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Religions Iihiscellany.
The New Jerusalem.

BY HORATIUS BONAR.

Bathed in unfallen sunlight,
Itself a sun-born gem,
Fair gleams the glorious eity,
The New Jerusalem !
City fairest,
Splendor rarest
Let me gaze on thee !

Calm in her queenly glory,
She sits, all joy and light—
Pure in her bridal beauty, .
Her raiment festal white !
Home of gladness,
Free from sadness,
Let me dwell in thee!

Shading her golden pavement,
* The tree of life is seen, ’
Its fruit-rich branches waving,
Celestial evergreen.
Tree of wonder,
Let me under
Thee forever rest !

Fresh from the throne of Godhead,
Bright in its crystal gleam,
Bursts out the living fountain,
Swells on the living stream.
Blessed river,
Let me ever
Feast my eye on thee!

Stream of true life and gladness,
Spring of all health and peace ;
No harps by thee hang silent,
Nor happy voices cease,
Tranquil river,
Let me ever
Sit and sing by thee !

River of God, I greet thee,
_Not now afar, but near;
My soul to thy still waters
Hastes in its thirstings here.
Holy river,
Let me ever
Drink of only thee

R —

Public Prayers

We give from the “ Homilist ” (English copy
Vol. IL.) the following article, omitting for want
of space, the introduction.

L. THAT THE PRAYER MUST BE COMPREHEN-
sIvE.—Blessings of all kinds, temporal and spir-
itual, and for persons in various conditions, must
obviously be sought. Forgiveness of sin, depre-
cation of wrath, pleading for mercy, seeking the
renewing, sanctifying, and preserving grace of
God, with all those spiritual comforts and joys
which the Holy Ghost supplieth. So- also there
must be prayers offered for the conversion of the
sinner, the arousing of the formalist, the recla-
mation of the backslider, and quickening of the
supine. Public prayer must also be presented
for all ranks and conditions of men. For kings
and civil magistrates; for all persons bearing
rule and having authority ; for those distinguish-
ed by rank, or station, or influence. Then the
poor, the destitute and the afllicted, must not be
forgotten ; neither the orphan, or fatherless, or
the widow. »éhzr prayers must be offered for all
in peril or suffering ; for all the afflicted and
bereaved ; for all captives and prisoners ; and for
all who are sorrowful and desolate.

Prayers must include our respective churches,
with their officers, and our fellow-labourers in
the Sabbath school, or in other departments of
Christian activity. So, also, we must plead for
the peace and prosperity of the Universal Church
of Chrigt ; and especially for missionaries laboring
in spheres of imminent trial and peril. So, too,
our prayers must not exclude our country and
all its momentous interests; and finally, they
must embrace the whole world and all men.
Here there is a wide range, a comprehensive se-
ries of persons and blessings to be prayed for.
Also, in public worship :—

IL THAT THE PRAYER MUST POSSESS VARI-
OUS PECULIAR CHARACTERISTICS.—God must
be reverently adored and venerated. His glory
mustbe proclaimed ; His wondrous works and
ways celebrated ; His boundless goodness and
mercy acknowledged. How important, too, that
not only deserved wrath should be deprecated,
but His long-suffering and forbearance acknow-

_ ledged ;—and lofty praise and hearty thanksgiv-

ing should be associated with the whole. Such
prayers should be profoundly reverent, exhibit-
ing no presumptous familiarity, and using no
light or unscemly terms. The manner and tone
of voice, too, must be in harmony with the un-
worthiness the holiest must feel when in the pres-
ence of the Majesty of heaven and earth. Yet
this need not interfere with spiritual confidence,
and a strong faith and hope resting on the divine
promises. How needful too :—

IIL THAT IN OUR PRAYERS WE KVER ASCEND
10 GoD THROUGH THE MEDIATORSHIP OF JE-
sts —And it cannot be enough just cursorily to
express this at the end ; it must be felt through-
out : the whole prayer should go up to God, step
by step, through Him who is the spiritual * lad-
der between heaven and earth,” and the only way
to the Fathey. His person, His work, His office,
His merit, rust give holy fragrance and spiri-
tual power to every desire presented. Yes! Je-
sus, the one Meditor, must be as * the scarlet

- thread ” running through all our devotional ex-
8. £

Also:—
IV. THAT THE SPIR(T'S AID MUST BE IM-
PLORED AND EXPECTED, TO ENABLE US TO PRAY

ereises.

WITH ACCEPTANCE.—He must excite desire, in-
flame our earnestness, stir up the gift of - prayer
within us, and the soul into enlarged supplica-
tion and intercession. We too, must give the
filial love, the abased mind and the longing heart.
He must give us holy light, that our prayers may
ot be confused and dark; He must give life,
that our oflerings may not be dead and offensive ;
He must give us power, that our supplications
may be efiective; and He must give skill, that
¥e may plead and present the reasons to God,
'.hlch His word has so richly provided ; He must
L“';“I\:‘:ucmlyﬁw, that our corruptions may
iquity in o:.“k.y.' and that we may not regard in-
) arts ; He must be in us also as

our advocate, ang the hel £ infirmit

V. THAT Tug WORD upﬂ,o e

US WITH THE CH1gy n;:’("’ SROTLE SeveLY
~—Here is a rich and “M“AL” btk - g
Store ; here are the

words of the Holy Ghost ; the forms of addre;l

5 i
1

|

mons, {-hope you will have one of the expository

him, was on finding him busily engaged i:di;-

%cept the office of instructing the individual, Mr.

which have prevailed with God in by-gone K""'? sort. I have just finished the Hebrews in a se-_tributing them. So for some months he con- | Spurgeon, of course, seeing to the remuneration.

| erations. From this seriptural arsenal our devo-
{tional armor may be amply supplied. Here we
| see how Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Job and Sam-
| uel prayed ; how the holy psalmist presented his
| petitions and requests to God ; how Daniel and
| Nehemiah and the prophets addressed the throne
of mercy ; how our divine and blessed Saviour
prayed, and how He has taught us also to pray.
Here we have the prayers of apostles and saints
i in the kingdom of Christ. So that, if needful, we
| might use wholly the words of Secripture in our
| public prayers. Well, not less than all this should
| characterize our public devotional services.
Do you object to the length of prayers con-
| structed on this model? I reply, that all this
| may be comprised in fifteen minutes, or even
less, if the leader of the devotions is not verbose
and repetitions. If he has the gift of senten-
tiousness, avaiding a pompous style or mere
wordiness of expression. I admit that it may
require thought and care, and the formation of
a succinet style ; but can we bestow attention on
anything more important than glorifying God
and edifying our fellow men? But how often is
the devotional part of worship unedifying and
profitless. Sometimes :—(1) Through its wan-
dering unconnectedness. No umon of thought,
no consecutiveness of aim, no natural cohesion
of idea or sentiment. Some prayers are like
a vague medley or fantastic patchwork, where
you have every form and color, without harmo-
nious adjustment. Prayers are often unedify-
ing :—(2) Through their sterility. There is lit-
tle water in the well, and therefore the utmost
labour is required to produce even a muderate
supply. The heart must have the desires with-
in, or the mouth cannot give them expression :
—(3) Through their wordiness. A mere heap
of unnecessary terms and phrases, with a few
ideas or distinet aspirations. How wearisome
this to the intelligent worshipper. How poor
a service to present to the only wise God : —
(4) Through their limitedness. The prayers of
some are nearly all doctrinal forms of speech:
of others experimental realizations : whilst others
move in the most contracted circle, leaving out
nearly everything that ought to be specially in-
cluded. In four services during the last summer,
I worshiped in congregations where no prayer was
offered for the queen, the magistracy, the church,
the nation, or' the world in general; where
no petition was presented for the ministry, for
the sick or for the dying. Some prayers do not
edify :~(5) Because they are homilies or fragments
of sermons, and not specifically devotional. How
absurd to give a small outline of doctrines in
prayers, or portions of didactic teaching or theo-
logical illustrations, or mere poetic embellish-
ments. Many are worse even than this, for some
persons do all their scolding to their fellow men
when they are professedly addressing God.
Others are profitless because they are:—(6) So
cold and formal. No *thoughts that breathe,
or words that burn.” No, the fire seems to be
dyimg out on the altar ; the spirit of devotion is
either gone or departing. All is frigid, icy,
therefore chilling and soul-fréezing. Prayers
may be unedifying:—(7) By their prettiness.
The offering of solemn prayer is laid aside, and
a sort of devotional bcuquet collected and fan-
tastically tied together, and in the self-sufficiency
of human vanity laid on the altar of God. How
absurd to suppese God can be pleased by such
attempts at what are no,better than childish fol-
lies. But prayers may offend :—(8) By their
self-elation or boasting. W here there is the ab-
sence of deep abasement, the want of self-immo-
lation ; and where the avowed suppliant. exhibits
himself, his learning, his rhetoric, or his high-
sounding phrases—wbich are no better than
“ sounding brass or tinkling cymbals.” Better
than pray thus, more edifying would it be to
the people to read in a devout manner portions
of the litany, or some of the short and expressive
collects to be found in the Book of Common
Prayer. Men who have to lead the devotional
service, are bound to seek divine qualification
for their office and work ; to seek both the gift
and grace of prayer; to make suitable prepara-
tion, if they cannot depend on their extempora-
neous powers. Poor as much of the preaching
in some of the pulpits may be, I am satisfied
the praying is poorer still ; and I do not wonder
| that men of devotional minds should rather pre-
{ fer the long and repetitious, and every Sabbath
reiterated prayers of the Church of England,
than have the miserable fare dissenting chapels
{ often supply. And there can be no well-grounded
| reason for omitting the Lord’s prayer altogether,
| as is very often the case. Afier some years of
| deep reflection, I believe that a more spiritual
devotional service is one of the greatest wants
| in our public worship, and a want that we should
|cnmeall_\' labar to supply. To be clear, full,
comprehensive, earnest and powerful in public
| prayer, and to obtain a manner which will evince
| reverence and deep humility, are among the
i things immediately connected with our ministe-
{ rial usefulness and the edification of the body of
| Christ. No doubt a due regard to the exercises
|of the closet, with'a regular attendance at the
| family altar, will be great helps ; but we should
| both study and pray, labour and ask of God that
| the spirit of prayer may copiously rest upon us.
| How needful the request—* Lord teach us how
{to pray.” Warm our hearts. Stir up thy good
|gift of prayer within us, and give us the pow-
er, that ours may be the effectual utterances that
avail much. —/. Burns, D. D.

Good Advice on Preaching.

That excellent man and famous preacher, the
Rev. J. W. Alexander, once wrote to a young
friend and relative who had just entered the min-
istry:

« Let me, as somewhat your senior, most earn-
estly exhort you to acquire and maintain, not
merely an interest, but an enthusiasm in your
prufen.sion. It is the lack of this which causes
s0 many ministers to turn aside with the chief
energies of their minds to collateral pursuits,
and others, who avoid this fault, to arrive very
speedily at the mazimum of their ministerial
stature, The fotus in illis is nowhere more im-
portant ; and I sometimes fancy it not character-
istie of our young preachers. Especially would
I urge upon you the cultivation of a temper,
which shall make you every day in the week re-
gard your discourses as the chief affair of life.—
All great preachers have done so. This will
make your sermon the genuine efflux of inter-
ested feeling. Among your. three weekly ser-

ries of sixty-two lectures, No exercise has ever

:gi\'enmemon pleasure, and none has been more
| tolerated by my hearers. I have studied the
passage exegetically, but have taken no notes
with me.

“ While I am giad that you wrifc one sermon
a week, I am not so clear that. you ought to read
it. ¢ Haud inexpertus loguor.’ 1 practice read-
ing, once in three times, from long habit ; but if
I was to do the thing over again, and were at
your age, I would never take a line of manu- |
seript into the pulpit. Pardon me when I add,
that you will find advantage in treating all the |
yreal;minaunoonuduonnupo.ibh.—{

has led many, including myself, to pass oy those
topics which are frequently discussed. For the
same reason I would prefer the trite texts ; from
the necessity of the case they must be the most
important ones. I made a special examination
of hundreds of texts, in order, preached by Wes-
ley, Whitefield, and Robert Hall, and found that,
with few exceptions, they were all of the most
hackneyed sort. It is a great saving of time,
and tends to method and good preaching, to
read a little theology every week on subjects to
be used in sermons. My poor experience goes
to this point, that the best sermons are pondered
long, and then written as fast as possible.

* Above all, my dear friend, seek to preach
sermons which flow out naturally from a full
heart. Nothing so fills the mind with material
as a depth of present experience. Viewing the
subject in a purely rhetorical light, I believe half
an hour of prayer is better than a day of study.
The very glow sets the thoughts moving. Hence
it is good to pray over a discourse to God before
one preaches it to the people. Visiting every
week among truly pious parishioners, is very
suggestive of preaching matter. McCheyne used
to go to sick and dying persons on Saturday
evenings to get his feelings adjusted. I recom-
mend to you to finish all preparations by Friday
night. One day’s rest is marvelously productive
of spring on the Sabbath ?”

————— . .t

What 2 Sermon should be.
It should be brief ; if lengthy, it will steep
Our hearts in apathy, our eyes in sleep :
The dull will yawn, the chapel-lounger doze,
Attention flag, and memory’s portal close.

It should be warm : a living altar coal,

To melt the icy heart and charm the soul ;
A sapless, dull harangue, however read,
Will never rouse the soul or raise the dead.

It should be simple, practical, and clear ;
No fine-spun theory to please the ear ;
No curious lay to tickle letter’d pride,
And leave the poor and plain unedified.

It should be tender and affectionate,

As his warm theme who wept lost Salem’s fate
The fiery laws, with words of love allay’d,
Will sweetly warm and awfuily persuade

It should be manly, just, and rational,

Wisely conceived, and well express'd withal ;
Not stuff’d with silly notions, apt to stain .
A sacred desk, and show a muddy brain.

It should possess a well-adapted grace,

To situatior;, audience, time, and place :

A sermon-form'd for scholars, statesmen, lords,
With peasants and mechanics ill accords.

It should with evangelic beauties bloom,
Like Paul’s at Corinth, Athens, or at Rome ;
While some Epictetus or Sterne esteem,
A gracious Saviour is the gospel theme.

It should be mix'd with many an ardent prayer,
To reach the heart, and fix and fasten there ;
When God and man are mutually address’d,
God grants a blessing, man is truly bless'd.

It should be closely, well applied at last,

To make the moral nail securely fast ;

*Thou art the man,” and thou alone wilt make
A Felix tremble and a David quake.

Religions Intelligence.
‘ Working Men’s Chri:tian Union.

9 ST. JOHN'S SQUARE, CLERKENWELL, LONDON.

About a year ago, seven working men met by
appointment to consider the condition of affairs
relating to the Union. It was deeply in debt,
and very low in public estimation. Some Chris-
tian gentiemen were applied to, and their liberal
response at once freed the new committee from
responsibility on of the past. The room
was then opened for Revival meetings and lec-
tures, under its. present name. This committee
of seven resolved themselves at the commence-
ment of the spring of this year into a Working
Men’s Open-air Mission, for the preaching of the
Gospel and the distribution of tracts, in the open-
air, on Sundays and week-evenings. They have
carried out their plan in Clerkenwell and the
vicinity and the success they have met with has
been most gratifying. No one Sunday has yet
(Nov. 21) passed, since the early spring, without
open-air services, and every Sunday has com-
menced and concluded with a meeting for prayer,
in the morning at the residence of one of the
seven, in the evening at Union Hall, which was,
and still is, always crowded. The Lord has been
pleased to bless the use of these means to the
conversion of many souls. One of the seven
was invited to preach last winter in the Maryle-
bone Theater. Before he went, he asked the
prayers of his brethren, and through that visit
the first lamplighter was converted, and the
Lord’s work among the lamplighters commenced,
which has since often occupied the attention of
readers of the Revival. The same brother, while
preaching at the City-road, was made useful to
the couversion of a.young man, who, having
found peace himself, straightway brought his
brother to seek the same blessing. The lad
came, listened, was brought to a knowledge of
the truth, most assuredly received the word in
the love of it, and very soon he also found peace
in believing. No sooner converted himself than
he set to work for others, and friend after friend
was brought, by strong personal intreaty, under
the influence of the truth, and more than one
have reason to bless the intreaty to which they
then yielded. With the first half-crown he could
save, our young friend procured a thousand small

By this I mean to oppose a disposition which | ther and sister have found

tinued, always busy and héppy, until he took
cold, burst a blood-vessel, and was called home.
When the attack came on he was found kneeling
by his bedside, but as soon as he could speak he
said 10 his mother, who found him with the blood
pouring from his face, “ Blessed is that servant
whom the Lord when he cometh shall find
watching.” A few days and he was taken away
from the evil to come, going to‘be with that Sa-
viour whom he truly served and loved. Heartily
aod humbly do we thank God for the triumphant
testimony he gave before he passed from us, of
the truth and reality of the religion he professed.
We have good reason also to. 3ope that his mo-
in believi

At the same place, an old of nearly three-
score-and-ten, yet hale and strong, stopped one
Sunday evening to listen, and the Lord met him.
He became deeply affected, and his quivering lips
and tearful eyes bore striking testimony to the
distress he was suffering. The brother spoke to
him, asking, “ How long is it since you thought
of religion before this time?” He answered,
“]1 never thought about it for fifty years; but
you've driv’ it into me now. I should like any
sceptic of the endurance of Revival conversions
to look upon his peaceful face, to watch the rapt
attention with which he listens, and, above all,
to see the touching earnestness with which he
will do the least and lowest offices in endeavour-
ing to save others, and ] am persuaded that hon-
est scepticism would flee entirely away. There
came a young girl to City-road, “ she was a sin-
ner,” but had heard words that toucned her con-
science, and she resolved, if possible, to sin no
moré. Through the summer Sabbath she wan-
dered homeless and friendless, battling aguinst
the terrible ity, as it appeared to ber, to
sin again for bread, aud the evening found her
listening eagerly, with tearful eyes to the Lord’s
word. She was spoken to, taken away, handed
over to the care of the secretary of the Midnight
Mission, and very soon we heard that she had
found not only friends on earth, but One “ who
sticketh closer than a brother ” in heaven.

The aged wife of the old man of whom I have
just spoken has also come under gospel influ-
ences. They are part of our glory and’joy, and
we hope to meet them in that land where they
that turn many to righteousness shall shine as
the stars for ever and ever. -

These are particular cages; but, like man
others, they are not transient; they endure.—
There are 'scores of both old and young who
ccmmenced attending our Sunday night prayer-
meeting at the beginning of the year; they are
still in their places at its close, and a few con-
siderations will show to what the original seven
has grown. We have nowa devoted band of
sixteen male and female teschers who are man-
aging the Sunday night services for children at
St. Agnes’ Hall, Finsbury; others, who bave
charge of the Mile-stone Temperance Hall, near
the Angel, City-road, Sunday morning services ;
others attend to the Eastern Alhambia, near the
City-road toll-gate, on Sunday evenings; be-
side others who fill up our Sunday afternoon
Bible-class and evening prayer-meeting at St.
John’s square ; and yet others who help us to dis-
tribute tracts in the streets on Sundays, and to
such an extent has this last effort been carried,
that we have distributed upwards of 100,000
during the last nine months in Clerkenwell and
its vicinity alone.

Thus our numbers have been sufficient to man-
age four different halls in different localities,
without neglecting our more special objects of
social prayer and sick visitation. We have also
a Wednesday evening meeting for the alternate
study of the Bible and prayer, and on Thursday
evenings meet for enquiry, singing, and Sabbath
preparation. Our last effort has been to insti-
tute classes for the study of Scripture in the
original Hebrew and Greek, and we have several
diligent and earnest students. 1must add a word
respecting answers to prayer, With us it has
been simply true, “ Ask, and ye shall receive.”
We asked the Lord for tracts, and were always
supplied, having, as I have said, distributed up-
wards of a hundred thousand. We have asked

{ for money~as we needed it; it has always been

given. litherto, we owe no man anything.—
Many of the Lord’s dear servants, in far differ-
ent circumstances from ours, have helped us;
they shall in no wise lose their reward.” * Thine,
O Lord, is the greatness and the power.” * And
while the benefit is ours, be all the glory thine.”
In conclusion, we shall be happy to give a
hearty welcome to all who love the Lord Jesus
Christ, who may visit us or wish to work with
us ; for if we had more workers and more money,
there is yet work to be done, which we should be
glad to attempt if the means were given us to do
it. The harvest truly is plenteous, but the la-
bourers appallingly few. Finally, brethren, pray
for us, and, if possible, come over and help us.
OXE oF THE SEVEN.

« o o

Spurgeon’s College.

Spurgeon’s College (says the Britisk Standard)
is already no mean affair. It has sent forth nine-
teen young men who are all settled pastors, and,
without exception, all successful. There is not
among them one who had not doubled the con-
gregation, and some have increased it sixfold.
There are at present twerty-three young men
receiving bed, board, and tuition gratuitously.
These are full regular students, all looking fer-
ward to the ministry ; but there is a second class,
of double the number, engaged in business, who
are addicted to preaching, and who enjoy instruc-
tion to fit them for the work in the evening.
These young men are sent forth by Mr. Spur-
geon two and two after the Scriptural mode, and
they are the instruments of exceeding great good.
But there is a third and a highly important class
wiho are admitted to the benefits of the institu-
tion in large numbers ; these are Sunday-school
teachers—active, useful men, deserving of every
encouragement, and many of whom will, no
doubt, enter the ministry. The meeting of Wed-
nesday evening was one of a deeply-interesting
character. Mr. Spurgeon, having offered prayer,
gave a long general, and very interesting state-
ment concerning the rise, progress, and present
state of the College, setting forth the reasons
which led to the movement. Nothing was fur-
ther from his mind till an untutored youth came
to him expressing a desire to obtain some pre-
paration for preaching the Gospel. He succeed-
ed to interest Mr, who sent him to the

m;d&vﬂw the writer bad of

A

Rev. G. Rogers, inquiring whether he would ac-

iAftu some consiceration, Mr. Rogers agreed.

Soon after, another youth presented himself to |

M:. Spurgeon, quite an original. His intellect
seemed locked up in iron. He could hardly be
made to understand that two and two made four.
Mr. Rogers tried all methods of waking up his
intellect, but in vain. At length Mr. Spurgeon,
despairing of .success, was about to let him go ;
but Mr. Rogers begged for three more montbs,
which was granted. In the meantime, Mr. Ro-
| gers set before the young man the great facts of
the science of astronomy, and in an instant he
was arrested. His mind, as Mr. Rogers express-
ed it, seemed to burst the shell. He became a
new man. Having finished his course, he re-
-vealed great preaching power, and was settled
in a dreary district, and in an empty chapel! A
bard beginning, doubtless ; but he soon collected
a congregation of six or seven hundred people,
who har.g upon him as an oracle.

Thus matters went on, till from this small be-
gining a considerable College has been establish-
ed.

. In reference to the special services held in
London and other parts of the country to reach
that class of the population who will not come to
the regular places of worship, the London Re-
view says: “ Strange transformations distinguish
the days in which our lot is cast.. Had any one
predicted a dozen years ago that the Bishop of
London would preach in an omnibus yard ; the
Rev. Lord Wriothesley Russell in a potato, fruit,
and cabbage market ; the Bishop of Oxford at a
railway station, amid the hissing of steam and
rolling of locomotives; and last, but not least,
that every Sunday afternoon and evening minis-
ters of all denominations-——rector, vicar, curate,
Wesleyan preacher, and Independent minister—
would take up their places in succession on the
stage, and preach divine lessons to crowded ‘au-
diences, he would have been set down as a fan-
atic ora dreamer. Yet these arg the weekly
scenes and the recurring acts of a drama, earn-
est, real full of instruction, and rich in fruits.”

A midnight meeting was held in Shaftesbury
Hall, Aldersgate-street, London, on Friday
night, January 31, which was attended by more
than one hundred and thirty city unfortunates,
and, as usua), the greatest order and decorum
prevailed. The Rev. Aubrey Price, minister of
the Lock Chapely Harrowroad, nddressed the au-
dience. The promoters of this movement are
making arrangements to hold two of the meet-
ings in each month during the present year. In
the progress of this effort the whole of the me-
tropolis will be visited, in order that the major-
ity of the fallen women of London may receive
the kindly invitation to forsake vice and return
to happiness.

The Bishop of Exeter—the redoubtable Dr.
Phillpots—has given his theological library, com-
prising over a thousand volumes, and including
folio editions of the fathers, and a complete col-
lection of the Anglican divines, to form the
nucleus of a library for the archdeaconry of
Cornwall, which he is anxious to see erected in-
to a separate diocese. The library is to be locat-
ed at Truro, and to be open to both clergy and
laity. A liberal subscription has been started to
erect a suitable building.

India.
The Rev. S. Hobbs, of the English Church

India, says: Of all the interesting things I saw
and heard here I have time to mention one, and
that very briefly : it respects the late revival. 1
went to several of the villages where this influ-
ence had been felt, and saw many of the people
who had been the subjects of it. "All extraor-
dinary excitement has long since ceased, but the
solid effects remain to this day in the renewed
life of many who had been notorious evil livers,
but are now, through grace, consistent and ex-
emplary Chrisdans. I am of opinion that we
heard more about the extravagances and excite-
ment than these things deserved ; that the work
itself was of God, and does and will remain.

The Madras Christian Observer notices the an-
nual examination of the male schools of the Free
Church of Scotland. The Chief Justice presided
on the occasion, when a very large number of
visitors were present, and apparently a good
sprinkling of natives. There were 769 scholars
present out of a role of 908. The total num-
ber in attendance in the schools amounts to
1,600, and this, with 783 girls, makes a total of
2,473 of the youth of this part of India receiv-
ing & sound Christian education in connection
with the Free Church Mission.

The Madras Auxiliary Bible Society has pub-
lished versions of the Scriptures which meet the
wants of 335,315 square miles of territory, em-
bracing a population of 42,958,506 souls.

«—

+  Russia.

The London Christian World has received a
letter from a Russian lady of the highest rank,
confirming the statement that the Emperor had
been induced to encourage the translation of the
Scriptures into the Modern Russ, the vernacular
of the many millions of Russians who belong to
the Nationa! Church, and of the two or three
millions of Dissenters, such as the Molokani and
others. The translation of the entire New Tes-
tament has been finished, the publication of all
the Gospels and of the Acts of the Apostles has
been made, and many thousands have already
been put in circulation. The publication of the
Epistles and the Book of Revelation will soon
follow. A few months ago we could scarcely
hope to hear such good news from that great
empire. 'The Lord be praised for it, for, after
all, it is a part of “ his doings” who is King in
Zion, and in whose hand is the government of
the earth, with its many rulers and its nations.

— e

Tmis Lire.—This life!—what is it? The
vision of a day—the pleasure of an hour; then
gone, and gone forever! No, not gone forever
for man will live in rapture or in woe, as the re-
sult of a few years of life—a few days spent in
time. How fearful the thought! What eternal
interests hang apon life’s fleeting moments !
Joys eternal, or pangs interminable, and all de-
pending on the course we take—the way we live.

Missionary Society, writing from the south of|

| General  liscellany.

‘ The Queen’s Message.

| While the fate of the two hundred unfortunate mi-
! ners lately killed at Hartley Colliery, was still uncer-

tain, a telegram was despatched to the North from
| Usborne, enquiring by Her Majesty’s command : “ Is
| there hope : ™ The following lines, by Isa, have ap-
| peared in the Scotsman, in commemorstion of this
touching incident .—

Not to her Peers or Parliament,
Her soldiers or her lords, -

Not to the waiting nations went
Our Sovereign Lady's words :

She claimed no loyal service,
No love or honour due—

O mourning wives and mothers,
Her message is for you !

Where England’s richest harvests
Are gathered 'neath the soil,

More than two hundred men and boys
Went to their daily toil

Down in the earth’s dark chambers,
They wrought till fell the doom ;

And the pit shut its yawning mouth
Upon their living tomb.

And swiftly spread the tidings,

First told with bated breath
“ More than two hundred living souls

Down there shut up with death”

There ran a thrill of horror,
Through all above the ground,

Up to our mourning Queen, who rose
Amid her grief profound.

“ Is there hope ? " she asked—the question
They ask with pleading eye,
In palace and in cottage,
Who stand where death is nigh.
“ No!” all around the pit's mouth
The wailing women go ;
Till they who toil to rescue
Sob out the dreaded “ No!”

The message of our widowed Queen

Came to each widow there ;
“ My heart bleeds,” suffering sister,

In your grief I have a share.

O ! wher such holy healing
Did royal lips impart ?

Thy message, Sov’reign Lady, made
A nation of one heart.

- —

William Howitt on Temperance.

1 am temperate because 1 have seen and felt
the good policy of it. As a literary man, if 1
had fallen in with ordinary literary habits, I
should not have been sitting here to write about
the advantages of temperance. If I had lived
as"the majority of literary men of this age, as
“ g man about town ;” if I had lived in town,
and kept the usual late hours, and passed even-
ing after evening in hot crowded rooms, breath-
ing the deadly poison of physical effluvia, gas,
and air deprived of its ozone ; if I had sat over
the bottle at late suppers, foolishly called dinners;
and, in short, had I * jollified,” as my contem-
paries call it, I should have been gone thirty years
ago. Asitis, I have seer” numbers of literary
men, much younger than myself, dying off like
rotten shee.—some in their very early youth,
few of them becoming old..- They have acquired
great reputations ; for, if you take notice, they
who collect about the press, and jollify with one
another, and cry up one anotheras prodigies,
are thc men who become most popular ; and
* verily they have their reward.” They reap
much money, and much temporary fame ; but
at what price do they purchase it ? At the cost
of bodily as weli as mental comfort, at the cost
of life itself. For my part, seeing the victims to
“ fast life ” falling around me, I have willingly
adandoned the temporary advantages of such a
life, and preferred less popularity, less gains ;
the enjoyment of a sound mind in a sound body ;
the blessings of a quiet, domestic life, and a
more restricted but not less enjoyable circle of
society. . 1 am now fast approaching my seven-
tieth year. I can not, indeed, say that I have
reached this period, active and vigorous as I am,
without the assistance of doctors. 1 have had
the constant attendance of these four famous
ones ; Temperance, Exercise, Good Air, and
Good Hours. And now a word on work. Those
who imagine that I only wag a goose-quill, mis-
take a little. In that department indeed, I have
perhaps done as much work as any man living.
Often, in early years, I labored sixteen hours a
day. I never omit walking three or four miles
or more, in all weather. 1 work in my garden
and could tire down 4 tolerable man at that sort
of thing. During my two years travel in Aus-
tralia, when about sixty, I walked often uuder
burning sun of 120 or 130 degrees at noon, my
twenty miles a day for days and weeks together ;
worked at digging gold, in great heat, and
against young, active men, my twelve hours a
day, sometimes standing ina brook. I walked
through rivers, for neither man nor nature had
made many bridges, and let my clothes dry upon
my back ; washed my own linen, and made and
baked my own bread before I ate it ; slept occa-
sionally under the forest trees ; and through it
all was as hearty as a roach. And how did 1
manage all this not only with ease but with en-
joyment ? Simply because I avoided spirituous
liquors as I would avoid the poison of an asp.
The horrors which I saw there from the drinking
of spirits were enough to make a man of the
least sense sober. The extent to which spirit-
drinking was carried may be judged of by the
unexampled fact that one year during my stay
£900,000 was paid for duty on spirits alone,
and that for a population of only 250,000 souls !
Well, then, I think I have a claim to recommend
to my fellow workmen abstinence from beer,
spirits, and tobacco, as the great co-partner—as
the very right band co-operation. They are all
poisoners of the blood ; they are all burnt offer-
ings unto death ; they are all destroyers of the
bottom of the pocket ; and, what is worse, des-
troyers of the peace of families, the constitutions
of men, the domestic comfort and virtue of
women, the physical stamina and the very life of
childrer. They slay the morals of society, the
intellects and souls of men. As I read daily the
police reports and the proceedings of our crimi-
nal eourts, I trace the wide spread pestilence of
beer, and tobacco in almost every outrage and
misery. ®

All these inflame the passions or becloud the
intellect, they originate robbery of masters, and
robbery of all kinds. They strip their practisers
of health; clothes, morals, and sanity ; they con-

vert them into madmen and devils. They fire
the brain with frenzy, and arm the hand with
bludgeons and knives against their own wives
and children. Tl great bulk of the crimes and
calagu 4 Iow from the tap and the
spigot. Dut this iudulgcice—Surely the most
marvelous of infatuations !—an absurd appetite
“ get on fire of hell,” the people encourage the
Government to plunder them most cruelly, in
the shape of excise duties. To furnish the Go-
vernmeut with this duty, our working millions
abandon every duty of their own. They set up
over themselves a most terrible tyranny. They
keep open gin shops at every corner, even on

| Sunday evenings, when book shops and simple

refreshment rooms are not allowed to be open.

| = Manchester Eng. News.

The Overiand Route to Fraser

| .
1 River.

Mr. Jessop left Oshawa on Monday, the 25th
of April, 1839, intending to go to British Colum-
bia through British territory, and by keeping a

| daily journal of his trip, contribute something
| towards the opening up of a route on British
soil, between the eastern and western American
colonies of the empire. Reaching Collingwood
by rail, he there took the steamer * Rescue "
for Fort Wiliiaw, vear the head of Lake Supe-
rior. This we believe was her first trip for the
season. Arrived at the Fort on the 9th of May,
and remained a week. The party bound over-
land now consisted of eight young men. Pro-
curing canoes and an Indian guide, they made
the pmssage of the lukes and portages to Fort
Garry, Red ‘River Colony, in 28 days, arriving
there on the 13th of June. Waited there until
the 23rd July for Col. Noble’s great expedition
from St. Paul, Minnesota, to British Columbia,
and then Mr. Jessop and four others determined
to wait no longer. Started off on foot, without
a guide, westward, in the direction of Fort Ellice,
with an ludian pony to draw their provisions
and baggage on a rudely constructed Red River
cart. Three of the party, however, gave it up
the first day and returned to Fort Garry, while
Mr. Jessop and his companion pushed on the
more rapidly on account of the pony’s burden
being lightened. They reached Fort Ellice, 241
miles from Red River, on Tuesday, August 2nd, .
["Where they joined six of Col. Noble's party who k'
had sirayed from the main body, and with four
carts, that had arrived the previous day. Six days
later, the eight men and six carts reached Qu'-
appelle river, &t a point 70 miles above its junc-
tion with the Assiniboine. They were now one-
fith of the way to the Pacific, or 320 miles from
Red River. Ou Wednesday, the 24th of Aug,,
they reached the * great bend " or elbow of the
south fork of the Saskatehewan River, which is
here one-fourth of a mile in width. For days
previously. they saw millions of buffaloes, some
of them within a wmile and a half of the carts,
but did not succeed in killing any until they ar-
rived at the great elbow, when they had a feast
upon two of them, and replenished their stock
of provisions from them. The * great bend”
is about midway between Fort Garry and the
Rocky Mountains, or 507 miles from the former.
The portion of the journal descriptive of the
journey from the grect bend to the entrance to
the Rn'ck)' Mountains, unfortunately did not
reach us, but from the subsequent portion we
gather that they had a pretty severe time of it
for want of provender for the horses, owing to a
great conflagration which swept over the vast
prairie a few weeks previously, burning up every-
thing but the svil, and drying up many of the
creeks. On commencing to cross the mountains
which they did on the 2nd of October, they had
no carts, and but two or three horses. The moun-
[ tains were passed in six days travel. They went
through what is called the Boundary Pass, some
34 miles south of the Kootanai Pass, and 20
miles north of what they term the Pioneer Pass,
the entrance to which they struck. On the Pa-
cific slope of the Rocky Mountains they came
upon a large encampment of Kootanai Indians.
These Indians bad assembled to receive the an-
nual visit of their Roman Catholic Bishop, and
were very friendly to the weary travellers, selling
them such things -as they were in need of and
able to purchase.  Mr. Jessop here found that it
would be necesstiyy for him to take a south-
western direction into Washingtun Territory and
go by way of the U. 8. Fort Colville, owing to
almost insurmountable difficuities which they
were assured stood in the way of their getting
to British Columbia by any more northerly route,
the more %0 as winter was rapidly approaching,
and they must needs make lth work of the
remainder of the journey. They reached Col-
ville on Monday, Nov. the 7th, where some took
one direction and some another, and others got
temporary temployment in the neighbourhood.
Mr. Jessop, however, pushed on to a mavigable
point on the Columbia river, where he took a
steamboat to the ocean, and after a delay there
of some weeks, got up the coast by-the mail
steamer, aud reachied Victoria on Friday the 6th
of January, 1860,

The remainde¥” of Col. Noble's party reached
Fort Colville in two separate divisions, dbout
two weeks after that of Mr. Jessop. Some of
them went through the Boundary Pass, and some
went up the nosth fork of the Saskatchewan and
through the Kootauia Pass, and overtook the
rest of the party a few miles from the encamp-
ment previcusly ;eferred to—OUshawa Vindicalor
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The Monitor.

We clip from the New York World the follow-
ing description of this truly formidable engine
of war:

The Eriesson iron-plated floating battery
Monitor, which has so signally put an end to the
disastrous curees of the rebel steamer, is con-
structed on an entirely original plan, invented
by Capt. Ericsson with the specific view of at-
taining absolute invulnerability. There are, in
effect, two hulls to the vessel, the upper one be-
ing the defensive portion and the lower one,
which is entirely protected by the upper, being
built of three-eighth inch iron, with an average
thickness of three-quarters of an inch. The
upper hull is one hundred and seventy-four feet
long, forty-one feet four inches wide, nnd.ﬁ\'e
feet deep, the lower hull 124 feet long, lhxr‘t)'-
four feet wide at the top where it connects with
the upper hull, so that the upper hill extends
over the lower twenty-five feet over each end
and three feet sesen inches over the side. The
sides of the upper hull are perpendicular, and
age built of & bulwark of white oak, thirty in-
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