14 THE INDIANS.

We are thus apt to speak of them as lacking in
" appreciation of what has been received, but though
prizing the gifts, they bestow freely, and thus an
equality is made. This seems strange to the members
of civilized races, who are very profuse in giving
thanks for favors, but with the Indian it is “give and
take.” - In some Indian languages there is not a single
expression for “I am grateful to you,” but-they Wlll
say, “You have a good heart.” TFor all favors received,
they expect to give as much in return. When this
principle is applied to them in their relation to the
white people, they accept without thanks and do not
expect to pay again, as they think that the white
people have received in land more than they can ever
repay in gifts to their red brethren. Hence it savors
of ingratitude to us, who do not expect anything in
return, to see them ateept benefits without a word of
thanks. Among the Indians of the Pacific Coast, there
exists a festival known as “Potlach.” It is a Chinook
word meaning *“to give,” from the fact that the chief.
object is to make a distribution of gifts to friends. A
chief desiring honor, or an Indian wishing to obtain
a good name for hlmself will call the people of his
own and other tribes.to enjoy the abundant provision
made for them. Many of the adult members of the
tribes will spend years of hard toil, live in poverty,
denying themselves the necessaries of life, that they
may be able to save a sum sufficient to Lold a Potlach.
At these festivals a single Indian has been known
to distribute, in money and various kinds of articles,
to the amount of fifteen hundred dollars. At the
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