vi THE MORMON PROPHET.

ity, I have ventured to offer the simple truth,
as far as I have been able to discern it, con-
soling my advisers with the assurance that
its insidious influence will be unlikely to do
harm, -because, however potent may be the
direful latitude of otlfer religious novels, this
particular book can interest those wiser
folk who are best able to teal with it.

As, however, to many who have precon-
ceived the case, this narrative ‘might, in the
absence of explanation, seem purely fanciful,
let me briefly .refer to"the historical facts on
which it is based. The Mormons revere but
one prophet. As to his identity there can be
no mistake, since many of the “ revelations ”
were addressed to him by name—* To Joseph
Smith, Junior.” He never saw Utah, and his
public teachings were for the most part un-
exceptionable., Taking necessary liberty with
incidents, I have endeavoured to present
Smith’s character as I found it in his own
writings, in the narratives of contemporary
writers, and in the memories of the older in-
habitants of Kirtland. e

In reviewing the evidence I am unable
to believe thdt, had Smith’s doctrine been con-
scious invention, it would have lent sufficient
power to carry him through persecutions in




