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Saturday, October 24, 1914
———
THE SITUATION.

It is still the same story of desper-
ate fighting in Belgium and Northern
France, with nothing which can be
regarded as decisive either way. Ger-
man reinforcements have arrived in
large numbers, but the Allies are
standing firm and working in splendid
accord.

One feature of results not perhaps
very big of itself, but still important,
is the heavy loss which the Germans
must have sustained in horses. Dur-
ing periods of continuous fighting ex=
perts figure the average life of such
animals at a few days.. By that time
they are either killed or disabled.
Thf"y are of great use, not alone with
regard to the cavalry, but also in the
matter of artiflery. It takes thirty of
them, for instance, to haul one of the
German heavy siege guns. Motor
traction has, of course, largely super-
seded them in modern war, but they
still serve a large purpose. :

The Russians seem to have recently
met with quite important successes.

The German cruiser Karlsruhe has
been just about as active in destroy-
ing British merchant vessels as thé
Emden. The pair of them have up to
date been responsible for millions of
dollars’ worth of vessels and cargoes.

WHERE HUNDREDS ARE
SUFFERING.

Major Louis Livirfigston Seaman is
not only a military man, and a medical
man, but a traveller and jotxrnglist of
international repute. His work in the
Balkans and elsewhere in connection
with the Red Cross movement has
made his name familiar all over the
United States. He went to the front
some weeks ago as special corres-
pondent of the “Independent,” New
York, one of the liveliest weekly jour-
nals in that great city. In view of the
statements written by him concerning

German atrocities in Belgium, the

publication of which the pro-Germans
. in the United  States, considered as a
virtual breach of mneutrality, Major
Seaman was requested by the authori-
ties to explain his action, as it is con-
trary to regulations for an officer of a
neutral country to express himself
definitely as a partisan in favor of
either combatant.

On the day of the Zeppelin massa-
cre at Antwerp Major Seaman sent
the following letter to President Wil-

son:
“My dear Mr. President:—Prefer-
ring liberty of speech to military or
other service where it is denied, espec-
ially when silence would be a crime
against humanity, 1 herewith tender
my resignation as a member of the
Medical Reserve Corps of the United
States Army.”
T'he following correspondence,
within the limits imposed by the cen-
sorship, hints at the pitiful sufferings
of which Major Seaman has been a
witness, and which impelled him to

take this action.

“I am writing from theé Hotel de la
Paiz in Ghent, the city whose people
for two thousand years have done so
much to wring from their rulers the
concessions upon which constitutional
government is founded. In feudal days
it was one of the first of the Free Cit-
jies of Europe, and its historic monu-
ments bear witness to the part it play-
ed during the Reformation. I believe
no city on earth has contributed more
to the developmeént of civilization
than Ghent. Here, the 24th of Decem-
ber next, it was the purposes of ra-
presentatives of Great |Britain and
the United States to celebrate in the
old Convent des Charteux the one
hundredth anniversary of the signing
of the Treaty of Peace between Eng-
land and America. Two months ago
in the Royal Casino and Palais de
Fete the international exhibition of
flowers was held. France sent many
roses of rarest hue an dvariety, many
of which still adorn the extensive ex-
hiition grounds, and in the Palais de
Danse, the French opera company
made gay music.

But what a change, the Palais de

Tete is now a Palais de Misere, trans-
formed almost in a night. Fourteen
thousand desolate peasant women and
little children, refugees from the coun-
try near Louvain, Malines and Ter-
monde, whose husbands or fathers or
brothers have been butchered or driven
to parts unknown, their homes pil-
laged and burnt, their crops destroy-
ed, their only possessions the cloth-
ing on their backs, have been, or are
now, being sheltered here. Could the
reader but hear for himself the tales
of suffering and horror that come from
every mouth, or see the ghastly wounds
of many, even among the little child-
ten, that testimony to the agonies
they have undergone, his indignation
would know no bounds.
_ I have participated as an officer or
Observet in eight campaigns, in al-
most every country in the world, but
in none have I witnessed such exhibi-
tions of atrocious barbarism as this
war is furnishing.

Thank Heaven there is another sid-
{o this dark picture. In that Palais
fle Fete, now the Palais de Misere, the

had not tasted food for two days pre-
lceding their arrival here, M. de Bru-

Burgomaster at the meetings of the
International Peace Celebration, is
in a systematic way, sending them to
suburban villages where houses are
open to them, shipping them to Eng-
land, and so distributing them that
they may eventually be repatriated.
1: was informed at Ostend that child-
ren under fifteen would not be receiv-
ed in England as refugees, but I have
since learned that the government is
welcoming all. .

The work of the Red Cross in
Ghent cannot be too highly praised.
It has many hospitals (ambulances as
they are called here) under its direc-
tion, and is working most 'efficiently
and in perfect harmony with the mili-
tary authorities. The most severely
wounded are sent to thé military hos-
pital, while others are distributed to
the hotels, schools, convents, private
houses and private clinics which have
ben thrown open for them. At present
comparatively few of the severely
wounded remain, the majority having
been transferred to other cities in
anticipation of the coming of the
enemy. Thousands of empty beds,
with attendants and nurses from the
most aristocratic and highly cultured
families in the land are awaiting the
arrival of more, ready to care for
them with gentleness and skill, Ger-
man and Belgian alike, in surround-
ings of elegance such as the majority
of them never dreamed of. :

Many of these shrapnel wounds are
terrible, shattering bony structure and
causing extensive laceration . of tis-
sue. A very large proportion of the
bullet wounds are found in the legs
and feet, showing that the Germans,
who shoot from the hip, are firing
low. The Belgians shoots from the
shoulder. Dr. Dulet, in Anvers, has
a dum-dum ball which he extracted
from a wounded Belgian. Many of the
invalided suffer from extreme ex-
haustion, after their three days’ in-
cessant fighting, but they soon rally
and beg to return to the colors.

The three characteristics of the
Belgian people that have most deeply
impressed me duoring the past month
are their patriotism, their bravery and
their gentleness. In the military, civic
and Red Cross hospitals of Bruges,
Ostend, Ghent and Antwerp, over 40
of which T have visited, the wounded.
German soldier has always received
as careful surgical, medical and nurs-
ing care as the Belgian whom he
came to murder, for this most wnjust
war was deliberately planned for
conquest and extermination.
Whatever may be the outcome of

and honors and the humanities belong
to Belgium. When the victorious al-
lies make their triumphant entry into
Berlin (and .I believe they will) the
Belgian should have the line, and roy-
al restitution should be made for his
sacrifice, in memory of Liege, Ma-
lines and Louvain. All honor to little
Belgium.

ADMITS A CRISS
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Is' ‘Life or ‘Death
Now,

[By Special Wire to the Courier]

PARIS, Oct. 24~The crrre-
spondent in Bellegard, France, of
the Echo De Paris, has sent the
following despatch to his paper:

“Major Moraith, in an article in
the Berlin Tageblatt, asserts that
the largest battle of the war is be-
ing fought between Lille and
Dunkirk. He says it is a combat
of 1lfie and death, and that on its
issue depends the fate of the op-
erations in France. On the con-
trary General Blume, writing for
the Berlin Lokal Anzeiger, says
he does not expect a rapid solu-
tion, believing that the battle in
France will finish only when the

Red Cross is doing a noble work of|.
rescue and mercy. Refuges are careful- |
ly treated, clothed and housed. Many|

yne, who -so ably  represented- the |

this monstrous holocaust, the justice|

Writer in ‘Berlin Paper Says It

But There is Some
Impatience Over
Struggle of Days
Duration.

]

IBy Special Wire to the Courier]

PARIS, Oct. 24.~Both the al-
lies and the Germans were pre-
pared to resume to-day on the
Plains of Flanders the terrific -
struggle which has been going on
there for days past. attens
tion continued to be fixed on the
left wing and other points of the
long battle line in France received
secondary consideration for the
time being., The public, as usual,
studied the war office statement
with the greatest care, and al-
though they are impatient for a
conclusion, the people apparently
are as confident as ever.

Independent of the contest in
the north, actions in other sec-
tions serve to strengthen the po-
sitions of the opposing sides.
Some of these while appearing se-
parate, are in reality. combined,
such as that between the froftier
of the east and that of the Arg-
onnes. This has for its purpose
the control of the vicinity of ‘Ver:
dun and the formation there of a
base for an offensive movement.
The arrival of a French force at
Brabant-Sur-Meuse, near Cornse-
voye, at the heights of Montfau-
con, where the crown prince is
entrenched, is a new element ad-
ded to the chain of the allies
strength in this district.:

The French aviators continue to
give proof of great courage, at
the same time adding considerably
to the list of German dead. One
bomb thrown during the assembly
of cavalry, ‘killed thirty of the
enemy, In another case two
bombs caused eight deaths and in-
jured twenty-two other persons.
Similar incidents are almost a
daily occurrence, and in one in-+
stance the staff of a German di-
vision was .so annoyed by aerial
flights of the enemy, that it was
compelled to' change its head-
quarters. ’
. The Germans, in opposing these
attacks, have installed on auto-
mobiles, or simply on two wheels,
a specjal cannon from which they
fire vertically “at "aeroplanes. At
each locality which the Germans
occupy, a regular squad watches
the' horrizon, At the appearance
of French machines special bells
are sounded, which signal the peo-
ple to go to their houses so as to
give the locality an impression of
being uninhabited.

GENERAL A PRISONER
PARIS, Oct. 24—The Reo De Paris
reports that. General Von Friese, the
commander of the Twgnty-fifth bri-
gade of German artillery, who was
captured by Moroccans during the
fighting some time ago, has arrived at
Marseilles with other German pris-
oners. When captured recently and
brought to Paris, General Von Friese
attempted to commit suicide by stah-
bing himself in the stomach. He has
apparently recovered from the injuries
he then inflicted.

Since the outbreak of the war 5,000

forces of one side or the other
are exhausted.”

oxen are reported to have been killed
in Budapest.
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The same old pair are making the
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October 26, at the Grard Opera House, They never fail to cause an up-
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ir annual visit to- Brantford, Monday,
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In all Other Positions
Right Wing Progress Has

[By Special Wire tv the Courier]

T

Mihiel and 2 large part, o I <o man g
ngm It is most im | his personal
3 French recap : 1
pasiﬂ%}, Ifwi!lti;ﬁ” m into
K severe fighting to do it.”
LONDON, Oct 24—The Times WAS MOST VIOLENT
to-day prints a long despatch in LONDON, Oct. 24—A private Ber-
which its ¢orréspondent at Nancy, {lin ddc;:pats;; acco‘léiing‘ io tNhe_ corre- [}
i A i spondent of the Central News at}
F_mn”" m of October 15, (.%penl&gén, s}t,ates that - the battle
gives.a vivid e of the fight- | i, between Nieuport and Dix-
!F?fgen?l: the , right wing of the |qe is the most violent and  the
s army : '{he CPrabch officlal most impertant engagement of  the

entire war. He adds that Zeppeling
communications continually stateé [are said to have given the Germans
that the situation on the - right &

g F considerable support.
is unchanged,” he says, “they do | i
not mean that the opposing arm-

" jes are dintg time. - The Ger-
mansv have made fierce effo
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Have you seen them in' their new dress.
Handsomer. than . ever—better than ; ever:
Happy Thoughts are made in more than a
hundred styles and sizes. Equal to any re-
quirénient. Price $32.40 up to $70.00.

We also have a very complete line of
cheaper Ranger, from $13.00 to $30.00. Ask
to see them and be convinced that we can
supply any demand at The Big Store on the
Corner. ‘ —

erdm.> * v b i

- “Irr the attempt on Saint Mihiel,
the Germans were more success-
ful. - Hard fighting will be heces-
sary t6 eject them, but the Ger-
marn objective—the junction of
the army of Metz with the right
wing of the crown prince’s army
of 'i?o“m—h“ been prevented.
The French are praying for a
heavy fall of snow which would
seriously hamper the enemy’s
movements ‘'of stipplies and might
even drive them into the open,
like wolves, 8

“The guns of Verdun have
never yet beén in action and there
is'mo prospect of the fall of Ver-
dun unless the French field army
allows the Germans to get their
big guns within range.

“The whole history of this war,
however, goeés to prove the utter
uselessness of forts under presént
conditions. The best type of
fortifications seems ta consist of

: - -t
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THE LITERARY DIGEST is known throughout the United States and Canada as a
great illustrated weekly. The idea of each number is to gather up and edit the news
of the world for one week---everything printed worth reprinting. THE LITERARY
DIGEST receives every important newspaper and illustrated journal published in
Europe and its editors reproduce for its readers the news of the war as presented
in London, in Paris, in Berlin, in Vienna, in Rome, in Petrograd, in New York, in
Washington, and other news distributing centres. It reproduces maps, pictures,
documents, speeches, editorials---everything important about the war from all points of
Canadians will find in THE LITERARY DIGEST the most satisfying war news

published in any journal in the world. Has one million readers.

view.

BUY from your NEWS-DEALER: Price 10 Cents. (published Weekly)

If for any reason your news-dealer does not carry THE LITERARY DIGEST or if
you are living distant from a city or town send to the publication office (354
FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK) the sum of $3.85 and your subscription will be
entered for one year (52 numbers). The publishers' make this guaranty: If
at the end of two months you should wish to cancel your subscription ‘a
notice to this effect will bring you by return mail the full amount paid ($3.85)

TR s,

FUNK & WAGNALLS COMPANY  (Publishers of the Famous NEW
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am of Brant ave i
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be erected at a

. Dr. Barber in attending to the
cigners of the city who required

ages against JW”i g‘{;cll’x 1 .

ins # Black, also of On|
ondaga. She a *.shn’dur and libe
and the act il be heard at thy
Spring court.” * o
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of Mt. and

last’ evening, . Gral

been a very valuable mem

chair, leaves' for Chicago, in a
days, to reside, there permanently
The present was a beautifully hani
painted china dresser set, the work,of
Miss ‘Edith Simpson, Mt. Darwen|
made the- présentation; assisted b
Mabel Limburg. A graceful acknow:
ledgement was made by the recipien

FOR THE BELGIANS., ;

The ladies of the House Committeée|
of the Children’s. Shelter. and. their
numerous friends, who haye. recently|
done such excellent work in making
outfits for Brantford _soldiers have.
launched a new effort for the relief. of|
Belgian refugees. . At an enthusiastic|
meeting yesterday it was decided fo
hold a pound party. on Wednesday|
next at the Shelter. Everyone will;
asked to bring a pound o something

or other; tea; sugar, rice or seven|
clothing. This.awill be shipped thé
following day" g wil-ﬁ s me@i

from dther-Canadian cities,
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