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14 The 'Hydah Mission,

May God bring those hard-hearted and long-continued
sinners to His footstool in deep penitence! Also, I have
instructed Paul Stilthta, and Paul’s wife, concerning confir-
mation, and hope they will be the first of the Hydah nation
to receive that rite.

Wednesday nights, during the months of November,
December,and January, I held what I called “testimony
meetings.” We sang a hymn, then I delivered a short

" address ; afterwards I called upon one to pray. After

" prayers I called upon those who said they believed in God (/

to stand up and tell their brethren what God had done for

_their souls, and the reason of their avowing themselves on

the Lord’s side. Very many stood up and declared they N
would try with God’s help to live good lives, and also to
attend church regularly. There are thirty-two who I think
arein real earnest after their soul’s eternal welfare, and
accordingly I have formed them into a catechumens’ class.
‘T have given each member a ticket, stating him to be a
member of St. John’s catechumens’ class. We gave the
name of St. John to our church at Christmas, 1883, and the
people are very pleased. .
From October to the end of May I have preached every
; Thursday night in the church, and have had large and
attentive audiences. The one great drawback amongst the
Hydahs is this. They say: “ We are not very wicked, and !
our lives are better than So-and-so’s ”’; and thus it is very
difficult to make them fully understand the necessity of a
change of heart and a baptism of the Holy- Spirit, before
they can really call themselves the children of God. ,
On Friday evenings, from October to May, Mrs. Harrison
has had her singing-class. Besides teaching the young
people the Christmas hymns referred to, she has taught them
“When our hearts are bowed with woe,” for Good Friday;
and “Jesus Christ is risen to-day,” for Easter Sunday; also
;he Ze Deum in Hydah, and many of Moody and Sankey’s .
ymns.

. Saturday I have to myself, and prepare my Sunday
addresses. We have had daily school in the mernings
from 10 to 12, and in the afternoons from z to 4.. Progress
all round very satisfactory.
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