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inay be pieser ved in health and stiength, tiat imie(licine-plaiits aind fruit tiees imay
contimue to gr(ow , that gaine miuay be abindant foi food and clothîng ,1 (d lie
concludes with the self-riglteous and iinconsciousl3 huinorous wish, May the
scent of the tobacco I lia' e thrown on the fire reacli Thee to let Thee kinow we
are still good, and that Thou ima3est give ,us all that we liuae a<sked'

With the iitioduction (i adoption of the belief i a Gîeat Spnit-"One,

you know, tlat bosses all the otlei spiîts, and the lttle peoples, and Ta-ioin-ýa-
wdi-gonî, and Ongweh6gon, you know," as a Seneca once explained to me-it
becaie necessary to provide sone neans of connunication betweein leaxen anid
earth iii addtion to pîayeî and thanksgivng, which, alone, aie soimewhat too
intangible for this purpose The Burînmg of the White Dog was therefore sevzed
as a fittng occasion foi the sending of iiessages heax eiwards But this lonig
antedates the appearance of Ska-ne-o-dy-o, who actually forbade the <ereiîmomîx,
probably because it was a subject of id<icule ainong w ite people Notw ith-

standing both circuinstances, oui Canadian Iroquois pagans mîamîtamî the custoii
in connection with their annual New Yeai's dance at the timne of the Feb11«an %
new imoon, when neai the close of a ten days' celebration the nastei of
ceremionies reverently says-

Great Master, behold heie all of our people w ho hold the old faith, and 1 %ho
ntend to abide by it

Bv imeanîs ot this dog beiig buîiied w e hope to please Thee, and thatjust S N e
have decked it witli ibbons and beads, Thou wilt grant favours to us, Thy ownî people

I now place the dog on the fie that its spirit imay find its way to Thee who
made it, and made everythng, and by this means we hope to get all w e w ant
from Thee in return"

In full accordance with Indian belief, the spirit of the dog, on ieaching
N1yoh, will apprise him of the state of affairs on the earth, a belief that not
only proves a w ant of faith m the adequacy of prayer alone, but which could
not have had any reason for its existence before Rawen Niyoh hinselt was
introduced to " boss all the other spirits" But the kilhng, burnng, or sacî1fice

of a white dog lias always, and everywhere over the northern part of our con-

tinent, possess, d some mysterious influence In my archæoeological repoit for

1898 I have taken some pamns to summarise our knowledge of this custoim,
whereby it appears that not only with the Iroquois, but anong the Algonkiai,
Athabaskan, and Siouan peoples, as well as among the more highly cultured
Aztecs, the custom of using such an animal in one or other of these ways
was very generally observed

It may suffice in this connection to state that in the opinion of General
Clark, of Auburn, New York, who has made a special study of Iroquoian
mnythology, the white dog is now employed as a substitute for the white wolf,
whichî formerly represented the sun, and Dr Brnton, quoting Von Tschudî,
approves the statement of the latter that " whîte dogs were closely related with
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