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The Dawn of a New Era

BT COUNT LEO TOLSTOI.

When people be ha re badly they 
always invent a philosophy of life 
which represents their bad actions 
to be not bad actions, but merely 
résolu of unalterable laws beyond 
their control.

In former times such a view of 
life was found in the theory that an 
inscrutable and unalterable will of 
God existed which foreordained to 
some men a Hmnb e efmsition and 
hard work, and toothers an exalted 
poeldon, and the enjoyment of the 
good things of life.

On this theme an enormous quan­
tity of books have been written and 
an innumerable quantity of sermons 
preached. The theme was worked 
up from every side possible.

It was demonstrated that God 
created different sorU of people- 
slaves and masters—and that both 
should be satisfied with their 
pnsi ions.

It was farther demonstrated that 
It would be better for the slaves in 
the next world, and afterward it 
was *howp that although the slaves 
were slaves and ought to remain 
such, yet their condition wou.d not 
be bad if the masters would be kind 
to them.

Then the very last explanation 
after the slaves here and in the 
United Sûtes had been emanci­
pated, and even a few short years 
ago by the president of the great 
American coal trust, which even 
now is allowed to disgrace the 
great country of the United Sûtes, 
was that wealth is entrusted by 
God to some people in order that 
they may use part of it in good 

?works, and so there ia no harm in 
some people being rich and others 
poor.

These explanations satisfied the 
rich and the poor for a long time, 
but the day came when these ex­
planations became unsatisfactory, 
especially to the poor who began 
to undersUnd their position,

Then freah explanations were 
needed, and they came in the form 
of science—political economy, which 
declared that it had discovered the 
laws which regulaU division of 
labor and the distribution of the 
producu of labor among men.

These laws, according to that 
science, are that the division of la­
bor and the enjoyment of its pro­
ducts depend on supply mad de­
mand, on eaplul, rent, wages of 
labor, values, profits, etc., in gen­
eral, on unalterable laws governing 
man's economic activities.

Soon, on this theme as many 
books and pamphlets were written 
and lectures delivered as there bad 
be^n treaties written and religious 
sermons preached on the former 
theme, and still unceasingly mouu- 
ulns of pamphlets and books are 
being written and lectures are be­
ing delivered, and all these books 
and lectures are as cloudy and un­
intelligible as the theological treat­
ies and sermons; and, they, too, 
like the theological tracts, fully 
achieve their intended purpose— 
that is, they give such an explana­
tion of the existing order of things
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as justifies some peoplein tranquilly 
refraining from labor and iu utiliz 
ing the labor of others.

The fact that for the Investiga­
tions of this pseudo science, not the 
condition of the people in the whole 
world through all historic time was 
Ukep to show the general order of 
things, but only the condition of the 
people in a small country, in most 
exceptional circumstances—this fact 
did not In the least hinder the ac­
ceptance as valid of the result tfc 
which the investigators arrived, 
any more than a similar acceptance 
is now hindered by the endless dis­
putes and disagreements of those 
who study that science and are 
quite enable, to agree as to the 
meaning of rent, eurples, value, 
profits, etc.

Only the one fundamental position 
of that science is acknowledged" by 
all, namely that the relations among 
men are conditioned not by what 
people consider right or wrong, but 
by what is advantageous for those 
who occupy an advantageous 
position.
, It is admitted as an undoubted 
truth that if in society many thieves 
and robbers have sprung up who 
take from the laborers the fruits of 
their labor, this happens not because 
the thieves and robbers have acted 
badly, but because such are the in­
evitable economic laws, which can 
only be altered slowly by an evolu­
tionary progress indicated by sci­
ence; and therefore, according to 
the guidance of science, people be­
longing to the class of robbers, 
thieves, or receivers of stolen goods 
may quietly continue to utilise the 
things obtsined by thefts and rob­
bery.

But the workingmen are begin 
ning to wake up, their eyes are 
gradually beginning to look through 
the maze of liee invented to keep 
them down, and all signs point to 
ward a new era when justice and 
equality will rule supreme and 
when every man shall be allowed 
unmolested to enjoy the fruits of 
his toll. My old eyes may not see 
that time, but it is coming.

When is need of furnishings look over 
the Sue stock carried by The Economic, 
which is choice, and at prices that are 
right.

It's up to you as a good union 
to assist organised labor by patronising 
thaw firms advertising in the Tribune.

LABOR CONVENTIONS 
Oct 17, New York, N.Y., United Tex­

tile Workers of America.
Oct. $8, New York, N.Y., International 

Compressed Air Workers Union.
Nor. 6, Pen Argyl, Pa., International 

Union of Slate Workers.
Dee. 4, Denver, CoL," National Alliance 

of Bill Posters and timers of America.
Dee. 4, Cleveland, O., International 

Seamen's Union.
IN 1WW.

Jan. S, St. Paul, Minn., Stone Masons' 
International Union of America.

Jan. 8, Washington, D.C., Internation­
al Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union of
A marten.

The following resolution, introduced 
by J. A. licit to the Trades and Labor 
Congre.-* of Canada at their recent ero­
sion in this city, is occasioning consid­
erable comment. That of the Hamilton 
Herald in n fair review of the situa­
tion, and being siich, we deem it well 
to quote it. This in the resolution:

FREE TRADE LOGICAL.
John A. Fieri made n strong speech 

in support of n motion which he intended 
to demonstrate the inconsistency of the 
manufacturer*. It was adopted by the 
congre* as follows:

wkw<te Ikl Tl«4w and Labor Con 
grass of Canada ha., ume and again 
put itself on record, by resolutions ns 
well ns . by active pertiripstioa in mea­
sures haring fer their purpose the ad­
vancement of the interests of manufac­
turers and employers of labor generally, 
and

Whereas, in pursuing this course we 
have accepted as correct xthe representa­
tions of employers that there is a 
mon mutual bond of material interests 
between capital and labor; and

Whereas thin oneness of interest 
not been manifest to labor by reciprocal 
co-operation from capital in measures 
calculated to promote the material wel­
fare of labor through their organisa­
tions, but, on the contrary, labor has 
been met by hostile action from employ­
ers, and particularly from associations of 
employers.

Therefore, be it resolved that, 
free trade in labor ia held by employer» 
to be necessary for the promotion of 
their interest*, we hold that free trade 
in the products of labor is equally logi­
cal and necessary for our well-being.

Therefore, the mutuality of interests 
between capital and labor can only be 
established when they operate to their 
interest through protection, reciprocity1 
or free trade ia labor and its products 
at one end the same time, as either one 
or the other become» an economic neces­
sity for the welfare of our country;

Resolved, that aR possible effort be 
put forth, and all opportunities be em­
braced to bring about an equality be­
fore the law aa between the buyer and 
seller of labor, which can beat be se­
cured at this time by the advocacy of 
such changea in our trade policy aa will 
result in more equitable protection.

Of which the Hamilton Herald has 
this to any:

A» the Manufacturers’ Association de­
mands more tariff protection, it in there­
fore good policy on our part to oppose 
It, and even to favor s lowering of the 
tariff, until such time as the -Manufac­
turers’ Association drupe its policy of 
hostility to our intereels.

Tbia attitude may not be worthy of 
commendation either as patriotic or •< 
economically sound, but it ia eminently 
naturnl.

Operative plcaterera met in the Li­
bor Temple Thursday, Sept. 28. There 
were two initiations and three applica­
tions for membership, and nomination» 
for the ensuing term, when tne follow­
ing were nominated: President, D. A. 
Webber; Vive President, Geo. McGill 
and Jam. Smith; Recording Secretary, 
Jaa. Ward; Financial Secretary, F. 
Fowler, A. Beaver; Treasurer, H. Nay­
lor aad J. A. Hi Neman; Sergeant-at 
Arma, A. Smith aad J. Potter; Trustees, 
F. Fowler, F. Heron, and W. Hamilton; 
Auditors, A. Beaver, J. Bellerman, aad 
F. Horigins, 'i ne sum of twenty-five dol­
lars was voted to the striking bakers. 
It we a large and enthusiastic meeting.

THE TARIFF.
The Tariff Committee of the Labor 

Council -Messrs. J. W. Fieri, Jam. Simp- 
ion, D. A. Carey and J. O. ()’Donohue, 
met on Monday afternoon to organise 
for a vigorous campaign. Information 
is to be sought from the different or­
ganisations in other countries. It we 
also decided to communicate with the 
farmers’ organisations who deni with the 
tariff question, with n view to oeeuring 
united action o* the tariff,
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