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The Toys.
My m.u:-son. who look'd from thoughtful
[
And l:ovod and spoke in quiet grown-up

wise,
Having my law the seventh time disobey'd,
1 struck bim, and diemiss'd
With hard words aund unkise'd,
His Mother, who wis patient, helng dead.
Then fes)ing lest hin grief should hinder

sleep,

1 visited bi# bed,

But tound him slnmbering deep,

with durken’d eyeilds, and their lashes yet

From his laiesobbin, wel,

And [, witn mosu,

Kissing awWay his tears, left others of my
oFD;

For, on & lab'e. drawn beside his head,

He had put, witnin bis reach,

A box ol counters anu a rea veln'd slone,

‘A plecs Of glass abraded oy the beach,

And 81X Or #reVen wnells,

A bottle wilh bluebelis,

‘And two Freuch copper colns, ranged there
with careful art,

To comfurt his sad bearl.

80 when that night [ pray’d

To Goyu, sud wept, aud suld :

Ah, when at last we 1le with tranced breath,

Not vexing Thee in death,

‘and Thon rememberest of what toys

We make our Joys,

How weakly unders'ood

Thy great commanded good,

Then, fatherly not less

Tasn 1 whom Thou hast moldsd from the

Thou?xl(‘{t;nvo Thy wrath, and say,
# 1 will be sorry for their childishness "’
- Coventry Patmore.
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THE GROWTH OF INFIDELITY
IN GREAT BRITAIN.
—

THE POOR ARE THE VICTIMS OF THE
BELFISHNESS OF THE RICH

AND CULTURED.

gpecial Correspondence of the Pllot.
London, March 16

In all classes of E 1glish society ai the
present day there 18 a digposition towards
a speculative mood of thought, This is
true in politics, in eocial matters and in
religion. The new Liberalism bas in-
vaded every domain of life  Religion
has suffered most, because the old bul-
warks of Protestanuism having been
loosened,—the old belief in Bible relig-
jon having been rudely shaken,—Eog-
lish Protestants, eo.cailed, have now
drifted out to ses, without an anchorage,
on the expansive waste of their * view-
iness,”
The higher clssses have set the fashion
In speculation, ‘I'nke those time. honored
{ostitutions, the universitles. Nolongerare
the college professors ordained clergymen.
No lerger need a man swear to the Thirty-
pine Articles. No longer need the rnder
graduste make any profeesion of bellef ;
be may make a profession of uubeltef, it
he prefer it. The fashion bas been
warmly imitated even lo Scotland, where
Presbyterianism ihreatens to die of the
“dry rot.” 1Io the Uclversity of Glaegow
—founded by } 1)ue Cathollcs about & cen-
tury before the time of the Reformation
—na professor hss just been deliverivg &
course of lectures on the advantages of
Panthelsm over Christianity. The Incar-
pation he regarded as allegoriesl. Hedld
pot allow the Bible any sort of superlor-
ity over the sacred books of Hindostan or
Chins. In short, be implied fzeethlnking,
without profeseing it. Now, though they
bave not got so far at Oxford or Cam-
bridge as to * found "’ lec.ures for the dis-
honcring of Christianity, they have at
least assented to the principle that a
wniversity means " for ali”—for anybcdy
who belleves anythicg or notbing.
Forty years ago 1t was thought dlsgrace-
fal for & man to profess scepticlam,
whether he were io high life orin low
life. A professed beliet inthe {nspira:lon
of the Scriptures wae as mucha credentisi
of a gentleman ss cf & Chbristian. Re-
spectability meant church golvg and
Bible-reading. In thece days the more
educated & man !s supposed to be the
more you expect bim to be origioal in
religious views. The begloning of thia
new temper was contemporary with the
rejection of the re-ine-iiution of the
Catholle hierarchy by Pope Pius IX
Three new forces then begau to contend
in Evgland : the Iavitatlon of the Catho
lic Chureh to * return home ;" the Imita:
tlon of Catholic symboliism by the new
Rituallsts ; and the Propagands of so-
called Freethluking, in reply. These
three forces have worked thelr hardost
for forty years; aud the result, up to the
preeent time, ls as follows : The Catholic
Church bas swept sll earnestness into her
own garner; Rituallsm has set up a sham
Oburch, which decelves nobody ; while
Freetbinking has declined to sccept the
only Authority 1t can respect, and which
it scknowledges to be conelstent with
common sense, Hence a spirlt of perpet
ually combative speculation ; which, com
pelled by sheer logic to desplse Protes-
tantlem, worships nothing but egolem and
plous eentiment.
At this point eclence and philosophy
come to the rescue, to give s grand {ntel -
lectual tone to infidelity. Scarcely any
one knows anythiog about sclence or
phbilosophy ; bat the great authorities on
both subjects are paraded in the news-
papers, and for two cents you can be
informed what they do not belleve. How
essy and bow eelf- flattering 1s this cew
religion ! Its literature {s so emancipated
and so progressive! Here aro & few of
the titles of its popular books, dally
advertised in shop windows in great
thoroughfares: ¢ The Folly of Prayer,”
“Bible Romances,” ‘An Argument
Against Free Wil),”? ¢ Heresy, ite Moral-
ity and Utllity,” *A Plea for Athetsm,”
“The Myth Christianlty,” etc. This sort
of litexature has & wonderful charm for
the class of people who find it more easy
to be epeculative than religlous. Aud
how came it that such 8 literature
should bs even possible? The answer
{a that the final development of
all Protestantiem is neceesarily the com-
plete overthrow of all dogma, The
severest attacks on the Christian citadel
have been from the clergy. (Canons and
deans, reverend professors and college
dons, have sown i1he seeds of infidelity
by their encouragement of speculation ;
g0 that, when one Bampton lecturer
preaches & sermon at Oxford, to show
that David did not write any of the
Pealms ; and a Doctor of Divinity pub-
lishes a book to show that the Baok of
Ecolesiastes was not authored by the
wise King of Jerusalem ; and a cathedral
canon iesues any essay of which the ob-
ject is to make it clear that Biblical in-
spiration has no reliable gusrantee ; we
cannot wouder that the masses become
* exegetical ” in their own Way, and that
that way is a very free one indeed, Toe
masees, Or, more properly speaking, the
working classes, have founded their clubs
both in London snd in the provincial

towns, at which they listen on Sandays
to the orations of elever infidels, whose
credentiuls are that they are well
crammed in infidel books, These lec.
tures are publicly advertised, and even
reported, Finding it more pleacant to
frequent such inetitutions than to pass a
Sunday without excitement or without
amusement, workingmen fill up the loog
intervals between the opening of the
public houses — not by attending the
church services, but by imbibing athe-
ism,

_An inquiry has heen going on for some
time in the east of London as to * Why do
pot the working classes go to churca?”
The working classes have themselves
been eolicited to give their answers to
this very eimple question. Some work-
ingmen have replied: * Becavse the
services are so dull ; some, “D:cause
the seraons are bad lectures ;’ some,
" Because the cheap seats are 8o uocowm-
fortable ;” some, “ Because a man must
bave a good coat to go to church ;” some
+ Because the doctrines preached are eo
uncertain ;” and some, “ Because they
want a day of complete rest »  All these
answers are really sound—within their
measure, There is manifestly no obli.
gation” to go to church — that ir, for
members of the painfully elastic Siate
Churech. It cannot be of obligation to go
to church when it is optional to choose
your doctrines arnd your diecipline,
and optional to believe that there is Oae
Caurch or a ecore of churcbes. Who
shall blame the British workman for stay-
ing at home? He knows that respecta.
bility is the motive power with the
superior clasees, and that that respecta
bility sbuns him. Here, indeed, 18 hali
the soluticn of the whole mystery. Tae
workman knows that there is no euch
thing as Oatholic sympathy extending
downward from the topmost ranks to the
very lowest ; and he argues fairly that a
Christian society which is.not Coristian
is quite too despicable a sham to earn
bis homsge, Natural religion being
almost dead in social sympatnies, super
natural religion has no help from natural
sources, which in England are turned up-
side down by * society.”

Aund yet the English workman s falrly
{ntelligent ; he 1s perhaps, too, as much in
earnest as can be expected. Hels the vic
tim only of the profound selfishness of the
superlor clasees. That eelfishness slmply
ostracizes the worklug classes, 80 that when
we couple the two facts, that the superlor
classes are deeply fceptical and that they
are alio deeply conventional — or deeply
selfish—we bave no difficulty in percelv-
{ng that that which does not ex'st in the
superior classes cannot descend into the
unvisited homes of the working classes.
Eaglaod {s much more speculative than it
fa belteving ; and belng at the same t!me
split up into & score ot classe:—not one of
which will bear of fellowship with its next
lower class—the only real groove of inter-
communication s the newepapers, which
treat rellgion as they treat politics, speca-
latively.

Will things get better or get worse ?
The only bright promise ls the generally
{ncreasing conviction that the Cathollc
Chburch is the only suthoritative Christian
teacher. I hear this conviction expreesed
on all sides, Pure Protestantism, as a
palional religlon, has died out ; it exlsts
only here and there in fanaucal miads.
The nearest approach now to & national
“form of falth” is that bigh section of
the Eitabllshed Church, which 1s called
Rituslism. The question naturally
arfees : Does the new Ritoallsm lead to,
or lesd away from, submission to the
Catholle (Roman) Charch? My own
opinion ls, 1t leads away from it. I think
this because the vaunted Catholiclem
of the Ritualists is really nothing but
their private judgment of the Early
Ohurch., Tae Rtualists teach only that
private * view ” of the Seven Sacraments,
as well ag that privaie * view ” ot Church
anthority, whion happen to be agreeable
to their private minds, each clergyman
founding his own ideas of orthodoxy on
his own private rendering of Primitive
Teaching. Thus Ritualism is really
Protestantism, plus 8 graceful, fictitious
nomage to saints and doctors who bave
been dead and buried for 1500 years.
It is Protestantism sagainst the Living
Voice of the Catholic Church, uader the
plea of reverent obedience to dead men,
The mere accident that certain clergy

men are of opinion that certain dootrines
were held to be apostolic by the early
fathers, is no more obedience to living
authority than a man's respect for his
remote ancestors would be obedience
to his father living 1n the flash.
It is evasion, private judgment, self-
worship. Therefore, the Ritualists are
the unconscious allies of Protestant free

thinkers, The freethinking of the
Ritualists happens toinclude some Oath.
olic verities ; yet the spirit of it, intellec-
tually, is really 8 self-pleasing eclectic

ism, and is therefore the very opposite
of the Catholic faith, S) that, paintul as
it is to say it, Ritualism must lead the
masses away from the (atholic Church ;
since its mujor premise is, % Taere is no
living authority on doctrines,” of which
the corollary is, * There can be no auth.
ority at all.” Spiritually, & Ritualist
may be & good man ; yet, intellectually,
his position is 80 contradiotory—main

taining there is only & fallible 1nterpre

ter of an infallible religion, and only &
dead teacher of truths which need to
be livingly taught—that the iafidel or
the {reethinker isughs him to scorn. No;
Ritualism has stopped the way to the
Catholic Church, as far a3 tho* masses of
half educated Protestants are coucerned.
[t has set up a fictitious refuge built on
gand ; for, if there had been no Ritual-
ism the poor, old, worn.out, feeble
Protestantiem must have succumbed
w the intellectual etrength of the
Oatholie faith, Ritualiem 1s, therefore,
the plous ally of froe thought ; plous, and
often eincere, in its Onristiaa bellef, bat
absolutely deadly in its aotagon'sm to
living authority. And elnce the princliple
of livipg autbority is that one only
principle which, intellectually, divides
Catholics from freethinkers @the detalls of
all private belteft belng parely accldente),
it follows that Rituallem, while owlog
eve:ything to the Catholic Chureh, 1s at

the tame time dlesuading Freethiukers
feom submitting > 1t Freethlukers
affect the *Intellectual” view of all
thioge ; and since there never Was any-
thing in this world so fearfully unintel.
lJectual as the professiog to belteve in
dogma while rejecting foterpreter ; esteem.
ing one’s self to be lnfaliibie while calling

the llving Charch falilble ; or professing &
th and life while
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because Rituslism makes such
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$52,740.00
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. BE. LEFEBVRE

MANAGER,
81 ST. JAMBS 8T, MONTREAL, CANADA.

FOR ALL.

THE PILLS
Purify the Blood, correct all Disorders of the
LIVER, BTOMACH, KIDNEYS AND BOWELBS.

They Invigorate and r
Qomplaints incidenta

estore to health Debilitated Constitutions, and are Invalnahle in all
1 to Females of all ages. Kor Children and the aged they are priceless

THE OINTMENT

o remedy for Bad Lege,
for Gout and Rheu
FOR

it 1e

pore throat, etc.,
Yellow Oil to all.”

As AX aIp to internal remedies for skin
Low's Sulpher Soap proves

1 recommend Hagyard's
and how to be i ; of

s weak unto the wesk,
that by all means he
he knightly spirit was
tioct within bim; with the
tesy of the old noble,
and readiness of the

ahaeed, he became a
all things to all men,

chivalry and the eour Minard's Linimept cares G

he uaited the fulnes

Manufactured only at Professor HOLLOWAY'S Establishment,
78 NEW OXFORD 8T, (LATE 56338 OXFORD 8T.), LONDON*

And are rold at 1s. 1§ 6d., 118., 228, and 838, each Box or Pot, and may be had

of all Medicine Vendor, throvghout the world.

S8 Purchasers sh
is not Oxfora Btreet,

the Label on the Pots and Boxes. If the address
London, they are spurious.

il
e
.
’

|
?

o



