
ORDERS le CONCIL.

The Province of British Columbia.

ernment may deem advisable in furtherance of the construction of the said rail-
way, a similar extent of public lands along the line of railway throughout its
entire length in British Columbia, not to exceed, however, twenty (20) miles on
each side of said line, as may be appropriated for the same purpose by the Do-
minion Government from the public lands in the North-West Territories and the
Province of Manitoba. Provided that the quantity of land which may be held
under pra-emption right or by Crown grant within the limits of the tract of
land in British Columbia to be so conveyed to the Dominion Government, shall
be made good to the Dominion from contiguous lands, and provided further, that
until the commencement, within two years as aforesaid from the date of the
Union, of the construction of the said railway, the Govérnment of British Columbia
shall not sell or alienate any further portion of the public lands of British
Columbia, in any other way than under right of pre-emption, requiring actual
residence of the pre-emptor on the land claimed by him. In consideration of the
land to be so conveyed in aid of the construction of the said railway, the Domin-
ion Government agree to pay to British Columbia, from the date of the Union,
the sum of 100,000 dollors per annum, in half-yearly payments in advance.

12. The Dominion Government shall guarantee the interest for ten years
from the date of the completion of the works at the rate of five per centum per
annum on such sum, not exceeding £100,000 sterling, as may be required for the
construction of a first-class graving dock at Esquimalt.

13. The charge of the Indians and the trusteeship and management of the
lands reserved for their use and benefit, shall be assumed by the Dominion Gov-
vernment, and a policy as liberal as that hitheito pursued by the British
Colunbia Government, shall be continued by the Dominion Government after the
Union. To carry out such policy, tracts ofland of such extent as it has hitherto
been the practice of the British Columbia Government to appropriate for that
purpose, shall from time to time be conveyed by the Local Government to the
Dominion Government in trust for the use and benefit of the Indians, on appli-
cation of the Dominion Government, and in case of disagreement between the
two Governments respecting the quantity of such tracts of land to be so granted,
the matter shall be referred for the decision of the Secretary of State for the
Colonies.

14. The constitution of the Executive authority and of the Legislature of British
Columbia, shall, subject to the provisions of "The British North America Act,
1867," continue as existing at the time of the Union until altered under the
authority of the said Act, it being at the same time understood that the Govern-
ment of the Dominion will readily consent to the introduction of responsible gov-
ernmen t when desired by the inhabitants of British Columbia, and it being like-
wise understood that it is the intention of the Governor of British Columbia
under the authority of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to amend the
existing Constitution of the Legislature by providing that a majority of its mem-
bers shal be elective.

The Union shall take effect, according to the foregoing terms and conditions
on such day as Her Majesty, by and with the advice of her most Honorable Privy
Council may appoint (on addresses from the Legislature of the colony of British

Columbia


