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Roisley

Theatre
St. John's Leading Vaudeville 

House.

SHADRICK and JULIENNE 
TALBOTT,

diameter, Comedy, Singing, 
Dramatic Sketch.

f IIi;"v RISTOCH AT & tlt vSlP.
3 films, 2 Gaumont Graphics. 

FUNERAL OF GEN’L BOOTH.

Star Orchestra: Leader, Prof. 
Ryall. Time and price as 
usual. Matinee Wednesday and 
Saturday.

NOTICE.
THE STEAMER

Portia
Will lettre the wharf of

Bowring Bros., Ltd.,
ON-

Thursday, 17th April,
at ID a m .

Calling at the following • places : 
Cape Broyle, Fcrryland, Fcrmeuse,
Trepassey, St, Mary’s, Salmonier, 
Placentia, Marystown, Burin, St. Law­
rence, Lamaline, Fortune, Grand 
Bank, Belleoram, St. Jasques, Harbor 
Breton, Pass Island, Hermitage, Gaul- 
tois, Pushthrough, Richard’s Harbor, 
Rencontre (West), Francois, Cape La 
Hune, Ramea, Burgeo, Rose Blanche, 
Channel

Freight received until 6 p.m., on 
Wednesday.

For freight or passage apply to the 
Coastal Office of

Bowring Bros, Lid,,
UofiHtal Mull Service. 

Telephone 306.

Cleans, Scours, 
Scrubs and 
Polishes.

For Spring Cleaning. 
LUX.

SWIFT’S PRIDE CLEANSER. 
VIM. '

NO RUB.
ZOO.

SIXIS.
MONKEY BRAND SOAP. 

BON AMI. 
STANDARD SOAP. 

PERFECTION SOAP. 
SUNLIGHT SOAP. 
LIFEBUOY SOAP. 

SWIFTS PRIDE SOAP. 
EXCELSIOR SOAP. 

THISTLE SOAP.
* OLD HOME SOAP. 

Sutton’s Furniture Cream. 
Matchless Silver Polish. 

Wondershine.

Telephone 191.

A. t CANNING

Mr. English’s
Criticism of Mr. Howley’s

Lecture on Our Coal Areas.
Editor Evening Telegram.

Dear Sir,—It is regrettable that a 
question of so much vital importance 
as this one of coal cannot be con­
ducted in a fair and broad-minded 
manner. Snobbishness runs riot 
through every effort of those against 
whom I am contending. It is high 
time that the iconoclastic hatchet be 
applied to the poisonous growth which 
has too long kept the genius of this 
country in check. Where snobbery 
is permitted to usurp the place of 
healthy and sturdy worth, there ex­
ists an atmosphere in which genius 
cannot thrive,, and a country domi­
neered by snobs cannot advance, but 
is retarded by the chilliness of the re­
ception given to the honest efforts of 
her sons, who are not of the caste of 
snobs. We are spending large sums 
of money in this country in the cause 
of education, and our ears are assail­
ed by the criés of those who would 
still further advance the iause. We 
hear it all around us, give us more 
education. Give our young men and 
young women a chance to train them­
selves for the higher walks of life. 
Why do we want to educate them ? 
Is it that we may torture them later 
on. when their trained minds will 
venture to express the fruits of the 
education- we have given them? Is it 
that the caste of snobs may have 
sport with them? Is it that we may 
wound them by shafts of snobbish 
contempt? Last year, it will be re­
membered, we had an exhibition of 
this nasty spirit when McGrath put 
pie up against Mr. Rowley and in de­
rision asked his readers whom they 
would have, English the cook, or 
Howley the scientist?—the scientist 
he referred to as Professor Howley, 
which is snobbishness refined. He al­
so stated that English had been with 
Mr. Howley as cook, and the follow­
ing day convicted himself by saying, 
English was not the cook, but the 
cook’s helper. Both of those asser­
tions are his. as I had never been 
with Mr. Howley in any capacity. Now, 
while I am on the subject of educa­
tion, permit me to refer to an exam­
ple of how technical education is en­
couraged in this country. There is 
a young man on Water Street who 
has sej up an assay office in the hope
of getting some work in that line. He 
is well qualified to do the work, but
Very Little of the Government Pa.

tronage
comes his way. It goes to Mr. D. 
James Davies. B.Sc., F.C.S., who seven 
years ago graduated from a foreign 
college. I wonder if snobbishness 
has any part in it. Now I make no 
pretence to scholastic attainments, 
but I think that my years of patient 
labor in the field of geological science 
should entitle me to more considera­
tion than has been shown me by Mes­
srs. Howley,. Davies and Robinson of 
the ‘News.’ leaving Mr. Robinson 
out of the question, for he possibly 
knows but little of the science and 
therefore is not competent to judge, 
but takes the side of the big guns, 
where he thinks safety lies. Neither 
Mr. Howley nor Mr. Davies can refute 
my arguments, for they are based on 
solid scientific facts. Mr. Howley in 
his ultra snobbish letter, very con­
veniently ignores the point I have 
raised relative to the position of our 
coal seams in the carboniferous sys­
tem. Mr. Howley says: “It is only 
a waste of time and of your space to 
discuss whether we have the true coal 
measures here or not, whether fossil 
calamites belong to Devonian, Car­
boniferous, Permian or any other 
series of rocks.” Now as to the first 
part of that very odd sentence, I 
think it strange that a man under­
taking to lecture on the coal seams, 
should think it not worthy of notice 
whether we had the true coal meas­
ures or not It is a matter of the ut­
most importance, and one which the 
scientific man is bound to begin his 
investigations with. As to the latter 
part of the sentence it is just ridicu­

lous. The position of calamites In 
the earth's strata is so well defined 
that it admits of no discussion what­
ever. It is well known to geologists 
that they are found at the top of the 
Devonian system, from the base of the 
Oatskill, to the Barren Coal meas­
ures, when they died out. From that 
I base my argument that we have

Nothing of More Recent Origin
than the middle or barren measures. 
Mr. Howley’s lecture on the coal 
seams has several remarkable fea­
tures. chief among which -may be 
mentioned the amount .of information 
it falls to give, and ne’xt the amount 
of mis8tJfem|btt/ it contains. As to 
the forme! of these. I have just given 
a pretty fair example. We cannot 
be sure vyhether the rocks are De­
vonian or Carboniferous. Mr. How­
ley says they are of the Carboniferous 
system. Maybe they are, but fossil 
evidence fails to prove it, and Mr. 
Howley neglects to adduce other 
proofs. It is not worth while, he 
says. Then it may be asked, why did 
he lecture at all? What was the 
sense oï"it? Mr. Howley’s lecture was 
so utterly void of information, that it 
might be more justly called a 
habangue. All that he told Os about 
the coal seams, he has told us before, 
for that little report of his in 1909 
contains the whole substance of his 
lecture. As to the mistakes, they are 
many and will be dealt with as they 
come to' us, as we scan the lecture. 
Messrs.-’ Howieÿ, Davies and Robin* 
son may hot be willing to acknow­
ledge me as a controvertist, but that 
will not turn me aside nor, prevent 
me making myself heard. I feel bound 
to defend scientific principles, and if 
Messrs. Howley. Davies and Robin­
son do not feel the same desire, well, 
it speaks but poorly for their love of 
the science. If they permit snobbish­
ness or childish jealousy to actuate 
them or feel riled because one dares 
to correct their teaching, their science 
has not given them that broadmind­
edness which it is supposed to de­
velop in those who worship at her 
shrine. Of course Mr. Robinson takes 
no part in the discourse, and for very- 
good reason, other than to give his 
support to the very vague utterances 
of Mr. Davies and Mr. Howley, and 
altogether ignoring what I have said,
although supported by scientific 
facts. A scientist is supposed to be 
exact and particular in what he says 
when dealing with scientific matters, 
and slips end inexactidudes, that on' 
the part of the layman, would be top 
trifling to notice, become when pro­
mulgated by him

Very Grave Mistakes.
Mr. Howley undertook to tell us what 
coal is and what it is like, and made 
his first mistake in that, the beginning 
o:' his discourse. If it was consider­
ed worth while to describe the com­
mon substance atall.it was worth while 
to be exact about it. "What is worth 
doing, is worth doing well." Mr. How­
ley describes coal as “that dirty, 
black substance." Dirty, black sub­
stance does not describe coal—it may 
describe some of it—for instance there 
is anthracite coal, which does not soil 
the fingers and often has a beauiful 
display of colors. Then there is can- 
nel coal which possesses a rich 
brownish color and takes a high pol­
ish. It may be noted that in their 
sections under the microscope all 
coal pogSss a deep brown color, and 
that the powdered substance is always 
a beautiful brown color, and not black 
as Is generally yipposed. In describ­
ing the c|imate that pertained to the 
carboniferous period the lecturer 
says that “the air was surcharged 
with carbonic acid gas." That state­
ment is pot in accordance with the ac­
cepted teaching ot to-day, at any rate 
it is not-aiccepted as a truth, for men 
are beginning to think that animal 
life could not have existed in an at­
mosphere surcharged with carbon di­
oxide or Mr. Howley wrongly calls 
it “carboiuc acid gas.” The lecturer 
next telljp 6s that coal “is composed of

EVERY OFFICE MAN
Should enquire about 
my handy, labor saving, 
filing devices, at the 
earliest or -*•"*-*- 
Details 
An

/

Remarkable Escape from Starva^on.
o(f Cape Horn ^

K-Ytrac! of letter)*qoni L> jVJD jAWES(Maste, i, 
of the late hnfttuyfl vt|ohiiadtx " *>i Glasgow 
—" Having W*t our »1iip on Staten Island, on the 
5th of July, ami laving saved neither effects nor 
provisions.\Ve were then compelled to travel ov«.r 
the island for ten days, subsisting on nothing but 
shell fish and seaweed. On the .l9th ot July 
we came across another shipwrecked parly of 
seventeen, the surviving part of the crexv of the 
British ship " Duuskeig,' of Glasgow, fourteen 
laving perished through exposure Now. the 
sh p was lost on fhe 23rd of June, and a lot <»i the 
cargo, consisting of Epps's Cocoa, was washed 
ashore out of the wreck There was noth ug 
saved except the Cocoa, and we. numbering 
twenty-five men. were kept alive on it no to the 
20th of August, when we were rescued by the 
steamer * Mercuric,’ of Buenos Aires.

“Too much praise cannot be given to this 
Cocoa. We had a go<xi stock of it there ; we 
used it in a liquid state for drink, we also baked 
it on the fire, which kept us alive and warm 
for 6 weektf on this barren island, situated in a 
region of. perpetual ice and snow,”

1st

^COMFORTING

fe IRE WHITEST, LtoHTESjl

1 i Abl
BAKING
POWDER

teEssaaEsS?

NEVER ANY FAILURE 
OR DISAPPOINTMENT 

WHEN

MAGIC
BAKING
POWDER

IS USED.

CONTAINS NO ALUM.

COSTS NO MORE 
THAN THE 

ORDINARY KINDS.

MADE IN CANADA

nothing more or less than the decayed 
leaves and bark of the plant life of 
the period" which is a gross inac­
curacy. Coal is often made up very 
largely of the remains of marine and 
fresh water growths, and if I were 
delivering a lecture on coal Ï could 
describe some of that form of coal that 
has come

Under My Observation.
but as it is not a lecture I am giving 
but a criticism of a lecture, I must 
confine myself solely to that purpose. 
According to Mr. Howley it is estim­
ated that to form a mass of coal 1 
foot thick required between 30 and 40 
feet of vegetable matter. I may say 
that that would altogether depend on 
the kind of coal and the kiqd of ve 
getable matter that went to form the 
coal, likely from 10 to 20 feet would 
be nearer the truth. Mr. Howley next 
asserts that during the carboniferous 
period “such common trees and shrubs 
as the fir, spruce, pine, larch, birch,
alder, etc,, had no existence. The only 
plants of our time at all resembling 
those of the above period are certain 
fern trees of Australia, and some 
bamboos or canes, but they are not 
the same." All that is in the main 
true, but it is not true enough, when 
coming from a lecturer on scientific 
matters. He could have told his- list­
eners of Certain coniferous trees 
that flourished as far back as the Up 
per Devonian period. Cones resemb­
ling those of our spruce and fir as 
well as the wood are not uncommon 
among the carboniferous flora. Next 
Mr. Howley tells us that cannel coal is 
soft. Cannel coal is so hard that it 
can be cut and highly polished and 
used for various ornamental purposes. 
By a peculiar gradient or sort of 
sliding scale Mr. Howley leads up 
from the most volatile coal containing 
small amounts of carbon, through 
various stages of increasing carbon 
and lessening volatile matter to the 
diamond. How he can pretend to 
bridge the gap between coal and the 
diamond is a marvel. It does not foi 
low that because coal contains car­
bon that it is related to the diamond 
which is of course pure crystalized 
carbon. It would be just as logical to 
string a line of sequences from blood 
to the steel rail. Blood contains iron 
and the steel rail is iron refined. It 
is notable that in his lecture Mr. 
Howley devotes a great deal ot atten­
tion to graphite and the diamond. We 
have now come to that most interest­
ing part of the lecture, namely, a 
short discourse on the geology of the 
carboniferous system. We who list­
ened to the gentleman that night in 
the Board of Trade Rooms, expected 
when that point of the lecture was 
reached that we were about to hear 
something about our coal areas.

But We Were Disappointed.
All Mr. Howley gave us on the subject 
anyone who reads maygatherfrom any 
text book on geology, and probably in 
a clearer way than Mr. Howley gave it 
to us. However he said one thing 
about our rocks which is quite mis­
leading, i.e., that in this country we 
have the three lower members of the 
carboniferous system well represent­
ed. Those members are (taking Mr. 
Howley’s diversion of them) the car­
boniferous limestone, the millstone 
grit, and the true coal measures. That 
is not true for fossil evidence proves 
the absence of the Upper Productive 
Measures and the Permian, and those 
are the most valuable. Why didn't Mr. 
Howley describe more particularly 
the carboniferous rocks of this coun­
try and leave generalities alone? Next 
Mr. Howley makes a grievous error 
hi his use of the word basic for basal. 
He speaks of “basic conglomerate," 
when basal conglomerate is meant. 
Mr. Howley makes the same mistake 
in several places. In describing Bell 
Island in that report of of 1909 he 
speaks of "basic members stretching 
along the shore." The word basic is 
used in chemistry to denote an oxide 
or hydrate of a metal, or a group of 
elements equivalent to a metal capable 
of replacing the hydrogen of an acid 
when the two are placed in contact. 
When we have reference to a base­
ment or foundation we say basal and 
not basic. Three different times in 
the course of his lecture Mr. Howley 
makes the same wrongful application 
of the word. Again, Mr. Howley is 
quite In error when he speaks of the

Thickness of the Strata
underlying the coal measures of Cape 
Breton. The geology of Canada gives 
a total thickness below the produc­
tive measures ot 8,600 feet (estim­
ated). Mr. Howley tells us there are 
between 1,800 and 2,000 feet which

leaves quite a hiatus. The total thick­
ness of the carboniferous strata of 
Cape Bretotl is estimated at 13,000 
feet, which would leave a thickness 
of 4,500 feet of Coal Measures. Then 
tfie lecturer goes on to say that “some 
few workable coal beds do occur In 
Scotland, low down In the carbonifer­
ous series, even beneath the mill­
stone grit formation," and still no ref 
ference to the position of the local 
coal seams in the scries. He might 
have mentioned that thin seams ot 
coal occur in Devonian rocks of Gaspe, 
and elsewhere^ Next the lecturer tells 
us that "coal has only been in general 
use for heating purposes for a little 
over a century." He might have gone 
further in that direction and told us 
when coal first began to bo mined in 
Cape Breton, over 200 years ago. 
Further on the lecturer remarks, "as 
regards the existence of coal in this 
country, I would ask the question. 
Why should there not be coal here"? 
and then goes on to assert that we 
have “the same series of rocks which 
contain the chief coal deposits of the 
world are found here.” That state­
ment is not true, for as I have long 
ago pointed out we have

Only tlie Basal Members
of the series and they are the least 
valuable. Even if we had the whole 
system developed here, from the base 
of the carboniferous limestone to the 
top of the Permian system, it would 
not follow that we had valuable coal 
measures, not by any means, though 
it would be quite probable. In the 
Western part of America there are no 
productive coal measures in the Car­
boniferous system. As proof that we 
had the same series of rocks that pro­
duce the valuable coal seams of Cape 
Breton, the lecturer exhibited a suite 
of three or four fossils, that prove to 
every one acquainted with geology 
that we have only the lowest part of 
the series. And as I have remarked 
before one cannot be sure from such 
fossil evidence if we have carbonifer­
ous rocks at all. They may be De­
vonian fossils. The remainder of Mr. 
Howley’s lecture is devoted to point­
ing out the location of the different 
coal outcrops and their respective 
measurements and offers no ground 
for criticism, beyond saying that Mr. 
Howley does not seem to have the 
faculty of conveying to others the 
knowledge which he doubtless pos­
sesses. If I have dealt rather rough­
ly with him, I wish it to be borne in 
mind that my country's interest alone 
urges me to the course. We have 
much to be grateful to Mr. Howley 
for, notably his great optimism, and 
I may sav this much that although 
differing with him so greatly on many 
points, 1 would be quite willing to put 
mÿ small sayings into any plan that 
might be formulated for the prospect­
ing of those coal seams in Bay St. 
George. Why could not a company 
be formed here for their development? 
Shares might be sold at a rate to ad­
mit even the poorest holding a few. 
Before anything is done in that direc­
tion, it would be the duty of the Gov­
ernment to have an examination 
made of the area. For the sake of
our country we should be willing to 
take a little risk, but it will not be a 
blind one, if the Government will 
have a survey made before hand. It 
is not demanded of the Government 
that they count the number of tons 
contained in the measures. A thor­
ough geological survey is all that is 
required. Morris has failed to do 
anything. Well, we will see what a 
change of Government will do for us, 
next year.

A. ENGLISH.

Cable News.
Special to Evening Telegram.

CHARLEROI. April 14.
Suspension of work in the coal 

mines in this district was complete 
this morning, except that sufficient 
men remained at their posts to keep 
the machinery in good order, and the 
pumps working. Metal workers in 
the vicinity have only partially quit, 
but it is understood that, to-morrow 
the remainder will lay down their 
tools.

LA LOUVIERE, April 14.
The miners' strike here is in full 

swing. Not a man, beyond those ne­
cessary to keep the machinery work­
ing, is in the mines. All the factories 
are closed down, except the pottery 
works, which continue in full force. 
Street cars were operating as usual 
during the forenoon, as the strike of 
motormen is timed for 7 p.m. Some 
attempts were made to cut the wires 
in the vicinity.

NEW YORK, April 14.
To-morrow, the anniversary of the 

loss of the Titanic, the lantern and 
time-ball, erected in the new Sea­
men’s Institute, as a memorial, will 
be dedicated. The ceremonies will be 
held on the roof at 3.15 p.m. Brief 
addresses will be made by Bishop 
Greer, Rev. W. P. Merrill and Dr. 
Henry Lubeck. This tower is iden­
tical with the accepted form of light­
houses, withi stairs in the rear, lan­
tern gallery! and fixed green light, 
visible at ajl the lower anchorage 
grounds of thte harbor to Sandy Hook. 
Surmounting Mt is a time-ball, which 
will, be hoisted daily at five minutes 
before noon. At noon the time will 
be flashed over the wires from Wash­
ington, and the ball will drop. The 
building is situated just where the 
Island of Manhattan turns, in the 
corner of South Street and Coenties 
Slip, and commands the attention of 
all vessels entering, whether by San­
dy Hook or Hell Gate.

LONDON, April 14.
A milk can, filled with gunpowder, 

and connected with an electric fuse, 
was found this morning Inside the 
railing surrounding the wall of the 
Bank of England. It was removed to 
the police station.

LONDON, April 14.
Kter Hardie asked Premier As­

quith to-day. whether, In view "of the 
fact that the proposed gift of three 
battleships from Canada had become 
an acute party question, he would 
suggest the dropping of the proposal. 
Mr. Asquith replied that he did not 
think it would be proper to Interfere 
in a matter which was entirely for 
the consideration of the Canadian 
Government.

-!------
MINARD’S LINIMENT CURES <1 AR­

RET IN COWS.

NOTICE !
Owing to the duty being removed on Tea, be­

low are our revised prices of our package Teas 
per pound:—
Singha.......................... .. .. 30c. instead of 35c.
Tiger....................................35c. instead of 40c.
Old Home (red)..................35c. instead of 40c.
Serendib........... . ..............40c. instead of 50c.
Old Home (blue).................50c. instead of 60c.

Union Blend Red .. ......... 30c. instead of 35c.
Union Blend Blue.............35c. instead of 40c.
Union Blend Orange .. . ,40c. instead of 50c.
Union Blend Purple............ 50c. instead of 60c.

The Teas used in these grades are the best 
that money can buy, also the most satisfactory, 
being packed in lead-lined air-tight packages.

Give them a trial.

HARVEY CO.

The BIG Furniture Store.
You can save money now by spending it.

Here are a few suggestions, picked at random:

Arm Chairs. 
Morris Chairs. 
Reception Chairs. 
Sideboards.
Hook Cases. 
Conches.
Clocks.
Blankets.
Foot Stools. 
Umbrella Stands. 
Card Tables. 
Music Cabinets.

Extension Tables. 
Sewing Machines. 
Curtains.
Cnrtain Muslin. 
Desks.
Pedestals.
Pictures. t
Fire Irons.
Coal Vases. 
Lounges.
Quilts.
Linoleum.

We have furnished hundreds of homes, Let us furnish yours now, We
are in business to help every one start a new home, or make the old one

more inviting.

CALLAHAN, GLASS & Co., Duckworth and Dower Sts.

Interesting to Farmers.
Landing ex S.S. “ Morxvena,”

60 Tons BASIC SLAG.
Selling CHEAP from ships side.

Colin Campbell,
* Late S. March & Sons Premises.

WIRE NETTING, FENCINB, ETC.
We have in stock the following:

WIRE NETTING, 
56 yd. rolls.

24 x % x 22G.
30 x % x 20.
36 x 1 x 18.
42 x % x 18.
30, 36, 42 x 2 x 18. 
48, 60 x 2 x 18.
72 x 2 x 16G.

GAL. SQ. MESH NET- 
TING.

36 x % x 18.
36 x 14 x 18.

barbed and Plain Wire
in 100 lb. coils. 

Staples, etc.

FIELD FENCING, 
107 yds. to roil.

53 x 20 x 12 stay.

Brass, Gal. and Jap’d 
Wire Gauge.

Martin Hardware Co

“Clan Mackenzie”
SCOTCH WHISKY,

OLD and MELLOW
In Bottles or on 

Draught.

HAYWARD & CO.

Advertise in THE EVFKttnG TELEGRAM


