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to religious society. I have stated thati ap.: "lot a mis no accuntof ne u of the
marriage is an eeeleistical contract sub- nunietere cf JesChrist md atewardeof
ject to the canóns of the Church. That the mystriemofGod.» Th*PopeGeluîue,
truth I shall now demonstrate. Since writln to the Enpcror Ansasetold
this discussion b6gan, you must have hum p iniy: , Although your digrdty
observed, Sir, that most of those on either minesyou aboy the human race, you are
aide have, as a rule, each in his turn, nevex-theleasubject to the Bishops in mat-
addressed in support of their assertions, tors reiating to the faith, and te'thede-
the incontrovertible authority of Holy livoriag cf tie sacraments' Ând wiat in
Scripture. Such an advantage ahould a sament, if it be fot a inans subor-
not bo denied me, and I may be allowed dinate in ifs nature to tho obj.ct of mou-
to prove my proposition by biblical quo. gious sciety? The Churclil, therefome,
tations, which I shall give, not as an supremo power over narriage. An ex.
expression of my own individual views, amination of histomy proves that in al
but as the doctrinal and divine interpreta- ages flicChurci ciaixecby divine riglt,
tion of the Church to which I belong. power over marrigLI the days of tli
First, I stato that marriage is a sacra- primitive Chus-ch, tiApustieftic Gesi
nt. What St. Paul wrote to the Ephe- files, writing Vo Vhe Cointhiane, told
sians (v., 25, 28) :1"4Sacramentum hoc tlem tint if wae fot the Lrd but ho,
magnum est, ego autem dico in Christo et Paul (Dico ogo non Domine), who pro-
in ecclesi," is an incontrovertible proof of ecribcd a regalntion in relation tonMar-
the truth of this proposition, and the nage between mOdela, one of whom had
more so for us Catholic, because it hias embmeed the-faiti. Re hereby recog-
also been the teaching of the Church from nised thc rigit of tlicChurclitu make
its foundation to the present day. The regulations respecting masnae.In 305,
fathers of the Church have spoken: St. the Council uf Elvisa, tint of Neocsgîrea
Ignatius of Antioch, Tertullian, Origen, in 314, St. Basil, Pope Innocent 1,
St, Athanasius, St. Augustin, etc.; the Pope St. Leo, the Council of Agda in
voice of the Church was heard at Flor- 506, St. Gregory tic Great, tic Church
ence, at Cologne, at Trent ; and every- in a word, by the lips of lier teachers and
wi'ere and at all times marriage was the decisions of lier Councils, proulgates
proclaimed a sacrament.- Now, what the lier lnws as to marsiage, and decides what
Universal Church believes, and has are absolute impdimentsand weCatboiS
always believed, eau only have been have oniy Vo subnit Vo fiat infallibîe au-
transmitted to us by Apostolie tradition, tlority. And wlen esror lifts up its
and what the Apostles have transmittcd lead, when fhe most faise principles are
to us as a divino institution, proceede as circulating in society and tirentens Vu
ail admit from Jesus Christ hiaself. poisonltrue doctrine, a Puntiffofeninted
Marriage is therefore a sacrament and a xemory dues noV fear Vo mise lis vuice.
sacrament of the new law. For us And what arethe vurds of fIat ngedmnn
Catholies it is a dogma of faith. Pius Tley condenintus proposition -"Tic
IX, in his , letter to the King of Circi las notte power te
Sardinia, dated 19th September, 1852,stablisli nsolute impediments te
says "It is a dogma of faith that mar- narriage, but fiat power apper-
rinage was raised by Our Lord Jesus tains te flic secular autiority, by
Christ to the dignity of a sacrament." wlim erdsting inpediments May he re-
Would you know the doctrine?1 The moved,' (Syllabus, 68.) We now arrive
Council of Trent speaks: "Whosoever attt uc question as if presents itself te
says that marriage is-not really and truly us. We simli casiiy suive it. The hon.
one of the seven sacraments of the Evan-memues-forJacques Cartier brings in a
gelicaI Law, let ini be nathema." If Billwhici May meet with our approvai,
marriage is a sacrament, and such is our but lie las just delivcred a speech whici
unalterable belief, the Church only, by I cannot nccept as su expression of Vhe
divine right, has supreme power over ideas and princîples of Catiolis upon tus
chiistian marriage. In fact the Church question of marriage. What does tie
alone is the dispenser of fie sacraments.lion. momber-maintain Tintfis Pa-
St. Paul teaches us this in his first epistie liament as tic undoubted rigt te estal-
to the Cosinthians, chapter 4, in whiciwe lisin absolute impediments tomdarriage,


