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COMING EVENTS.
XJ. S. makers of breakfast fads are 

forming a combine. We may look for 
a sharp advance in the prices tif 
shredded peanut shells and pre-dttgest- 
ed saw-dust.

TWO GOOD POINTS.

The C. P. B. will spend $30,000,000 
in the West this year. This is import
ant news. It is even more important 
that the time has come when the West 
is known-to justify such expenditures.

mountain and
C. N. R. At least, the Vancouver Sun
set admits it to be -right, in an article 
reproduced elsewhere. 'That the Sun
set is displeased with the Bulletin is 
faiTiy noticeable, Ibut it is also notice
able that it does not deny the correct
ness of the Bulletin’s view. Had that 
view been wrong the Sunset would no 
doubt have been glad to correct it. 
Certainly it takes up the matter with 
interest sufficient to warrant the sup
position. But it does not correct the 
claim nor venture a hint that it needs 
correcting. The assumption is that it 
is correct, and this assumption is 
backed up by the testimony oi the 
Sunset . For while the Sunset ia very 
much put out at the brazen effrontery 
of the Bulletin in drawing attention 
to the little game it thoroughly en
dorses the Bulletin’s opinion as to 
what the game is. And1 it betrays the 
fact that its wrath arises solely be
cause attention of Alberta people Jhas 
been called to the trap that is prepar
ing for them.

The Sunset makes plain beyond 
doubt what the Vancouver gentlemen 
propose and why they propose it. 
They propose that they be given the 
same rates on goods shipped over the 
mountain tine as are charged for haul
ing goods over the prairie lines, and 
that the Company make up what it 
loses in this process by charging more 
for freight on the prairies than it 
should charge. And the reason they 
want this is that without such arrange
ment Edmonton wholesalers would) be 
able to sell goods in part of the terri
tory lying along the new C. N. R. line 
beyond the borders of British Colum
bia In a nutshell, they demand' that

---------------------------------- j the people of Alberta shall be taxed
THAT BRI DGE. | to prevent the dealers of Alberta dbing

Mr. William Whyte is in Montreal 'business they would otherwise do and 
discussing matters with Sir Thomas ( to give this business unreservedly into 
Bhaugfanessy. It is to be hoped' Mr. j the hands of a group of Vancouver 
Whyte's memory doe» not slip when ' gentlemen, 
he gets down to the nigh level bridge 
item. It is about time we knew whe-

_ It* WOul<* courage also tc ' offices of their respective firms to were of greater volume than the traffic
Th, Bulletin seems to have "guessed convenient peak and to set up a sep- those who seek his overthrow, receive reporte and raise prices. They of eastern shipments to that province,

right" as to why certain Vancouver arate establishment. That it will go Whichever course he took seemed rc™enlber that they are competitors! It is safe to any that in cars, Al-
gentimnen wanted what they called,tu any such lengths we doubt, for the therefore likely to discredit him fur- tionaV^Packing rtomni™.0* V*® ?a‘ ! b.srta wili use three’ P°ssibly five,

«"ter i'Tz “?!1" tv *' “■ “« "*•” “ °< srsajtjis a,** ss ar&rs °» si prairie sections of the-Ire°n' “““ the ’wl°rst comes to the to make him an easy victim to the company can get more for its certain : from this coast a?
__ r n v-r ur/trui. ♦ Vi .—III t____ a- 1 __ -A* . • . linoti rtf mjxnt "in a rtrtv+«s4»-. CU.i..worst the constitution will have to pre- ambitious Manitoba gentleman 

pare for the shock. We decline with 
all humility but all firmness to pay 
anybody’s freight bills but our own.

A SCOTCH VERDICT.

A man got $2,000 damages because 
he was arrested for saying a Port 
Arthur commissioner got a rake-off 
from a firm selling machinery to the 
city. This does not say the commis
sioner got the money, but it seems to 
mean that anyone who says so does 
noc lie within the phraseology of the 
law.

When one is taxing other people ior 
the double purpose of destroying their 

ther his early construction promise business and of benefiting his
is to he kept, or whether he belongs1 
to the Dr. Cook class.

AS USUAL.
A despatch from Ottawa yesterday 

said: “Conservatives after a lengthy 
caucus this morning decided' to leave 
the policy oi the Opposition regarding

it is not wise to be over-considerate 
in t)he matter’. So the Vancouver gen
tlemen propose that all the ■western 
country, dha-1 help pay their freight 
bills and -help pay it on all the busi
ness done over C. N. R. lines. By the 
terms of their mandate, if a farmer 
shipped a bushel of wheat to the Lake

MAKE IT PAY.
The Minister of Railways is now 

criticised because the Intercolonial had 
a surplus last year. The chief danger 
of a public enterprise is that some 
people want it run so near the brink 
of - the precipice it is liable to topple 
over. It is to he hoped Mr. Graham 
will keep his feet squarely on the prin
ciple that the Intercolonial must pay 
its way with a small margin to the 
good for insurance against adverse con 
dirions. If it cannot be made do that, 
then we had better tear it up and 
build a new one with some regard to 
the principles of railway engineering.

THE CLOSED OFFICES.
The - Lords Day Alliance is being 

roundly condemned for persuading 
the Post Office Department to close 
some post offices on Sunday. The Al
liance claims that some unwise and 
greedy business men have been work
ing their stenographers and clerks on 
Sunday, answering the mail received 
on that day. To this the critics answer 
that these parties should be prosecute 
edi and- the offices left open. It is not, 
however easy to secure evidence war
ranting such prosecution, arid it is 
not known that the parties now ad
vising prosecution have been very 
ready to help the Alliance in getting 
this evidence. Had they beep as 
ready to help prosecute as they) now 
are to condemn the alternative means 
taken to secure the same end, their 
counsel would have an aspect of great
er sincerity. And in that case the 
alternative course might not have been 
necessary. If the means adopted dtoes 
no more than to bring those who pro
fess a desire to stop Sunday labor 
into a disposition of readiness to help 
stop it an important end will have 
been gained for prosecution will then 

own be posssible. Perhaps it was to bring 
them into this disposition that the

the naval bill which comes up for™... „ , T 
second reading today to Mr. Borden.1^ ” *” Fort ChurchUl over the 
Mr. Borden in conversation after Ibe'f-**.* T t0 P*y.<m 0113
caucus said he was uneble to declare / ”1 bef? on a COM1*nment
what the policy would be until he 
heard the definite proposal of the Gov
ernment, which it is expected will be 
made by the Premier.” One can usu
ally tell what the Opposition policy 
■will he when the Government's policy 
is announced. Up to them nobody, Mr. 
Borden included, knows what it will 
be.

POOR MAN1
Borne Opposition members went 

after Hon. Mackenzie King arid wound 
up by driving their leader and Mr. 
John Haggart out of the House, and 
seventeen more of their friends to vote 
with the Government. Mr. Borden 
needs commiseration most of the time, 
and deserves it pretty often, too. His 
way would be smoother and more con
sistent if some friendly agency would 
eliminate« the secret enemies and the 
openly irresponsible gentlemen who 
are usually either getting him into 
trouble o-r planning to do it. These 
parties do not seem to have the com
mon courtesy to let Mr. Borden kaow 
wheq they are going to open a pit-tall 
at his feet or undertake one ol their 
innumerable and disastrous expedi
tions into the Wilderness. In conse
quence, Mr. Borden spends part of bis 
time fighting to keep his friends from 
crowding him into a hole arid another 
part in toddling along on an errand 
that promises more humps than glory.

KEEP TO THE REAR.
Horace Walpole once remarked that 

an Engjishman had to ask every morn
ing what fresh victory had been won. 
Newspaper readers now have To ask 
ea<* day what new mine horror is re
ported. Canadians may be grateful 
that comparatively few of these occur 
on this side the boundary. Coal min
ing has not, of course reached the pro
portions in Canada that it has in the 
United States. Brill, allowing for this 
difference, our mines do not seem to 
provide 'a proportionate number of 
ierious accidents. Legislators, oper- 
fttors and miners should co-operate 
to keep as far as possible in the rear 
in this regard.

Cook Stays Abroad.
Mannheimbaden, Feb. 2.—The 

port.that the merican Consul has 
tnanded the extradition -rf n 
eriek A. Ooik. i» fais*

of goods shipped by some Vancouver 
dealer to some merchant along the 
line of the C. N. R. in the mountains, 
which merchant might otherwise -buy 
from a dealer in Edmonton. And if 
h-; brought in a hundred weight of 
merchandise from the East he would 
pay on it part of the cost of shipping 
a hundred weight of goods from- Van
couver to somebody in the mountains 
who otherwise would >be tempted to 
buy it from a dealer in Alberta.

As pointed out by the Sunset the 
Vancouver dealers consider all British 
Columbia their rightful "territory’’ 
just because it is British Columbia. 
That Province they regard as their 
preserve, into which no others should 
be allowed to trespass. But they know 
very w?l. that they cannot hold the 
territory opened up along' the new 
line if the rates charged on the moun
tain line from Vancouver are fixed by 
the cost, or the line. With prairie 
rates prevailing west from lEdimonton 
and mountain rates east from Van
couver, Edmonton dealers would sell 
far beyond the boundary of the Pro
vince, perhaps as the Sunset says, two- 
thirds of the way across it. It is to 
exclude this trespassing by the Ed
monton men that the Vancouver group 
■propose to obliterate the mountains 
so far as the freight rates are concern
ed, and to take the cost of doing it 
from the pockets <rf the peqple in Al
berta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 
They do not propose to tax Alberta 
dealers out of their Province hut to 
tax Alberta people to keep them out, 
and the people in Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba as well. The proposal is 
that we shall pay not only to build 
up Vancouver but to build! up Van
couver at the expense of our own 
cities.

For protesting against this scheme, 
the Bulletin it seems has been guilty 
of “naive and narrow selfishness," and 
of "cool, impudent cheek that would 
Ibe hard to beat.” The enormity of 

the offence is appalling. We have 
questioned the wisdom and justice of 
the masters of the universe it seems. 
M hether it will be the thumbscrew, 
the rack or the dungeon we are not 
yet informed, but no doubt one of 
tlhese or perhaps all of them will be re-

Alliance took the present move. If 
so the Alliance appears to have been 
well advised', for their critics seem 
to be quite “warm" enough to prose
cute anybody or anything in order to 
get the offices re-opened.

MR. BORDEN’S VICTORY.
The Liberal candidate won in the 

Ottawa by-cicction. Mr. Borden is 
reduced therefore to drawing what 
consolation he may from having down
ed the rebellious spirits in his party 
who sought to elect a candidate there 
in opposition to his naval policy. Even 
this consolation may not 'be incon
siderable, while in practical effect.it 
cdnsiderably betters Mr. Borden’s 
chances of hanging onto the leader
ship when the fortunes of the party 
come to be considered in convention 
next June.

Long before the by-election was cal
led, and before any selection of a Con
servative candidate had been made, 
Mr. Ellis announced- himself in the 
field as a Conservative candidate in 
opposition to Mr. Borden’s naval pol
icy, and in favor of a direct contribu
tion to the Imperial authorities. The 
Citizen, the most persistently Conser
vative of the Ottawa papers and- the 
one commonly regarded as voicing the 
views of the party, promptly backed 
up his candidature arid warmly advo
cated his cause,

Mr. Borden of course had already 
been emphasizing the policy of a 
Canadian navy throughout the coun
try and was tied up to that policy be
yond compromise. The candidature of 
Mr. h.hs was therefore in essence a 
direct challenge to the leader of th 
party. And there were other indica
tions that the candidate had not 
chosen his course without counsel and 
the assurane of support. Premier Rob- 
lin, of Manitoba, was at that time 
favoring the world with his philippics 
against the Canadian navy idea while 
Hon. Robert Rogers was daily instruct
ing the naval strategists as to what 
must be done to save the Empire. At 
the same time the Manitoba Conserva
tive xiembers in Parliament were 
showing an uzmsual activity, activity 
of -a kind which left -no manner of 
doubt that they were duly grateful to 
Mr. Rcbiiji for the cmfortable seats 
he had provided them ' and that they 
were prepared to follow him in any 
split which might occur between him 
and the titular leader of the party.

The lines were thus beautifully laid 
for cutting the ground from under Mr. 
Borden’s feet. If- he refused to en 
dorse Mr. Ellis’ canicature and sup
ported another candidate he would be

Many persons find themselves at.

, quired 10 obliterate the insiilt of as- j splitting the party, or would be leaving 
r. Y.ed- , serting that the wholesalers of Van- , himself open to be accused of having 

j couver have no business to'levy taxes ^ done so. He would' also be running 
jOn the people of Alberta. jthe risk of defeat under circumstances
i Worse still, we have endangered the ! which would make defeat doubly dis-

îm attack‘rf ihttoenza. cough S°lidarity °'" ne Dominion. For un-1 astrous to himself. On the other hand
Be promptly cured 6v the use d : ^ess t^e *-<ht oI *he Vancouver whole- if he did not fight he«rrrr

CTmaaberJain’s Cough Remedy, 
should T** ke allowed to run on until 
St hewnfcv. totblesome. Sold by all

would be show-
t salers to tax us for our own injury is ing a spirit oi weakness and would 

admitted, the Saturday Sunset threat be open to the charge of lukewarm- 
ens to break the bounds of confedera- ness in the cause he had espoused.

i/ after hie -crown.
Somewhat unexpectedly, 

Mr. Borden "showed fight.’

to 60 deg. (Northern boundry of Sas
katchewan). He admits the possibili
ty of expansion beyond both limits, 
but with more probability of success 
in the northern direction. Remember
ing that in Transatlantic climes wheat 
is grown at Trondjhem (63 1-2 deg.), 
and as> far south at 21 deg. in India’ 
Mr. Brigham is stirred to competition 
and mentions Nicaragua and .Macken- - 
zis River as possible extremes—:f- 

w «T * , ,r "—!«=»."« »».» — men may lk■ imposed ranBe of some fifiy degrees of latitude, 
tawa Journal, a Conservative paper . fional Packing compa^P Mmilar 1 Up°n ea?tfrn. g0?d6' /he Bulletin’s In the attempt t0 enlarge the wheat-
with a pretence of independence came ders -o iron/ thethree’ other ere it ' i‘,r,gum(‘nt ,ls ,and one for area much dependence must -b; plac-

ioep„n<ience, came aers go irom tne three other great Edmonton’s wholesale interests against ed on irrigation, of the success of

,. .- ..- . , . „---------- as will be used for
wîio m‘i ,°k Tto1 /n, a .certa:n state. it carrying goods of eastern manufactur- 

would be foolish for Armour and Co., ers. It is plain even if the Bulletin’s 
I Swift and Co. and Momss and Co. to argument is right, that Alberta’s sav- 

perhaps.ido Wlth le»s- Therefore, hah anhour'ings would be much greater than th« 
The OtÆ aÆ «LATÎL -ts Which may be imposed

,Wnntr,0ngIy tej a Canadian MV, A=d'^m^Thert^tis that aü prices are .they of her own public and certainly ! which >, the arid states Mr. Brigham 
began to mow down the arsrumpnLa «.rL - a. though 80 per ; ag,ainst the -comer-cial interests of ^ves interesting evidence. In TRQQziont /if +>irt * I • Ie-- . ~~ »--- rag'ttiuat me vuiueiviai interests 0$ tHicicainig evrauiiue. ±n 1899
vanced on bdhaif of the insurrectionist ' the United States were^n theTaLte ' B.rit|sh Columbil>^■,As British Colum-1 (census year), 89 per cent of Ari- 
candddate. When the by-election was of one man. The directors of ® î1»8 communpdmg financial inter-!8™*» 8 wheat was. due to.'the ditch.”

- -------------- ------- t- ------------ the
called Mr. Ellis did not get the party National Peking Company declare 
nomination. This went to Dr iChahot ithat tllere is no law to prevent a man 
Mr Borden an,! , , . ' v laDOt- from being a direetdr in more thanBorden and some of his support- one company. They say that one
ere in the House went into the fight meat packer is confronted with ex- 
vigorously on behalf of Dr. Ghabot j r.etly the same conditions as another,
probably quite as much for the pur- ®cd..tbat t**ere j8 ^ more conspiracy
.......  ................. ic pur | m tjje matter than there is between

with two farmers who agree beforehand 
what they will ask for their fresh 
eggs.

They May Go to Jail.
Representatives of the United States 

Government have been working on 
the National Packing Company for 
some time. Indeed, the concern has 
been under more or less suspicion 
ever since it was formed, in 1903, and 
it is asserted that enough evidence 
has been collected to warrant prose
cution on criminal grounds, for viola
tion of the Sherman anti-trust law. 
The proceedings that are about to !>e 
undertaken have grown out of a pro. 
secution of the Morris firm for forc
ing rebates frem railways. The suit 
failed, but a great mass of evidence 
regarding the operation of -the Na
tional Packing Company was adduced, 
and it is said that the Government is 
confident of securing convictions. The 
prescribed punishment is a fine of 
$5,000, or imprisonment for a year, or 
both, and as the fines would be a 
mere jok3 to the millionaires who arc 
to be prosecuted, the word has come 
from Washington that imprisonment 
will he demanded by the Government 
if it succeeds. There have been sev
eral previous suits against the so- 
called trust, and the public has been 
taught not to expect very much of 
them. However, to every malefactor 
comes the day of reckoning, and if 
the members of lire Meat Trust can 
be thus described, they are as likely 
to be punished now as any time.

pose of defeating Mr.. Ellis as 
any hope of electing Dr. Ohabot. Mr.
Ellis, however, was nominated. But 
the Citizen got “cold feet.” It sor
rowfully informed him, and whoever 
elec might be concerned, that it would 
like to continue to support him but 
that Mr. Borden favored the other 
man ; wherefore it became its duty to 
fall in line and try to elect Dr. ■Chabot.
Abandoned by his friends and attack
ed -by that section of the party loyal 
to Mr. Borden, Mr. Ellis gave up.

Though his candidate ,was defeated 
therefore, Mr. Borden has some title 
to. take credit for having won a vic
tory. If one cannot defeat the enemy 
it is something to whip one’s rebel
lious supporters into line, and this he 
seems to have done pretty well for 
the time. His chances of Ibeing able 
to hold the leadership next June are 
considerably bettered by the Outcome 
of the incident. He at least showed'
’spunk” enough to fight the plotters 
which ought to gain him credit among 
the fair-minded element of his party.

Meantime it would be verv interest' 
mg to know what Mr. Glen Camp
bell and the other Parliamentary pro
teges of Mr. Roblin think of them
selves. They were very anxious a 
few weeks ago t-o have Sir Wilfrid re- 
■%n and leave the Ote. wa seat vacant, 
that, of course, was when Mr El1 is 
was the only Conservative candidate with °nly thei; k‘ains’ f.°/aen‘e aad
in sioiM 1 , „ culminate courage against tlie combined strengthm sigl.it and when they thought Mr.
Borden would either strike his colors 
or remain neutral. It is pretty sale 
guessing that if they had it to do over 
attain thqy would not be so urgent in 
the matter. For they would rather

ave had the seat remain in the 
bands of the Liberals without a fight 
than lose it in a fight in which they 
came out very much third best.

TO PROSECUTE THE BEEF TRUST
suTt°o°fnto Ma,U and Empire.—As a.re-
against the°Uh 7 m ^ United States 
against the high price of meat th<*
Government will undertake -
National'p/te 01 ^‘^er! oiThê 
vo Thi P kmg c°mpany, of Chica- 
5Lii 18 c°n?ern- with its relatively 
mall capitalization of $15,000,000, 

either controls or is in a position to 
™ the retail prices of meat in the 
Umted 'States. Smaller than Swift’s 
Armour s or Morriss’ the. National is 
really greater than all three combined, 
since it represents them and several 
other packing establishments. It can 
fix the price to he paid to the farmer, 
and also thé price the consumer will 
pay for his roast of beef or his rasher 
of oacon Officials of the company 
declare that it never exercises this 
power. However, the same officials 
declare that all this talk of high 
prices for meat is shser demagoguery • 
and that, as a matter of fact, the re
tail prices are only a fraction of a 
cent a pound more than they were a 
ye»/ ago. They are unanimous in 
resting the blams upon the shoulders 
of the farmers.

The Beeif Barons.
The three greatest meat packing 

firms in the world are the Swifts, the 
Armours and the Morrisses, in the 
order named. Among them they sell 
perhaps 70 or 75 per cent of the meat 
that is sold in the United States. 
They are in a position to form the 
Beef Trust, and no other firms are. 
The Beef Trust is operated not 
through the National Packing Com
pany. The chief shareholders of tne 
National Packing company are the 
Armours, the Swifts and the Mor
risses, as well as a few other packers

THEY WILL STICK.

Montreal Herald — Because Lloyd 
George and Winston Churchill, fighting

est in this matter we are entitled at I Tbe Cordilleran (mountain) state, 
least to the trade of half our own :rigated 141 ,Pe’r cent, oi their wheat 
province against Edmonton, which ‘*u-:~ 
does not share a penny oi cur liability 
of $45,000,000.

The Bulletin’s view that rates 
should ibe higher in British Columbia 
than in Alberta because railway con
struction costs more here than in that 
province is very narrow and provin
cial. The C. N. R. is supposed to !be 
a national transcontinental railway. 
If that is the case every part of Can
ada should receive equal treatment 
from it. It is one of the standard 
grievances of the nation against the 
C. P. R. that it does not give equal 
treatment. The only way British Co
lumbia can ever force the C. P. R. 
to give us a fair deal is by coni pel i i n ■■ 
the C. N.- R. to give it.

If British Columbia is to be subject 
to special treatment ibv Alberta and 
other provinces simply because of our 
scenery the question may very well 
be asked, what advantage is there in 
belonging to the rest of the country. 
If we are to be -treated as a step-child 
would it not he better for us to fence 
in cur own yard and keep the neigh 
bor s hens out of our garden patch? 
if we have to be fined at every turn 
because of our .physical proportions 
why not set upu for ourselves and fine 
those who want to bleed us»

These are questions which logically
if »-UChT?n attitude as that 

of the Bulletin. However, it is to be 
hoped when the terms oi the contract 
are announcer! it will be 'round that 
the government has not failed to se
cure adequate protection for the in 
terests of British Columbia. That wo 
need expect none frpm any other 

P]ain from the views of 
the Edmonton Bulletin.

of the landlords, the liquor interests, 
the Rothschilds, the protectionist manu
facturers and the protectionist farmers, 
have not been able to be at the combina
tion by more than* abc-ut thirty, exclu
sive of the Irish Nationalists, it is 
coolly proposed that they consider them- 
selx'es beaten, step down, and make way 
for more hesitating counsellors who have 
none of their taste for fighting. From 
the view point of their political oppon
ents, who make the suggestion, this is 
well enough. But the three million odd 
voters who have maintained the As
quith government in power may be for
given if they ask themselves what would 
have happened had it not been for Win
ston Churchill and Lloyd George. The 
chances are that Mr. Chamberlain’s pre
diction of a hundred or more majority 
for the Conservatives wrould have been 
realized.

And we may be very certain that 
neither of these very courageous 
young men nor their very sensible 
leader will do other than the Conser
vatives would have done in their place. 
They hâve, all told, thanks to Mr. As
quith’s Home Rule declarations, a good 
hundred majority to count upon in pass
ing their budget, in handling the Lords, 
in getting a law to abolish plural voting 
and to have the voting all on one day, 
and in giving Ireland a measure of self- 
government suited to her needs. It is 
all very well to talk of another election 
in six months, but the men who have 
played up against so powerful a combin
ation for the last four years and have 
won when the test came are not pre
cisely the kind of men to be scared iff 
the premises. The one thing constant 
in English politics is the habit of hang
ing on to poxver when you get it.

THE VANCOUVER DEMAND.
Saturday Sun&et—An article from 

the -Edmonton Bulletin reproduced on 
page 3 of this issue is as fine an ex
ample of naive and narrow selfishness 
as I have noted ir some time. The 
Bulletin opposes the «lea of equalized
freight rates on the C. N. R. because ^____
it will prevent Edmonton wholesalers ing to • 735,000,000 busheb
from doing business farther west than 
half way to Vancouver and because

^____  it would enable Vancouver to go half
of lesser note. It is a significant way to Edmonton. If, says the Bui

THE WHEAT PROBLEM.
Montreal Gazette.-“lt is easy to 

conceive of a time in no distant future 
800(‘m iîlio U”!tfd. States might rais? 
milltonl te“shels and consume ."00 
millions, while Canada might at he 
same time raise 400 million and con
sume 100 million bushels. The north- 
ern country would even then hold a 
thr re-fold more important place to 
the public markets, of the world than 
her neighbor even while the North 
American centre of production remain
ed at some distance south of the in
ternational boundary.” These words 
occur in a -remarkable paper on the 

Development of wheat culture In 
North America.” in the Journal of the 
Royal Geographical Society for Janu- 
”y- closing it, the author (Mr. 
Albert Perry Brigham) makîs a furth
er concession to the growing advan
tages of the Dominion. After briefly 
surveying the world’s wheat field he 
thus concludes: “It is North America 
which has the land, the progressive 
appliances, the skilled energy of pro
duction and the facilities of transpor
tation to supply the bread market of 
coming decades. No citizen of the 
Great Republic n:ed harbour a jeal
ous thought if in that market the 
major place should come to his north
ern neighbor.” Every other sentence 
in Mr. Brigham's paper is charged 
with significance which, however, can 
only .be rightly appreciated by care
fully considering the context. He 
starts with the statement that in tne 
year 1602 Bartholemew Gosnold made 
trial plantings of wheat and other 
grains in one of the Elizabeth Islanus 
off the coast of Massachusetts. In 
1607 Virginia had “sown good store 
of wheat.” The centre of wheatx pro
duction has long been moving west 
and more recently north. After tne 
opening of the Erie Canal (1825), 
Rochester held the position that Min
neapolis holds today. Since 1866 the 
acreage under wh"?1 ::i t! ■
States has risen from 15.OCO.OX) to 
49,000,000 acres, and in the same per
iod the production has risen from 
151,000.000 to a maximum of 748.000,- 
000 bushels. In 1839 the leading wheat 
state was Ohio, with a production of 
16,000,000 bushels; in 1899, Minnesota, 
with a production of 68,Q09,0">0 bush- 

i els. Of the entire crop in 1906 emount-
"53.030,030

fields, and in that division of their 
lands obtained 17..7 of their whol:: 
crop's. Even greater results than 
those yielded by irrigation may be 
expected from naturalized new varie
ties, such as the Crimean red winter 
wheat domesticated in Kansas—the 
qualities ascertained by test to be
long to it being hardnes^ fecundity, 
milling value and immunity from dis
ease. Among other Russian wheats 
suited to the semi-arid regions of the 
United States are the macaroni - r 
durum varieties, raised not only ,n 
Russia, but in Turkestan, Algeria and 
other parts of the Eastern hemis
phere where the climate is dry and 
hot. After emphasizing the import
ance of such experiments, as proved 
by the areal expansion due thereto, 
Mr. Brigham gives the prize for suc
cess in breeding new varieties to Dr. 
William Saunders, of Ottawa. His 
chief object is to breed such types io 
wheat as will be suited to northern 
conditions—especially those that ripen 
early. Among the finest of the new 
varieties are Preston, Stanly, Huron 
and Percy—all originating at Ottawa 
in 1888 by crossing Red Fife and- 
Ladoga. They jipen from four :o 
twelve days earlier than the old Red 
Fife, while in yield, color of flour, 
baking strength and market worth 
they all take high rank.

Coming to the question of transpor
tation, Mr. Brigham recalls that, be
fore the Erie Canal was built, it cost 
$1.25 to send a barrel of flour from 
western New .York to Philadelphia, 
yet on the Ohio River 50 cents a 
bushel was considered a big price.- 
American waterways and railways 
took the lead in making the world’s 
crop available for the world’s hunger. 
In the Northwest Canadians take up 
the wondrous tale and contribute 
their possible of effort to the mak
ing of North America the central 
bread-grower of the world. It is re
called that “the greatest crop ever 
raised from unfertilized land’-’ was 
credited to Western Canada in 1901, 
when “63,425,000 bushels were raised 
on something more than 2,500,000 
acres.” But in future, there will 
have to b? more dependence on im
proved methods of cultivation and 
less on the acquisition of 
new and fertile lands.. In this direc
tion United States farmers have 
much to learn from the old world in 
the practice of economical agriculture 
and the application of fertilizers. This 
is a matter of no small importance, 
in view of certain predictions, how
ever exaggerated or mistaken. In this 
not necessary to undertake a refuta
tion of Sir W. ’Crookes’s" - Bristol B. 
A. paper, since events have done so. 
Twelve years have brought about 
changes which that savant was not 
alone in not forsering. As for the 
forecast of Mr. J. J. Hill, giving the 
United States 200,000,000 inhabitants 
in fifty years, Mr. Brigham by a care
ful calculation, reduces it to 130,000,- 
001. By a similarly careful estimate 
(while admitting that ther; may be 
unknown factors in the problem), e ■ 
removes the hungry years to an inde
finite distance. He is disposed to 
accept the “reasonable prophecy” of 
Dr. 'Saunders rather than the tore- 
casts of the alarmists. He has faith 
in the potentialities oi the soil of the 
United States, under improved agri
culture and “What is true of the 
United States is more true of Cana
da.” For Dr. Saunders believed n 
1904 (and doubtless believes still) that 
“wheat grown on one-fourth of the 
land suited to it in the Canadian 
Northwest, with the yield of Manitoba 
for the previous dzeade, would bring 
p cron of more than 800 million bush- 

v.’. .eh, us kj shows, would feed 
30.000,000 of people in Canada and 
three times supply the import need 
of Britain.”

coincidence that the relative holdings 
of the Armours, the Swifts and the 
Morrisses in the National Packing 
company is in almost exact propor
tion to the respective strength of the 
three seperate companies. In oth;r 
words, Ogden Armour occupies the 
same relative position in the affairs 
of the National Packing company as 
he would occupy in the meat packing 
business generally if there were ro 
National Packing company.

The National Packing Company.
Messrs. Armour. Swift and Morriss 

declare that there is no collusion

ietin, wc have discriminating moun
tain rates “Edmonton wholesalers will 
be able to capture trade as far west 
as Kamloops.’

For cool, impudent cheek that would

were grown east of the Mississippi. 
Missionaries planted wheat in Cali
fornia in 1769. In 1868 that state 
yielded 12.000,000 bushels. In 1396 
the yield was 45,000,000 bushels—Cali
fornia’s maximum crop. The greatest 
wheat development in the union s 
assigned by Mr. Brigham to the Mis
souri River states—Kansas, Nebraska

be hard to heat. British Columbia j and the Dakotas. Three leading 
is to oontriibute to the tune of $35,000 wheat states (Minnesota, North Da- 
a mile and interest to provide a trade1 kota and Kansas) produced in ten 
district for Edanonton two-tiiirds of the1 years (1897-1906), a total of 1,936, 
distance across our own province, and. 808,950 (nearly 2,000 million bushels ) 
from which our own wholesalers are! The variation of the U. S. wheat

The Cretan Situation.
Constantinople, Feb. 4.—There is 

less excitement her; today over, the 
G reeeian situation although the 
newspapers continue to attack the 
Greeks and Cretans. M. Dragomu- 
mis. the new Gre'k Premier has given 
assurance which seem to have allay
ed the Turkish anxiety. There still 
are stories of warlike preparations 
'and Chev;t Pasha, the Minister of 
War, presided today at a military 
council which is assumed to have 
been connected with the preparations.

! The government however has made no 
1 announcement on the subject.

Compromised the Bill.
London, Feb. 4.—A. Milan despatch 

to the Daily Telegraphy says that
to be excluded ! If proof were needed centre in half a century is illustrated I Caruso has just compromised the suit

against him entered by Prof. Della 
Vedova. who operated on his throat 
at Milan last year. The surgeon s;nt

of the absolute necessity of protection ' by an approximate location. In 1850 
against rate discrimination surely it was 57 miles eastnortheast of Co- 

, none more could ‘be asked than thejlumbus, O.; in 1900 it was 70 mite
among them to nx the prices of meat. Bulletin’s impudent assertion that dis-j west of Des Moines, Ia.j In its west-] him a bill for $10.000 for the oper-

criminating rates should be charged ward march wheat has outrun all the ation. The tenor refused to pay so 
for the reasons it gives. j other great interests. Considering ; much, offering at first $2.000 then

But the Bulletin’s idea is prompted i1116 wheat centre for all North, $3,000. Negotiations failing, Caruso 
6=“—™=*» "“V aia hli J. opifiahness If it were i America. Mr. Brigham fix:d it at i was cited to appear before a court nin'Bthee^ffl'/J of'the NationaTPack,to^l^d would build up Edmonton at the ' ab°ut-/?° mi,les ?est oI ^maha (Neb.), j Fiorence, where he has his Italian 

m tne omccs- oi tne .National Packing| f aa „,u and 500 miles from the Canadian domicile. But the matter is now set-
company to receive reports of the K Lcrimi^tlng rat^s are £rontier' This brings us the qu<>ta- tled- Caruso agreeing to Pay $6'^0'

ise or lower (joke) ] »8 ■ 7., _ ® £ tion with which thi ' " '

Each declares that his firm is doing 
business irrespective of the actions, 
of the other firms. Every morning, 
however, the three gentlemen who are

business, and to raiseprices. Their reports- may show'them ! precluded in our agreement with the Btigha^'^the^‘ e/rharizes^the 
that they are selling a certain Brade j C. X. R- it wdl mean a very large re-]^ that the movement which has
of meat in a certain State at a Joes ] Juctton m the freight charges against hitherto b:-en from east to west will Building Permits and Land Office Re- 
tjok;), or rather at a lower price than. heir Pr,v:n crops. | henceforth 'be from south to north. turns Indicate Rapid Development,
may be obtained. • It w perfectly legv The Bulletin advances the fatuous In 1904 (Mr. Brigham recalls) Dr. Lethbridge, Feb. 3-Buildi.,g' permits 
timate fqr Mr. Armour, as director <-f argument that if rates are equalized Wm ,gaun<lers reported Fort Simp- for Lethbridge 'or January amounted ‘o 
the National Packing company, to'jn the mountains higher rates wil-1 gon on the Mackenzie as the most ' $65,000, an increase of nèarlv 300 per 
move, seconded by Mr. Swift of the have to be charged on eastern goods northerly point from which samples of cent, over January of last year. The 
National Packing company, that the, to meet the interest chargee on the wheat had been recaived. The lat. I Lethbridge land office broke-all records 
prices on this line in this State shall I extra oost of construction in British about 62 degrees N. Dondlinger during January, due to the famous rush 
bs increased a cent or two a pound. Go.umbia. That may be, (but it would (“Book of Wheat”) states that spring for Bow Island lands. There was 2.630 
60 the order flashes out by telegraph, ' be a mere bagatelle in comparison wheat matured at Rampant and Daw- quarter sections entered for, including 
and the advance 1S made. The meet- wit.i the savings on rates on lumber son, still nearer the Arctic circle. Of 1496 homesteads, 119 pre-emptions and là 
ing then adjourns. | and gram. It would simply reson-e large and assured production, tire purchased homesteads. The larcest pre-

A NoGon.p'raoy at All. I itself into a question of whether grain, author thinks the limits may be set yfous business was September, 1908, when
A quarter of an hour later Messrs, lumber, fruit and other products pas- down at 35 to 55 dogs. N.L. The usual the premptions were first opened The 

Armour, Swift and Momss sit in the smg between Ai'Berta and the coast range is from 30 degs. (New Orleans ., total then was 2050. *

LETHBRIDGE PROGRESSING.

ABOUT SITUATifj
Advise Asquith^to Not Rely on 

Allies —^Speculation as to 
» Nationalists’ Course.

Canadian Associated Prv-.-.
London. February 2.—Tie poLtic: 

situation is more interesting iiowt.in 
ever .affording manifold opportunité 
for speculation, which are b ing • ■: 
full advantage of. The 
having disparaged the governnnnt 
majority as emanating i'r m the ( ':
fringe now are solemnly warning A
quith not to reîy on all:. Th

Li

Op

!..

Times notes that mo 
ticularly is in a" -rutin 
frame of mind and thin 
ment might find ir,- 
amongst Unionists. T1 
press is full of suggestr 
reform-of the. Lords, 
attribute thi; attitude W1
whelming nervousness n.-p cting c. 
stitutiohal development-. Tie y iaue 
at the suggestion of int- nia îeîoü 
from the upper chamber, which tl 
mail today says is- the true solute 
of the crisis. The more modéra 
members of tlie party who coni' 
caution arc likely to be swept a.-id 
especially as the Labarites and Iri-H 
men demand the strong •" measu 

. pf redress before supply is rot 
Philip Snowden writi - ;ii Nt ws t-hal 
Laborites do not desire 10 embarras] 
the government, recognizing tin- causj 
of reform is bigger tiu.11 party, anj 
says the government unernplqye 
scheme1 is ■ practical, scientific an] 
statesmanlike.

Labor Member Kicking. 
London, «February 3 (Special Car 

to the Montreal Star).—The mini.-tei 
ial majority with which it is hoped t 
induce the King to join in the Immd 
diate coercion of tlie Lords, alreadj 
shows obvious signs of a failure. Rim 
sey McDonald, M.P.. one of thfe mo?| 
influential of the forty Labor M.P.’ 
gave the ministers public warnirl 
yesterday that any one who assum-l 
that the Labor party would simply b 
content with anything the governmen 
proposed regarding the Lords" w-oul 
find himself greatly mistaken. H 
did not think, a coalition of th 
Liberal and Labor ministry wPuld sua 
the Labor party. A more prohabl 
alternative would be an. agreement t] 
support the government in carryin 
out certain objects of the Labor party 
Otherwise theÿ would maintain tire] 
independence.

Another Labor M.P. says: “We ar 
all single chamber men. Our mandat 
extends beyond any mere cuitailmen 
or limitation of the peers’ veto, eve] 
as far as abolition. The forthcoming 
Newport conference will- show tha 
the Labor party is in no mood to 
tonrpromisé or delay. We are on 
for blood.” - /

Nationalists Po%iticn,
Turning from Labor to the iît. si 

doubtful factor in the ministerial me 
jority, we see William O'Brien return 
ing to Westminster at the head of 
compact .party of eleven Independet! 
Nationalists. In a letter O’Bre; 
says: “If even- ten Independent X. 
tionalist men are elected, Ireland 
saved .from- the.- budget. If Asquit 

. -retains office at all, which I rathe 
doubt, one of two things must liapptij 
Either he must reconstruct the Iris' 
part of the budget, from top to. bottm 
or his obsequious followers oi. th 
Diilon-eum-Devlin party will onl 
have the choice .between follow ing u 
into the lobby against the budget’an 
for the expulsion of the governmei 
from office; or, on the other Irani 
supporting the budget and thus sea 
ing their own fate at the polls at th 
new general election that will -oon 1 
upon, us.”

These manifest tendencies of Lab- 
and Nationalists toyvards, indepe 
dence are having a marked effect uf 
on the -nerves- of ministerialists, 
let, the well-known free trade M- 
for Plymouth, publishes an empha 
demand for an immediate attack 
the Lords with the help of the King:

Must Not Run Away.
The Morning Leader insists to!) 

that if the Liberal party runs 
from the Lords the Liberal party. 
doomed-and the government will drr 
on a miserable, existence until _ t) 
general election, in which it will 
not merely defeated, but routed. Tl 
Leader says: “It rs not a secret th 
the King was opposed „to the acti] 
of the Lords in throwing out the buj 
get. *' He advised the leaders, 
which is presumably meant Lai] 
downe, to accept the budget, but tW 
rejected his advice.. The King s '1 
intimate associates," Rosebery . ; 
Esher, .certainly 1 did refrain from vs 
ing. The Leader assumes that ti 
King, would, if pressed, now tell Lan! 
downe that his party must take 
consequences, hut powerful niodeii 
ing influences aire being heard.oui.-p 
of the Radical.! assault and balte 
section.

Budget First, Says Chronicle. 
The Daily Çhronice says: - “1 

ministers know best, and must dec) 
upon the proper pi oceedure. - '
will probably Aye led by the exig net 
of the public service to take the ou 
get first, which means that they 1 
leave the Lords’ question till all 
Easter.

The Westminster Gazette also, urç 
that Asquith must not take precip v- 
action. To do so might compel 
King to send for Balfour and so V •' 
the ministerial majority in the -hum; 
ating position of seeing parliauv 
dissolved at the bidding Of their l>* ; 
iical opponents and another elect 
fought on the naval or some otin r 

'.luring issue, which would swamp '• 
constitutional question" and free fr- 

To all this Edward Russell rep!- 
lit the Liverpool Post:

“The constituencies would find. : 
'had been fooled; the ministers w 1 

be utterly .discredited;. an 1 ail ’ 1 
would be taken out of their tollor-- 
from one end of the country to 
other. The Commons weapon - 
insist upon redress ci grievanc - 
fore granting supply. To pa-- 

- budget before settling matters 
the Lords would be to surre op
enly weapon by which the prix 1


