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THE ONTARIO REPORT

The twenty-first Annual Report of the Ontario Bur-
eau of Mines, 1911, dated 1912, has just been received.
The most final compliment that can be paid to this
publication is that it is better than those that have been
published before.

The Statistical Review by Mr. Thos. W. Gibson, Dep-
uty Minister of Mines, covers the main facts of mineral
production in the Province. It is noteworthy that at
present 70 per cent. of all the mineral output falls -
under the category metalliferous. The total value of
the mineral output is placed at $41,976,797. This im-
plies an inerease of 87 per cent. during six years. DBut
while both classes of products were almost on a parity
five years ago, now the metalliferous produets out-
value the non-metalliferous by much more than two to
one.

Here we may quote Mr. Gibson’s own words: ‘“ While
‘“the past year was not one of sensational discoveries
““or the opening up of new and important mineral
““fields, it was one of steady progress and active pro-
“duction. The silver mines of Cobalt touched high-
“water mark, the nickel-copper deposits of Sudbury
““were but little behind their output of 1910 (the largest
‘‘yet), the natural gas fields yielded nearly 50 per cent.
“more than last year, the blast furnaces turned out
““more pig iron, the brick and tile yards more brick
‘“and ftile, the quarries more stone, and the long list of
“‘lesser industries, concerned in the production of other
““materials were, in general, more busily engaged. At
‘‘least one promising mineral area has been revealed
“by the untiring prospector—that at West Shining
“Tree Lake . . . For the first time in the Province
“lalso] mercury was recognized Tungsten
““[also] was discovered in the form of scheelite by Mr.
“Al G. Burrows.”’

Ontario has a tremendous lead on all the other Pro-
vinees. In 1911 its mineral production was valued at
$41,976,797. For 1912, the figure, according to the best
authorities, will be about $45,000,000; which is prac-
tically 40 per cent. of the whole Dominion’s output. It

_is in accord with the direction of modern progress that

Ontario is adding to the staff of its Bureau of Mines.
That Bureau has already distinguished servants. Its
aim appears to be in the right and proper direction. The
only possibly fair eriticism is that it needs more mining
officials. '

The Annual Report includes several reports of ut-
most interest. Two have appeared in these columns.
The list covers pretty well the whole of Ontario. Swas-
tika is written up. The Lake of the Woods, Manitou
and Dryden, Cripple Creek, and West Shining Tree are



