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FIRST BATTLE
IN MANCHURIA

Results in an Important
Jap Victory,

ENTE  ARMY CROSSED THE YALU

Fighting Lasted for Fiva Days, land is
Still in Progress, the Most
portant . Engagement
Yesterday — Russian | Casualties
Number 800 and the Japanese 700
—Japs
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"WITH A GALLANT INFANTRY CHARGE THE JAPANESE
DROVE THE RUSSIANS FROM THEIR STRONGHOLDS,

Turned the Russian Flank and Swept Away a New Front in Their Onward Movement-—
Antung Burned and Abandoned by the Russians---Dominating Position
Held by Japanese, Including the Estuary of Yalu River.
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to Feng Wang Cheng. The Japanese |
now hold the estuary of the Yalu
River. {
AFTER FIVE DAYS FIGHTING,
largely with artillery, the First .I.q»-,
arese Army, under Gen. Kuroki, has
forced a crossing of the Yalu River,
and to-day, with a gallant infantry |
charge, covering a frontagq of four
miles, it drove the Russians from Chiu-
Tien-Cheng and the heights on the
right bank of the lho, or Aida River,
which enters the Yalu from the north,
almost opposite Wiju. The Japanese
turned the left flank of the Russian
position, and in the battle of to-day
they swept away the new front inter-
pesed by the Kussians to check their
onward movement. The present
ition of the Japanese is a dominating
one and they may force the abandon-
ment of defences erected by the Rus-
sians at An-Tung and other points:
lower down the river.

General Kuroki began  the move-
ment on Tuesday by ordering a d¢
tachment of the Imperial Guards di-
vision to seize the Island of Kurito,
which is the Yalu above Wiju and a
detachment of the sccond division to
the Island of  Kinteito, below
and establish  their headquar-
One battery of Japanese artil-
whi had taken a josition on
to the east Wiju, fired three

Kosan and at .noon of

the Russian batteries be-
hind Chi-Tien-Cheng shelled Wiju,
wounding ne Jd}' nes soldier with
shrapnel.
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couth of Wiju, where some Japan-
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firing continued into Thursday
night, and CGeneral Kuroki reports that
wkhile it was ineffective it disturbed
preparations for an attack. The
resumed the shelling of
on Friday, but the Japanese
did not reply. The 12th division
Japaness army was chosen
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ed to it for the battie of Sunday.
movement of 1"-~ 12th Japanese Div-
ision was covere by the 2nd regiment

ield .nt.“rv}. and another artillery
of heavy mes. At 20 min-
11 ¢'clock irday mornine
t=»  Russian artillery posted 1o
the north and to the east of Shiv-Tien
C‘heng and bezan shelling the patrols
of Japanese infantry, which had been
hed from Kinteito Island to
Chukodali, another island north of Kin-
toito, and under Chin-Tien-Cheng. The
Japaneze battery replied to this shel-
ling and silenced the Russian  fire
Later eight Russian guns, posted on a

to of the village of Ma-
the Imperial Guards,
artillerv

nent
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JAP 'SHELL l\'u

In his
presses the belief
vory  effect

VERY EFFECTIVE.
General Kuroki ex-
that his shelling was

tin against the Russians,
The Japanese losses in the bombard-
mens of Saturday were two men kill-

report,

o

during”

The |

and five officers and twenty-two
men wounded. A flotilla of gunboats
from the squadron of Admiral 'Hosoya
participated in the fighting of Satur-
day. It encountered a mixed force of
Russian infantry, cavalry and artil-
lery on the Manchurian bank of the
Yalu below An Tung, and after a sharp
fight scattered them to the hills. A
bridge across the main stream of
the Yalu, just above Wiju, was com-
pleted at 6 o'clock Saturday night, and
the second Japanese division and the
Imperial Guards immediately began
crossing. They advanced and occupied
the hills back of Kosan, facing the
Russian positior on the right bank of
the river. All through Saturday night
regiment after regiment of Japanese
soldiers poured across the bridges, and
at a late hour Saturday night General
Kuroki telegraphed to the general
staff of the army:—:“I will attack the
enemy on May 1 at dawn.”
ATTACKED AT DAYLIGHT.

True to his promise Gen. Kuroki at
daylight to-day centered all his artil-
lery on the Russian position between
<hiu Tien Cheng and Yoshoko. To
this fire the Nussians made reply with
all their Dbatteries. At 7 o'clock in
the morning the Russian battery at
Yoshoko was silenced and half an hour
later General Kuroki ordered his line,
stretching for four miles to attack.
The Japanese infantmy, on the word
of command. charged across the The,
wading that stream breast deep and
began storming the heights at fifteen
minutes past eight. At nine o'clock
they had swept the Russian line across
the plateau.

The reports
have been received
cate whether the Russians retired
down the river or in the direction of
Feng Huan Cheng, on the road to Liao
Yang. f

On Wednesday last week a Japanese
force formed the body of Lt. Semio-
noff, who had been in command of the
mounted scouts of the 22nd east Si-
berian rifles at I\unto island.

ed

of this fighting which
here, do not indl-

RUSSIAN REPORT

Admits the Succcss of the Japanese
Attack.

St. Petersburgz, May  1.—The general
stafl’s account of the operations on the
Yalu (Sunday) is as fol-
lows: this morning Ja-
field Dbatteries and 4.7 guns
onened a terr’fic fire on our position
at Turchen and our troops posted near
Potietinsky. The overwhelming super-

Continued on PPage Four.
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THE SURVIVORS OF THE
MULPO.,

popular enthusiasm over the
of the Variag and Korietz
continues. This morning immense
crowds ofy people witnessed their de-
parture on board an Imperial yacht to
Cronstadt, where they will be enter-
tained The Chemulpo heroes are
greatly affected by the loss of their
mascot, a black mongrel, which bolt-
ed at 1hn- starting of yesterday's pro-
cegsion.  The dog was a special pet
of the Korietz's civilian cook, who re-
fusesdd to go ashore at Chemulpo be-
fore the fight., The cook participated
in vesterday's festivities, wearing the
St. e's (‘ross and a high hat.

IN SIBERIA.

As a result of investigations, ex-
clusive of 570 Japanese in the Island
of Makhalin, the total number of Ja-
panese in Siberia is 351, and a major
and hizs wife, five soldiers two mer-
chants and an interpreter are under
arrest as spies. They all are being
concentrated at Stretinsk, whence so
soon as navigation is opened they will
be forwarded to Berlin.

DESIGNS ON THE RAILWAY.

Russia has called the attention of
the Pekin Government 'to reports re-
ceived here from the Russian mili-
tary authorities, indieating that stray
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TO COMMAND BALTIC
The St. Petersburg correspondent of
the Echo de Paris sayvs the Emperor
on Monday w:ll the appointment
of  Rear-Admiral Rojestvensky to
command the Baltic Pea squadron
which is about to denart for the far
East, and that of Vice-IAdmiral Be-
zobrazoff as commander of the divis-
ion now there, the Jlatter replacing
Rear-Admiral Yezsen.

THE RUSSIAN CENSORSHIP.
Pekin, April 30.—The Russian cen-
corship over telegrams has been ex-
tended to the station at Hsin Mintun.
Manchuria, which is about 30 miles
west of Mukden. The Chinese Govern-
ment is greatly amazed at what is
termed Russian interference with the
t2legraph at Hsin Mintun, with which
place communication has been free
and regular. The report that Russians
are about to enforce martial law in
the country west of the Liao River has
been confirmed, and in certain diplo-
matic quarters here the feeling that
Russia is seeking an occasion to quar-
rel with China is gaining ground.

DANISH NEUTRALITY.
Copehagen, April 30.—A royal de-
cree, dated April 27, was published to-
g It declares that since Denmark
observe strict neutrality during
the Russian-Japanese war, the inner
wavigable waters south of the island
of Zeeland shall ke closed by fixed
stibmarine mines, and access thereto
and to the road and harbor of Copen-
hagen shall be prohiibted to the war-
ships of the belligerents.
SWEDISH NEUTRALITY.
Stockholm, April 30.—King Oscar has
signed a decree declaring strict neu-
trality between Japan and Russia dur-
ing the war. The decree is similar in
terms to )iat issued by the Danish,
Government.
ICE BREAKS UP

Jerlin, April 30.—A special corres-
pondent of the Lokal Anzeiger, on his
way to the front, telegraphs from Tja-
jin, Siberia, that transportation across
Lake Baikal is interrupted through
‘the break up of the ice four days ago.
FOR UNKNOWN DESTINATION.

Tokio, -April 30.—Fourteen foreign
military attaches, who have been as-
signed to the first army, left Tokio to-
day by rail for the port of Shimino-
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JAP WAR\H IPS
OFF YLADIVOSTOCK

Cruisers  awd  Torpedo
Boats Twice Sighted.

DISEPPEARED TO THE SCUTH.

The Russian Admiral Not Likely to

Venture Out of the Harbor
Again.
1

R. Wire.)
1.—In a tele-
dated April 30,
‘About two
morning four Japan-
in the Gulf
off the Skrypier lighthouse,
afterwards nut out for the
ea again. It was renorted from
Askold Island at 20 minutes after 7 in
the morning that 10 Japanese cruisers
and 6 torpedo boats were coming up
from the south. They steamed first in
ke of the Gulf of Ussuri
without coming in range. At 10 o'clock
in the morning they headed towards
Cape Gamova, and steamel along
tussky Island as far as Scott Island,
eventually disappearing in a southerly
direction in a thick fog, which
vaiited further observation of
movements,”
TOGO LEARNS A LESSON,
A despatch received here from Vice-
roy Alexieff says: “The continued
presence of the Japanese squadron off
Viadivostock has convinced the au-
thorities that Vice-Admiral Togo has
taken to heart the sharp lesson taught
him through his failure to consider
the possibilities of mischief by the for-
midable Russian division at that port,
and is now seeking means to stop fur-
ther raiding operations in the Sea of
Jadan., It is evident that as the Ja-
-anese were informed of the onera-
tions of Russian ships in Corean waters
the Government instructed Vice-Ad-
mira! Togo to detach a strong squad-
ron and send it to Viadivostock to cut
off the Russian ships and confine them
to the harbor., so that they could do
no further damage.”
YEZSEN'S PLANS

Wkile there is no expectation thuat
Rear-Admiral Yezsen will risk an en-
comunter with a superior force by put-
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which necessitate participation by their
entire foree,

Rear-Admiral Yoszen, commanding
the Viadivostock squadiron, had a nar-
row escans while en his roiding expe-
dition., Through the wireless messages
of the epemy which he intercepted the
admiral found that ho was surrounded
hy Japanese warships, huat owing te a
lense feZ he was able te slip into
Viadivostock harbor unobserved.
BECAUSE OF THIE FOG.

Tokio, Mav 1, 9 p. m.—The
Japanese naval movements _.nnsi
Viadivostock failed suceess heoarse
of the dense fog which o-oavalled in
the vicinity of that port

JAPS SENT OUT
BURNING FLOATS.

Display of Ingenuity off
Port Arthur.

Intest

of

DETECTED BY SEARCHLIGHTS

And the Batteries Open Fire —Cun-
ning Use of Wireless Telegraphy
by Japanese.

(By Special C.
Arthur. May ~Details of
off Port Arthur on
discloses the desperate ingenuity
Japanese, Their squadren
string-conmected raft,
materials. About 1.40
morning, when five miles off shore, the
combustibles were fired, the- wind ana
waves bringing the burning floats towards
the harbor. Under cover of this screen
of fire eight Japanese torpedo boats, tow-
ing a_ launch, filled with mines, slipped
around to a &pot near where the Petro-
paviovsk was sunk. but they were de-
tected by Ruseian searchlights. The bat-
teries opened fire and drove the Japanese
ships off. but not bhefore the mines had
been sown, The miines have since been
destroyed.

The Japanese, knowing that the Rus-
slans would intercept wireless messages,
tried a neat trek to deceive and worry
Viecroy  Alexieff. For several nights in
suceesson they sent by wireiess telegraphy
orders to propare for a laading, to send
in fire ships, to attack with submarine
boats, ete.
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