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“ Jessie Wythe and her two
cousins. There is to be a picnic at
Grove's woods on Monday, and you
will enjoy taking such a pretty
crowd, I am sure.

“ Monday 7"’ There was a note
of dismay in the young man'’s voice.
“We were counting on getting at
the wheat Monday morning,
mother. Can’t you put the girls
off 7

** No, 1
answer “T've a
they expect to
can wait for another day, while you
make it pleasant for my girl
friends. 1've put off many a thing
for you.”

““So you have,”
face softened

the quick
them, and
The wheat

can't,”” was
1
Mll

come,

the stony young
into tenderness.
“ Mother has got us there, hasn't
she, Miss Ellis ? The wheat shall
wait, and I'll go for—what gisl is
it, mother 7’
“* Jessie.
third
such a
brought
summer,
cousins
too.”
‘“All
cheerily. *“'1
right away.”
An hour later the spring wagon,
which still did duty over the rough
roads around Melson Farm, stopped
at the door of the Wythe’s solid
comfortable old mansion, and Dick,
who, immersed in the new Agricul
tural Bulletin he had found waiting
for him at the postoffice, had driven
six or seven blocks out of his way,
sprang up the steps, and announced
e had for his mother’s
guests,
“ Miss Jessie and her cousins.”
“Yes, s8¢ the trim little
yellow answered. ‘' Miss
y » down directly. She
if 3 jest wait about ten
minutes, cousin, Miss Billy,
is in the parlor now.”
And turned
1d. £

)
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Jessie Wythe, Twenty-
Street, Dick, I never saw
forgetful fellow. You've
her out three times this
Jessie Wythe and her
Remember, 1 expect them
answered Dick

right,”
11 start off for them
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Dick into the wide

take it,
“Only
Did you
liex 7"

“N-e-ver,”’ answe
into stammering truth by
ture mirrored before him.
the little lady wheeled
around in laughing dismay. A”l
thought it was I've just
bought this hat and wanted her to
it. You are Dick Melson, I'm
sure. She is expecting you. Iam
so glad to meet you. I am her
cousin, Betty Wade.” And Miss
Betty put out a frank, friendly
little hand for the visitor’s healthy
clasp. “*You I've heard
much about you and Ted—isn’t that
your brother’s name ?— and the
lovely old farm and your mother’s
creamed chicken and jelly cake.

just raved about the good

she has out there. 1 feel as
you all, even to the cows
and chickens. “And dad says that
your ‘mother was his first sweet-
heart, and turned his head sb com-
pletely that he flunked all his first
term and sent  out
to school. He was only seven-
aughed Miss Betty,

yuldn't stand fo

ather didn’t in
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and
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sugal

y up the
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cver r;!\‘"“,u
answered his companion demurely.
“There five years in the con-

Lovely years, I
without a beau in
ut of trying to
girls outside, but it isn’t really as
bad as they think. We had jolly
times at St. Mary's. If it hadn’t
been for dear old dad needing some
one to keep house for him I might
have staved forever.”

“Forever 77 echoed her listener
not quite grasping the finality of
this decisi

sion.
“Yes, forever, nodded
Jetty.
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hattering another
‘“ Romish ” with the
doubtful words. *‘‘But they might.
Mother Benedicta, the most beauti-
ful and adorable woman you ever
saw, a perfectly angelic saint, said
a madcap girl herself.
ill, as bot he and Father
ity was plain
lod.” A
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mering out of the speaker’'s horizon
flooded now with the radiant possi-
bilities of a visit from a ** cousin "’
like this ‘You ecan count on me
day and night to give yod a rattling
good time.”’

“0Oh, I'm sure you would,”
Alill‘.]xlml Miss Betty, “but—but 1
am not invited, you see.”’

“ Not invited, not invited !
haven't 1 just come for
J e and her cousins 7"’

Not for me,” the speaker shook
her flower-wreathed hat decidedly.
““ For Jennie and Polly Wythe,
are upstairs dressing to go
you now.”

““ Thunderation,” burst with
unaccustomed force from Mr.
Melson’s lips. “‘But you will come,
too. You musi, There is plenty
of room for all. Mother will be
1‘~‘l|)’hl<‘(l. i

“0Oh, will she?’ Miss Betty
lifted pair of dancing eyes rog-
uishly. ‘I am not so sure of that.”

“And why not?”’ asked Dick,
conscious of such a tempestuous

Why

you—for

who
with

a

of
disappointment as had never dark-
ened his calm career.

Again the mirthful eyes met his
own., ‘‘ Don’t ask me,”” murmured
Miss Betty. ‘‘ But she has never
invited me and never will—"'

“I’ll see about that,” said Dick,
his eyes flashing resolutely.

“Oh! no don’t-—don’t. For
wouldn’t go anyway. But, but—"
the spark in the brown eyes died
into a roguish gleam as the
‘invited cousins "’ and Jessie came
hurrying down the stairs.

“You can come
know—""

‘1l can’t think what has come
ver Dick,” said Mother Melson
some three months to her
younger son. ‘‘He hasn’t been him
self since—s ince—let
August, when I had
and her two cousins
visit. I'u} suppose
Ted 7

and see me you

later

me see—last
Jessie Wythe
for a week-end
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Looks rather that way,”’
vered Ted brie

the

Lord
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ure. Which
asked him,” said Ted
[ never
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dumb heads

out tl
indignantly. “I’'ll find out
can’t.”

“1 wouldn’t
mother -ounselled slowly.
‘It sort of rubs it in to talk to a
fellow as hard hit as Dick—when
the girl turned him down.”

“Turned him down!” echoed
Dick’s mother hotly. ‘‘You don’t
mean to tell me, Ted Melson, that
Jessie Wythe or her cousins or any
other girl 1 have had out here
would turn my son down.”

““No,” replied Ted gravely,
though there was a faint twinkle in
his “1 don’t suppose they
would. But this is a girl you
haven't had out here, mother.
Dick has been wild over Betty Wade
ever since he met her at Jessie
Wythe's last summer.”

“Betty Wade!”
mother in dismay.
Romanist that 1 have
my house 7"’

“Yes,” said Ted. ‘“‘But—but you
couldn’t keep Dick out of her house
you see, so the game didn’t work.”
" “But you needn’t worry :
another side of the stion
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Betty won't
» he is a Prote
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leaving Ted to till the
sh the in, to feed
the arriving hosts, went across the
sea followed by tears and praye
of which he did not ¢

And Over There in the Shadow of
Death the Light shone for him—the
Aght. he had been true and
honest to mock with ‘w;\ service even
for Love’s sake.

There was a dark, dark time
when John Wade took out his
daughter to weep with a sorrowing
mother that mother felt with
widowed grief. But the darkness
passed and Dick came back—with
one empty it is true, but
with a heart whose love was un-
changed, a soul wakened to fuller,
deeper life.

And Mother Melson upon
her sun-lit porch in a new content.

“There do be
Heaven,” she
sweet-faced young matron who was
her confidant of yore, ‘‘though I
was sure agin it once. Dick
and Betty’s one of them, sure.
Such out and out Christians I never
seen, though they do be Romani :
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The number of readers who make
use of the reading room and library
runs into the thousands, many of
them non-Catholies ; others being
Catholiecs who first made their
acquaintance with Catholicism
through the medium of the book
room, which the Guild calls its
““Propaganda Shop.”

Although the work of the Catho-
lic Reading Guild is carried on very
quietly and unostentatiously, its
influence is none the less far-reach-
ing. Boasting only one paid
official, the library of the Guild,
with its 15,000 or more volumes, is
open every day and all day for |1
the benefit not only of enquiring | t
non-Catholies, but also to Catholic |}
students who may wish to consult
the more scholarly works that
are to be found on the
alongside the simple legends and | I
stories for children. 1
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If your boy thinks that he woulc
rather go to work than return ¢
school, read him the figures re
compiled by Mr. H. E. Miles,
York engineer, formerly pr
of the Wisconsin Board of :
tional Education. Mr. ] S | 1
believes that a boy who has a high
training will beat out the
boy who stops at the eighth grade,
and that the boy who works his way
through college has the best chance
of attaining real success. He then
states that of 3 ) men and
women whose academic career
stopped with the completion of the
elementary grades,
“became distinguished.” Of
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Jewish and non-Catholie 1
come forward with full high-s
credits, while Catholic boys were
forced to apply their wits for the
devising of schemes to make up for
credits not attained. Education is
not the whole of life, but it isa
great part of it as the world goes
today. Without his bachel
degree a boy barred from the
best professional and in
none of them is he eligible unless he
can present at least two years of
college work. It clear, then,
that unless we send our boys and
)Iil'|~' to High School and «'H!ln'):»"
Catholies will soon be without
representation in the professions.
Even in business worid the
training represented by the college
degree is always valuable, and in
some departments is now required.
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that certain
es in the Catho
lic Church wear the rochet or sur
plice as part of their religious
costume, From this it appears to
have been deduced that the Catho
lic Chureh does admit of ministry
of women,

As an Anglican writer on this
topic of the ministry of women
“These things do not trouble

Catholies. For them the

practice of the Church
as voiced by the Roman authority
rules what is actually done today.”
But that looks perilously like regu-
lating the ministry of women in the
Church of England by the
of the Catholic Church, and the
Anglicangs have not reached that
stage—at least not yet,
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