flor-

ence, at Cologne, at Trent; and every-
where ‘and at all times marriage was
proclaimed a sacrament,- Now, what the

Universal Church believes, and has
always believed, can only have been
transmitted to us by Apostolic tradition,
and what the Apostles hsve trunsmitted
to us as & divino institution, proceeds as
ail admit from Jesus Christ himself.
Marriage is therefore a sacrament and a
sacrament of the new law. For us
Catholics it is a dogma of faith. Pius
IX, in his  letter to the King of
Sardinia, dated 19th September, 1852,
says : “It is adogma of faith that mar-
riage was raised by Our Lord Jesus
Christ to the dignity of a sacrament.”
Would you know the doctrine? The
Council of Trent speaks: ‘“Whosoever
says that marriage is'not really and truly
one of the seven sacraments of the Evan-
. gelical Law, let him be anathema.”  If
marriage is a sacrament, and such is our
unalterable belief, the Church only, by
divine right, has supreme power over
christian marriage. In fact the Church
alone is the dispenser of the sacrawments.
- St. Paul teaches us this in his first epistle
" to the Corinthians, chapter 4, in which he

says : ‘“Let a man 80 account of us as of the
ministers of Jeaus Christ and stewards of

‘the mysteriesof God.” The Pope Gelasius,

writing to the Emperor Anastasius told
him "plainly: ** Although your dignity
rises iou above the human race, you are
nevertheleas subject to the Bishops in mat- .
ters relating to the faith, and to the de-
livering of the sacraments.” And what is
& sacrament, if it be not a means subor-
dinate in its nature to the object of reli-
gious society? The Church has, therefore,
supreme power over marringe. An cx-
swination of history proves that in all
ages the Church claimed, by divine right,
power over marringe. In the days of the
primitive Church, the Apostle to the Gen.-
tiles, writing to the Corinthians, told
them that it was not the Lord but he,
Paul (Dico ego non Dominus), whoe pre-
scribed a regulation in relation to mar-
riage between infidels, one of whom had
embraced the faith. He thereby recog-
nised the right of the Church to make
vegulations respecting marriage. In 305,
the Council of Elvirn, that of Neocwsarea
in 314, St. Basil,. Pope Innocent I,
Pope St. Leo, the Council of Agda in
506, St. Gregory the Great, the Church
in a word, by the lips of her teachers and
the decisions of her Councils, promulgates
her laws as to marringe, and decides what
are absolute impediments, and we Catholics
have only to submit to that infallible au-
thority. And when error lifts up its
head, when the most false principles are
circulating in society and threatens to
poison alltrue doctrine, & Pontiff of sainted
memory does not fear to raise his voice.
And what are the words of that aged man?
They condemn this proposition :—“The
Church has mnot the power to
establish absolute  impediments to
marringe, but that power apper-
taing to the secular authority, by
whom existing impediments may be re-.
moved,” (Syllabus, 68.) We now arrive
at the true question as it presents itself to
us. We shall casily solve it. The hon.
member for Jacques Cartier -brings in 2
Bill which may meet with our approval,
but he has just delivered a speech which
T cannot accept - as an expression of the
ideas and principles of Catholics upon this
question of marriage. What does the.
hon. member maintain? That this Par-
liament has the undoubted right to estab-
lish absolute impediments to marriage,




