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7THE TRUE CONCEPTION OF THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH.

YVARIOUS DENOMINATIONS AND HE
FORCES THAT INFLUENCE THESE DIF-
FERENT SECT3 ~— THE PRIVATE JUDG-
MENT ARGUMENT, EIC,

BY REV. JOUN ¥, MULLANY, LL. D.

The teaching of Christianity is not

held in the same way by all men. Some
bold it a matter of personal opinion,

some a subject of objective certitude. | One with ber present ; her present shall
he one with her

1t is comparatively easy to play fast
and loose with doctrines that are based
solely upon private judgment ; they are
held upon grounds purely subjective ;
the force of their adhesion varies with
the intellectual capacity and moral
temperament of the individual. When
the teaching of Christianity is held
upon the authority of a divinely consti-
tuted Cburch — held in the proper
spirit and with the proper disposition— |
it is far more firmly rooted and is un- |
shaken by every wind of doctrine that :
blows. But even doctrine so appre
hended may be ultimately rejected. A
Catholic who accepts the articles of his
faith upon the authority of his Church,
which he believes to be divinely con-
stituted, can also lose his faith. The
great Cardinal Newman siys that ““ be
lief is a state of the mind.” 1If the
mind becomes wholly secualarized, if
external pursuits monopolize its func-
tions to the complete exclusion of re-
ligious matters, the habits of faith, of
introspection, of communion with God
through prayer and the sacraments,
become starved, and it loses all taste |
for religious practices. Faith isa pure
gift from God. No disposition of the
soul however exalted, no clearness of
intellectual vision however brilliant,
can merit this gift ; it exists inaregion
above and beyond that of investigation,
for faith is a personal gift — a special |
illumination of the soul of him receiving |
it. ‘‘It is the substance of things to
be hoped for — the evidence that ap-
pears not.”” Being a personal gift, be-
stowed not according to merit, faith
may be forfeited, and what was once a |
living principle of motive and action |
may be reduced to the ashes of a dead
faith. Christian dogma, therefore,
does not live and act as an inspiring
force apart from life and conduct.

Faith and doubt are inecompatible.
They cannot be weighed in the same
balance. Doubt is an intellectual act ;
faith is a supernatural grace. It can-
not be fully grasped by the understand-
ing. To know is one thing; to believe
is quite another thing. Faith is given
to the illiterate as well as to the edu-
cated. 1t is a heavenly treasure borne |
in a frail vessel. There are difliculties
to be overcome by every injuiring
mind, but it should be remembered
that difliculty is not doubt. Cardinal
Newman remarked in a now celebrated
expression that ‘‘ten thousand diflicult- |
ies do not make one doubt."

The doubt that is struggled with ina
prayerful spirit and in all earnestness
of s)ul is generally blessed with the
full light of grace and faith. That
grand map, Cardinal Newman, whom
we all admire for his masterful use of |
our English speech—for hisacute intel- |
lect and his perfect character — for
years devoted every power of his great
soul to the reforming and building up |
of the Church he had been taught to |
revere from his childhood. Sudden |
doubts as to the divine institution of |
that Church fell upon his path, and for
a time bedimmed his vision. After
years of weary groping in the darkness ‘
of doubt, yearning of spirit and the
maceration of body, the shadow lifted ;
he beheld the Church in which he had
lived and learned and taught—which he
had loved with the tenderness of a

grateful child for the mother that had | children may sin grievously ; scandal
reared him — crumble away, and amid | and abuses may prevail among those

great anguish of soul and body, follow-
ing the guidance of reason and con-
science, and God’s special mercy and
grace, he entered the haven of rest—
the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic
Church. In this Church he lived and
labored and died. Newman's doubt
was honest, and from belief in a frag-
mentary creed, he was led to the true
faith, His prayer was heard, and he
co-operated with grace.

We Catholics, therefore, cannot
voluntarily and deliberately doubt a
single article of faith without sin. We
do not hold our faith as a matter of
private opinion. Ours is an objective
certitude, based upon the principles of
authority. The rejection of a single
articlo of this faith is a repndiation of
the authority through which it is held,
and that authority is God speaking to
us through His Church. Therefore, to
not accept the teaching of the Church
is to question the veracity of God, and
that we cannot do without sin. This is
evident to him who has a clear concep-
tion of the Church.

Our separated brethren have arather
erroneous conception of the real char-
acter of our Church. At best they re-
gard this as a form of Christianity, dif-
fering from Lutheranism or Calvinism
in only certain details of doctrine, this
difference being simply one of degree
rather than of kind. Such a view of
the Church places her among the sects.
1t is a view that no Catholic can hold.
The Chureh is not a sect. She is not
merely a body of doctrines, nor a code
of morality, nor an aggregation of indi-
viduals holding a common belief. She
is not a human institution erected upon
an inspired book. She is something
more. She is a living organism whose
soul is the Holy Ghost, and whose head

is Jesus Christ; permanent in the
midst of change, ever dispensing favors

out of the same treasury of grace and
mercy that God has placed in her keep-

ing for the benefit of man, ever holding

the same body of truth, and ever em-
ploying the same means of sanctifying

| perceive in those doctrines new charms

| ditffer 1n training, in degree of culture,

| defines it as an article of faith.

| above human passion and human pre

| living organism through which man is

| cisely the faith that Leo N11I. guarded

| which He addresses Himseli to hu-

and grow up to maturity and decay and
pass away from the scenes of life, but
the Church is not these generations.
They come and go, but she remains un-
changedand unchangeable, one of God's
fairest and noblest creatures. She is
the lawfully established mediam by
which God holds communion with man
through His Divine Son, the Word
made Flesh, In all that makes up her
very essence and nature, in her divine
elements, she stands aloof from the
very accidents of earth, ‘'ler past is

future. What her
teachings have been in the long ago,
they shall continue to be inthe [arthest
time to come.

Civilization flourish and decay; human
knowledge grows and declines, but the
doctrines of the Church know neither
increase nor diminution. Men attempt
various explanations of these doctrines ;
in different ways they try to reconeile
them with the sciences of their day ;
according as their horizon broadens and
the light of rational truvh dispe's the
darkness of error, scholars and thinkors

and are better enabled to determine
their harmonious relations with the
principles of reason. While intellects

and in intrinsic capacity, men will econ
tine to apprehend the truths of religlon
differently. But beware of confounding
the intrinsic character of those truths
with a human apprehension of them,
The apprehension varies ; the truths
are unchanging.

But we are told that there is a doe-
trinal development within the Chureh.
Here it behooves us to distinguish.
There is, among the members of the
Church, as the ages flow along, an
evolution of human apprehension ;
there is none of doctrine. At times
a daring spirit questions some dogma,
or gives some erroneous interpretation
to some religious truth, and in order to
safeguard the faithful, the Church lays
down in precise terms the sense in
which the truth is to be accepted and
But no
new truth has in this instance been
added to the body of Catholic doctrine.
It is still the same Church, standing

judice, holding the rame faith that she
has held from the beginning. It is
still the same doctrine that was in the
deposit of faith when the Holy Ghost
first breathed into the Church the'
breath of love and made her the great

raised up to thellight of grace. The faith
of which Peter was the custodian is pre-

with such zealous care, and which Pius
X. has sworn todefend. Within all the
intervening centuries between Peter
and Pius not one jot or tittle has
been added to that divine deposit.

A true conception of the Church
ever distinguishes between the human
and divine elements of which she is
composed. It is within the designs
of Providence to make of weak and
ginful man the minister of His sacra-
ments and the mouthpiece through

manity, and places within its reach
the means of salvation. Even the
Viecar of Jesus Christ and the Visible
Head of the Church on earth in no
respect differs from other men. He
is subject to all the ills of human
life and all the weakness of erring
human nature. It is only when he
as Head of the Church, proclaims the
teachings of the Church upon all mat-
ters of faith and morals, that the Pope
is unerring. In matters of human
policy the Church varies with times
and events. Those into whose hands
her course has been intrusted may be
unworthy of their high dignity; her

enrolied under her banner, but
no stain sullies the Church. Her divin-
ity is hedged in beyond the reach of
man. She is incorruptible. Holy in
her doctrines, holy in her sacraments,
holy in the lives of those children who
live up to her teachings—the splendor
of her holiness caniiot be tarnished.
She is one and indivisible in her faith.
He who knowingly rejects a single
article of that faith ceases to be a mem-
ber of her mystical body. She is all-
embracing in her charity, The brilliant
intellects of an Augustine and Aquinas
accept her teachings as humbly. and
submissively as the unlettered man or
woman. She exacts from her believers,
as a condition of their faith, neither
learning, nor moral worth, nor trans-
cendant disposition of mind and heart.
She never grows old. She is truth and
love and hope combined. The light of
faith beams from her eye; the fire of
charity glows in her breast; her face is
ever radiant with the smile of hope, as
she beckons men along the path of sanc-
tity and pleads with them in behalt of
the salvation of souls, Such in brief is
the Catholic Church.,—St. John's Quar-
terly.

ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF POPE
LEO'S DEATH.

Sacred Heart Review.
Next Wednesday will be the first

Father, Pope Leo XIII.
well how the whole civilized world was

of the earth. KEven

anniversary of tha date of ourlate Holy
We remember

present in spirit at that remarkable
sick-bed, when for weeks the venerable
nonagenarian struggled heroically with
death, calmly facing the combat, and
speaking memorable words of earnest
blessing for his children of all nations
in Protestant
churches prayers wero offered up for
the dying Pontiff, and the New York
Sun declared this fact to be indicative
“of a change in the attitude of Pro-
testantism toward the Catholic Church,
which is one of the most remarkable

souls. What she was in the morning of
human creation she shall continue to
be during all eternity. Whether with
the primitive couple that peopled this
world, or in the upper room at Jeru-
salem, when the Holy Ghost fired the

Lord’s hosts,”” as a *‘spiritual com

developments of recent years.' A
Methodist preacher spoke of the Pope
as ‘‘ a leader of the great army of the

mander-in chief,’”’ as one ‘‘who has
done much for the progress of civiliza-

THIX CATHOLIC RECORD.

Episcopalian mayor of New York, set
the city flags at half-mast ; and a like
graceful act of veneration and sympathy
was performed at the Baptist Univers-
ity of Chicago. What a startling evi-
dence was afforded, by this universal | R
burst of sympathy and admiration, to
the fact that times had changed since
Rome was counted to be ‘'‘ the mother
of abominations,”” and the Pope of
Rome ** that anti-Christ, that man of
sin.'” How much of the change was
due to Leo's extraordinarily long and
glorious reign of a quartar of a century,
the reign of a man whose ardent aim
and prayer was for unity — for the
gathering of all men into one fold and
t> one Shepherd !

Cried a Moethodist preacher, John
Norris [all, on July 19 last:

* Unity has been the dream of the
ages. There have been dreams of polit
ic4l unity, like those of Alexander and
Napoleon, but they are now numbered
among the vagaries of the past. The
world monarch and the world power of
the Papacy is a great idea, and its sut-
vival amid the wreck of empires attests
the superiority of the spiritual over the
temporal, The wonderful old man, now
facing the impenetrable beyond, is the
me man in Kurope who has the uni
versal point of view. The exit of the
Pontiff amid the regret of Christendom
marks an epoch in religious history, and
dsmonstrates true Catholicity.”’

¢ The universal point of view,'" —
yes! because it is God's view ; the
union of all who name the Name of
Christ, under the one head, upon the
one foundation. ** Thou art Peter ;
and upon this rock I will build My
Chaunrch.”

The most advanced wing of the An-
glican body is not only perceiving but
preaching this doetrine to an amazing
degree. The day is not far off, per-
haps, when ‘‘ the universal point of
view,”” possessed by Leo. XIIL,
will be the view - point of
all men who call themselves Christians;
and, under a successor Leo and of Peter,
they will band in a stronger, a more
glorious crusade than that of St. Ber-
nard of Clairvaux. What did Leo's
immediate tuccessor, our present holy
Pontiff, Pope Pius X., at once announce
as his primal aspiration? ‘' To restor:
all things in Christ !’ It is for us to
rally, as in one solid phalanx, to his
call, with the League’s prayer to God,
“ Thy kingdom come,”” and with this
ery to our separated brethren: *f Show
us Peter, and we wi!l show you the
Chuareh.”

CHRISTIANITY AND PATRIOTISM.

The Arst duty of a Christian to his
country is to observe faithfully its
laws. Christians are false to their God
when they ignore or break down the
just laws of a land. The Christian
who bribes legislators, who pays the
police or other authorities for the
privilege of evading statutes, who
prostitutes public opinion for the sake
of relaxing respect for law, is by such
acts belying his Christianity. Chris-
jans must obey the laws. When they
do not, when by technical subtility, or
by financial influence, they succeed in
pustpwuiug'tho operation of the law in
their case or in escaping from it alto-
gether, they bring discredit on the
Church of Christ, and they are traitors
to its spirit and to Him. It does not
matter how benevolent or philan-
throphic they are. A man cannot, by
erecting a hospital or contributing to
a charity, atone for tne sin of disobey-
ing the laws of his country.

In addition to obeying the laws him-
gelf, it is the duty of a Christian to
help to enforce the laws. If public
officials accept bribes, and he know®s it,
it is his duty to report them. If pri-
vate citizens violate the laws, and he
has evidence of it, it is his daty to as-
sistin securing their conviction. There
are limitations, doubtless, to the duty,
but they are small and obvious, and do
not affect the clear and obligatory
principle that Christians are bound,
not only to obey the laws themselves,
but to help to secure their obedience
by all.

UNDERMINING CHRISTIANITY.

That the drift of Protestantism for
many years has been towards the elim-
ination of the supernatural in celigion
is evident to every close observer.
The doctrine of private judgment
supplemented as it has been by the
“ higher criticism '’ has done its work.
What was accepted with unquestioning
faith a generation ago is now ques
tioned and not unfrequently relegated
to the class of myths which the world
we are told has outgrown. This scep-
ticism is all embracing. It assails the
essentials of Christianity.
One would suppose that a minister of
a Protestant sect who rejects the doc-
trine of the Incarnation, and who does
not believe in the divinity of Christ
would have no place in a Church pro-
fessing to be Christian. Yet there are
thousands of such who scoff at these
fundamental belief's of Christianity
which would crumble to pieces if it
could be proved that these beliefs
rested on no valid foundation. This is
a startling statement. But we have
Protestant testimony to support it.
The Church Electic, an Episcopalian
magazine, last year published a series
of articles on the *‘ Bishops and the
New Theology,’”” which demonstrated
that a strong current of unbelief is
sweeping through the Episcopal
Church. The following extracts from
thesefarticles speak for themselves :

“The Virgin birth is now decried and
the men who do sodaily use the Creeds,
Chants, Canticles and Collects which
positively assert it.'’

¢t Clerical correspondents in the Lon-
and for that matter all over
the Church, are constantly telling us
tbat they do not believe in the open and
- | supernatural statements in St. John's
Gospel ; that the writers of the Old and
New Testaments alike were allowed to

don Times,

tion,”” and who

A postles’ souls with divine zeal and BLOTe
golden age of the Papacy in its bes

scattered them to the ends of theearth,
or secretly abiding within the Cata-
combs, or dwelling in the palaces of the
Caesars, or exiled in Avignon, it is
still the same Church, be her seeming

ever so changed by circumstances of | acters of all time.’

‘‘has restored the

sense ;”’ as one who ‘‘has led a blame-
less life — a life such as few of us lead,
and a life which we must all look up to;
one of the noblest and grandest char-

grope in the dark; that the cause of
t | Christ has been advanced by legends and
fabrications; that Christ Himself was
very fallible and that the Church at
Pentecost was raised on a foundation of
falsehood.

“ Wo are told that Moses was not an

3
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manufactured hero and Chri:t's Incar-
nation by the power of the Holy Ghost
was a veritable myth. The clear state-
ments of Matthew and Luke, therefore,
concerning the miraculous conception
of our Biessed Lord, not to refer to St.
John, are altogether rejected or ex-
plained away by Anglican Bishops.
‘The argument,’ says the Bishop of
Ripon, ‘that He was wonderfully born
and miraculously raised does not evoke
at any rate to-day, an adequate ard
satisfactory response ; even if it could
be considered valid it would not create
a worthy or acceptable faith."

In this summary of the decadence of
faith in one of the Protestant sects we
have presented to us a condition of
things which shows to what extent the
foundations of Christianity have been
undermined. If this undermining con-
tinues, and in all likelihood it will,
there will be left not a vestige of the
doctrines to which all Protestant sects
formerly subscribed.

The denial of the Incarnation, of the
divinity of Christ, of the credibility of
the gospels of Saints John, Matthew and
Luke make the so-called * New The:
ology "’ an eflicient ally of those who
would strip Christianity of everything
indicating its divine origin, and who
would reduce it to the levels of an ordi-
nary human organization existing for
the purpose of diffusing certain moral
truths.—N. Y. Freeman's Journal.

They who have tact are as sareful to
take no notice of what is absurd or offens-
ive as to show their appreciation of
what is fair and reasonable.

8T, VITUS DANCE

Must Be Treated Through The Blood and
Nerves,

ONE OF THE WORST CASES ON RECORD
CURED THROUGH THE USE OF DR.
WILLIAMS' PINK PILLS.

St. Vitus dance is a nervous disease
chiefly afllicting children. There are
a number of signs by whlch it may be
detected such as a twitching of the
muscles of the face, shaky hands, or a
jerky motion of the arms, a trembling
or a dragging of the legs, irritability
and restlessness. St. Vitus dance is
caused by disordered nerves and blood
—that is why it is always cured by Dr.
Williams' Pink Pills. The pills fill the
veins with pure rich blood, which in
turn soothes and braces the nerves,
making the sufferer well. Mrs. Luff-
man, Poucher’s Mills, Ont., tells how
Dr. Williams’' Pink Pills cured her
daughter Louise. “I do not think it
possible,”” says Mrs. Luffman, * that
anyone could be afllicted with a more
severe form of St. Vitus dance than that
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arms and legs would twiteh and jerk,
her face was drawn, and finally her left
side became numb as though paralyzed.
Her speech became thick and indistinct
and she could neither stand still nor sit
down. Two doctors attended her, but
gave her no benefit. The last doctor
who attended her told me she would
never get better. It was ab this dis-
couraging time we decided to give her
Dr. Williams' Pink Pills. After taking
tw) boxes we could see an improve-
ment ; she could sleep better and the
spasms were lesssevere. [Krom that on
she steadily grew better, and after
using eight or ten boxes she was as
strong and healthy a girl as you will
find anywhere, and she has not had the
least symptom of the trouble since.’’

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills are the
surest cure for St. Vitus dance, hysteria,
ncuralgia, nervous exhaustion, paral-
ysis, and all the nervous troubles of

THEO®. NOEL, Geologist,
TORONTO, ONT.

@Gouncational.

THE . ...

BELLEVILL
BUSINESS
COLLEGE LIMIT R0

We teaeh full commearcial course,
As well as full shorthand course.
Full elvil service course,

Full telegraphy course.

Our graduates in every deparimom)
are to:day fSilling the best positioms.
Write for catalogne. Address

J. FRITH JEFFERS, M. A.
Address: Belleville, Ont. PRINOIPA’

ASSUMPTION + COLLEGE.

BANDWICH, ONT.

E

men, women and children. But you
must get the genuine b the full
name, ** Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for
‘ale People,” on the wrapper around
every box. Sold by all medicine deal-
ers,or sent post paid at H0 cents a box,or
six boxes for $2 50 by writing the Dr.
Williams' Medicine Co., Brockville,
Ont.

Tur DEMON, DYsPErsiA, — In olden time it
wag a p. pular belicf that demons moved in
vigibly through the ambient alr, secking to
enter into men and trouble them, At the pre
gent day the demon, dyspepaia, is av large in
the same way, secking habitation in those who
by careless or unwise living invite him. And
once ho enters a man 1t i diflicult to dislodge
him. He that finda himself so possessed should
know that a valiant friend to do battle for him
with the umsoen foe is Parmelee’s Vegotable
Pills, which are ever ready for the trial.

A GENERAL FAVORITE- In every place where
introduced Dr, Thomas' Koloctrio Oil has not
failod to establish a reputation, showing that
the sterling ualities which it possesses are
valued every where when they become known.
It is in general uee in Canada, the West Indles
and Australia as a household medicine and the
demand for it each year shows thay it is a
fivorite wherever used.

One of the greatest bleesings to parents in
Mother Graves' Worm Exterminator it effectu-
ally expels worms and gives health in a mar-
vellous manner to the little one.

CONTINUE

HE RYUDIES EMBRAOE TET QLA %%

I0AL and Commerciai Coursos Téiid s
inciuding sll ordinary expenses, §160 per &7,

num. For Ml particalars apply te
~uv, D, Coamixe, OM°
ST. JEROME’'S COLLEGH

BERLIN, ONT. CANADA. (G.T.R)

Commercial Course
features,

High School or Academic Course — Propars
ation for Professional 8tudies.

College or Arie Course — Preparation fog
Degrees and S8eminaries.

Board and Tuition per Annum, §140,00
For Catalogue Address—
REV. JOHN FEHRENBACH, C.R., Prey

with Businesa Colloge

THE FALL TERM

i ,?} RORTHER

will begin on Thursday, Sept. 4th.
The large new wing. now being built to' the
College, will be completed and furnished dur-
ing the holidays and wiil be cpened on that
date, The Northern 18 the only business
g'ﬂlll‘un‘ in Cauada owning a college build-
ing. The new wing will provide accommo-
dation for 150 more students, Send for circu-
Iar degcribing our courses of study which are,
Business Coursge, Shorthand and Typewriting
Course, Preparatory Course. Address:

AT THE

C. A. Fleming, Principal, Owen Soundes
Ww. J, ELLIOTT, D. A. MCLACHLAN,
Pregident. Principal,

Those who are galning flesh
and strength by regular treat-
ment with

Scott's Emulsion

should continue the treatment

7 )CENTRAL > 17

STRATFORD. ONT.~

The best commerciel echool in Western One

in hot weather; smaller dose tario without excepti T i
€ r t exception. The attendance thi

adnd lﬁlltle cool milk with It will 1 year has been the largest in its hlulnr)‘.t All”
o away with any oh{ectlon | dress the college for handsome catalogue. Fall

which t8 attached to fatty pro=-
ducts during the heated A
.enlon.s Aitor s — —_—
end for free sample, muatues of the Sacred Heard, the bie
$COTT & BOWNE, Chemists, Virgin, 8t, Anthony, (colored) i inches hne.l'
Terente, O Very artistically made, Suitable for bedroom

term opens Sept, Hrh,

which attacked my daughter. Her

gos. and $1.00; all druggists or parlor. Price one dollar each. ( Oash bo ag.
oompany order.) Address, Thomas Coftsy,
P CaTrOLIC Rkc =D London, Ontaric,




