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try, where the hares are 
t An "inclosed”meet* 
tii" h ires are, some time 

i Mg, driven into a pad* 
f it ir.e inclosed field in 
■ n-* a « run. It is at 
at the trials of "saplings' 

•■Iwa.veoryotuig dog» are always made in order 
.tl* l g* may int he overtaxed in thethat the

open country
The or;gui of tics «port l* uncertain ; bat 

ickro® that » > early as 150 A.L>.. Arrian 
rote a treatise on coitr-iug. Besides 
tbmutiioritv we l ave proofs of its anti' 
ijnity from the r-ii-vm which have been 
found in tlie excavation* at Pompeii Sod 
in Egypt. In many of these n mall la re- 
pr Itnl hi'1'1 l;g a I'race of dogs in leaah 
in precisely the ,mns manlier as they are 
jew held’hy ti e slipper" at coursing 
Hefting*. Ftcm time tin memorial private 
foun ng bus lam a favorite amuaement in 
England, but it was not until the
lime of Charles I that the first
Miches were decided in public. Since 
then public C'i.rsmg ha* l>ecome more gen­
eral, on 1 In 1 s'.'n tlie first coursing olnh 
(the A Hear and Kidgewav) was established 
"u the grmimls where the now famous 
Water!.>. nip is ant laily tun off. So the 
•pert develi.jMsl until isafl, when the 
Waterlooenp was limit “irated as the conns- 
i'g I'-rl v, ami, although much larger 
«like* lime sin e lieeu established, this 
tup «tun.:* pro eminently the prise of the 
ciunsiag »p.ittourn, and the dog that wins 
it i- liesorvediy pointed to as the best dog 
of the season.

The c timing season opens In September
•itiir; at li ivdoek Park in England, or 
pictnrrsijn.» Mmmi* i’ark in the county of
l,,wn' lifiand. Both of these are ineloeed 

ire-ting», and at them a number of "asp*
'* (A sappling la apUog" tisi'.snr- run off. -

g eV'unnd that has lieen whelped after 
J.tiuary 1 i f tne year in which he is tried.) 
Ih-8'anon continues until the end of the 
following April, being somewhat inter- 
mpted if ttie w inter frosts are too severe. 
Generally in midwinter coursing is almost 
M a statiust ill, except on some of the south- 
irnclubgro'inds. A slight frost, however, to 
a great desideratum during or immediately 
■« ore a meeting, fut it hardens the ground 
•ml the burse* are always in better running 
condition at such times.

The mode of procetinre is as followst On 
the evening liefure the meeting opens, «din- 
>*rii given m Utver|HHil, at which hundreds 
"f the ini n famous coursing men In tba 

idled Kingdom nVend. After the dinner 
th« "draw"—that is, the names of 

'** y d'trs entered for the cup, are placed 
'!' * ““t 1111,1 drawn ope by one. The first 

r;l»n tuna against t.ie second, the third 
«luat tbe fourth and so on until the 
1 riiw to completed. The "Kraokt"

after a few 
draw, the c 
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the names of the first
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■or against the two doge at
HiNirt odds means the betting upon 

individual course of those two dogs An­
other rap, from the chair ; the books on 
this course ore closed, and again there Is 
silent, and again the uproar re begins 
The chairman has invited beta on the next 
couple of grey hound», and ao it proceeds 

itll the card kcalled off. The excitement 
become» more Intense, for the bettimr at 

long odds” has begun. This means Wring 
»<lds against the chance of any one dog 
"running out" the entire rix courses and 
winning the cap. At long odd* it frequently* 
happens that as ranch as 100 or even 200 
to 1 is offered ; but in the case of • favorite 
the betting often lies as close as 8 or 5 to 
L So it goes on until the 04 dogs are dis 
■ of, anti then >ve*yone seeks hie bed 
I order that he may "be op with the 

lark " to reach the fanons Al tear meadows 
In time for the first coarse.

And now ws are oa the battle ground. As 
a mis there are a sncceasion of sharp fro 
at this season, end tbs marshy ground 
crackles under our feet as we make our way 
t.n urds where the greyhounds are waiting, 
wit n their trainers, for the beginning of the 
■I-orl Close by are the judge—who is she 
onlv one on horaebnok—the slip steward 
sn<{ the slipper—the office of the latter be­
ing to slip the braes of doge from the 
>*»h when a strong hare is driven by him. 
The belting that began in Liverpool la 
""iitinued here on the field itaelf. and the 

, babel of nearly 100,000 voices of those who 
I have come to eee the greet cap run is only 
eclipsed by the "beaten”—tne men who 

I ore beating in the brakes and tufts of 
marsh grass—as they drive the bane 
towards where the slipper, slip-steward 
and judge are standing, the former hold­
ing the first 
pacta», ay.

It is a gay scene and *n inspiring 
Thousands of wreaths of blue smoke curl 
and swirl skyward from the cigars and 
pipes of the dark maae of spectators, who 
tine the side of » dyke or bank in as or 
derly and soldierlike fashion as if they had 
been drilled. Everybody is warmly clad, 
and among them can be seen the bright 
bead dresses end rosy cheeks of many 
a thousand fair lovers of the leash—some 
of tlioee sport-loving ladies having traveled 
hundreds of miles to cheer the prowess of 
a favorite hound, or sympathise with him 
in hledefeetThe ham of the voieea, the yielding of 
the doge, the shouting of the beaters end 
the betting men—oil of these sounds seem 
to cesse suddenly. The slip steward has 
rals*4 a white flag signaling to the beaters 
that a bare te coming. In another moment 
end everybody is watching in the direction 
of the slipper, for a hare cornea bounding 
along at fall speed. Seeing the crowd in 
front the timid little creature tarns from it 

I and rushes wlhlly past the slipper. Now 
I e thonaaad hearts are beating with rap 

pressed excitement;* the slipper has shown 
the brace of dogs the bore, and the grace­
ful animals strain every nerve and muscle 
in their endeavor to escape from the leash 
and hunt their natural quarry. ' There is a
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and hunt their natural quarry. sudden shout "They are off I" Tea, end off 
with a vengeance, too. The slipper haeglr- 

the hare about 80 yards—or .perhaps 40 
—start, he pulls the string and like arrows 
frow a bow the hounds seem to fly rather 
than gallop after the hare—ee smeoht and 

raeefol are their movements. And now 
, he frantic yelling of the betting men rises 
I above the suppressed murmuring of the

•r«7 «7*. *•

^wn d<>8 draws ont; he is i 
ths ahead-his long toil atri 

__ ^ J*k# * P*nn*nt inthe breeze, 
now they are getting closer and 
the game little "pussy" and the* 
of the onlookers grows more ink» 
hwa seems to be about to makes.
JttU» when—presto Î—the cunninc
hare tarns sharply to the left aud the 1____
dog takes the lead. Again the hare turns 

nJfT,°r of the bUek-rad now * 
racing points are equalized. Sudds 
pu»»y make* a desperate spring. 8he 
lumped across a drain, and the two dogs 

lt\Undto8 °Pon the other rid* 
at the same instant, so great was the im- 
petna of the fawn’s rush. The hare turns 
•gain —slightly favoring the black. 
This dog is now one point ahead 
-bat by the accident of fa­

vor. Suddenly there is an approving 
4hont from the spectators; the fawn baa 
mad* a desperate drive and overtakes and 
psmes hia opponent (this is called a "go 5 

. 07 end «corse a point* It it a glorious 
coarse and a "bang up” hare. But that 'f 
fawn dog is full of Are and speed and intel­
ligence ; he determines to end the battle at 
one» and makes a terrific drive to kill.
He only."flecks” (bites a tuft of hair); 
there is a short, painful scream from Miss 
Pussy, who turns almost at an seats angle 
to escape her hunters, bat at that instant 
the black dog "rune Into her" and effects 
the kill

Each dog ween a silken collar of red or 
white—according to hie position on the 
card. In this case the fawn wore the red, 
and the judge, who has galloped beside the 
dogs to watch every point of the coarse, 
now takes a red handkerchief from his 

fket and waves it on the breese—which 
denotes that the fawn dog has won. Some 
uninitiated reader will probably ask ; * ‘How 
oan the fawn dog have won when theblsekE 
dog killed the barer 

It is because the former greyhound "nut 
up" more pointa, and therefore showed 
greater speed and skill. In the course we 
have just described the actual killing of 
the hare counts but one point Often- 
tiox-e, after a long "grueling" course the 
points of both doge are equal, and in this 
case the judge signals "no course" by tak­
ing off hia cap. In this event the course 
Is run again after the next ooople on the 
card have finished their match. And so 
it goes on until the 88 trials are finished. 
Then the dog who won the first course ie 
put on the leash with the winner of the 
second, the third winner against the 
fourth, and so on until only two doge are 
left, when the "final” is run off. This 
meeting occupies three days of exhilarat­
ing, exciting sport, and it is not an ex­
aggeration to state that more money changes 
hands at Altear than at the famous Derby 
or any other hone race meeting in England.

And now it will be interesting to learn 
something of the beautiful dogs that are 
used ln this sport. They are, at a rule 
rather delicate, but they are so wril eared 
for by their owners and trainers that 
they are eoabled to undergo a rtrj great 
apount of hard running and fatigue.
Macing greyhounds sn fed once every day 
—about 8 p.m.—and mutton broth, toast, 
vegetables and similar foods ere given 
them the dietary being varied from time to 
time according to the condition of the dog. 
For instance, when training for «meeting 

‘ ■ •*-- "-sir dog* port wine

own

For instance, wum> _m
some trainers give their dogs port ' 
and eheepeh'-ad stew with bieonite end
etables; bat each trainer has hie___
method, so that It would be impossible to 
enumerate all the menus here. The dogs 
are taken for a long walk every day—if 
possible along a hard road, in order to 

| harden the pads of their torn, and are fre- 
1 qn-nthr allowed to 'Vchool" or romp to an 
•ticlosed flel l or law»,


