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“The Farmers Advocate.”

The question in Western Canada to-
day is hot so much how to make a liv-
ing as where to make it. The men
who can settle in a locality possessing
a mild, temperate climate, exeellent <d-
ucational and social advantages, mag-
nificent natural scenery and abundance
of game and game fish, and where
the opportunities of making a good liv-
ing are the same, if not bet!;e.r, than
in districts where these conditions do
not exist, would be extremely foolish
not to choose such a country. y

Victoria, B. C., Canada, the most
western city in His Majesty’s Domin-
ions, is acknowledged to be one of the
most_ beautifully situated cities in the
world. It has an equable climate that
eannot be equalled in any part of Can-
ada, and few. places in the Old Coun-
try. During the past few years its
fame as a delightful resort for those on
pleasure bent, and as a resxdeptm]
eity, has attracted thousands of visitors
and many prominent residents from_ all
parts of the empire and t.he.Unnted
States, -and, without doubt, it is guing
to be the great recreation and pleasure
resort of the Pacific Coast. As a toar-
ist and residential city, its reputatio
is now well established, but, somehow’
the fact has been lost sight of that it
is in the centre. of one of the most
beautiful stretches of country in the

West, a country that is not surpassed
anywhere for its suitability for mixed

Camping Scenes at Point M'a'caulay.

farming, poultry-raising, dairying, ahdm

especially for fruit growing. Of course
there is land equally as good in other
parts of Canada, but even that is
doubtful in reference to its suitability
for fruit-growing; but when you con-
sider its climatic and scenic advantag-
es, that it is dotted with small prov-
incial townships in which there is one
or more excellent schools, and that it is
within easy reach of a thoroughly up-
to-date and charming city, and other
cities on the mainland of B. C. and the
United States, we wonder that more of
the settlers who have come into West-
ern Canada during the past few years
have not found their way to the dis-
tricts around Vicmia.

There is, perhaps, one obvIBuSs ¥eAsoT ]

for this, namely, that for years there
has been no government land for sale,
and that most of the agricultural land
has been farmed by the original settlers
in rather large holdings. There has
been, therefore, no special inducements
for real estate agentg or others to spend
any money in advertising, and no great
prominence has been given to the possi-
bilities' of the districts around Viectoria.
Even now it is a rare thing to find a
Victoria real estate agent advertising
the country. That this is a serious
mistake there is no doubt, because dur-
ing the past few years things around
‘Victoria have changed wonderfully, and
there are hundreds of people who
would be attracted to our lovely part
of the country if their attention were
drawn to 'its advantages. The local
demand that has’ grown up for almost
everything that the farmer, the dairy-
man and the poultry-raiser can produce,
and the market for our .fruit that has
been opened up in Manitoba and the
Northwest, and the willingness of the
larger farmers and property owners
now to cut up their holdings into small-
blocks, have so changed conditions as
to. admit,of a very large immigration of
people o have some means-and who
would like to use what they have in
making a living in pleasant surround-
ings, or in. adding to there present in-
come. I, therefore take the liberty of
giving you a few particulars about this
part of the world, with some illustra-
tions that may be of some interest to
your readers.

The very first consideration when de-
ciding upon a new place of residence,
is weather conditions. No matter what
other advantages a country may pos-
sess, climate is the most important fac-
tor.

THE CLIMATE OF VICTORIA.

Victoria has a climate devoid of ex-
tremes of heat or cold, and much similar
to that of the south of England. There
are, practically, but two seasons, spring
and fall. Zero weather, sunstrokes and
prostrations fro mthe heat, are afflic-
tions only known to Victorians through
newspaper reports from other parts of
the world. Her proximity to the Pae-
ific ocean, and the flow of the Japan
current past her shozes, keep the tem-
perature of the winter above freezing
During the summer months the pre-
vailing winds are from the south-east,
whicl .passing over the snow-capped
Olympian_mountains and the straits of

Juan de Fuca, are comfortably temper- |

ed before reaching the city of Vietoria.
No day is so hot as to be uncomfort-
able, and no night so warm as to ‘war-
rant disearding the blanket. The ther-
mometer rarely registers, even on the
hottest days in summer, over 80 deg.
The winter climate is the most moder-
ate in Canada, the average lowest tem-
perature for the last three years being
40 deg. above zero. The rainfall is
the least of any city on the coast north
of San Franeisco, and it is a serious
mistake mnot to recognize that there is
not as much wet weather here as in
England. 'The rainfall for Vietoria and
other coast cities is shown by the fol-
lowing extract:

Mr. Wilson, of the C. P. R. telegraphs
has furnished the following interesting
figures, showing the rainfall during the
past year at different points in the
Province: i g

Vancouver,” 84,76 inches.

New Westminsrer, 63.21 inches.

Chilliwack, 62.835 inches.

Victoria, 26.47 inches.

Colonist, 1903.
THE NATURAL BEAUTY OF THE
i COUNTRY.

Vietoria City and -its suburbs have
become famous for their scemic attrac-
tions. Many of the farms that are
spread over the surrounding country

are in the most picturesque sitnations

that it is possible to imagine. Writing
upon_the seenic attractions of Vietoria,
Mr. F. F. Knight, in the London Morn-

¢

ing Post, said: 3
“The country immediately outside the

town is singularly beantifyl; - the  un-
covered’

dulating ‘ promontory being
with woods of pime and fir, and a lovely
wild jungle of arbutus, roses, flower-

ing bushes of many varicties, and Eng:
lish broom, which since it was imported
here, has spread all over the more open
country, so that it is ablaze with golden
blossoms for a great portion of : the
year. In the spring and summer there
is an extraordinary abundance of beant-
iful wild flowers, and in the autumn
all the vegetation is aglow with tints
vivid or mellow, and amid this pleasant
bocage, skirting the little bays and
headlands of the promentory, are scat-
tered the delightful- homes of the for-
tunate citizens of Victoria. How mag:
nificent are the landscapes on which the
possessors of these pleasantest of ho}nes
look out, embracing broad waters, sinn-
ous straits, timbered islands and capes,
and,; behind all, the mighty mountain
ranges ©f the mainland, with_their sum-
mits: of eternal snow. the 'most conspic-
nous peak behind Mount Baker, . which,
though a hundred miles away, is gen-
erally clearly visible from here.”
Naturally, with such a climate and
such surroundings, the only thing lack-
ing to make life completé, to those who
are not. fortunate enough to be indepen-
dent, is some business or industry . in

-+ which a living can be made,

' -~ FRUIT GROWING. . .

offers one of ‘the best openings for peo-
ple of small means and who wsih to
employ their time in a pleasant occupa-
tion. ' During my last visit. to Winunipeg
a large fruit dealer said: “If you can

‘| Not a sick bird could be seen in or a-‘

Georgia, with the picturesque islands,
equalling if not surpassing the. Thou-
saud Islands. Leaving Seattle by. boat
on a beautiful morning, as warm as
May in Quebec, I could remain outside
Wwitheut a top coat, and view the scen-
ery on either side of the Puget Sound,
{and in the distance could be seen the
Casche and Olympic mountains, cover-
ed with snow, while in the foreground
are lesser mouuntains, covered with fir
and ether trees; a picture nov artist can
paint, ;

“On my arrival at Vietoria, I found
the grass as green as summer, more
barticularly . the lawns surrounding the
Government buildings. There had been
little if any snow. to speak of during
the winter, and at several places I vis-
ited during ;?yv\stay in Vietoria, I not-
iced the. fowls roosting in the trees. I
Temained in Victoria until Monday eve-
ning the 9th. I received an invitation
from H. W. Bullock, Bsq., to spend a
few’ days with ‘“him 4n his' beautiful
home on Salt Spring island, about halt
way between Nanaimo aund ‘Victoria,
hnvin‘gMdaily connection ‘with both pla-
ces, r. Bulloek has a very oomp?ete
poultry plant, -up-to-date buildings, and
very suitable runs, being all ‘planted to
fruit trees, giying ample shade; in fact,
all its surroundings are of the best for
i successful poultry-raising. Mr. Bullock
has about two hurdred and forfy hens,
all, with the exception of six rose-com-
bed Minorcas, silver-laced Wyandottes.

bout the buildings. He was gathering
an average of one hundred and tweuty
eggs per day, when I was there, a,good
average for the season of the year. He

ships his eggs to Victoria once a week.
He has a few chicks hatched, and a
two-hundred-egg Cypher machine in op-
eration, and intends starting a Prairie
State of the same capacity in a few
days.

*I enjoyed my stay very much with
Mr. Bullock, who, by the way, is an
English gentleman in every sense of
the word, and is only in the poultry buas- |
iness ‘as a pastime, enjoying the com-
forts or a beautiful home, and on an
island that might be called a sports-
man’s paradise.” I

It will be noticed tnat evem on this
up-to-date ranch, poultry-raising is only
gone into as a pastime, and the eggs,
are only reared for the local market.
And this is in_a country where ‘eggs
are worth, wholesale, from 15¢ to 60Q¢
per dozen during t.e year; chickens
from 30c¢ to 60c each; and ducks $12
per dozen. The export business hasf
never been catered to in the least; in|
fact, all the case eggs handled here by
wholesalers ecome from the Bast or
from Califarnia. The magnitude of th's
business can be realized from -the fact
that there are fifty eases of eggs a day
going into the Yukon.

pack your fruit as they do in Califoruia
your district < can capture the whole
‘Western Canadian market., It has the
finest texture and flavor of any fruit
coming into this country.” The Pro-
vincial government has been alive to
this question of packing for some sime,
and employ an expert to give growers
practical instruction in this matter; the
result is that our customers have little
to complain of in this respect. It is a
very gratifying faet that last year there
was a demand for three times the am-
ount of fruit grown, which could have
been sold at good prices. This industry
is so far, however, only in its infancy.
No organized or systematic effort has
been made to thoroughly develop fruit
culture; but there is no reason whatever
why the districts around Victoria shouald
not- develop a business in certain lines
equalto—nay, surpassing—that of Cal-
ifornia. =~ Of course there are ‘certain
kinds that are procured in the Southern
State that cannot be grown around
Victoria, namely, oranges, bananas and
other semi-tropical fruits, but for
apples, prunes, cherries, pears, strayw-
berries and raspberries, there is no finer
country’ on earth. .

The experimental stage in fruit cul-
ture here has been passed. It has been
demonstrated - that there are certain
varieties that can be grown to as fine
a stage of perfection as possible, that
there is a market which ean absorb. all
that can be grown, at a splendid profit,
and that there is any amount of the
finest land for the purpose at prices that
are more reasonable than is asked in
places that have not half the advanta-
ges of Victoria. All that is wanted
now is the advent of newcomers, who
are expert at the business, to avail
themselves of the opportunities that exe
ist ‘and to go into the business unon
expert and practical lines. and Vie-
will be the center of one of the best and
most profitable countries in America.

POULTRY-RAISING.

There is scarcely less opportunity in

poultry-raising than in fruit culture,

world- are the same;. namely, an utter
absence of advertising. In fact it 1s
doubtful yet if there are many people m
Victoria and surrounding districts that

hickens hayve been looked upon largely
:s one ‘used - to look upon the family
pig, isomething that, at the end of the
can eat up the scraps, and that oace
or twice a year bring in a few dollars,
or help to pay the grocery bill. A scien-
tific all-run poultry farm can be made
one of the most valuable properties in
Western = America—there is room for
dozens of them around Vietoria, and
there is no place more suitable. On

sions of Mr. L.’

found interesting.

the 28th of January,
and Northérn Pacific, arriving at Sea-
ttle on the  evening of February 2nd.
The next morning I took the boat for
Vietoria, reaching the benutiful__m'ty,
the Pacific gateway to the Dommgon
of Canada, and the capital of British
Columbia, which becomes interesting to.
all who visit the Pacific coast, owing
to its naval and military strength, and
its position as the first port entered by
all eteamghips from Awustralia, China
and the jent. I think Vietoria the
most charmingly situated: eity. in Can- |
ada. - On the south and westi are the
Rtraite of Juati de Fuca and the Pacific

Ocean, and on the east lies the Galf of

and the causes that have prevented this
from becoming known to he outside-

really comprehend the enormous possi-
bilitiZs of this industry. Chickens: why

i v the experiences and impres-
this matter the e 4 Jarvis,bet‘}!le r*;;ltg
y : - judge, -of . Quebec, - wi >
sy e s On his réturn from
|a visit to Victoria, he saig: Tt in this » X 3 .
- ft Moutreal on the evening of ence to climate and adaptability of the
Py by the G. T. R.

Is it not surprising that with such a

perfeet climate and country for poultry,
and with a limited market at such high
prices, there are not some large and
scientificaly-run farms? There are ver-
tainly = opportunities in this husiness
around Victoria that cannot be ,equalled
anywhere in the world.
DAIRYING.

It s the opinion of the farmers in
the district around Vietoria that. dairy-
ing pays better than any other branech
of mixed forming. There is not a dis-
triet = within fifty miles of Victoria
‘where this fact is not patent. Six years
ago there was not a creamery in Brit-
ish Columbia, while at the present
time there are six, and others in con-
templation. There are two tributary to
the city of Victoria, aund their product
is sold almost before it is made. There
is not a distriet in Canada where butter
sells Tor a higher price than here. ‘s
is evidenced by’ the fact that during'
1902 the Cowichan creamery manufac-
tured 96,000 pounds of bfitter, which
was -sold at an average of 2’f1/.-c per
pound, while the creamery that  has
recently been opened within three miles
of Victoria manufactured and sold the
first year 115,000 pounds at an average
price of 28c per pound. ¢

These creameries have not only found
a market for the cream of the farmers
at good prices, but they have been able
to pay good dividends on shares, which
are held by farmers in the district
Nowwithstanding that the increase in
the production of butter has been so

material during the past few years, it ;

has not kept pace with the .increased
demand, and there is no doubt but that
three times the amount of butter made
loeally conld be sold.  'What has been
said ‘in this article already with refer-

land for mixed farming, dairying, ete.,
need not be added to; there are no dis-
tricts in the ‘West that are more sait-
able in these respects than those around
Vietoria, In reference to the dairying
in these districts, the following extracts
are taken from “Land and Agriculture.”
published by the Provincial Govern-
ment:

“Dairying pays better than any other
branch of mixed farming. The prin-
cinal difficulty where conditions’ are
athareien favorable is the scarclty of
skilled lahor for milking, ete. Dairying
is profitable, and likely to comtinue nro-
fitable, on' acronnt of the high prices
realized for fresh butter, and the faet

that the demand is constantly increas-
ing.”? i

“With regards to breeds of cattle
most suitable, all breeds have been tried
but  the conclusion, which practical
dairymen have arrived-at here, is the
same as has been arrived -at elsewhere
—that the breed is of little importance;
it is the cow herself. If there is any
preference at all at the present: time,
it is for Jerseys and the milking type
of Shorthorns.” -

In tne 33iest meport of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, ke tollowinq re-
ferences are made to poultry-raising
and fruit growing, which will be found
interesting in view of what has already
been said upon these subjects:

“Many parts, on account of the grav-
elly nature of the soil rendering it warm
and dry in winter, and the absence of
predatory animals, are partici rly. well
adapted to the production of pou b
In fact, were I asked to locate a poultry
farm  jn the Province;. I sghounld un-
hesitatingly recommend this  district.
The comparatively easy work in con-
nection with this industry, the proximity
to ‘the markets, the climate, the good
prices obtained at all seagons of the
year for fowls and eggs, all point to
poultry-raising as the ome branch of
agricultural purSuits for which this dis-
trict is well adapted, and, provided it
is prosecuted with diligence and in -an
enlightened and rational manner, prob-
ably the most profitable, and will give
quicker returns than any other. In any
case, it is a good adjunct to fruit raising
which cannot be expected to give max-
imum returns in less than four or five
years. Small fruits, of course, do well,
especially strawberries; and since fruit
can now be sent in car load lots to the
Northwest Territories. and Manitoba,
without breaking bulk, a great incen-
tive is given to its production.”

HOG; SHEEP AND CATTLE RAIS-
ING.

These three branches of mixed farm-
ing can also be profitably carried on
around Victoria. There is an excellent
market for hogs weighing from 120
to_ 160 pounds, fat enough for the butchs
er, and there is a constant demand for
hogs of this class.  Prices during iast
year were from 6c to 8¢ a pound, and
the conditions of the country are most
suitable for this kind of farming.

Sheep-raising is profitable in some of
the districts around Vietoria, but not
in others; but there is no doubt that
the market conditions are such that to
a' man who thoroughly understands
sheep, and who has been fortunate
enough to secure a good rum, they are
very profitable; prices ranging from.$5
to $7 each.

The cattle business is profitable, and
is one of the most promising branches
of mixed farming that anyone can take
up at the present time. There is an ex-
cellent home market for all that can
be raised. Beef cattle bring from 6lc
to 9¢ a pound, live weight, and dairy
cattle $50 to $i.J per head.

There is not the space available in
this article for.a more detailed account
of these branches of farming. It is
safe say that there is scarcely a dis-
trict%n the coast where there is a
finef stretch of well-cultivated farming
land< than in this vicinity, as the illus-
trations in this article will testify.

VICTORIA AS A HOLIDAY
RESORT."

During the past two or three years
the eity has come -to the #ront -as a
vacation resort, and is today, probably,
patronized by the people‘of Manitoba
and the Northwest, both summer and
winter, more -than any other city in
Canada. Those who have mot done so
should certainly spend their vaeation in
Victoria. They will find a most inter-
esting and delightful city, with every
facility for emjoying themselves, and
will at- the same time be able to enquire
into the possibilities of the surrounding
country.

DISSATISFIED RHODESIANS:

Rhodesia wishes to become a Crowu
Colony free from the denomination of
the British ‘South Africa Company.

This i8 not a new movement; for
many years there have existed no sev-
erer critics of the Chartered Company’s
regime than the people of Rhodesia.

By the Cape Mail steamer which ar-
rived om Saturday, bringing Dr. Jam-
eson aud .a number of prominent South
Africans, came also a deputation from
Rhodesia, the outcome of a represent-
ative conference of Rhodesians which
met at Salisbury in June. -

‘The main grievances et forth are:—

1. The impecuniosity of the Chart-
ered Company.

2. The unequal treatment of Rhod-
esians by the company.

8. The creation of monopolies.

4. The preferential treatment of
large financial corporations.

“Rhodes did much to make the count-
ry impessible. He forced our trafiic over
the Cape lines, and to this day the
Hast Coast frade is throttled by exhor-
bitant railway rates.” ¢

The Bast Coast route from Beira to
Salisbury is a little_over two hundred
miles as compared to the route from
Capetown to Salisbury, which is 1,800
miles.

“We hope to. see Rhodesia run by the
Imperial Government,” eaid one of the
deputationy “with the purchase price of
the country. as the Natiomal Debt.”

The market capitalization ef the
Chartered Company mn%z(-)be placed at
the present time at £6,720,000 on ac-
count of share capital and some £1,180,-

in = respect of debenture capital
Roughly, therefore, we can say that the
: market estimates the Chartered Com-
pany as a goilig concern with all its
assets, rights, and goodwill, lock, stock
and barrel, at £8,000,000. But the Char-
tered Company, it is known, places a
considerable sentimental -walue on its
political rights.

B o ———
VESSELS NOW DISARMING.

Shanchai, Aug. m;—ma;Rueéian _tor-
pedo boat destroyer (Grozovoi has heen
disarmed and the cruiters Askold will
disarm tomorrow. -

v

\

¥

Next Flags!

.

Interesting Rumor _Aroi;hd City
Regarding Successor of
The Grafton.

-

General Shipﬁlﬁd Intelligence
of Port Coast and
Ocean

It wag rumored at Esquimalt and
around town in well-informed circles
yesterday that the admiralty had de-
cided to place in commigsion on this sta-
tion as the mext flagship, either a see-
ond-class battleship or a frst-class cruis-
er, with the usual comcomitant secon-
dary vessels.. That is. if the flagship
were to be of either the classes men-
tioned, the complementary vessels of
the squadron would have .to be much
more’, powerful in: proportion than the
vessels. of the present: squadron.

This romor could not bé traced to its
sourceé, but seemed to be very general,
and as it is exactly in line with the pe-
port. sent out some time ago that the
admiralty had decided to add id-
erably to the floating strength on. this
station—as the land defences have been
made immensely stronger than they ever
were before—the rumor ebtained a great
deal of credence.

The events in the Guif of Pechilli dur-
ing the past hhalf year have also led
many to believe - that the admiralty
would take early steps to place the near-
est British-American station to the Ori-
ent in-a state of preparedness for any
eventualities, bécause in these days of
sudden international complications no
one knows from one week to another
whethier his nation will be at peace or
war. The fulfillment of the rumor men-
tioned would be very pleasing to Vic-
torians, as it would mean a very im-
portant accession to the traffic of the
city.

THE GRAFTON RETURNS.

Flagship Back in Port From Her Cruise
Into the Northern Waters.

Yesterday afternoon H. M. 8. Graf-
ton, flagship of the Pacific squadron
passed into Esquimalt harbor from her
trip to the northern end of the island.
The Grafton went as far north as Port
Simpson, where she remained a day or
two before returning south. Excellent
weather was enjoyed, although it was
a little thick at times along the coast
owing to the dense volumes of smoke
rolling from the forest fires. The Graf-
ton is mow preparing for her cruise to
Honolulu for which port she is expect-
ed to leave shortly. It is reported that
on her ‘return from the Hawaiian isla
ands the Grafton may leave very soon
for England to refit and recommission.

FOR LONG. VOYAGE.

Small Craft to Make a Trip From Se-
attle to Dawson.

The little steamer Schwatka, recently
purchased -by C. W. Thebo and C. L.
Peabody from Capt. Troup, of the Can-
adian Pacific Railway ‘Company, reach-
ed the Schwabacher dock yesterday
from Ballard and commenced loading
provisions and fuel for a 5,000-mile voy-
age from Seattle to Dawson, says the
Seattle Times, : .

Should the Schwatka experience good
weather it is likely she will reach her
northern destination before the close
of the open season on the Yukon river,
and at St. Michael. On the mnortherm
YOy Capt. Thomas _ will _take the
Schwatka by way of the inside passage
as far as’'Juneau, when the little vessel
will enter the Gulf: of Alaska.

On the voyage to the Yukon river the
Schwatka will stay close to the shore
line, and being a very light draught
boat, will be able to navigate in shallow
water. Instead of entering the Yukon
river mear St. Michael, the Schwatka
will go through False pass and strike
the Yukon river:about 300 miles from
its mouth. i

WAR INSURANCE.

Limit in Risks Has Seen Its Highest
Probable Notch.

According to the local representatives
of the large London marine insurance
companies, there is no danger of the
‘insurance rate on war risks going high-
er than now, and there is every indica-
tion of a drop, says the Seattle Times.
But notwithstanding this fact, a large
Edstern meat firm has placed insur-
ance on a shipment of canned meats
that will be. sent from Seattle by the
next Boston Steamship Company’s boat
to the Orient.

The insurance companies have a
clause in their war risk policies that
makes it impossible for the persons get-
ting the insurance to cancel their or-
ders. All insurance is taken with this
clause in the contracts. So if the rate
goes down the companies will be pro-
tected.' Otherwise if the rate went down
before the sailing of the vessel that car-
ried the cargo the owners cotld cancel
their policies and secure insurance at
the lower rate.

BATTERED UNDER.

Barge Elizabeth Succumbs to Terrific
Northern Gale.

Unable to weather out a sevére storm in
Behring sea August 7, the big barge Eliza-
beth, in tow of the tug Irene, was wreck-
ed .en route to St. Michael from Seattle.
The Irene reached Seattle late Wednes-
day afternoon from the north and tled
up at the Arlington dock. "Leaving ‘Seat-
tle June 27, the Irene proceeded north by
way of the inside passage and experienced
no bad weather until after departing from
gutch Harbor for the mouth -of the Yukon

ver.

Officers of the tug Irene say that the
Blizabeth could not stand the. terrible
beating of the waves and a short time af-
ter the storm came on the timbers parted
and - the barge filled with water, Heavy
timbers were seen to wash away by those
standing on the Irene’s deck. For four-
teen hours after the barge started to go
to pleceg the Irene kept“it in tow. Final-
ly it was decided to abandon the Bliza-
beth and the last of its timbers soon dis-
appeared from view.

The Elizabeth was Intended for n?e on
the Yukon river between 8t. Michael and
Dawson. The barge was one of the larg-
est ever started north and was only recent-
ly built at Lake’s shipy: at Ballard. It
is said that the owners of the barge lost
about $6,000 as a result of the wreck. The
money to build the Elizabeth was furnish-
ed by parties represented by John D. An-
derson.

Besides the loss of the big barge, there
was 100 cords of wood, deck load of coal
and provisions in the hold. According to
the Irene’s log, the barge was lost about
280 miles north of Dutch Harbor. At the
time the Irene was unable to reach a har-
bor, Nunivak Island being” the nearest
point of land, about 100 umiles distant.

FAMOUS THOROUGHBRED DEAD

Sacramento, Cal., Aug. 29.—Darebin,
one of the leading s 8 at J.  B.-
Haggin’s Rancho del Paso stud, is
dead. The great horse was put to death
to put.-him out of his misery. Darebin
had reached the age of 27.years. Heo
was imported from Australia by - Mr.
Haggin, the price paid for him, it is
said, being $30,000. 3

e —
THE RUSSIAN ROUT..

Liasoyang, Aug. 29.—The Russians
lost 800 in killed or wounded during the
Tetreat from Ansnanshai, the Japanese
making a forced march by night, and

ertaking the Russigng at daylight.
;e'ne:al g]E{mxtkovxzk,v was Killed by a
shell, ’ d

May Be Larger)

S5 g £ TR A
RUSSIA AT BAY.”
‘The Prince Talks .

Percival Gibbon - writes in - the

Mail from St. Petersburg as fol-

ows:—

Leaning back among the brocaded

cushions of his eavernons armchair, the

Prince stroked a blonde beard as much

like the Czar’s as the Czar’s own. He

had a Ouida-esque white hand, and is
point-device a guardsman, but, philoso-
phic beyond the grandoise wont of the

‘Imperial House,

“We are abashed, perhaps,” he ad-
mitted, dreamily. “But abashed is not
beaten. It is dangerous—oh, very, dan-
gerous—to drive a Russian into a cor-
ner. With us, to have our back against
the wall is to begin to live. That is
the Mongol, the sunrise in the blood of
this race. It is what we retain of the
acimal, the foundation, pne would say,
of our nature. Oh, but I am not blind
to' my own people, I have ‘the eyes
that come to one from seeing frontiers,
aid how shomld I not know of what
kind are the men I must perhaps some
day lead? I will give you—what you
eal] it?—a tip, my friend. Yes, a tip.
It is the mistake of Europe to go to
Russia as one would go to Franes,. to,
England, to the Quirinal. One should
80 to Russia in the same way, with
the same care and the same means, as
to China. Then, ah, then, you begin
to talk!™
. The Prince is a member of five clubs
in London, and his English is often
gracefully idiomatie,

“Look, now, at the moujik,” he re-
sumed, with lowered eyelids, joining
his long fingers judicially. “Is it 'a man
you see there simply? Is it a kind of
thing that is half appetite and half
education? Oh, but not & bit of it. A
long way deep down there is an Bast-
ern, an Oriental, and this Oriental is
the engine that truly governs the whole
moujik. He is a man like another man,
because the Oriental cannot go naked.
The police will Tun him in if he is nof
garmented in respectfulness and trou-
sers and hunger, and it is not the mou-
jik all lonely. He is the stem of Rus-
sia, and out of him, like the twigs of

i
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class that profits, the class that gov-
erns, the class that decorates. Me, too;
all the same old lot—all pitched with
the same brush. We are Easterns un-
derneath, and it is tommy-rot to try
to put the salt of the West on the tail
of the East.

“What is it of such a force you find
when you go in gold lace and cocked
hats to talk with China? It is a dip-
lomat who can win credit by lying,
honor by breaking trust, and renown
by treachery. If he takes your “bribe,
he lose no rank; if he sell you a pup,
what then? All is lovely in the gar-
den. He is_out of your reach: yes, all
the time. When you try to pin him
down to a square deal, he can duck
free from you, apd dodge where you
cannot follow through any wicked sin-
fulness. It is the soft thing of the
Eastern; his soul is not troubled with
business. That is for the brain, the
tricky brain of all the world, and the
real man is not bothering himself. And
yet you try cocked hats on him—as if
it was a Lord Mayor!”

The gentle contempt, the: tolerant and
superior amusement on the Prince’s
delicate features were things to carve
on a tombstone.

“Now, this Hastern,” he resymed
soon, crossing one admirably trousered
leg over the other, “is not & thing you
can write down and remember, like ‘the
name of a street. You must not judge
of him by other people. You must take
a rest, you must let up; and because the
Petropavlovsk is immersed, and Port
Arthur will chuck a sponge, it is not
to think that all is going to rip like
that. No! .Not a bit of it! It wiﬁ take
a little bit more yet to give Russia—
all the Russia of the people—a veritable
scratch, and then there will be a Tar-
tar to be caught which will not keep
off the grass for the Geneva conven-
tion.

“The Japanese,” he drawled, “the
more they make war, the more they
are European. But we, the longer we
fight, the more we are HEasterns, and
some day we will be—how is it?—seri-
ously annoyed. With her back against
the ‘wall of a partisan Europe, rearing,
however, to chip in, Russia will—er—
come out wonderfully. Like a rat in a
corner. It is our way. These eti-
quettes of fighting, these punctilios ot
making dead . people, they cramp our
style. But when we get our shirt out,
as Rmdyard Shakespeare says, then
there will be a high old kettle of fish.
There will be such a war as <is not
written of, a devastation, a fight to a
finish, with nobody te say, ‘Oh, fie!’
when there is a hit under the zone,
and nobody shout, ‘Please come out of
it,’ when one is down and the other is
engorging him. Thipk, only!

He shook his head meditatively.

“There has not been a war,” he de-
clared. “No in verity, a war of the
true actuali War is the end of law,
and it is proper to kill wounded and
hang prisoners and torture spies and
poison water. It is the real thing, but
uneasy to do. Yet conceive a great

life, what shall they stop at? What
can you forbid, with all to lose—life,
credit,” power an’ all, an’ all? .And
fighting you must cogitate, not with a
people like them, but with a race they
regard like yellow niggers, impertin-
ents, insolents, with. a blooming cheek,
coming out of the East to be cock of
the walk. Ah, hut Russia' will engage
herself. - 8he will take off her coat, and
gird up her groins, and tuck in her tup-
penny—all- Russia, the people- and the
Government - fighting together  with
money and blood and brains, like the
boys of the old brigade. But not yet,
mark! « Not simply for the Petropay-
lovsk and Port -Arthur. No! She will
take aihand when there is danger, and
danger so near that it can kindle what
is not easy to find in the Russian—his
imagination. Ah, but once that is done;
we shall be busy, and there will be
wigs on the lawn.”

' “Oh, it is no end of game to be an
Fastern,” he concluded. “When you
have come to the cono]usxon.ot your
humanity, you have a fine animal left.
It is not only the Western that can
make a hog of himself, but you will
find that when Russia is forced to it
she can be simply beastly.”

b e o
CZAR AND CONVICT.

. The St. Petersburg correspondent of
the ‘‘Tageblatt” relates an interesting
episode, which he also says is the only
foundation for the sensational state-
ment made in a London newspaper that
two infernal machines were found ta
the private apaptments of the Cazar’s
palace.

A few days ago the Czar was walk-
“ing with his daughters in the. grounds
surrounding the palace, when sudden-
Iy a man employed in the gardens ap-
proached His Majesty, and, kneeling
down a short distance off, held out a
petition. .

With his usual cordiality the Czar
went up -to-the man, asked his name
and what he wanted, and was consider-
ably surprised to hear, “I am an escap-
ed convict from Siberia. who implores
your Majesty’s gracious pardon.”

Inquiries proved the truth of the
gardener’s extraordinary statement.
After escaping from. Siberia he had
wandered from Siberia, where, relying
on a falSe passport, he had sought work.
Strangely enough, he was taken on as a
casual laborer in the park at Tzarkoe
Belo. His industry and sobriety were
noticed, and he“was soon given regular
work and’ fixed wages in.the Imperial
greenhouses,

A desire to.feel perfectly secure am-
ong hig fellow-men had(impelled him_to
take ‘the desperate step of applying
direct to the Czar for pardon.

His Majesty was interested” in- the

man_and gave orders that he should
not * be ‘punished, X

River Valley

——

Ranchers Frdm Newly.ODened
Regilon Talk of Country’s
Prospects,

:the uneyx and in fact all over t

a bush, you have the Romanoffs, the|ed

people of Rasterns fighting for very)

Northcrn-People Think Kitimaat
Will Be the Terminal
- Point.

Two English gentlemen who have been
ranching in the Bulkley valley, and who
have come out on business, were seen
last- evening at the Hotel Balmoral, by

a member of the Colonist staff, and they
gave some interesting particulars con-
cerning that great morthern country,
The settlers are going ‘in mapidly, and
the farming and stock raising lands are
being taken up in all directions. Great
hopes are enterta?ed by all regarding
the Grand Trunk Paeific railway, which
it is hoped will pass through the Bulk-
ley“valley on its way to the coast.
The general opinion of the ple in
t al north,
is that Kitimaat will be the terminus.
Nothing definite, of course, is known,
bu_t‘the natural advantages possessed by
Kitimaat over even Port Simpson, seem
to favor the belief that it is at the head
of the inlet of that name that the rajl-
way will find salt water,

" Tuek’s inlet was a good - deal men-
tioned, but the engineers who are met
With in the north do net seem to regard
it favorably. . They seldom mention it in
connection witn the railway.” The natu-
ral obstacles seem to put Tuck’s inlet
out of the running for the ‘terminus.
One fact about that inlet, however,
the two gentlemen mentioned with keen
interest, and that was the splendid runs
of salmon in the inlet. Back in the
‘mountains a short distance from the
arm is a lake, from which flows a little
river with a fall of about seventeen feet
over a rocky ledge near the shore of
the inlet. If salmon ladders were erect-
at that point so that the salmon
could get up to spawn in the lake, it
would be found to be an ideal spot for
this purpose, and would be of great
yalue to the fisheries of the provinee.
The only way to get those salmon in
Tuck’s inlet is by seining, if that method
were: allowed there would be mo frou-
blg in catching plenty of the fish; other-
wisé the prospects for the fishing would
not be good.:

Thos.e ranchers from Bulkley spoke
en;hgsmstically of the fertility of the
soil in the valley. The timothy grows
as high as the back of a horse, and
such Crops as peas and the like reach
an astonishing growth. Potatoes are al-
ways a magnificent crop, while other
Toot crops can be grown with great suc-
cess. The two travelers believe that
fruit could be grown profitably in the
Bulkley valley, especially apples, pears
and plams. The only drawback is the
summe rfrost. Last July a blighting
frost set in over the valley and did a
considerable amount of damage. Yet the
potatoes, in spite of this severe set-back,
picked up shortly and made an excellent
crop after all. »

It is a great country for ‘prospectors,
as the mineral resources of the sur-
rounding hills are great. Fine speci- .
mens of copper have been brought in
from neighboring prospects, while coal
can be seen in various parts of the
Tegion, sometimes outeropping seams
being upwards of ten feet thick. As a
cattle-raising country it would be hard
to beat the Bulkley region, with 1its
rank and luxuriant growth of succulent
grasses and its abundant waters.

Should the railway line go through the
Bulkley valley, the value of tae land all
over that country would be enormously
enhanced. It is doubtfal, however, at
present whether it is to be the Bulkley
or the Kispiaks valley; on the other side
of the Skeena that is to be the favored
route. The Xispiaks valley contains
much fine land, and is almost equally as
desirable as. a ranching and farming
country, though mot so extensive as the
Bulkley.

‘Speaking of the game in the region
ground the Bulkley they described it as
a sort of~hunters’ paradise. Caribou
are to be found in the high ground near
by; bears are plentiful, grouse are in
great numbers, although strange to say,
duck are scarce. Rabbits abound, and
offer excellent sport, as they are not
easy marks. They are more 1ike the
hare_than the genuine rabbit, and their
coloring and agility call for excellence
of marksmanship.

The two travelers from the Bulkley
valley regard their section' of the prov-
ince as one enjoying first-rate prospects
for considerable development in the
near future, especially if the railway
line should pass through that way, and
there seems to be a gobd deal of like-
lihood that it will before long.

RUSSIANS RELEASE
A CAPTIVE SHIP

Steamer Arabla Taken By Vladi-
vostock Squadron Reaches
Shanghal.

Shanghai, Aug. 29.—The German
Steamer Arabia belonging to the Ham-
burg Anierican line, arrived here
from  Vliadivostock. is is the wvessel
which “was ecaptured by the Vladivos-
tock squadron in July. A prize crew
was put on board her and she was tak-
en to Vladivestock, where she arrived
July 28th. She was tried before a prize
court, which condemned twenty thou-
sund barrels of fiour and seventy-one
railroad car bodies. The réemainder-of
the eargo and the ship were released.

The British steamer Cauchas from
Tacoma for Japan ports, which was ar-,
rested by the Vladivostock squadron
thirty miles north of Tokio bay last
July, was also taken into Vladivostock.
The flour and lumber on board was con-
fiscated by the Russians without wait-
ing the action of the prize court. The
Calchas is now at Vladivostock with
‘balance of her eargo on board.

The Arabia brought also to Shanghai
the captain and erew of the German
steamer Thea, which was sunk by the
Vladivostock fleet. The Russians made
no attempt to take the Thea into port.

The Arabia reports that there are
few signs of war at Vladivostock. Vice-
roy- Alexieff is there, and the town is
full of officers and troeps. The Russian
cruiser Gromoboi and Russia arrived
from their engagement August 14th,
with Vice Admiral Kamimura’s fleet
in a terribly damaged condition. The
repairs to the Russian cruiser Bogatyr,
which was damaged by running aground
near Vladivostock are mnearly completed.
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RUSSIA DID NOT PAY.

Berlin, Aug. 20.—The complaint of
the deputation from the London Cham-
ber of Commercé to Premier Balfour
Friday, ‘that Russia paid for the Ger-
man vessels seized, while refusing satis-
faction to the British, is denied by Herr
Didierichsen of Kiel, the owner of the
German steamer Thga, who telegraphs
to the Associated Press that such is not
the case. No satisfaction has been given
for the Thea.

S
KING ALFONSO TURNS SPORT.

Bilbap. Spain, Ang. 29.—King Alforsc
has undertaken to organize an interna-
tional regatta ot q}gmo similar to the
Kiel recatta, "he King will present a
onp. nnde had ‘promised to personally on-

deavor to. obtaim -foreign entries,




