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@y Evening Pcst and Director of
Mational Service for New Brunswick.

& jwrnal devoted to the grocery
says of the American farmer,

“Se = the food director of America
apdhy.”~ When Moses was ready to
@ be Blessed the Children of Israel
weibes; and his first benediction
% these words: “Let Reuben
not die; and let mot his
few.” And this shall be my
orning, in a .preacument
#xrmer as related to the mob-
of our food supply in war.
a greater revolution in thought
Been seen than that indicated
ear present attitude toward food?

#ed question is uppermost in

of millions of us who
given it much con idera-
fam Defore. The traditional attitude
the American has always been
amm of lordly indifference toward the
Seed supply—its sources, or its wast-
am snd abuses.

And now, as the spring of 1917
from
into

mammmer, our minds dwell anxiously
em grovisions and provender.
t The wheat is casting \its green
over millions of broad
aeyes. The vegetables are either
sgwouting or ready to be planted. An
wmislant fighting line of blades and
shmots and bursting shells sweeps
Wswasd the Canadian frontier at the
wie of twenty-five miles a day, of
whikh the videttes are winter wheat
amill *yey, the sappers and miners the
freck vews »f Nettuce peds, onion
galches and potato - flelds; with
asmesds of celery, beans, asparagus,
agdiiahes, cabbages, turnips and beets
ilassgersed among brigades and di-
wihihms of eorn, barley, spring wheat
sl eats, and supports of d
amill” pasture; while the rear will be
Wmamght up by the Iate potatoes, tur-
snd buckwheat and all the
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Wiaking about these things in terms
off grob.
Am observer in China once noted
e significant and rather appalling
- Wmek thmt the conversation of the
@aimese coolfe or peasant may be
mmgdly divided into two parts; one,
e main theme, comprising eighty
apc-eent. of the talk, relates to food;
W odd twenty per cent. to domestic
asiadtons, the soul and other minor
mtexs. As we read what the Am-
~ wsihmx gress {8 now carrying about
s and listen to the discu-sions of
& W pmibfic- amd private, one wonders
& we ave not aprpoaching the Chin-
age sinndard of conversation. In the
guing = fuller crimson comes upon
e mbin’s breast; in the spring the

wanton h;w!nx gets himsif another:
crest; in the spring the inmdex num-
ber—Bradstreet’s —darkens every
mood; in . the spring our martial fan-
cy gravely turns to thought of food.
Thig spring snyhow.

Well may it so turn! _We have
been firresistibly, inevitably, - reluct|
antly swept into the world war.
Nothing will again be as it wad in
any case; baut if we and our allies
are daféated, things will always be
disastrously worse for us tham they
over were beforc. Into what new
state we shall emerge when the
struggle is over no one may say; but
this is clear: We shall be in deadly
and continuing peril if we lose.

Whetheir we shall be as well off if
we win as we should have been if
the great war, how three years old,
had not been, is most dubious; but
we sha]l -certanly be fatefully the
the worse off if we lose.

We must no: :ose. Our side must
not lose. Our enemy must be defeat-
/d. “Every ship, and if nccessary in
the final stage every man, must be
ventured rather than face the future
terrors of a France subjugated. s
<1 Ger i a British
Empire crumbled into ineffective
and Germanclaimed provinces, and
ourselves brought far~e to face with
the grimmest foe the world has pro-
duced, flushed with victory and with
whetted appetite, for the spoils of the
nations. And the winning of the
war is at bottom a matter of food.

walk on their stomachs as
of old; but now the whole population
of a nation at war is an army. Our
allies are gastropods; and we must
fill the stomachs on which they
walk. Two months ago we might
have talked of saving ourselves
through embargoes or other measur-
es which would have kept us well-
fed, even though our brethren across
the ‘sea might have been starved and
vanquished; but that day is past and
1 believe, well past. If France, Italy
and Great Britain are not fed, they
will be defeated in ninety days and
we shall be defeated with them. We
must send them the food they need,

even if we have to go on short ra-j.

tions ourselves.

No longer, if it ever was, Is this a
mattef of generosity or profit dr pol-
fcy; it is stark, bald necessity. Not
to do it last year might have been
good or bad policy or good or bad
ousiness; but not to do it this year,
and next year, and the year after,
and for ten years if necessary, will
be perfidy. It will also be insanity
and idiocy. We must feed our sol-
diers; and the men in the trenches,
from the Swiss frontier to the North
Sea, in the Trentino, at Saloniki, on
the Suez front! in Mesopotamia,
along that long, undulating, snaky

* line- from Bessarabia to Riga, and
and the workers in fields and factor-
es all over our side of the divided
and battling world—all these are our
soldfers just as much as if they were
our uniforms and fought under our
fiag. We must feed t':em as fully as
-we can. . We must also feed our-
selves.

This grim situation is dawning up-
on us with the broadening of the]
epring.’ Can we do it? How much of
it.can we do? Will it make us short
of food? What can the farms and
fields_and vacant lands of America
be made to do to carry this new
load? What can be done by the
cities and towns to aid in develop-
ing new agricultura’ possibilities and
to make the most of the old ones?
What can be done by our govern-
ments—national, state, county and
municipal—to help accomplish all
these objects? And how well are we
now cupplied with food? Let us
first consider this last duery.

A little girl in a frontier school-
house was once asked to define Prov-
idence. o ’

“Providence,” said she, “is Some-
one up above that hears when ma
scrapes the bottom of the flour bar-
rel.”

The flour barrel is the symbol of
bread with us, for we belong to a
race which makes its bread of
wheat. This bread habit is not ab-
solutely necessary; for Indian corn,
of which we grow three times as
much annuglly as of wheat, i a
good ration. “Man doth not live by
bread only,” said Moses; and if
he meant wheat bread t. nenwas
again what a wonderful scientist
Moses was. For if man tried for a
single generation to live on a chemi-
cally balanced ration of wheat pro-
ducts the race would be extinct or
well toward extinctfon; while on a
sole diet properly balanced by corn
and corn products we should be yet
on earth . Still it {s the scraping of
the flour barrel and not the empty
flopping of the meal bag that we ex-
pect Providence to hear.

What the Figures Show

How near are wc now to the bot-
tom of the national flour barrel? Too
close for comfort. Closer than we
have been for years. Closer than we
have ever been, in fact. While we
grew two billion six hundred million
buehels of corn last year, we turned
cut only six hundred and forty
million bushels of wheat. This was
& short crop. The average for five
years before was twenty per cent.
more, and the crop for 1915 was
above a billion bushels. The crop
of 1916, therefore, plus the - carry-
over from the big crop of 1915, gave
us eight hundred and four million
bushels with which to supply our-
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NEW SUMMER DRINK

For The Man About Town

Like something out of the ordinary,— something

that tastes a bit different?

exactly.

Red Ball will

suit you

Whatever your views about drinks, Red Ball will
ineew with your favor. .

When you're warm, and tired — and ¢ oss, perhaps —
Rcd Ball will coo: and rei1esh you.

i. a TE-MPERANCE
grade ard purily.

RED@BAL

'3

BEVERACGE oi the Lighest

Wihen your appetite’s lacy — ‘adificrent — will give
.

ic 2 keen edge z

Hext time you're thirsty drink

Pod Ball. Ask

fos it alyvays, end everywiere temperanc: drinks

arc so'd.
Q

SIMEON JONES, Lid. -

Made Oniy by

ST, JOHN, N, B.
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Felf Wretched Unil He Started
To Take “Fruit-a-fives”

594 Cmaxrraxw Sr., MoxTREAL,
“#For two years, I was a miserable
sufferer from Rhenumatism and Slomack
Tvouble. 1had frequent Dizzy Spells,
and when I took food, felt wretched
and sleepy. I suffered from Rheu-
matism dreadfully, with pains in my

ers waste a hundred million dollars’
worth of roughage and forage crops
a year. That, if saved, would help
out the supply of meats and dairy
products:

Wheat bread is going to be scarce
and, if the matter is not in some way
‘controlled, very high. This will
amount to little to the rich and well-
to-do; but to the wage-earmers, even
though they may be getting what to
many seems high wiges, it means a
good deal; and to the really poor

back and joints, and my hand: Il

A friend advised “‘Fruit-a-tives’’ and-
from the outset, they did me good.
After the first box, I felt I was gelling
well and I can truthfully say that
“Fruit-a-tives” is.the only medicine
that helped me”. LOUIS LABRIE.

50c. & box, 6 for $2.50, trial size, 25¢..
Atall deal sent postpaid by Fruit-
a-tives Limited, Ottawa.

selves, -eed the fields for 1917
send food abroad. )
From an average crop of say, seven
hundred and thirty million bushels
we have annually been shipping out
of the couniry in normal times about
on> hundred million bushels; and
we have to serve another hundred
buchels for seed. We shal need
more s wheat than ever this
year, if the spring wheat states fol-
low advice and extend acreage. Last
year we shipp d abroad two hundred
and forty mifilion, bushels. If we
have to do as much this year we
shall have for possible home con-
sumption only five hundred agd six-
ty four “million bushels. Take out
of this a hundred million bushels
for seed, and we have left put four
hundred and sixty-four million bush-
els. The first class in arithmetic
will by this time have on their slates
the following sum all nicely worked
out:
What's i the National Flour Barrel?
‘Wheat crop of 1916
(bushels)
Carry-over from 1915
bushels

_

640,000,000
164,000,000

In the flour barrel for the
season (bushels)

Less shipments

abroad (bushels) 240,000,000

Less seed, at least

«(bushels) 100,000,000 340,000,000

804,000,000

Answer: Or hand March 1st,

1917 464,000,000

Now we need five hufidred il
lion bushels of wheat per year for
our bread. Getting five hundred out
of four sixty four is a problem too
stiff for the first class in arithmetic.
The amount of wheat in the hands
of farmers on March 1st was the
lowest for many years, being one
hundred millions as against two hun-
dred and forty miMjons a year ago.
Country elevators and mills as well
as the big terminal operators are
down to an unprecedentedly low sup-
ply. If we send abroad only what
we should have sent if we had not
become engaged in the war, visible
and invisible stocks will have been
Treduced to a dangerously low mini-
mum. The question as to whether
or not we have enough on hand for
our bread until the harvest is in is
an open one; but we probably have.

Secretary Houston says of next
year's situation: “Should our ex-
ports to our Allies rise to the not
improbable figure of four hundred
million bushels, and should our crop
this year equal that of last year (plus
the carry-over), which may be put
roughly 71 eight hundred million
bushels, it is clear that we should
have only four hundred million bush-
els left, or a hundred million bush-
els less for all purposes than we
mow have for flour algne.) Take
out the seed wheat, and we should
have only three loaves of bread to
supply - our usual demand for five.
Give us no better crop than we had
in 1916, and we should be reduced to
a little over two hndred million bus-
hels for bread. “Let Reuben Live,
and not die; and let not his men
be few.” Bspecially lef not his men
be few, for on his lapor supply de-
pends the harvests. And watch the
sky and the weather, remembering
that Reuben canpot c¢ontrol them,
but must take the cloud with the
sunshine. We are not going to have
famine in this country but whether
or not we have a scarcity of our
greatest food staple depends on the
season. We must divide our crop
with our Allies, no matter what it is.
If the German submarines continue
their work we shall be obliged to
ship emough to make up for the
sunken cargoes.

Secretary -Hosuton, of the Depart:
ment of Agriculture, in the state
ment last quoted, said, ‘after summ-

the situation: “In view of this

it 3 something
cligpaper than wheat can be found to
take its place. This something would
crdinarily be potatoes; but last
year’s potato crop was short. In the
seven greatest potato-producing na-
tions of the world last year only
thirty-four bushels were grown for
every sixty bushels of an average
year. The result is that potatoes for
seed are now quoted at from $2.50
to $4 a bushel, and potatoes for food
are 8o dear as to be almost a lux-
ury. The visible supply of corn is
only about two-thirds of what it
wWas a’ year ago, judging from the
amount on farms. On the same bas-
is there s a shortage of twenty per
cent. in oats and of almost fifty per
cent. in- barley. . With corn, oats, rye
and barley selling respectively at
$1.20, 65c, $1.70 and $1.25, it is not
to be wondered gat that hogs sold
yesterday in Chicago—thirtythree
thousand of them—for fifteen cents
a pound on the hoof, and beef cattle
at from nine to thirteen cents.

Secretary Houston said on March
third: “The prices of foodstuffs are
high. A full and satisfactory explan-
ation of prevailing prices is not pos-
sible on the basis of existing know-
ledge.” Very true; but when meat
animals and grains on the farms
bring such priges, foodstuffs must
be high in price, no matter how well
organized our marketing and trans-
portation affairs. Not so high as
they are, but high. For such prices
mean that the rich United States has
come to a food scarcity!

We have produced enough, but we
have shipped it away. We have real-
ly been, economically, in the war
all the time. The warring nations
have been drawing from us until we
are drawn low in almost everything
and drawn almost dry in some
things. What can we do about it?
AMlready 'our pogr jare feeling .the
pinch. I know a grocer who operates
a string of stores where provisions
are sold for cash and nothing Iis
either charged or de../ered.| His
business is. growing rapidly by the
influx to his shops of people who
are willing to carry their food home
in order that a little may be saved
in price. Go to one of his places—or
to any one of thousands of other
stores—ahd you will find it no un-
common thing for a man and his
wife to look all over the stock, tak«
ing mnotes of the prices; and then,
after a whispered consultation in the
niddle of the floor, during which
they have crossed off one after an-
other of the things desired as too
high in price, they will buy some
rice, some beans—now almost out
of reach!—a few other necessaries,
and no meat except the cheapest boil-
ing piece they can get, and only a
little of that.

No tonger is wne complaint made
that Americans will not buy the
cheap cuts of meat. Hogs’' kidneys
and livers, soup bones, every bit that
is a little lower than others in
price—and all are high—all these are
greedily snapped up. We have been
in the war, and the war, saye for
the loss of life, is affecting us just
as it is affecting the nations who
send out soldlers to the trenches.
The difference is in degree and not
in kind, and soon, perhaps, the only
difference in degree will grow out
©of our exceptional ‘agricultural sit-
uation. Agricultural mobilization
must be considered and acted upon.
Will the farmers rise to the ocea-
sion? This brings us to a consid-
eration of what the farmers can do
and whet they will do. &

In the first place, the fact may as
well be recognized first as last that
the farmer is in no very advantag-
eous position. For a couple of gener-
ations we have been building up
cities and deserting the country. We
have been letting the tribe of Reu-
ben die. Individual farmers may
have made mistakes bf going to the
city; but the whole classes do not
make economic mistakes decade af-
ter decade; and the people who have
;n’stued from farm to city; have
gone because they were happier
there, happier and more comfortable.
The city has been so attractive that
it has stripped the farms of their
1=bor.

The Scarcity of Labor

Observe the result on our present
food problem: Fammers In the Con-

nécticut Valley are paying seventy-
five doliars a month, some of them,
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Carsfor Canadian Sewlée

The careful, keen, shrewd buyers in the great
Middle Western Provinces use Studebaker cars
because they have found that Studebakers give
~consistent service on the rough country roads
‘and gumbo. trails, day in and day out, at the
least possible maintenance and repair expense.

Ip the metropolitan cities of the east where style is
a factor, there are the ds of Studebakers in daily
use.

In ratio to power, Studebaker cars are most economs
ical in gasoline consumption.

In ratio to carrying capacity, their light weight and
perfect balance make them most economical in tires—
Studebaker owners frequently get from 8,000 to 10,000
miles on a single set of tires. :

Studebaker cars are Made-in-Canada, at Walkerville,
Ontario, by one of .the largest manufacturers of auté™
mobiles in the world. They are the ‘best work of a
great and long-established organization.

Come in and let us show you, point by point, the
quality features thgt make Studebaker one of the best
automobile “buys” in the world.

“Made-in-Canada”
40 H.-P. FOUR . e
S HSP SIX . e

F. O. B. Walkerville

The Lounsbury Co., Ltd.

DISTRIBUTORS

$1375
$1685

m

to the factories thas depleted the| petulantly ask for as they inquire
rural labor supply. Under these con-| why we do not turn out as large acre
ditions no such thing can be expected| yields as the farms of France or

as that which the amateur scientists ~ (Continued on page €)
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THE PERFECT HIGH OVEN
R ANGE

In all the world there is no
Range that will please - ‘the
Housewife as will this one.

Two ovens that you can uses
at the same time, everything
the corfect height to work over,
no more stooping to bake or
cook. :

We want everyons interested
to look this Range over care-
fully when we know the verdiet
will be that it comes nearer the
woman's ideal of Perfection in
a cooking apparatus than any-
thing ever before ;woduced. It
is easy to operate and will do
more work with less fue! than
any other Range made.

When you want a Range
don’'t be guided by inexperienc-
ad stove men, trust only those
who know.

STOVES,

SOMETHING ENTIRELY NEW

B. F. MALTBY,

PLUMBING, HEATING, RANGES
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Fruit
Groceries
Confectionery
Bread and Cake
Canned Goods
Breakfast Foods

etc., elc., etc.
A Fresh and Full Line always kept in Stock

WM. FERGUSON, Fish B'ld

PHONE 144 24

A First Cléss

Square Meal
for 35 Cents

Don't take our word for it—
Come and Try It—Once!

If you are not satisfied that’ we give you
the best meal you caa get in s

at the price we
you to come .back. ;
We also serve meals and lunches, 2 ka
carte. Our menu'is varied and exteasive -
Our Cuisine the best; Qur service satis-
factory and our ‘prices reasonable for

Newcastle
you, we won't ask

e

CENTRE CAFE.

In Old Commercial Hotel

!
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