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'l Do be sensible Lucy and let mamwa know that Isabel bas
come,» said Ada reprovingly.

1 90) 1ý answered Lucy with mock gravity, Il to usher my
illustrious mother to the presence of the noble Isabel of Leicester."

Oh 1 Lucy, just the same nonsensical," laughed Isabel.
Alasý I fear Ïhat, it will be thesame to, the end of the chapter,"

.sighed the incorrigible Lucy as she left the room. She som
returned bnng*ng the other members of the family with her, and

Isabel received a very warm. welcome. She could not help shed-
ding tears of happiness and gratitude, when Mrs. Mornington

embracing her said, Il ever look upon this as your home dear
child, whenever you like to come you will always find us glad to,
sS you," and Mr. Mornington added in his kindly tone Il yesyes,

always remember Isabel my dear, that while I have a roof over
my head, you have still a- home, and kind friends to, welcome you."

On. bcing conducted to her room, she found the test was given
her as of old; it was evident that her altered circumstances made
no difference at Eastwood. t

Rappy days were these which Isabel spent with her dearest
friends. Bob's party went off with great eclat, and the perfect
success of the Xmas trees was owing to Isabel's tasteful arrange-
ment.

The Ashtons arrived on 1ýew Year's Eve, for Ada was to be
married on twelfth day. Lady Ashton was very much surprised

to find how very partial the Morningtons were to Isabel, they
consulted her on all occasions, and her advice was almost invariably ti
taken. This annoyed Lady Ashton extremely, and she often li
succeeded in vezing her, and making her feel very uncomfortable.But Lady A shton's disag viogreeable beha Î* ur did not annoy Isabel hso, much as at Ashton Park. Here among her best friends, she
could even think of herself as a governm without experiencing
the same degree of mortification as fori:àerly, but she was still very b
sensitive upon that point.

Lady Ashton had noticed that her nephew, The Ilonorable fl
Arthui Barriton vu very attentive to Mi Leicester, this

raiaed her ire, and she wu determined to, prevent it-ehe resolved
to put à stop to itý so meing him seated next LmW at dinner, ate tiasked lm wAow the table fww her little papils were when she Wt
thém3j iSd' if Mm Arlington hâd gmnted exim holidays, sa üe

could scucely get back by the end of the usual Xmas vacation.".


