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Ring, bells, ring, wuh your mellow din,
Ring the old year out and the new year in!
Like the voloes of birds from the old grey

e,
Let ‘your sflvery music rise higher and

Floating abroad o’er the hillside bare
1o billows of sound on the tremulous air,
Let it rise and fall with the fitful gale;

Say that to-night the old year dies!
Bid the walcheérs 1ook o the enstern skies,

Of the welcome risé 6f the new year's star!
Ring the old year out, with its sighs and

tears,
Tts withering heart-aches und tiresome fears ; 3
Away with its memories of doubt and wrong
1ts cold deceits aud envyings strong,
All its pandering lures to the faltering sense,
All its pitiful shams and cold pretense,
We will heap them together and bind them
fhist

Keep we the joys, let him bury the pain!
Ring soft, oh bells, as he goes to rest

Ring, bells, ring, with a merry din!

Smiling and lair, at the eastern gates,

Clad In tinted light, the new year waits!
Welcome him in with the rosy band,

Who ‘wait the wave of his beckoning hand :
Hope, with her wreaths of sweet spring

,loy for the summenr’s glowing houcs,

And loye for all seasons—best of all,
Ring wiorrily, bells!—o'er the blushing skles
See the beautiful star of the new year rise!

her head out the door,
10 go over to Alston to meet Linda's
girls.. The boys have gone down the
river with Henderson, and may not be
home till dark, and T wrote to Linda
that wo would meet them there.’

from a book he was rudlng. and ask-
ed, a little impatiently, ¢
children werve to be sent there—why |*
weren't they kept at home?

sant matronly face, and an amused
expression larked in the sunny eyes.

her eyes.

afternoon I shall get till those child-
uu, haye gone home again,’ he said,

let them into my room, mother, when'
I'm away, < Ill take care they don't
gerju when Lam there!

to, Joseph, but I'll tell them,’ she said
soberly. I do not suppose you want
them playing with ;onr olmt of
tools—" ¥
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higher;

‘ell over city and wood the tale;

or the beautiful halo that tells afar

flowers,~

entyudpneo for the frdithul fall ,
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JOE'S REWARD.

BY MRS, &, B, EDSON.

¢ Josepb,' said Mrs. Clayton, putting
¢ you will have

Thie young man addressed looked ap

why Linda’s
A faint smile flitted over. the plea-

¢ Cousin Linda isn't very well this
. * Besides

away, the amused look was stiil in

. ‘1 suppose this is the last quiet -

in & _rogretful tone, ‘Yom musta'

<1 don’t belieye they wjlt lttompb

‘No; avd I can’t hlﬂﬂb”l hor,
ho Interrupted; ¢ nor ransack

w, and ourmnnlng thq
fin p anre:, a3 young ones inva)
do. Thoy are eight or iihe years old
by thig b, T'sappose.’ T’ remember
Linda brought them hefb orice, and 1

haven’t thoughit of them sf
3 'Y:lhﬂ}l k l.hl% "‘f; lll o(

expression &onpanlng in im qﬂ.
“Sappose they were yonng | ladies Joe
Aund she langhed gayly. . . .

“They might walk over from a.hton

B

broad; white massive forehead.
The trath was, Joe: Clayton

was concerned, It WA8 00!
and he counldn’t help i1, a
want to,’ he said, witha little.
when the subject was (up for d
siony as it frequontly was. -
asplendid follow, handsor

a8 an m, b !
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they all carried thelr dlnneu, and play-

entry, Joe was in 4 perfest tromor of
bashful terror, for it he retused to
play he was 10 better off, for those
dreadful girls would kiss him without
any provocation whatever. PoorJoe!
if it had not been for fear of punish-
ment at home, he would have gone
out and sat fn the rain ; and sometimes
he did, bearing the punishment witha
sort of grim delight.

Frank and Robert, there was the wid-
ést possible difference in this respect,
They took to girls &s naturally as
ducks take to water,
they were therefore the favourites?
With not half of Joe’s good looks, or
halfof his real worth of mind and
heart, they were comfortéd while he
was tormented,

contradictory problems that I ever
attempted te solve, why a shy, difi-
dent man finds 8o little. favor athong
woman,
Apollo, pure, honest, chivalrous, and
yet nine women in ten will choose
some gay, dashing fellow, with very
uncertain morals, but plenty of assur-
ance and impertinence.
real argument for the innate depravity
of the feniinine heart that I ever met.
If anybody can give an explanation,
they would confer a favor on the sub-
soriber by comnmunicating ete.- -

on which Joe Clayton rode leisurely
over the grass-bordered country road
to Alston station.
heawy rain the night before, and the
sanded rond was washed hard and
clean, and not the faintest atom of
dust floated in the soft liquid air. A
cool west wind tempered the warmilr
ofa July sun, and altogether it was a
perfect midsummer day,

and he half forgot * Linda's s girls,” in
his enjoyment of the beantiful mnery.
for the Alston road wound r

with a lovely river hokmou here
and there through the leaty openings

now and then, as the road’ wound up
the hill, little glimpus of the far-away
misty sea. But the chimueys of Al-
ston—it was all Alston, only this was
the village proper—broke in upon his
vision, and with a start he gathered
up the reins, and came back to a real-
ization of life and Linda’s girls.

the cars were shrieking and thunder-’

ont ahd harried round tbjai%

where the passengers were gatti
and in. He had a vague idea lhl
should' khoy

for all mo!” he answered, shortly, col-|a
/| oring to tho temples, and all oveir the

terribly bashfnl 'm‘?sﬁm omai |

ed Copenhagen,’ and ‘on the earpet
do stand,’ at noontime, in the great

Between him and his twin brothers

Need I add that

It'is one of the most mysterions and

He may be handsome as

It is the only

1t was a delightful afternoon, this

There had been a

Joe was an ardent lover of nutun,

und soft

wooded hills, and pas pondl

- gloss of satin on an emerald—and

at his very evident embarrassment.

“To which of ‘my questions is this
an answer?’ asked the tallest girl, who
acted a8 spokeswoman, an unmistak-
able sparkle of mirth in her brown
eyes.

‘Whichever you please,’ he respond-
ed, with crimsoning face, and spring-
ing down the steps he turned his
horse’s head, and went spinning to-
wards home as if a thousand demons
were after him.

¢ Grood 'heavens! what could I do?
he exclaimed, the cold sweat starting
from every pore. ‘I couldn’t take
three women in this little shell.” And
the bare idea of being packed in such
close quarters with three girls, for a
mile or two drive, sent the blood to
his face in a torrent. ‘I wish I knew
who they were,’ he continued; ‘I
wish they might get lost, and never
find their way here. And I made
such a stapid tool of myself! I don’t
care, I’d not taken them, and I should
bidve had to if I had revealed 'that
Charles Clayton was my father.—
Those three flonnced and raffled
things! each of thém would more
than fill the seat. No, I’d not take
them in for all the money in the
United Btates!”

‘I'am sure it is he,” said the tall
brown-eyed girl, to her companions
on the platform, when Joe had so in-

‘1 have never forgotten how he look-

> fed when we were there,~Madge, -and £

you know we've always heard how

continently fled from their presence. of

ridiculongly bashful lie is. Wons '0“,

have sport, girls’ And the brow
eyes fairly danced with delﬁ(h -
Just then the stationm
by, and glanced up .at et a
three large trunks MMM
‘Do you want a carriage |
asked, politely.” !
¢ Not for oursélvee,
'but if you would uﬂk ‘
to Mr, Ougton'o—
ton’s—we should
would direct ué & little'
wo should still be 1
‘Mr, Clayton’s?
here a moment
¢ do you know
“We are strar
a little stifily.
Ho bow

necessary
way, and,
smiling &

“1am not sure but I onght to have

come with the. carriage,’. he uid, ‘Grﬁt*"
glancing-downat the i

oro-bnl:y

bt this 1s so mbc lighter  an

easier, aud the little givls won’t requise [y
a very large carriage, and it is not|g: '3
dikely they’ll have more than l“mﬂl‘ ;

rauk or a valise.”

Howunomhomn.fwomm
ng wlong in full sight. He s

ng ¢

T ;Sl:l

he saw them,

wore  slight,. M .
with very light hair-shi ‘
slose, and umﬂm pink sun

from the station,
merry | thoal tigmber of
platform, bnc
nymn :

. 10

but two girls, and who was
one? Well, she couldn't
much 56 5
much rence, not any to

he intgpded to keep woll out o

way, and with this consolin’
he'rah up (o his room, Jock.

in, and in fifteen minutes ha/

ten the whole perplexing &
his absorption in a. plan of
lot, on which he wus er”
which he was to tuke ¢
and duly, suryey and ‘¢
week,

¢ Joseph, Jooephl’ 8t
him from his work, anc
to a sense of surroundi

“Yes, mother,” ho @
little absently.

‘Come now, right a
all ready,’ came in a
the foot of the stairs,

He folded up his pe
his mind still busy v
of the church and
which had been ex)
to be  pictaresquely
from force of habi
particalar thought -
pearaunce, he stoor
the little giltsfra

oue wouldn't

this /
mal

hir

crm e ..




