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The Grouse~(}reek Imbroglio.

_The return of the Governor from
“Cariboo confirms the lamentable ac.
counts previously received of his Ex~
cellency’s doings there, A most hu~
miliating compromise has been made
with a band of men who had taken up
&rms to resist the due execution ot the
laws.  The whole civil power of the
Government has been successfally de-
fied. . The solemn decision of a legall
constituted law court has been thruss
aside .in obedience to the demands of
amob, The prestige of British instie
tutions, sufficient heretofore to awe
the most desperate characters into at
least sullen obedience, is gone. His

:Excellency’s visit has resulted not only.

An failure but in disgrace. H¢é bad no
‘business with compromising. or arbi~

.- -trating. His duty was to entorce the

daw. Thatis what be was sent here
for—that is what he i8 paid for. He
no. power to ordera mew trial ;

ance
We

the sworn officers of mheg(}rown.
tremble for the fature good order of
the Colony if 8o weak and temporizing
& man a8 _Governor Seymour is des-
tined to long remain at the head of its
affairs. :

The Overland Route,

We are happy to inform our readers

. that Mr Waddington’s efforts to open an

overland communication with Canada
have so far not been altogether unavail-
ing. An active correspondence on the
subject has, it appears, been carried on

for some months with Canada through|

Dr Powell of this city, who has had the
kindness to forward Mr Waddington’s
views and statements, and bave them

“backed there by influential parties favor-

able to the undertaking. These gentle-
men have taken up the matter warmly,
and the moment being favorable, it has at
length been carried through, as will be
be seen by the following paragraph re-
ceived by this mail and communicated
by Mr Waddington. 1t is taken from the
Norfolk Reformer of June 27th, published
in Simcoe, Canada.

ROUTE FROM LAKE SUPERIOR,

‘¢ $55,900 was appropriated by an order
in Council, on Saturday, from the Upper
Canada Colonization Fund, for the open-

Jing of & road from Lake Suaperior to Red
River settlement. The amount is to be
expended as follows : Thunder Bay to
Dog Lioke, 25 miles, - 35,000 ; dams at
~ the outlet of Dog Lake, $6,000 ; Jour-

dar’s Rapids to the depet on Savanne

‘River, 11 miles, $9,000; clearing oat

flood wood in Savanre Rives, $1,000 ;
superintendencies  and contingencies,
$4,000. The road and navigation thus
opened up will terminate within 70 miles

of Rainy Lake, whence the navigation is
uninterrupted, except by a short portage
. at Francis, to the Lake of the Woods,

about 90 miles from Fort Garmy.”

The importance of this step can hardly
be sufficiently appreciated by our popula-
tion, for with the 91} miles of road from
the Lake of the Woods to Fort Garry,
which the Red River Settlement have
offered to contribute, and the portion of
railroad guaranteed by the English Gov-
ernment, the line of communication on the
- other side of the continent between Fort

" Garry and Halifax will be completed.

On this side Mr Waddington has under~

taken the portion from Bute Inlet to the
- Mouth of Quesnelle, and it only remains
1o open the road from the Upper Fraser
through the Yellow Head Pass, - as pro-
posed by Sir James Douglas, and that
over the plains to the bend of the North

i pur
ut . this splendid schem

. |10g ( me,
|learns before leaving that  he has
.| partially ‘succeeded, deserves something

better than the sneers of an ungrateful
community,
T S S S

Monday, Aug. 19thy
RUSSIAN AMERICA:
Its Climate, Resources and History.

During our four days’ stay at Sitka the
thermometer in the open air ranged from 48 to
62; the temperature of the sea was 51 and the
weather mild and genial. We were told these
were the first fine days they had experienc-
ed and were Jooked upon as the commence-
ment of summer. The climate, although
somewhat &n extreme one, .is however much
milder than on the same parallel of the

east coast of America, there being a differ-
ence of at least 8 degrees in favor of the
Paeific coast, the winters being milder but
the summers shorter and less warm. This
may be accounted for by the prevailing south

Y | westerly winds of winter and the S E and N

W of summer, which are tempered, ‘in the
one case by passing over a large extent of
ocean, and in the other, by the snowy ranges,
and to the existence of a warm current equive
alent to the Gulf Stream in the Atlantie,
impinging on this coast from Japan, and
which, according to SirJ. Herschell, “ has its
focus in latitude 56 N, iongitude 141 W, not
far from Sitka in Russian Ameriea. Its ex-
cess of temperature being 9 degrees, sufficient
toafford the whole coast from Vancouver
Island northward to the Aliaskan Pepinsula,
a chimate 7 degrees warmer than the normal
one, an advantage equivalent to that of a
transfer from North Iceland to New

s e g e portant ¢

it U {

and magoetic observatory exists on an island
oppoeite the town of Sitka, where observations
have been carefully taken for many years.
The results of last year furnish a pretty good
general idea of the climate.

Monthly Record of Observations taken at the Observatory
of New Archangel (Sitka), Temperature reduced from
Reaumur to Fahronheit Scale.

| Thermometer| Total
R Snow [ofRsin| Rema r
4Snow

1.450

September...
October ....
November..
December ..
1867

January

Fébruary ...
March .......
ADYiL .

Total

It will be seen from the table that there
is a considerable amount of raiofall, indeed
along the whole of the coast from Metlakath~
la northward it rains six days out of the
seven throughont the yesr, and in conse-
quence of the high temperature of the sea,
fogs are of very frequent occurrence. The
winter may be said to ccmmence at the end
of September and last until the middle of
April. Residents all concur in saying that
the climate of Sitka is every year becoming
milder, and that 8 or 9 years ago, where
blocks of ice were dug out of the har~
bor, now it barely freezes to a depth of more
than 4 or 5 inches, and severe frost does not
last for more than threa or four weeks at a
stretch. The Isothermal line of 41 cuts the
west coast near Si‘ka and passing across the
cootinent emerges on the opposite side at
Halifax, the difference of climate in favor of
the Pacific side almost amounting to a dim-
inution of 4 or 5 degrees of latitude on the
¢éame meridian. A comparison bstween
Sitka and other places on the Pacific coast,
and one on the same parallel on the Atlantic,
will give the best idea of the nature.of the
climate.

Place Remarks

2.
Ln

¢ Rain

Sitka ..o......|67.8N| 185,16 W 30[53)43
Esquimalt ...|49.12 [122.53 |61
N Weat’ster [48.25 (123.26 (47 :
San Fran’co (37.37 (121.14 |56(59]58 7120
Okak.. ........57.30 | 66 ~ [25/40320 4!27[ CstLabrador
But although the climate is not so cold as
in a similar latitude on the east coast, it is
yet too cold to admit of agricultural opera-
tions and we believe it will be found that
the extreme end of Queen Charlotte Island
forms the northern limit of the zone of ce~
real cultivation on this coast ; whether from
the coldness of the spring or lateness of the
summer, the amount of heat necessary for
growth and fructification ts mot afforded,
added to which the extreme moisture is such
that even at Metlakathla the cultivation of
grein has been a failure. Potatoes, tnrnirﬂ,
carrots, lettuge and other hardy vegetables
thrive in the gardens about Sitka, but nothing
beyond this has been attempted or is likely
to be successful if it were; The various
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wild berries and fruit found in Van»oonver

front forming a natural breakwater. Sonie of
these .no doubt will at a futare day be the
site of docks and wharves, aod adapted for

the fitting out of whalers, sitnated as they

are in the peighborhood of valuablg fishing
grounds, The rise and fall of the tides also will
conduce very materially to the future mari-
time importance of the place, the rise and fall
of the tide being much more extensive than
given on the ehart, where it is stated at from
5 to 7 feet, but in reality ranges from 15 to
25, and sometimes as high ag 31 feet, Daring
Juneand July the tides are low, and in April
high, more especially with a S, W. wind,
A great variety of fish are to be cauoght all
along’ the coast, including cod, halibat, sal-
mon, herring, different varieties of rogck fish,
stargeon, &e., and at present a oo’siderablo
amount of dried halibut, cod and salmon are
exported by the Company. Of course, the
whaling grcunds also are to be taken into
account, the warm currents bringing meduse,
the food of the whale, and attracting them to
this coast in great numbers, Toe most
valuable product, however, at present is the
furs, many of them from this coast beinag of a
superior quality, and others not found at all
elsewhere; such as the sea otter, the far of
which is of a beantiful texture and much
prized in China and Japan. These skins are
principally procared by Alentian Islanders,
who go out in ‘their small skin canoes
(Baidars), and either net or spear them.
The value of agood skin in England is abount
£40. The next in value are the black and
silver fox, a good specimen fetching from £10
to £12. The far seal is also found on the
Island of 8¢: Panl’s,the fuf of which is of a
thick, waolly texture and highlyvalued, and
formerly much used for making caps and
waisteoats, - They are polygamouns in their

-babits, one male jealously. gua:ding 40 to 50
females, They mak 1

otherwise if thé slaughter was indise mifiate
tha animals would entirely disappear. The
skins are all prepared previous to being ex-
ported, the laborers employed in this being
Aleutians. The furs are beaten with twigs,
washed, pressed, stretched on frames, trimmed
and sewn together and made ready for the
warket. They are then packed in large hogs«
heads, being previouely sprinkled with a
strong infusion of tobacco in rum to act as a
preventive from insects.

The mineral resources it is impossible -to
estimate’at present ; very little of the covn-
try bas ever been explored, even two miles
outside the town of Sitka is quite as much a
lerra incognita as it was in the days of Cook
or Vancouver, ard indeed generally very
little more is known of even the coast line
since those times;  Coal exists of an anthra-
cite nature in the Sitka Archipelago, bat of
such a shattered and slatey character as
practically to be of no aceount, the geological
formaticn being of a metamorphic character
and Sillorian age. Silver basalso been found
within about five miles of Sitka, but I met no
one who bad ever seen the place, and ‘heard
it spoken, of as a vague myth.  Virgio
copper also has been wrought by the Indians
ot the Sticken, some of them baving eopper
crests formed by hammering out the metal
into the form of a plate For some years
past about a dozen men have eked out a
wretched existence by washing on the
bars of the Sticken for gold, byt the pre-
cions metal bas only been bitberto found
Within the British lines. The proper mining
season does not last more than four months
—winter begins in October and ends in April
—but in the winter they go higher up the
river, and arriving st a gulch they light fires
and melt the snow down, which is of an
average depth of 7 or 8 feet, and -then en-
deavor t0.“ pan out.” They are entirely de-
pendent for supplies on the H. B, Compl RDny's
steamer Otler, goiog down to the mouth of
the river to await her arrival. The river is
about balf a mile broad, and is navigable to
river steamers about 150 miles,and as it pur~
Sues a very wioding coarse, about 1C0 miles
of this are in the 30-mile strip belonging to
Russian America, Nearly at the boundary line
a canyon of about 1, a mile in length occurs.
The volume of water thig river discharges
is considerable, as in passing about ten miles
off from the mouth the sea was discolored,
and the specific gravity of the water fell
from 1:026 10 1:014, and the temperature from
51 to 47, the latter, no doubt, caused by the
melting of the suow, The country at the
mouth consists of low islands, with wooded
scrubby pine, while behind rise masses of
srappean rock, bald, serrated and covered with
snow and banked by fog, baving no agficul-
tural land and valueless except for its
peltry. The Sticken Indians (sea
coast) now only muster about 300, living in
& village at the mouth, while the Stick (in
terior) do not reckon more than 150, and are
fast dying out from disease, infanticide, vio-
lence and exposure. The Indlans occupying
the islands and_coast line from Sticken up
to Mount St. Elias, from lat. 55 to 59,
speak the same language and bhave similar
traditions and castoms. They all more or less
oarry out heraldic devices (crests),.burn their
dead, hold numerous slaves, and are equally

of } oce a of A
the banks of tne Youcon, perhaps the largast
river of efther the two continents on the Pas
cific coast, and which is said to be navigable
for upwards of 1200 miles, having an
average breadth of abouta mile. The In-
dians of the coast and islands north to Mount
St. Elias have never been thoroughly sub-
jected to the Russians, but have remained
independent and from time to time given
them a good deal of trouble, The inhabi=
taots of the Aleutian Islands, Kodiak and
Kurile bave been regarded as subjects, and
all the adult males between the ages of 18
and 50 are liable to be compelled to serve the
Company, while those of Cook’s Inlet and
Kiog William Sound have paid a yearly tax
in fars,

The rise and progress of the Russian Com-
pany is rather ioteresting, In the early part
oi 1700, although the Russians had a rich
fur trade on the opposite Asiatic side, notbing
was known of the American coast until 1742,
when Bebriog discovered the Aleutian archi-
pelago, and made the coast under. Mount St.
Elias, and after enduring great privations
died on the eve of the return voyage. The
accoant of the voyage was written by Steller,
the surgeon, whose name is now associated
80 intimately with the patural history of the
coast and become familiar to naturalistsalmost
as a ‘household word.” His parration had
the effect on its publication of indoecing numer-
ous private adventurers to collect furs on this
coast, which were taken to Siberia and found
their way into China through the frontier,
being there exchanged for tea, silks, &c. The
great impetus, however, 10 this trade was
given by the account of Cook’s Discoveries,
made known in 1780, where for the first time
correct hydrographie details, combined with
scigntific information, -were - given and the
abundaoce of the fur-bearing animals de=

i aod their value, which was

A

B

¢ompany was got up in Siberia whioh, in
1783, bad Kodiak for its bead-quarters, and
1798 the Government endowed them with
cousiderable privileges and gave them a
lease of Russian America north of lat. 55,
In 1799 Sitka was made the capital, the first
Goveroor of which was Barnoff, after whom
the island is pamed. No important change
took place up to 1821, the Russians oecupy-
ing undisputed possession of the coast north
of 55, ihe English forming settlements in the
country drained by the Fraser, while the
Americans were doing the same in the regions
of the Columbia. In 1821, however, in con~
sequerce it was stated of American and
other adventurers distributing anmns, spirit
aous liquors to the Indians and otherwise
interfering in the mocopoly of the trade, a
ukase was issued by the Emperor prohibiting
toreigners from approaching within 100 miles
of the coast north of 51. This led to a long
diplomatic correspondence with America and
England, which terminated by a treaty with
America in 1824, and with England in 1825,
by which it was establisbed “that the
line of demarcation upon the coast of
the continent and islands of America to
the northwest should be drewn from ' the
southermost point ot Prince of Wales Island
in the latitude of 54 deg 40 min to the great
inlet in the esntinent called Portland Canal,
and alopg the middle of that iniet to the
56th degree of latitude, thence following the
summit of the morntains bordering the
coast within ten leagues north-westward to
Mount St Eiias and therce north in the
couree of the 141st meridian west from
Greenwich to the Frozen Ocean, which line,
8ays the treaty, shall fcrm the limit between
the Russian and the British Possessions on
the continent of America 10 the northwest:
It being also agreed that ““the British should
for ever bave the right to navigate any
Stream flowing into the Pacific from the
interior across the line of demarcation,”
Nothing forther occurred until 1834 when
Baron Wrangell, the governor of Russian
America forcibly opposed the Hudson Bay
Company’s vessels going up the _Sncken to
erect a fort in the interior.  This led to a
long. litigation and was at last compromised
by an agreement between the two companies
by which it was agreed that the Hudson
Bay Company were to have the monqpoly.ot
supplyiog the forts in Russian America with
butter, flour, and other articles of produce
from their farms in Oregon, and also that
for the consideration of an annual payment
of 2000 land otter sktns the coast extend~
ing from the parallel of 54 deg 40 min
northward to. Cape Spencer was leased to the
Hudson Bay Company for ten years from the
1st of June, 1840, the Hudson Bay Com.
pany withdrawing their claim for £50,000
damages: This continued until 1848 when
owing to the gold excitement the Hudson
Bay Company found themeelves unable to
falfill their contract of supplying the forts
with provisions and a new treaty was entered
intg for certain money payments about
32800 a year] renewed again Ior ten years in
1859 and which will expire this year. In
the meantime in 1866 certain petitions bad
been gent to the Ameriean Senate from
people in the State of California and Wash-

ington asking the Government to obtain some

and | trade  w

me be the most Iue

of a fow years this: source of wealth will
cease to exist a8 we see is the case in
the Snake couptr ; Idaho and Motana,

will be an excellent harbor for whalers to
refit in, and poesibly considerable mineral
wealth may be disclosed. The country
however, Deither as regards climate nor soil
18 an agricultural one : and unless by that
clasa_ commonly known ¢ as mountain men’ ig
not likely to be much colonized. These men
oonstituting a large element in all the rushes
to new places, and leaving a country as it
gets settled, roving restless spirits, the
Pioneers of new eountries; al Ways moving ol
inured o toil and danger, content with few
necessaries and scorning luxuries, who prefer
the deep shadows of woods and rocks to the
softer effect of caltivation and to whom

! “The wolf’s long howl from O-unalaska’s shope”

18 much more musical than village bellg
or railway whistles. The war has relieved
many of those and to them in the capacity
of hunters and trappers the oceupation of

the country wiil no doubt be left for many
years to come.

ACCIDENT TO THE ALEXANDRA:—On Satur«
day afternoon, the Hudson Bay Company’s
sternwheel steamer Alexandra, on her way
from New Westminster to Victoria* -had &

Ten Mile Point. The explosion was unw
accompanied by noise, batdense clond of
steam riging from the lower deck, filled the
passengers [among whom were several
ladies, | with stion, and caused
an impression tbat the vessel was

on fire. The b lowered, but s
volume of 4
alap

of

aveidenta

‘h» . & B0 et : k}

scalded about hc head, body, and limbs,

besides inhaling the steam. The explosion
was caused by a defective plate in the bot-
tom of .one of the boilers, which was blown
out, and through the aperture the water
escaped and drowned the fires, The steamer
Isabel, Capt Stamp, got up steam and at
once proceeded to the relief of the distresse
ed vessel, reaching her at 10 o'clock. The
Alexandra had drifted to the south-east of
Zero Rock, some five miles norih of the
scene of the accident, = She wag towed into
the harbor at two o’clock yesterday morning,
and will be at once repaired. A most
remarkable circumstance connected with the
accident that is the boilers of the steamer
were tested at New Westminster, on Saturs
day morning, and withstood a pressure of
110 pounds, wkile at the time of the explow
sion there was a pressure of only 80 pounds.

A Borp ArTEMPT—SWan and Johnson, the
two young gentlemen who brought the beau.
tiful little yacht Flyaway to this port some
three months ago, have been arrested at San
Francisco upon a charge of attempting to
defraud a Marine Insurance Company. Itig
charged that they loaded a schooner with
alcohol and spirits and sailed for Victoria ;
that after a few days they returned and ree
portiog that the vessel had foundered during
agale, made a demand for the insurance
money ; that before the amount was paid the
schooner was found ashore in a small bay
with a number of holes bored through her
bottom, and that the aleohol and spirits were
afterwards found stowed away ashore. The
Flyaway is still lyiog in this harbor.

WaiskeYy Senrine.—Juarez Demarts, a
Mexican, was convicted Saturday of sellin
liquor to an Indian, and provided with boars

and lodging at colonia expense for the
space of four months, : :

SerokEN.—The bark Aid was spoken
thirty days ago, this side of Cape Horn, by
an English ship that has since arrived in
San Francisco, The Aid is due here any
moment.

A
MisraxEs—The compositor made us sub«
stitute the name of Mr Pearkes for that of Mr
Bishop as appearing for the prosecution in
the dog-sheoting case. We were also made
to say that the defendant called witnesses,

when * the fact is none appeared on hig
behalf.

Ax Executive Oouncil wag beld at New
Westminster on Satarday to oonsider the
state of the Grouse Creek affair, The result
has not transpired. If the Councillors dared
to do their duty there would be a
that Cabinet,

: —_—
THE Sir James Douglas, with the Gov.
ernor, Capt Porcher, R. N, Hon W. A, @.
Young, Surveyor General, and Postmaster
General, returned on Saturday night from
New Westminster. The Governor’s patty

are all in good health,

Trx Bavry has been extracted by Dr Ash
from Lanfester’s shoulder, and he is now

rapidly recovering.

T for some ti ; nost- loerae
tive, bat if thrown open generally in course

Nezxt in importance are the fisheries. Sitka

i asmeee

plate blown off one of ber boilers, when off -

T R

R G, o




