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THE GOLD DISCOVERIES.

The news which wae give in another column
o reference to the Sooke mines is startling
in its character ; and the excitement which
pas taken hold of the community since the
arival of the Alexaundrs last evening, ex-
ceeds, if anything, the commotion which ex-

isted in 1858. The finding of a nugget worth :

seventy-three dollars on Leech river is
reasonable ‘enough cause to make the in~
pabitants unreasonable; and we are, therefore,
quite prepared to see a mining maia take
hold of every one from the town crier to the
member of Parliament. Seventy-three dol-
Jara to be knocked out with the blow of a
pick, is interesting ; and when we supplement
this with large prospects of coatse gold, from
half a dollar to s dcllar to the pan, is it any
wonder that there should be excitement—
active, ambitious, restless excitement? *“ Why,
sir,” says the energetic colored map who re~
leased the nugget from its close confinement,
i You should have se¢n the miners when the

(FIVE YHARS OF AN ATTORNEY

discovery was announced — they thought
there was no gold before ; becanse there
was no dirt—or ‘at least not more on the
whole creek than a wheelbarrow could con-
veniently carry- away; but lor’ bless you,
gir, dirt aint gold ; and when we scored the
“glate ”” with our picks, and wrote in such
golden letters, didn’t they change their tune.
Therd were big boulders in the ereek, and
the ‘miners looked at these boulders and
shook their heads at these boulders as if they
were mountains that' couldn’t be removed ;
but when the prospeects were obtained you
would have reckoned the boulders rolled
some, and that every one had turned ioto a
Samson.” ~ Such ‘is the pithy description of
the excitement on Leech River. Every
man who was on Sooke rushed immediately
to the forks, and during’ the greater part of
Tuesday the Gold Commissioner was a worse
« bothered” man than a Poor Law Guardian
in the midst of an Irish famine.

If one nugget had been. discovered, and
nothing more,Ythere might still be reasonable
grounds for doubting the paying eapacity ‘of

Leech river; but when we find in the same |

claim, the subsequent prospects realizing
from fifteen to sixteen dollars of coarse, nug-~
gety gold, during the hour or so the other
pattners were gone 1o take ont their licenses;
and when we learn that from the next claim,
from two to three omnces were washed out in
as many hours; by the tedious process of pan-
ning we are satified that good paying dig-.
gings have been discovered, and we'are not
prepared to emulate the unbelieving disciple
of Sériptaral celebrity, and refuse to give
credénte o the mews because we have not
witnessed the process with our own eyes, nor
manipulated the rock with our own hands.
Leech river is'a substantial golden reality,
and if its wash-dirt is not to be found in large:
quantities, we suppose the miners will have
no objection to getting the geld in mueh less
time out of the slaty reek: There is plenty
of rock, if there is not abundance of gravel,
and the miner can safely ventare to break it
up at a depth of even two feet. The river,
or we'should  rather say; in 'mining parlance,
creek-:for it is both shallow and narrow—can
be easily flumed, and the bed-roek taken up
with little' difficulty. That the diggings, 8o
far as the bed of the creek is concerned, must
necessatily be of limited duration, no ‘one:
will be disposed to doubt, but the fact thut
good prespects ean be obtained from benches,
many feet above water-level, leads us
to hope that mining operations  will
be carried on in the locality for years to'come.
We are merely on the thresbold of gold.- dis~
coveries, When the ~enterprising miner has
ascanded te the source of Leech river, and
penétrated its forks and tributaries—and’
when the same indefatigable adventurer has
pro:pécted the head waters of San Juan and

we fesl" convinced; bave ' disclesures to pub~
lish that will startle the inhabitants of the
Pacific coast. In this connection we may
mention that icky finder )
nugget had some time ago ' discovered dig-
gings oo a tributary of the Alberni river that
would pay five cents to the pan—a fact
which shows _unmistakably that our gold
mines bid fair to spread themselves, through
time, over the length and breadth of the

Island. ‘

Sooxz Excwrsion.—About 100 persons
availed themselves of the opportunity of pro-
eeeding to Sookc yesterday by_the Alexan~
dra, some merely to visit the loeality, and
others to seek their fortunes on the Iegob
river diggings. The latter, 55 in number,
consisted chiefly ‘of old experiex_lcod miners;
landed at Thompson’s ranch, immediately
the steamer arrived, shouldered their packs,
and started for the diggings. - The trip down
was'made in two hours and twenty minutes,
leaving the wharf here at 9:40, a.m;, ;nd at
riving at Sooke at twelve, noon.. ' We believe
the excursionists thoroughly enjoyed them-—
selves. ‘4 ‘ ;

| mere novice in the forms aud routiné of

' would be only the grossest ertor or miscon—

one of the lucky finders of the |

GENERAL .

Our readers must not accuse us of indulging
inthe strain of early romance when we say
that—once upons time there was a young
man who lived in Londen, whose name was
Cary. Like many other young men, Mr.
Cary was ambitious, and being “ a favorite.
pupil of S8ir Hugh McAlmont Cairns,” etc.,
etc., it was natural. to expect that his aspi-
rations should stretch towards legal great-
ness.  Accordingly, when'a ‘‘legal adviser of
the Crown” was wanted for one of Her Ma-
jesty’s distant-possessions, the “ favorite pu-
pil” was, through his own laudable exertions,
installed in the diguified office. Many a less
ambitious man than Mr. Cary would: have
seen in this elevation the opening of perbaps
a brilliant career, and ‘would have used his
natural gifts to his own and the country’s ad-
vancement. Mr. Cary, however, underrated
his new vocatien, and overrated himself.
He landed in the Colony, and with all the
characteristic modesty of Cesar of old, he
concluded that to come, and to see, was to
eonquer. He found the country in a state
of transition from the primitive habits of In-
dian and semi~barbarism, to those of an aetive
and vigorous civilization. here was an op-
portmnity to _distinguish himself. In this
ehaotic tarmoil; Blackstone would be neces-
sarily in great “demand, and he, the lucky
man, was the only person who had gota
proper supply ; if we except those whose
liberal provision ‘of dark roek in their land
purchases, might be considered as giving
them @& fair proportion, if we can use the
expression, of blaek stone. The recently ar-
rived population was a bustling, money-
making class, who only requifed to-be left
alene to afford plenty of work to the law
courts; and the Governor, although possessing
more than average general ability, was a

constitutional administratien. Everything
favered the ‘boy-Atiorney-General...If he
gave indieations of cleverness, ' his youth
would bave eonverted them into genius; if
he made biunders his juvenility would have
palliated the mistakes. Never had a young
man a fairer fatore. . “.The wide, the un-
bounded  prospect lay ‘before him,” and it

duct on his part if ¥ stiadows, clouds, and
darkness -should ‘ever rest’ upon it.” Two

adamized highway that led to henor and
emolument ; ‘the ‘other the ‘crooked, miry
pathway that brought the travellér ‘to ruin
and to shame ; in a moment of infatuation or
fatuity he chose the latter.
experience of the' world—with a total igne~
rance of colonial life—he wrapped himself
ap in s few antiquated English dogmas, and"
scouted the more expansive views of ihe
experienced' colonists. - ' Instead of being
the . protectot of - the . property- and
digoity of the -Crown, he-speculated in the
one and dragged the . other, through-the im-
muaodicity ofzhis own ignoble pursuits.” The
Exccutive, through his advice, or at least
with “his co-operation, became lost to every

British subjest an object of scorn and ridicule
on the Pacific coast. ' The Court of law be-
came a bear garden, and the Legislature an
insulting ' sham. Everything that 'icould
thwart public epinion—that ceuld endanger
sjnblio'iﬂletutn—that could exeite public in-

ignatien—was done;and it matters littleto us
whether the Attorpey General in these trans-
dbtions was the motive power eor the instru-
ment. Says Queen Katherine, of Wolsey—
“ he was & man- of an unbeunded coneeit ;
‘one that by saggestion ty’d all the kingdom
‘simony ‘was fair: play ; his own opinion was
his ‘Jaw; I'the presence he would say un-
truths, and be ever double both in his words
‘and meaning; he was never, but where he
‘meant to ruin; pitiful ;: his premises were, as
he thert 'was, mighty ; but-his performanee;
as he is now, nothing.”

Mr. Cary has run his raee on Vancouver
Island, and we do not wish to be severe on a
fallen man, even if he has been a public ene-
' my ; but we must be jast befere we can af-
ford to pity. It .is our duty to insist on 1he
 suspension of the Attorney: General, and it
is-the Governor’s duty to protect the' dignity
of the office, the credit of the Government.
 and : the interest of the 'péeple, by carrying
out that suspension. We need not allude to
recent events, nor $o those long past;  for
| My, Cary’s acts at any time these five years,
would have brought mpon him, in any eolight=

roads lay open to him—one the straight'mae- |

With' limited |

sense of propriety, and made the name of

| ened, eivilized Government, an ignominious
expulsion from office. 'His British Colambia
speculations snd kis - professioval  pec-]
cadilloes in ino other Brifish colony would
bave besn allowed one single moment ;- but
in this favored-region there is some special
immunity which protecs the official —no mat~
%er how grave the offence. - His Excellency
has fallen into one serions blunder alread

If he wishes to retain his popularity and
save himself: from future trouble, he will take
the present opportunity of gettiog rid ‘of ‘that
gentleman. Mr. Cary bas been the colony's
evil genius from the commencement ;= the

ship ; and no honest, respestable, or:intel=
ligent Government can hope 'to be prospeérs
ons with. se dangerous an element in i
midst. 1.6 , 3

Quick Run.~—The steamer John L.

Spoxzn.—The Norwegian bark Kong Os-
car from Liverpool to this port was spoken
Jupe 30th, lat. 22° 44" N, long. 125 w.

phens arrived at San Francisco on the 18th

port in three days.

by taking the adyice of the' Attorney General, |

July, having” made ‘the run down from ithif

&

THE NEWS.

The Eastern intelligence brought yester-
day by the Oregon,is three days later than
that giveu to our readers a few daysago. In
our former news we left the Confederates re-
turning from their pursuit of Averill, Crook,
and Hunter; and Martinsborg, which had
been captared by the Southern troops, was
again oceupied by the Federals.” 'Since
then, however, a seeond raid has taken place
—this time the Confederates having-crossed
over into Pennsylvania and destroyed Cham-
bem a town of 5000 of a population,
an ted about fiteen miles north of the
boundary line.. Upwards of a million of dollass
worth of property was  given: to the flames.
From the iuefficient manner in which the
North has condueted its. Shenandoah opera-
tions, the whole of the frontier towns along
Maryland and® Pennsylvania have been left
to the meray of an invading ' force: and al-
though in'no patt could the Southern troops
hope to make any more than a temporary
lodgment, still they are in a posilion to in=
flict serions dagmage, and keep the inbabi-
tants of the border cities, as well as the
Cabinet at Washington, in a state of perpetu-
alalarm. However Lee may be exposing
weakness in other quarters by keeping so
large a force in the northern part of the,
Shenandoah, he is serving the Southern
cause most effectually by giving employment
to Huater and Averill in defending northern
towns, instead of destroying Seathern Tail

ways. 'The blunder of the military autho- |3

rities in Washington has been keeping the
borders in 8o delenceless a condition, and
the valley 80 ill provided with troops. There
is still another advantage to Lee, and that is,
while the Federal troops are looking after the
frontier fowns the Confederates are reaping
harvests literally as well as figuratively, and
sending 1he ‘grain of the Shenandoah to the
scantily provisioned armies at Richmond and
Petersburg. ‘

From Grant we have-at'length some ~stir-
ring infelligedce. Another *flank mover
ment”: kas been made which brings the
Federald a few miles nearer Richmond from
the Sonth. Malvern Hill has been occupied
by the I{ohhem troops, and a more advanced
base has'been secured on the James river.
This is the only direetion, if we except the

weat, ja which Richmond can be successfully

acsailéd. b eﬁglgément had taken place

at Deep Bottom about ten miles from Rich-
. mond in: which the Coofederates were foreed

to rétire.  One’ of the gunboats assisted the
land forces of the Federals very materially.
By this late movement of Grant, which is
said to have taken Lee by surprise—a state-
ment that is evidently incorrect, from the
fact that Lee had forwarded troops to the
point befure Grant’s movement was comple-~
ted=—the: ‘Federals have obtained a position
that ‘will give them facilities of massing
ttoops_agaiust Richmond or Potersburg as
mgies may arise, and at the shortest no-
Ehe last Petersburg operation deserved
more iﬁg’cesé than attended the undertaking;

“for ﬁlé'Fe'_dernl plans were carried out with a

most profound secrecy and seientific exactness.
For several ‘weeks the Northern engioeers
had' ‘been mining “the key of the first line of
the Petersburg defences. On the evening of
the 20th mlt. at 4 o’cloek, a clond of dust
seamed risisg from the Confederate intrench~
ments, immediately followed by a general
‘np_l';g@n’g of the earthworks, and the work

and with it a whole regiment. . Then came
ft);g«th'dering of one hundred and tweuty
guos on the Confederate position, and, when
.confusion must have reizned supreme in the

‘Soutbern intrenchments, the Federal troops
rashed to the assault.
and a large number of prisopers taken. But

The line was carried

the Northern torces were evidently laboring

‘ander a_delusion about the inner defences of
?I‘eloral‘iurg ; for this was not, as-expected, the
‘only line of fortifications untaken: So soon as
‘thie Federals had entered the intrenchments
?tlf:ey'found that thers was still a farther line,
‘and’they were obliged, after keepiog the po-
sition some hours, to relinquish it. . The tre-
‘ mendous csnnonading, however, from a hun=

' dred and twenty guns at correct range, must

have dealt out desperate’ destruction to ‘the
defenders of the city.

¢

= Prom Georgia we have intelligence that

shows how untrustworthy are the sources of

news from Sherman’s army. We have had,

according to the despatches, Atlanta taken
half a dozen times ; yet we find by yester=
day’s news that Sherman is still making ar-
rangements to invest the city. That the city

b8! must speedily fall from its inadequate de-

Judas - of the -disciples—the Jonah of & 'fences, must - be expected ; but this  erying

& wolf” all the time, will make us doubt the

fact even when it does take plaece. Rousseaw’s
successful cavalry raids through Georgia and

! Alabama, nnfold the fact that all the troops

these States could muster must have been
sent to Johnson’s army. The new Confeder-
ate commander Hood, seems to be less cau~

.

ccomplished.  The fort was blown up,-

tious tban his predecessor; he bas already
made several vigorous assaults on Sherman,
with very heavy loss to the Southern troops,
It may tend to keep up the spirit of his troops;
by assuming the - offensive and breaking the
monotony of & continued retreat ; but the game
is a risky one with superior numbers, and must
end disastrously. A defensive policy alone
ean retard the progrsss of Sherman, and even
that retardation unless Lee gives up Virginia
and comes to Hood’s assistance, can only be of
s temporary nafure.

OUR LONDON LETTER.

LoNDON, June 18, 1864,
INSTABILITY OF THE GOVERNMENT.

The race of the Palmerston Goverament
seems to be well nigh run. - Last night they
had a narrow escape of being defeated, after
a debate-upon the Ashantee war, which was
opeued by Sir J. Hay, who complained that
the whole affair had been carried on without
the sanction or even knowledge of Parliament ;
that the arrangements made for the comfort
and supply of the troops were infamous, ‘and
that death had raged amongst both officers
-and men out of all proportion of the usual
rate of mortality, simply on account. of the
hardships to whieh they had been subjected.
As a matter of comse, the conduct of the
Government towards Denmark was dtagged
into the debate, and there was some hard
hitting on both sides, which caused- the
Premier to lose’ his temper—net an unusual
octurrence now-a-days. . Up to 8 e’clack last
evening the Government counted upon a
majority of 40 at least. It will be seen that
on a House eomposed of 464 members a ma-
jority of 7 was all that could  be -mustered.
The affair is taken to be the begianing of the
end. For the last.ten days rumor has pre-
vailed in all the clubs that the ministry
would be attacked by the opposition, not.on
the  Ashantee matter alone, but on other
grounds, which would be tantamount to an
endeavor to elicit a vote of want of confidence.
At present, however, the Jeaders of the op-
position do not desire to push things so far
to extremities, They are striving to hold
the younger members on their side in check,
since it weuld«be most inconvenient for them
to come into power just at the crisis of the
Denmark danger; but, even sheuld they
succeed . in’ postponing the fight, and its
result, the internal differences of the Cabinet
may bring  about the very object that ‘is
aimed at. “The partisans of the Government,
on all hands, admit that it cannot stand much
longer. Their hopes is to tide over the present
session, so as to remain in ‘place till next
February. But there issuch a multiplicity
of unpleasant business on their hands, and
the inéapacity of the prinecipal members of
the ‘Cabinet to'deal with and settle it, is:s0
pateut, that the erisis may come at any mo~
ment, when the position of the conservatlives
will be far better for the stability of a new
ministry, than if the opposition bad put out
the present holders of office by an .adverse
vote, . [ should not be at all surprised if I
bave to inform you of this event in my mext,
when, in all probability, I may also have to
say that Sir John Pakington will be the suc-
cessor of Mr. Cardwell, a ehange which I
shonld think, not only the residents in Van-
couver, but in 81l the other colonial dependn
encies, would hail with general satisfaetion.

THE CONFERENCE,

The Conference still “drags its slow
length along.” The plenipotentiaries meet
to-day, but I shall scarcely be able to obtain
any infermation that may be relied upon as
to their decision, should any decision be ar-
rived at. Austria and Prussia are said to be
disposed “ to draw in their horns,” but they
have not ceased to bluster and bully because
of their wishing at present to asgertain what
¢ the mysterious man” on the other side ‘of
the channel is intending. If Prussia insists
upon the annexation of the Danish territory
she has overrun, France will claim the Rhine
provinces as sure as faté, and this does net
suit' the bock of either of the two greater or
a few also of the lesser German 'powers.
Take one thing, Bowever, for certain, there
will ‘be no European war this year. The
sinews of war are not forthcoming, and
whilst we hold the purse strings and France
is enriched by the interchange of commeree
between herself and Great Britain she will
not cat off her nose to spite her face, . Till,
however, Eatl Russell is out of the boat
Louis Napoleen will not return to his tormer
friendly relations with Eogland. ‘This I can
tell you upon unquestionable authority, which
I had the opportunity of meeting with only
a few days ago in Paris. Let Lord Derby
come back to office, said my informaat, “and
in less than four and twenty hours we shall
be once again in perfect accord with your
country. With Lord Palmerston and Rassell
jamais jamais !”

RECRUITING FOR ';Hl FEDERALS,

There has been a great stir on the river

Thames within the last few days. A suspic-

jous looking ecralt made its appearance off
Gravesend a pight or two ago, but in the

morning she was off, no one. knew whither.

When, hdwever, the muster roll of the Roy--
al Artillery and one or two other Regiments

were called at. Woolwieh the number of de-.
sertions was said to exceed a huodred. Not

one of these levanters has been so. mueh as

heard of since. It is generally believed that

they are well across the Atlantic by this

ume to serve as food for powder. One fel-

low robbed an officer whose servant he was

of £200 and some valuable jewelry before

starting, and of his whereabouts there are no

tidings. Where the Yankees get the money

from topay the large bounties they offer in
open defiance of all Government, police, or
other authority in our sea board town, no one
knows. Nevertheless bounties are banded
over and men are gone before you can even
wink an eye. The plan of operations 1o
this direction is well 1aid and cleverly carried
out,

e
DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH VANCOUVER.

_I was talking the . other night with an en~
gineer of high standing upou this ‘subject,
when he told: me that it I waited patiently
for a a few weeks I should have something te
communicate which would ‘afford great satis-
faction to your eolony. The proposition to
carry out the Overland route, he told me, had
been attracting more atlention than had yet
been given to it. Some * strong men” in the
city were putting their heads together how
best to give the scheme a” push -that would
bring it an increase of really substantial sup- -
porters. “Itis a mere question of time,” he”
said; and must ere leng be one of the'greatest
accomplished facts of the” day. ‘I do ‘not
know what you on your side are doing in
the matter, but, if you put yourselves en rapa:
port with good men aod true here, the thing
may I think, be said to be as good as done.
Then there will be grard opportunities for
Vaneouver of which your people will 'not
fail to make the most. "If a Conservative
Government should but ‘come'into office, a
determination to aid colonial progress will
certainly be amongst the most prominent fea-
tures of its administratien.

CAPTAIN SEMMES AND THE ALABAMA.

The Confederate * pirate,”” as the Yankees
designate Captain Semmes, whom they can~
not cateh, has just put out by means of the
Times, a manifesto against the conduct pur-
seed by this country towards the Seuthern-
ers.  'T'hat he should feel strongly is not to be
wondered . at, seeing . that the Northerners
have had “the pull” in their favor, by the
ability of eur traders to supply them with
whatever “ munitions of war” they are pre=
pared to buy ; but when he eondemns our
neutrality as being all on one side, he gees e
trifle too far. Moreover he overlooks the faet
that the blockade of the Southern ports is
the chief hindrance to the South operating
with us upon the same terms that the Feders
als ean obtain.” That English sympathy is
partially with the South, is not enongh for the
gallant captain. That we should go the
“entire animal’”’ with those who think with
him would ‘alone satisfy him. ' This we are
not prepared to do, and therefore, however
mach we may regret Captain Semmes’ indig~
pation, we aré content to ‘leave” matters as
they are, and bear all, or'even more than he

_has written.

THE QUEEN,

Her Majesty has returned from Balmoral
and is now resideat at Windsor, even in more
exclusive retiremeni than, betore she went
north.  She has been only once to London
since her arrival at 'the ‘Castle, to visit the’
Duke of Neweastle, who is dying by inches, *
and to call upon Dean Stanley at"Westmin=-
ster Abbey, to whom'she has alwaysj shown
much considération. The Very Reverend the
Dean is one of those modern divines who
is accused of heresy. The visit'of the
Qceen has, therefere, caused not a little
surprise and tfalk amongst those -religieus
coteries into which broad views and liberal
notions obtain no admission.

NEW ZEALAND,

The last news from this distant.eolony. is of
an uopleasant nature. ' Not oply is the war not

ended, but, in: an  engagement -with _the

natives one of our regiments bas had the

worst of it ; so that the insurgents notonly: .
escaped, but have gooe furtber up country

to another -and a stronger position, out of

which, they will have to 'be driven, most

probably, with the ldss of the livés of many of

our brave and gallant countrymen. How-

ever much the loss of valuable lives is to be

regretted there is no alternative:but to com-

plete the work of subjugation ; and to effect

this Mr. Cardwell has just proposed to Par-_
liament that a loan of £1,000,000 shall be

guaranteed to the eolony, oat of “which

£500,000 already owing to the colonists —a

sort of robbing Peter to pay Paul—is to be'

paid back at once, whilst a sahstantial local”
contribution is to be made to meet the ex«

penses of the troops, and cordial co bperation”,
is to be given to the Governor to assist him"
in carrying out the policy of the 'Home Go-

veroment.towards subduing the patives. The

circumstances of the case-seem to justity this'
course. No half méasures will succeed, and

there can be no safety in New Zealand until
the natives ‘are conquered. 'For this there"
must be money raised, and an Imperial

-guarantee ean only enable the authorities to

make safe and satisfactory terms.

PARIS HORSE RACE:

All France has been in ‘ecstacies at the
result of the race, which was approaching
when T last wrote you. - Neitber Blair-Athol
nor ' Fille’ d'air won; an’' outsider—but s
French outsider, and hence the jubilation—
yelept Verthmeut ' having  earried away the
£4,000 prize. So elated 'has’ the French
press been at this unexpected result that one.
of the prineipal journals ‘positively asserts
that “it is equivalent to. Waterloo ! - If the:
Frenach are satisfied on this head, there is not
much’ probability of our differing'with them,

-especially on this the anniversaryof that day.

THE PRINCESS OF WALEF.

It may interest not-a few of .your readers
to learn that the amiable Prineess of Wales
ia again enceinfe. Notwithstanding het
interesting condition she yet goes .out into
society and undergoes an immense amount of
fatigue in visiting the nobility and taking
part in the gaieties of the London uis’on,i
which has been one of the most brilliant on,
record for many years, past. The. infact
Pl;'_iln({:e is reported to be a strong and healthy, -
child. iy -

GoLp rroM Sooxk.—Some of the partners
in the Wide Awake Co., yesterday exhibited

to us some magnificent eoarse gold, weighing
two ounces seven dwts., washed out of their
claim on Leech river; several of the nuggets
were about the size of pampkin seeds. This
was the result of about four hours’ washing.
One hundred dollars have been offered and
refused for the $73 nugget taken from  the
- Iadustry claim.




