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COMPLETED.
Fob yean past, if there ha* been one 

more favourite libel than another with 
the Opposition leaders and the Reform 
press generally, it has been the reitera
tion of the charge that Sir John Mac
donald, after the events of 1872, was 
disqualified from being sworn in as a 
Privy Councillor and taking his seat 
with the statesmen and high dignitaries 
of Great Britain. The barren honour of 
having been appointed might be his, but 
malevolence went so far as to say that 
he dare not visit England and daim the 
full consummation of the titular dignity 
conferred upon him. Repeatedly and 
ad naeueam we have contradicted the 
statement, and ridiculed the inventors 
of so tfiimsy a rhodomontade. Sir 
John Macdonald has visited England 
on the first occasion that public business 
or hi* own summoned him across the 
Atlantic. And hardly is his port
manteau unpacked before he is further 
summoned to cross the narrow waters 
lying between Spithead and the Solent, 
to present himself before our gracious 
Sovereign at her marine residence in 
the Isle of Wight, and there be sworn 
in, as he was on -the 14th inst., a 
member of that most ancient body—the 
Privy Council

In the galaxy of rank, talent, réputa
tion and political weight represented by 
that Council, Sir John Macdonald 
holds, and ever must hold, a conspicuous 
place ; and if it ever falls to his lot to 
exercise either the judicial or executive 
functions which devolve upon the Privy 
Council, there will be few wiser heads 
or more masterful minds brought to the 
discussion of the business before them 
than the Canadian Premier's. Full of 
great ability and ripe experience, he is a 
fit and proper person to advise the 
Sovereign in the acts of her 
government. He, whom Canada 
has delighted to honour above all her 
sons, is now in full possession of the 
highest reward ever bestowed on a 
Colonial statesman ; and even in the 
ranks of his opponents it will be felt 
that a well-merited compliment has 
been paid to this Dominion by the ad
vancement of the chief architect of 
Confederation to a much coveted poet 
of honour in the service of the parent 
State. It will be the wish of everybody 
that he may be long spared to enjoy the 
full fruition of his Sovereign’s favour. 
And we may express the hope that 
the ceremony performed on the 14th at 
Osborne may be a rebuke to the evil- 
speakers and slanderers, .who, merely 
for the attainment of a paltry poli
tical object, stick at nothing and spare 
no man. Sir John Macdonald has ever 
presented a bold front to his political 
enemies, and they have struck him 
without mercy above the belt and be
low it, to borrow an expression from 
our late popular Governor-General. 
But it is no small triumph of power over 
weakness, of right over wrong, and of 
good nature over bad nature, that, in 
spite of all detraction, to-day he is by 
far the most popular as well as the 
ablest man in Canada, and that, by 
those who know best, he is selected for 
unprecedented honour in a country 
very jealous of additions to the highest 
order of precedence.

— « I.

THE CONDITION OF THE LA
BOURING CLASSES.

In order to gauge accurately the con
dition of the working classes in this 
country, it is necessary that we should 
carefully collect and examine statistics 
respecting the wages and condition in 
life of the labouring people in foreign 
countries. The United States consular 
reports just issued furnish data by which 
a test can be applied. An analysis of 
the tables embodied in the report will 
furnish a true index of the position of 
European mechanics and labourers, and 
from it a comparison may be drawn by 
Canadian workpeople for themselves of 
their condition as contrasted with that 
of their foreign rivals.

In regard to Great Britain, it is ad
mitted that trades’ unions have success
fully resisted all efforts to reduce 
wages, but this success has jeopardised 
England’s supremacy in manufactures. 
The manufacturers often refused to ac
cede to the demands of their employés 
and dosed their establishments. When
ever this occurred, the Americans occu
pied the foreign markets, and frequently 
•obtained permanent possession of the 
trade. Another consequence of the 
action of the trades’ unions has been the 
transfer of many manufacturing estab
lishments to the United States or India. 
These unions have not, however, ad
vanced the interest* of the working 
classes. But the drinking habits of the 
people have in a still greater degree re
tarded their progress. A bold reckless
ness as to earning and spending prevails 
among the mechanics of the northern 
and midland counties. Men who could 
•earn :f 15 per week are satisfied with one- 
half that amount if it should prove 
sufficient to furnish plain food and 
beer, and leave a trifle over for 
•porting proclivities. In the Sheffield 
district it is estimated that each work
ingman loses one day per week through 
•drink, which represents one-sixth of the 
productive power of the district. If the 
wages obtained for six day’s work were, 
however, properly used, there would be 
comparatively little suffering or poverty 
in the manufacturing districts. So long 
as English workingmen are given to 
strikes and drink, they will experience 
in an increasing degrep the competition 
of nations whose mechanics are of more 
industrious and temperate habits. Bel
gium illustrates how a manufacturing 
nation may be built up under disadvan
tageous circumstances. Ware it not for 
the reciprocal feeling which unites 
capital and labour, that tittle Mng- 
dom would scarcely be known as 
a commercial or manufacturing coun
try. The working classes are 
frugal and industrious and live happily 
on lower wages than any of their conti
nental associate*. The mamrfaeturers 
are thus enabled to compete success
fully with English, French and German 
houses in foreign markets. Belgian 
yrorkshopt are seldom closed. The eoa 
ployer* use every effort to keep running 
in the dullest times, the employés 
cheerfully complying with a reduction 
in hours and wages in the confident be
lief that when better times return their 
fall time and wages will again be restor
ed. Agricultural labourers are paid SI. 76 
or |2 per month, with food and lodging. 
Grossing over into France we find that 
meagre wages are paid to the peasantry, 
who, despite that fact, are the happiest 
raee in the world. The continued pros
perity of the French Republic throughout 
the commercial depression constitutes 
an extraordinary phenomenon which 
political economists have not yet satis

factorily explained. That agriculture 
is it* greatest industry may account in a 
large measure for its steady advance
ment. There are ten million land- 
owners, and eighteen million persons 
4re engaged in that pursuit. Agricul
tural labourers receive $3.16 weekly 
without board or lodging ; or $1.36 
with those requisites; women only 
earning $1.10. In many districts the 
farm hands supplement their agricul
tural earnings by secondary employ
ments, such as weaving, wood-cutting, 
and wooden-shoe mating, • and the 
women and children contribute from 
their earnings in other industries to
wards the support of the household. 
Although they receive little remunera
tion, and live on scanty fare, the French 
peasantry is the most contented 
class in Europe. The failure of 
all attempts at French emigration 
confirms the truth ef this fact While 
the French working people make the 
best of their lot and throw a halo of 
sentiment about their lives of toil, the 
German labourers are dissatisfied and 
restless. An enormous emigration is, 
therefore, always taking place from the 
Fatherland. The life of the German 
mechanic is undoubtedly one of peculiar 

the prevail- 
receives less

wages tnan ms comrade m France or in 
Bejpnm, and work is irregular and un
certain. The agricultural labourer ob
tains a mere pittance ; indeed, the 
working man rarely eats meat at all in 
any other form than sausage, and his 
wife sad children scarcely know its 
taste, so little do they know of it The 
country is full of tramps both honest 
and vagabondish, and poverty is the 
common lot of the labouring classes.

Let ourCanadianwcrkingmen compare 
their condition with that of the corres
ponding class in any European country 
and they will assuredly become better 
satisfied with their position. They will 
discover that the happiest people, the 
French, do not revel in strikes, are not 
the best paid, do not drink to excess. 
They will further observe that the most 
successful manufacturing people of the 
continent, the Belgians, work together 
for the prosperity of employers and 
employés ; that in dull times the hands 
cheerfully accept shorter hours and re
duced wages, and the masters endeavour 
to keep the factories in operation even 
during the dullest season. Mutual co
operation has enabled Belgium to com
pete successfully with England in manu
factures, and even to export locomotives 
and iron work to the Mother Country. 
Our working classes cannot too 
thoroughly learn the lesson which the 
experience of the toiling millions of 
Europe so clearly teaches.

eople

MR BLARES REASONS.
Lord Mansfield once advised a 

Judge, who was going to India, always 
to decide promptly, but never to give 
his reasons. The kludge pursued this 
course with great success for several 
years. One day, grown bold from im
punity, he gave his reasons. His de
cision was reversed on the first ap
plication. It would have been well had 
Mr. Blake remained silent as to the 
reasons which induced him to refrain 
from advocating in Parliament the 
theories he had propounded to the 
people. Now that he has given them, 
they are weak as water. Their obscurity 
was more favourable to their strength. 
He tells the public that there were three 
reasons why he did not bring forward in 
Parliament these notions so familiar to 
the people. First, that the time was 
not ripe for them ; second, that the 
people were not educated up to them ; 
and thirdly, that he did not want to 
seem to be a leader. We will venture a 
few remarks on these exceedingly weak 
and tottering excuses :—

(I.) If the time was not ripe, why 
did he venture to make a “ disturbing 
“ speech ” at Aurora, and sneer at his 
own party as a Reform party which 
had nothing to reform ? Did he not 
manifestly challenge the Reform party 
to justify their title by adopting hu 
measures) If so, did he not then think 
that the time was ripe) And, again, if 
the time was not ripe, why did he mani
festly weaken the hands of his party and 
disturb the public mind from the con
sideration of more practical measures? 
There was the Pacific Railway to build. 
There was the North-West to people. 
There was Intercolonial trade to de
velop». Here were the manufacturers 
asking for aid. There were the peo 
asking for bread. What had 
Blank to offer ? Only a “ disturbing 
“ speech ! ” .

(2.) If the people were not educated 
up to the point of his proposals, how 
did he think he was going to educate 
them ?—for, no doubt, he did not wish to 
relegate that task to other men. Did he 
no* know that Parliament was the true 
theatre of discussion, and that the de
bates of the two Houses form one of the 
finest means of political education ? 
Did he imagine that his Aurora speech 
contained ail the means of education the 
people needed, and that he might safely 
trust to Siat text-book, when experience 
ought to have taught him that it—

------“ Had lined a box.
Or served to curl a maiden’s looks ?” 

Mr. Blakx made no effort to educate his 
followers ; he did nothing to enlighten 
the masses. These ignorant people, lu 
miterablu, wereconaidered bright enough 
to understand political economy, bat 
could not he considered up to the level 
of “ Minority Representation.” They 
had had entrusted to them the question 
of the confederation of .the Colonies ; 
but they were not equal to the grand 
idea of the Confederation of the Empire 
—though no doubt the English residuum 
would be considered proper judges ! We 
venture to say that Mr. Blake did not 
carefully consider his “reasons,” and 
we beg to offer him a quotation from 
Tennyson- as a reminder of the fact 
that—

“ In seeking to undo 
One riddle, and to find the true,
We knit a hundred others new.”

•<3.) The hon. gentleman did not want 
to be considered a leader ! Miracle of 
’umbleness 1 Mr. Blake knows as well 
as we do that a considerable portion of 
his party want him to be the leader of 
the whole ; that a newspaper was set up 
in his interests, which “ sat down again’’ 
too speedily for its purpose; that half the 
country had been Jiâciming his posi
tion ; that he had weakened his party 
by deserting the Government, and 
weakened it still more by deserting it 
at the elections. Yet all time he 
remained silent. A few words would, 
have settled the matter, but he did not 
utter them. He was oracular. He was 
the mystery man. He was—not a 
doubt of it 1—brought forward against 
his will! It was curiously like Bird 
O’Frkdcm Sawin’h candidature—
“ Popylar enthusiasm got so almighty 

praisin'
That though like sixty all along, I fussed 

and fumed and sorrered,
There didn’t seem no ways to stop their 

bringin’ on me forrard.”
We offer, in conclusion, to Mr. Blake 
our profoundest sympathy for the un

fortunate pressure which brought him 
out upon a probably uncongenial occa
sion, to give endorsements which he 
believes to be risky, and to give reasons 
which he must feel to be weak. Mr. 
Blake, however, is so self-sufficient a 
man that it is just possible he may think 
he has justified himself. We prefer, 
however, to adopt a theory which per
mits us to still give him credit for 
possessing a high degree of intellect, and 
to put down his recent follies to the 
account of his party leanings.

“ RAIBING.”
Cicero, in his treatise De Senectûte, 

describes in detail the characteristics of 
old age ; but he omits all mention of 
railing log huts. The old Roman, as he 
sat on the brink of the grave, was a sad 
and pensive individual. Occasionally he 
wandered into the Campus, and bored 
the young disc-throwers with yarns about 
the exploits of the athletes of his gen
eration ; and sometimes he visited the 
arena, but only to sigh for the good old 
days when gladiators were gladiators, 
and fighting was fighting, and no mis
take. He spent his evenings by the 
hearth or on the street conversing with 
his patriarchal neighbours on their re
miniscences ; and if he could button
hole a youthful audience he wee 
happy. Altogether the old Roman 
was • an eM humbug, not to say 
an antiquated nuisance ; and when 
he went below and crossed the 
Stygian river, his friends were seldom 
a fleeted to tears. What a change has 
come over old men since Cicero’s time ! 
Old age is no longer a melancholy insti
tution,„but rather an improvement on 
youth. He words of the singer that 
“ though men be so strong that they 
“ come to four score years, yet is their 
« strength but labour and sorrow,” are 
scarcely applicable to the old men ef the 
nineteenth century, at least not to the 
old men of the County of York. Our 
old men do not fret the young folks with 
cock-and-bull stories of the olden time, 
nor go into the grave mumbling and 
drivelling about what they once did, 
or once said, or once saw in a 
remote and unsatisfactory past No, 
they join the Society of York Pioneers 
and renew their youth ; and when their 
race is run, they are treated to a largely 
attended funeral and buried with every 
token of respect He organization in 
question was founded a few years ago 
by a philosopher who saw that old age 
could only be rendered tolerable by 
giving it employment When the 
veteran hasn't time to talk, he cannot 
very well be garrulous or become a bore 
—this was the theory of the founder of 
the York Pioneers, and it is the secret of 
its unexampled success. He work which 
the Society imposes upon its 
members is of a peculiar nature. 
He novitiate is taken across the lake to 
Queenston Heights, placed on the top 
of Brook’s monument, and compelled 
to swear that he will spend the remain
der of his days in searching with un
flagging industry and sleepless vigilance 
for the remains of the great and good 
Tkcumskh. Of course, they know per
fectly well that they might just as well 
go into the land of Moab over against 
Beth-peor and expect to come upon the 
grave of Moses ; but there is a wild ex
citement about looking for that which 
they know they cannot find, which 
the old gentlemen greatly enjoy. The 
Society has only been in exist? "£dr2S»2rï£&
ging up the whole Moravian town region 
and six or seven townships in the coun
ties adjacent This is proof that the 
members of the Society have stuck 
closely to business, and are fulfilling 
their solemn obligation with becoming 
seal As the area of the Province of 
Ontario is about 120,000 square miles, 
exclusive of the newly acquired territory 
in the North-West, it will be seen that 
there is yet a wide field of operations, 
and work enough to keep generations of 
unborn pioneers busy.

This year the Society, out of respect 
to the Governor-General and his royal 
wife, has determined to change its ritual 
for a few weeks He Marquis and the 
Princess are always ready to oblige pub
lic institutions with their patronage, but 
the leading minds among the Pioneers 
saw that it would be quite unreasonable 
to aak them to lend a hand with shovel 
and dark lantern in the attempt to re- 
surrectionize the forgotten bones of the 
great chieftain. Accordingly it has 
been decided that the members «bull 
turn out in full force every day during 
the Industrial Exhibition, and show 
his Excellency and her Royal High
ness how log huts were raised 
in the early days of Upper Canada. 
On Friday the Society had its first re
hearsal of the performance, and 
it was a moat interesting one. He 
laying of each individual leg was 
greeted with a salute by the Society'» 
one-gun battery, and christened with 
libations “ set up” by the presiding of
ficer*. He joints of the builders were 
somewhat stiff, and rheumatics and 
lumbago impeded their labours to some 
extent ; but the mystic fabric was 
raised in an incredibly short space of 
time, and the ot team was barbecued 
and disposed of just as the shades 
of evening were falling. We are 
sore the Governor-General and the 
Princess will take a deep interest in 
the operations of the Society during the 
Exhibition ; but we are afraid many 
of the more aged members will be per
manently injured. He Exhibition 
will last three weeks, and to raise a log 
hut and consume two oxen with a pro
portionate supply of the national bever
age every day for twenty-one days, is a 
task which would, it e appears to ns, 
strain the energies of any public body 
in the land. However we hope for the 
best The Pioneers have done their 
duty to their country, many of them in 
the battlefield, and all of them as good 
citizens ; and “ raising ” is a mild sort 
of dissipation to which they are fully

journal is entitled to entertain ita own 
form of belief ; and, therefore, we 
fully concede the right in them to draw 
absurd conclusions from misrepresented 
facts, and to tool such people as are 
weak enough to be fooled by them. 
But we must beg to be allowed to criti
cise their position now and then. We 
will do so now :

(1.) If we are getting less coarse 
woollen goods from England than last 
year, either of two things must follow. 
That is, (a) we are living more economi
cally than ever, which is a good sign ; 
or (b) we are manufacturing more for 
ourselves under the protective system, 
which is a good tiling also.

(2.) If our imports of goods from 
England are less this year than last, 
why, they were leu lut year than the 
year before, and leu that year than the 
previous year. In fact our imports 
from England in a great many lines of 
goods had been steadily decreasing for 
several years. It Is therefore nothing 
new that they should decrease now. 
Even if they should, if the quantity 
not imported should be manufactured in 
Canada, that would not be such a bad 
result. If they should be obtained 
from the United States—that should 
make our Grit friends supremely happy.

(3. ) That the United Statu are able to 
buy goods abroad in greater quantities 
shows perhaps two things : (o) That 
the United Statu have got more money 
than ever they had before to purchase 
foreign goods with—, which shows that 
they must have made money somehow 
and were not quite ruined by protec
tion ; (b) that the condition of trade in 
Europe, particularly in England, is such 
that possibly the slaughtering process 
may begin there too, and that both the 
United States and Canada may feel the 
need of tightening the protective bonds 
of their own manufactures. He United 
States have hitherto been able to under
sell foreigners, however, even in their 
own markets, and it will go hard if this 
process does not continue.

We have to confess that we do not see 
anything desperate in the “ striking ” 
facts which our excitable contemporaries 
are flourishing before the people. It 
appears to us as if they might have an 
effect just the opposite of that intended, 
and that instead of discrediting protec
tion, they might give it eclat.

entity

OPPOSITION HAPPY THOUGHTS.
We learn from our Opposition con

temporaries a number of surprising 
facts :

(L) Hat our imports of cheap wool 
goods from England are leu than lut 
year. * •

(2.) That our imports from England 
of all goods have declined seriously, as 
compared with lut year.

(3.) That the United States agents are 
buying foreign goods, and protection is 
doomed I
Of course, the melancholy theory that is 
drawn from these facts is that the N. P. 
hu been a total failure, that the country 
is to be ruined, that protection is a 
damnable heresy, and that what the 
country wants is really its Cartwright 
and Brown. Now, every age hu its 
own philosophy. Evéry man hu 
what he is pleased to call his own— 
which is pretty sure to be somebody 
else’»—opinion. And every Reform

A MUZZLED PROPHET.
The more one reflects upon the lame 

excuse» offered at Galt by Mr. Blake 
for unfaithfulneu to his avowed prin
ciples on the floor of the House, the 
more absurd and untenable they appear. 
A public man hu no right to propound 
meuures of radical reform outside which 
he is not prepared to advocate and ad
here to in Parliament, whether he be in 
or out of office. He who unsettles the 
public mind by vague words about “ Re- 
“ formers who have nothing to reform,” 
and endeavours to gain a reputation for 
philosophical statesmanship by sowing 
in the public mind vague ideu which he 
does not expect to fructify, is a dema
gogue of the most pronounced and dan
gerous character. Mr. Blake’s idea of 
“ educating ” the people by means 
of Aurora speeches ; his policy 
of securing reform by oracular
utterance» of the vaguest sort ; his plan 
—ipargere voces in tmlgum ambignat—to 
scatter crude theories from the stump 
and refuse to formulate them before the 

are sufficient to destroy all 
in him as a practical 

We could understand a public man 
waiving some of his minor opinions in 
offioe. It would be impossible to form 
a Cabinet unless its members were will
ing to yield some of their individual 
views ; but when these views extend to 
radical measures of constitutional 
change, there cannot, and ought not to 
be any suspicion of compromise. Sur
render then, or even reticence, is not 
only inconsistent—it is immoral ; and 
nothing tends in a greater degree to sap 
popular confidence and faith in politics 
and politicians than the practice Mr. 
Blake boldly defends.

Let us briefly examine once more the 
position occupied by the ex-Minister, 
and we do so with some slight trepida
tion after the stem rebuke administered 
to his opponents at Galt. Unmindful 
of the old saw that it is lawful to be 
instructed by the foe, Mr. Blake “ de- 
“ dined to conduct his programme of 
“ action on the advice of his adver- 
“ sari es.” So be it, indeed those ad
versaries never asked or expected him to 
do anything of the sort ; but they have 
a right to animadvert upon his incon
sistencies, and from their strictures he 
can only hope to escape by a valid and 
straightforward defence of his public 
career. It is certainly something novel 
to be told that the opponents of a meas
ure must be silent at the treachery and 
inconsistency of a public man, who, after 
urging it with force and earnestness, 
quietly lays it on the shelf whenever 
it suits a temporary purpose. Sup- 
pore that Lord Russell, during his 
agitation for the first Reform BUI had 
put his principles in his pocket and 
coalesced with Wellington and Pbkl, 
what defence would it have been of his 
course that it was the foes of Reform 
who exposed his tergiversation ? A 
public man is public property to this 
extent, that men of aU parties are con
cerned in seeing that he keeps in the 
straight path, and shuns crooked ways, 
whatever his political principles may 
be, and altogether apart from their in
trinsic merits. Were it otherwise, poli
tical morality would cease to exist in 
ourpubUc life.

He excuses Mr. Blake advances fur 
abandoning cherished principles are ex
ceptionally feeble. His utterances 
were, it appears, merely the vox da- 
mantis—the voice of one crying in 
the wilderness. Unhappily it only 
cried once at Aurora, and then 
was stifled, like the Liberal, 
at the bidding of the Dictator. 
John the Baptist, from South Bruce, 
was gagged, and the harbinger of a new 
political gospel uttered no farther sound 
and made no further sign. He pe 
he tells us, were not “ ripe ” for "his 
radical evangel, and therefore, in order 
to ripen them, he thought it weU to 
withdraw the light and warmth of his 
countenance from them and his princi
ples. He hon. gentleman is not of 
much account as a constitutional au
thority, albeit a good Chancery lawyer ; 
yet we must confess to some surprise at 
the astounding doctrine that the advo
cate of any - reform should hold his 
tongue in Parliament until the people 
outside are worked up by Aurora 
speeches and stump-oratory generally, to 
that pitch of frenzied earnestness which 
makes itself heard in the lobbies. 
We should like to know what 
Parliament—especially the Commons— 
exists for, if not to discuss calmly, de
liberately, and exhaustively every sub
ject of public concern, and more especi
ally measures which involve constitu
tional change. Public opinion acts 
effectually, and should so act, upon the 
Legislature ; but the soundest and ripest 
public opinion flows in turn from parlia
mentary discussion. He one power 
acts upon the other, and the latter re-

——----------------- -------------------
acta and largely moulds the former. 
If there be principles it seems important 
to a party or to individuals to adopt, the 
floor of the Housé is the proper place to 
disease them. Ex parte opinions out
side, are ot unquestionable importance ; 
but they are not so satisfactory to any 
but rabid partisans as the set-to 
conflict conducted under a sense 
of responsibility by the people’s 
representatives. They constitute the 
only authorized debating dnb where 
there is a guarantee at once of exhaus
tive discussion and of fair play exacted 
by inexorably impartial rules. Mr. 
Blake, not having the courage of his 
opinions, thinks otherwise. He appears 
to think that grave constitutional ques
tions are best dealt with by stump ora
tory, and ought not to be mooted in the 
House, until public opinion is 11 pipe,” 
and a clamorous multitude appears in 
the lobby to enforce its sovereign will 
All that need be said is that English 
Liberals did not think so in times within 
living memory. Their theory was that 
measures should first be initiated in Par
liament and them presented to the 
electorate. There was an order 
and reasonableness in this method 
of procedure which naturally com
mended itself to the good sense 
of Englishmen. Reforms in those days 
took a long time to filtrate through the 
electoral strata, but eventually they 
gained the ear, and secured the impetus 
they required, of the people. It is only 
necessary to quote, as against Mr. 
Blake, an instance or two. In 1833, 
nearly forty years before the adoption 
of the ballot, Mr. Grots, the historian 
of Greece, made the first motion in its 
favour, and, for years after his retire
ment, Mr. Berkeley continued the 
work, session after session. Ms. Vil- 
liers, long before Sir Robert Peel’s 
conversion, was active in trying to 
secure the repeal of the Com Laws. 
Mr. Locke King, as far back as 1861, 
proposed the assimilation of the 
county and borough franchise — 
a measure to which the entire 
Liberal party is committed to-day, and 
yet Lord John Russell opposed it then, 
and, by a chance vote, was defeated. 
We pronounce no opinion upon meas
ures, either past or present here ; all we 
desire to show is that if Mr. Blake real
ly cherishes any idea of reforming the 
constitution, he should have had the 
manliness to submit his views for 
discussion on the floor of Parliament. 
Picnics, we should fancy, are not much 
to his taste ; they afford no opportunity 
for anything but frothy rhetoric and 
exporte declamation. To the painfully 
dogmatic spirit of that political Torque - 
mada, Mr. Mackenzie, or his sinister 
following,they may afford some delight ; 
but Mr. Blake ought to have a soul 
above them.

A FREE TRADE HALLUCINA
TION.

The improvement reported in British 
trade, which of itself is a pleasing cir
cumstance to every colonist, is being 
used by free trade politicians 
dence of the soundness of their prin
ciples and the utter fallacy of protection
ist doctrines. He fact that an increased 
demand for certain lines of English 
manufactures has occurred in the 
United States, is twisted and perverted 
so aa to make it appear that the Ameri
cans are unable to compete successfully 
with British manufacturers at home, 
much less in foreign markets. He 
rapid development ol protectionist views 
throughout Europe, even in Norway, 
where the industrial classes are pressing 
a protection policy on parliament, af
fords a sufficient answer to the first 
allegation. Trade statistics completely 
demolish the second pretence. Not 
only do American manufacturer» con
trol their own markets, except in 
a few special lines which are almost en
tirely purchased by the wealthy classes 
who are prone to affect a liking for 
foreign novelties, but they have as
sumed a leading position abroad. He 
merchandise exports of the United 
States for the last fiscal year reached
$710,412!" ... ....................................
general 
over,
risen, the vaine in 1866 being only 
$166,029,303. He imports exceeded, 
and sometimes doubled, the exports up 
to 1874, since which time they have 
rapidly declined. The excess of ex
ports over imports for the last fiscal 
year amounted to the value of $264,- 
636,602. In view of these facts it is 
absurd to argue that American manufac
tures are declining. On the contrary, 
they are oonatantiy developing, and 
this circumstance, combined with the 
simultaneous growth of the export trade 
in agricultural products, accounts for 
the reversal of the trade position with 
Europe during the last five years.

He suggestion that English manufac
turers are now securing possession of 
the American markets is a phantasy 
of the Canadian free trade min<L 
Never since 1866 has Great Britain sold 
to the United States more goods than 
she has purchased from her. Since 
that year the importations from the 
Republic have increased annually almost 
$30,000,000, while British exports to 
the United States have fallen off in 
almost inverse proportions. British 
official returns show that the Mother 
Country purchased from the States, in 
excess of what she sold to them, goods 
to the value of $73,060,000 in 1866, and 
$347,068,000 in 1878. If these facts 
prove anything, it is that the United 
States, under a protective policy, 
are taking possession of the 
British markets where free trade 
reigns. But American manufacturers 
who have become firmly established un
der protection, are not only able to re
tain their own market, to compete suc
cessfully in British markets, but they 
threaten British supremacy abroad. 
He products of New England mill» and 
Pennsylvania iron works are distributed 
into almost every country. The Mayor 
of Sheffield the "other day warned work
ingmen against tho assurance given that 
English manufacturers under free trade 
were excelling the Americans under pro
tection. His agents in Australia re
ported that American goods were being 
preferred in that market to those made 
m Sheffield. He Mercantile Gazette 
announces that an English company at 
Hawley are entering into horse-nail mak
ing, that they have purchased American 
machines, and the Shropshire hands are 
being instructed by Americans. Not

3 years ago such an announcement 
not have obtained credence. He 

competition of Massachusetts cotton 
spinners in the China market has been 
found so severe, and American goods 
have obtained such popularity, that 
some Manchester spinners have manu
factured inferior lines and stamped 
them. with the trade marks of popular 
American mills. This charge, eman
ating from the United States, was at 
first denied in England, but it has since 
been established beyond question. He 
slight trade revival in England is due to 
an increased feeling of confidence in 
foreign countries, whose buyers are be
ginning to appear in the English 
markets in unwonted numbers. It

doe* not arise from any increased busi
es obtained in United States markets. 

It does not, moreover, in any respect 
indicate that at any future time English 
manufacturers will supplant home manu
facturers in the American market. Still 
less does it prove the success of free 
trade principles, since American manu
facturers, under a protection policy, 
have driven English goods practically 
out of the markets of the Republic, 
have invaded the Old Country markets, 
and have competed successfully with 
British rivals, who had hitherto pos
sessed a monopoly of foreign markets.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

A Piotou despatch says the coal ship
ments from the minet in that neighbour
hood have doubled since the 1st January, 
Our Reform friends will, of course, main
tain that the National Policy has nothing 
to do with this.

Our Reform oentemporaries are persever
ing, with no small enterprise, in trying to 
prove that the opening-up of new indus
trie* is not due to the National Policy. 
Their efforts in the way of showing that 
the N. P. has nothing to do with the good 
crops are much more successful.

Can anything he done to abate the 
silver nuisance ? Besides our own silver 
coins, we bave the sixpence, worth 
12 cents ; the shilling, worth 24 cents ; 
the florin, worth 45 cents ; and the half 
crown, worth 60 cents. This variety 
leads to great confusion, and often to loss.

Mr, J. P. Feathers tone, of Ottawa, has 
received his reward. The Ontario Gazette 
of Saturday chronicles his appointment to 
the clerkship of the County Court of 
Carieton. Poor Mr. O'Donoghue, who re
presented Ottawa and supported Mr. 
Mowat for five years, received only a petty 
clerkship under Mr. Mamie in the Wel
lington registry offioe. This is a world of 
unequal rewards.

THE CITY BBCOBD. RE6A1

The St. John Freeman says 5—“ The 
North-West—that dreadful North-West, 
m which we are sinking so many millions 
that will never be repaid—is fast becoming 
a refuge for needy Tories.” If there be 
any needy Tories, It is better to send them 
up to the howling plains than to put them 
in the Speaker’s chair, and give them Gov- 
eminent contracte. Mr. Anglin always 
forgets his own record.

An emigration association has been form
ed in Sheffield for the purpose of aiding 
workingmen to obtain a livelihood in Can
ada and the Western States of America. 
He depressed trade has thrown large num
bers ont of employment, and as there 
seems no immediate prospect ot increased 
business this plan has been adopted in or
der to thin the ranks of the unemployed. 
Arrangements are also being made, inde
pendently of this association, to send a 
number of miners to New Zealand from 
the South Yorkshire district, where the 
relations between the coal owners and the 
colliers are just now the cause of much dis
quietude.

He development of the Canadian export 
trade in live stock is an encouraging feature 
of our trade with the Mother Country. It 
is estimated that fifty-one thousand 
animals, worth one million dollars, were 
shipped during the last three months. At 
a rough estimate, the steamship com
panies, independent altogether of railway 
connections, received upwards of three 
hundred thousand dollars. The increase of 
trade over that of the erne period last 
year is threefold. Canada is the only rattle 
raising country in the world free from con
tagious dise» sa. AU other countries ire 
more or leee affected by it, which neces
sitates the slaughtering of animals at the 
porte of entry, while, on the other hand, 
Canadian cattle can be raised for any mar
ket and shipped alive. This gives at least 
an advantage of thirty per cent, in favour 
of the exportation of Canadian stock over 
aU their competitors that cannot be so 
shipped. Ontario farmers cannot engage 
too largely in stock raising, in view of the 
constantly increasing market for freeh 
beef at good prioee afforded by the Mother 
Country.

The exports of wheat and of flour in its 
wheat equivalent from the United States 
between the 1st July, 1878, to the 30th 
June, 1879, amounted to 155,091,000 
bushels. Mr. Duncan Stewart, of Detroit, 
an authority on the subject, Bays :—“The 
requirements of Europe wiU be 50 per 
cent, larger for the cereal year of 1879-80 
than it was for 1887-78. Whether any 
better prices will prevail on this side will 
depend entirely on the farmers’ deliveries. 
Large deliveries mean higher freights and 
lower prioee. Moderate deliveries mean 
reasonable freights and better prioee than 
rule at present. With the facts before 
them, each one must judge for himself 
whether, under aU the circumstances, it 
better to hold on them than to let go." 
According to the showing^ of the ablest 
journals in the United Kingdom, that 
country will require to import not lees 
than 130,000,000 bushels of wheat, includ
ing flour, and the other importing coun
tries at least 170,000,000 more. In all, 
the needs of Europe will not be leee than 
300,000,000 bushels of wheat, including 
flour, to put them safely through the 
coming cereal year, commencing Sept. 1st, 
1879, and ending Aug. 31st, 1880.

He Royal Commission appointed to en
quire into the condition of the British army 
has a big job before it. He Franco-Ger
man war convinced the Government of 
Great Britain that some steps must be taken 
to increase the number of trained men who 
could, should an exigency arise, be called 
into the service, and for this purpose the 
Secretary of War of the Gladstone Admin, 
istration, the present Lord Cardwell, ar
ranged a system of short-term service, by 
means of which those who enlisted might, 
after a brief period, pass, if they chose, wto 
the reserves, which were only to be called 
npon for active duty at critical times. Ex
perience has seemingly shown that this 
system is far from satisfactory, for not only 
is it found that the recruits do not stay in 
the ranks long enough to acquire soldierly 
habits, bnt the constant mustering out of 
the men keeps the regiments in a practical
ly unserviceable condition. It will be re
membered that when reinforcements were 
sent 4c Lord Chelmsford, in Zuhüand, the 
regiment» which were snp'poeed to be in a 
condition to perform active service abroad 
were so far deficient in the number of their 
men that soldiers from other regimente had 
to be added to them to make up their 
quotas. At the present time there are 18 
regiments on the list for foreign service, 
which should have a combined strength of 
14,400, whereas in reality they are not 10,- 
500 strong. Bnt these are exceptional 
regiments, which, in consequence of their 
Older of service, have been specially con
sidered by the administrative branch of the 
army, as will be seen when it is said that 
the 38 other regiments now in service in the 
United Kingdom could not put into the 
field 10,000 effective soldiers. He Fifty- 
fifth Foot, for instance, which was a few 
years ago one of the crack regiments in the 
army, has not st present 100 privates fit 
for active dnty.

A return for the half-year ending j.— 
30th, 1879, shows that there were 1 y* 
births, 371 marriages and 719 duthk 
During the corresponding half-year of I875 
the births numbered 1,345, marriages Sfia 
and deaths, 679. '

Cattle for England.-.. Mr. Robt. Craig,
of Brampton, is shipping from Montreal 1» 
Bristol, England, 186 fat cattle. This i, 
the fourth shipment made by Mr. Craig i» 
the last eight weeks. It is stated that 
insurance companies refuse to take risk, 
on cattle while in transportation to Eng. 
land. 8

A Canadian Pianist.—Recent Germai

A. W. Lander, M.P.P. Thé
virtuoso will no doubt receive a hearti 
welcome from our musicians on his return 
to this city.

A Murderous Weapon.—Wm. Foster 
of this city, got into a row on Tuesdav 
morning at Watford in the Western Hold 
with a couple of men, and wishing to set
tle matters promptly he pulled out an old- 
fashioned pocketbook, presented it, and 
threatened to shoot them. A terrible 
scare ensued, and the hotel was cleared in 
a trice, bnt William Foster was subee- 
quently arrested and fined $9.60 or 20 dav. 
in gaol for his little hoax.

Peculiar Accident.—A couple of days 
ago a very peculiar accident happened on 
the farm of the Hon. Wm. McMaster, north 
of Yorkville, which might have resulted 
fatally. It seems that while Mr. McMai. 
ter’s farmer was cradling grain he dipped, 
and in falling the cradle tipped up, and 
the point of the scythe struck another 
who was standing clone by on the left side 
of the upper.lip.and passing through it went 
into the gum, between two teeth. The 
wounded man proceeded to Dr. Johnston 
in Yorkville, and had the injury to hie lin attended to. “

Disposal of the Dogs.—For the present 
season, up to the 2nd inst., 477 dogs wei» 
captured by the dog-catchers. Of the* 
373 were charcoaled, 39 liberated on pay. 
ment of $2 for each ; 37 were released up® 
the production of their license, two were 
taken ont by Mr. Cooper, and 26 were re. 

’by some party who broke into the 
It may here be stated that the 

Commissioner is secretly devising. »

Sian for the capture of the cure which 
owed to run at large. By one fell 

swoop he hopes to be able to make a large 
haul some of these days.

Sudden Death of an old Pioneer.— 
On Thursday the 17th inst., Mr. John 
Elliott, of Pine Hill, Boesnquet, died 
suddenly of apoplexy while mowing gnu 
in a field. A few minutes before hu death 
he remarked to a friend that he never felt 
better in his life, and that he oould scarcely 
realize that he wae growing old. He leave, 
a widow, seven daughters and two sons to 

1. The deceased g, 
sere of

politic,
and was much beloved by his family and 
respected by all who knew him. When 
the rebellion broke out in 1837 he resided 
in Scarboro' and discharged the duties of 
Captain of volunteers during those trying 
times with credit to himself and advantage 
to the country ; and after removing to 
Boeanquet he was elected a member of the 
Township Council and afterwards chosen 
Reeve.

Meeting of Poultry Fanciers.—An 
adjourned meeting of poultry fanciers was 
held at Thomas’ Chop House Friday night, 
to receive the report from the deputation 
appointed to wait on the Industrial Ei. 
hibition Committee in order to secure 1 re
vision of theorize lint. Mesne. Withrow, 
McGregor, W. B. Hamilton and J. Bennie 
attended from the Industrial Exhibition 
Committee, and stated that the Director! 
had agreed to extend the time for poultry 
entries until Saturday week, and wished 
two fanciers to be appointed to confer with 
them in regard to the revision of the prise 
Bat. Messrs. J. James and J. B. Johnston 
were accordingly appointed for tint ; per. 
pose. Subsequently those present farmed 
themselves into a society, to be called the 
Canadian Poultry and Pet Stock Associe, 
turn, and elected the following officers 
President, John James ; 1st Vioe-Preei. 
dent, James McGrath ; 2nd Viee-Fresi. 
dent, J. G. Charlesworth ; Treasurer, J. 
B. Johnston ; Secretary, W. Boddy ; Cor
responding Secretary, W. J. Way ; Ex- 
eeutive Committee, J. James, W. J. Wav, 
James McGrath, Thomas Adams, J. B, 
Johnston.

The Toronto Exhibition.— Although 
the arrival of the Governor-General and 
Prince»» Louise has been postponed til the 
5th of September it is understood tint the 
opening of the Exhibition will tskeplsoe 
on the day arranged, the 1st Septeuber, 
and that his Excellency will formaly de
clare it open on the day of his aeival 
He new implement building is fas ap
proaching completion. So great ha, been 
the demand for space in this section *at it 
has been found impossible to giveasingle 
exhibitor the space he has applied for, 
although the building is being ereotel st s 
cost of $10,000 for the special aooemeoda- 
tion of reapers and mowers and othel sgri- 
cultural machines. The building sill be 
ready next week for exhibitors to ansnge 
and put together their exhibits. Messrs, 
Asford A Co. have now their incubator is 
position in the house they have belt for 
the purpose, and have so arrangée utd 
timed the hatching of their eggs toss they 
will be able to show chickens breeteg tie 
shells every day during the Ex hi» tion. 
The interior of the mam building will be 
cleaned next week. The cattle pint md 
horse boxes are already in good ordr, and 
are ready to receive the animal* on «rival. 
There is a new building 30ft. x 10ft for 
stoves and heavy metal work. Thre ie a 
raised platform ten feet wide en enh side 
for the goods, leaving a passage wajidowx 
the centre, of ten feet in width. < t the 
outride of this building there is al n-to, 
under which implements not re tiring 
power can be exhibited. It is thi uteri- 
tion of the Association to allow a ri e gal
lery and one kind of swing, A0./11 the 
east end of the grounds. No pa «swill 
be provided under any pretext, only 
complimentary admissions being » mem
bers of the press on duty.

He storm of Saturday was the «use of 
another of those accidents ‘ on |e Btv 
which of late years have unfor snstely 
been of too frequent occurrence, an 1 which 
have cost ns the lives of many of a r citi
zens. Between six and seven o’ae :k on 
Saturday evening Mr. Gordon B. B> Iford, 
ledger-keeper of the Canadian B*k of 
Commerce, started to cross tin Bar in » 
sail boat, taking with him Mr.' 
son of tile late Mr. John Di 
They toek with them a basket c 
intended for the use of a friend : 
a cottage on the Island. The 1 
very rough and the weather w 
rainy. On nearing the Eastern (_ 
Bedford got up to fix the mil, bet hsd 
scarcely got to his feet when a .equsll 
struck the boat which immediately capsized. 
Both gentlemen were thrown ink the 
water, but as they were fair swimmers 
they started to swim for shore. MR Dug- 
gan, on nearing the Island, mimed hu 
companion, and, on looking round, saw 
that he had turned back, and wae returning 
to the boat. Mr. Duggan proceeded on his 
course, and on taking a second giro* back

sst,
w pirn 
! allow

Cramps are immediately relieved by 
taking a teaspoonful of Perry Davis’ Pain 
Killer in a little milk and Sugar ; it takes 
about two minutes to relieve the worst

and had righted the boat, he went am »»i
the h ---------------- ‘ ’ “reached the beach. He had scarcely done 

no when the storm increased in iatsntity» 
and it became impossible to retain a view 
of the boat through the mist and hesvy 
rain. When the fury of the stonn h*“ 
passed away, nothing could be seen of Mr- 
Bedford, and it is supposed that the un
fortunate gentleman most have been seized 
with cramp before he reached the boat, end 
was drowned. Mr. Duggan himself wssso 
exhausted by his long exposure and severe 
exertions that he fell fainting on the'beach. 
Mr. Bedford was 31 years of age, and wss 
the son of Admiral Bedford, of Mrhaven, 
Devon, England.

>08 Weather and 
eellent Sport.

__ Party Per Canada
M a Dead Beat In the Tr 
Sceller»' Dace — Four «1 

1 genii, and Ladles’ Dace. 
«)f.»Tal Aug. 18.—Fickle Fortund 

toAn favoured the Barrie Regatta elJ 
the matter of weather. A brilliant d 
L- , hot afternoon, and a pleasantly I 

composed the meteorological I 
—mine hit upon by the Club, and fa 
hUy has that programme been carried! 
y av except a very brief squall and af 
fortF drops of rain, the accompau menti 
a large black-looking cloud, which 1 
geared the son just at that particular I 
meat in the afternoon when everyone! 
sighing to be relieved from the heat of| 
Sol’s scorching rays.

THE VISITORS.
The Muekoka train was not so crow 

as it could have been, but the Toronto| 
Hamilton trains were jammed. Inde 
crowded was one of the trains from | 
Queen City that it is said people ' 
have had serious disputes on the que 
of who shall stand had it not been fod 
peacemaking abilities of a party of j 
ticians wearing white hats, who happ 
to be on board, and who, when any < 
tion arose as to the proprietorship 
comfortable seat, settled the matt 
taking the seat themaelvee. The 
hotels had all they could do to feed 
hungry crowds who applied for 
They were indeed full, so were 1 
the visitors, but not many. The 
rrere the fuller of the two. The 1 
ton do not say they profitted much 1 
table. It is very probable that the; 
gpt, as a great many of the diners so 
to labour under the impression that] 
aoto camping ont or working on a 1 
So 1«*"g did some of the people fron 
township* back of Hamilton sit at I 
that it was suggested that they shod 
future be charged so much an hod 
dinner instead of so much for the 1 
The suggestion may be adopted or ay 
to everybody next time there is a 1 
here.

the ball opened.
- Shortly after three o'clock, the ai 

double scull race was called. Six I 
put in an appearance, although there! 
nine euilins The crews were the fd 
ing, «"d they occupied the positions I 
sated by the numbers preceding

L Geo. Setherland, and Blair, of Bellevl 
g, y. Gaudaur and A. Harris, Atherly. 
s. J. MoBtfcemerv and A. Humphries, " 
i. Dutton and Boon, Barrie.
6. Humphries and Foley, Coltiagwood.
6. B- and 8. Neill, Barrie.
Prior to the race a protest was 

against Humphries and Foley, of ’ 
wood, on the ground that their h 
23 feet 10 inches keel, instead of 
ol specified in the rules. Humphrie 
Foley were informed that they coul 
but under protest. They declared 
boat was of the correct measureme 
agreeing to row under protest, r« 
as they took their position that . 
the men and not the boat that tho 
entered the protest were afraid of. 
appeared to be more truth than ;
Sa remark when the signal for 
was given, for the Collingwood 
mediately took the lead, which they ] 

till the close of the race, 
gomery and Humphries, of Toronto, 1 
a plucky fight and took the — 
in the procession, which the - 
per force formed. Between the Ti 
and Collingwood crews there was a I 
tussle, and the latter beat the fo 1 
about a length and a half.

THE FOUR-OARED RACE
was then called. After some 
able waiting, the Leanders.of 1 
ie an appearance. They wore 
miH blue ««I white striped gue 
Following them were the Toron 
«testing straight for the judge’s — 
quired through their stroke the re 
garding the turning buoys. They! 
informed that they could tom any| 
but that they had to turn from 
starboard. Informed that their t 
rigged for a turn from starboard to I 
the judge allowed them to turn al 
plnssrfl. bnt at their own risk. The I 
were also informed that the starting I 
would be the question—“ An 
ready ?” followed by the 
“ go,” and the firing of I 
gnu. The positions allotted to the I 
were as fellows :—1st, inside and rJ 
share, tiie Peterboros, second Is 
third, outside, the Toronto*. Just I 
the start the weather freshened. AI 
breeze sprang up and the forty < 
rain referred to at the commence 
tins report, began to descend. The I 
1 ’ j in position, the starting judge! 

stion, “ Are you ready ? ” 1
__v, and half a second before

—1 fired and the word “go” giv 
Toronto» caught the water and mou 
ward. The othef crews also made r 
ment, bnt immediately came | 
standstill. He result was that 
rontoa were called back, and 
start was made. This time the Pe 
had the advantage, and dashing 
stroke of 38 to the minute took the! 
Toronto* with a very steady and L 
pull soon captured them, and left I 
rear with them the Leanders. who 
son of the erratic character of the" 
ing lost ground rapidly. By the 
turning buoys were reached the | 
boros had again pulled towards t 
so much so that they turned almo 
taneonsly with the Toronto*, 
turn tiie Toronto» increased the u., 
their strokes, and having left the ! 
about two boat lengths behind! 
were fast gaining on the Pe 
when the breeze which had r_ 
the bay from the commencement 
particular race became a squall. Tl 
was in reality a streak of wind. It! 
agitate the entire surface ot the wal 
Mowing from the north-west it strq 
water immediately in the teeth I 
returning Toronto* and Leanders, 1 
comparatively without a ruffle ti 
water near shore, on which the Pe 
Were rowing. This was as great an| 
tage to the Peterboros as it was r 
vantage to the Toronto* and the — 
The first mentioned gradually drev 
the leading crew, and when in the r- 
theboat-house* and wharves near tL_ 
began to get ahead. The Toronto», hi 

Ued gamely against the wind, "* 
t against the tide, shipping so 
1 giving the more favourably 

». ««erboros some hot .work. At l 
the Peterboros' were about half aj 
ahead of the Toronto*, and the 
aboat six or seven lengths ahe 
Leanders.

the ladies’ race 
waa next called. As there was a j 
of time wasted in getting the < 
out it was thought that there 
miscarriage in tiie arrangement», 
there were no entries for the race. 
Rally a lady in blue was seen in 
seated inrigged boat, acoompanie 
oarsman in a shell as her coach,I 
towards the buoys located at the 1 
tance from the starting point. T 
was Miss Enlin, of Barrie. She 
lowed by a lady in white, who 
to be Miss Mary Morrison, of 
He race wae a mile dash for a| 
Mi— Morrison proved to be 
oarewoman. As least she won 
lengths. Miss Eslin would un- 
have done better had it not been j 
steered away from the finish and 
escaped coming out in tne 
judges’ barge. She pulled pin 
ever. Miss Morrison is an ac 
oarewoman. A touching evide 
votion on the part of the admit 
tee competitors is tiie fact that 1 
swain followed his adored in a L 
ready to rescue her should acrids^ 

The event of the day 
the professional single 

followed. Thoee who enh


