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‘“approved"Vnd'"î““m.nend*«l by the Arch- have had so many false reports regard- the barons who wrested Irom the

ing the Pope’s relations with Spain
burouirh. EndOadeni.iiura, N. V.. end thefleray that we have good reason to doubt the 
throughout the Dominion. truth of these allegations until lhey 

are confirmed. There is, however, no 
doubt the Holy Father would be pleased 
to see Spain’s troubles ended. She has 
been harrassed during nearly the 
whole century except the last nineteen 
years, and it is highly desirable she 
should once more have a chance for

fall together. Uod lias raised up Ilm lodge 
as lie raised up ht. John to prepare the wav 
for the coming of the kingdom. When it i, 
true to this mission it will prosper R,,, 
Masonry has also a lesson to teach the 
Church in these days. Masonry owes its 
great success to its principle of brotherhood 
It emphasizes this and endeavors to bird all 

whatever creed or political belief it 
dy. All classes of men meet ou the 
nd part on the tquare. This principle 

the Church needs to-day, for it has hist it. 
original practice and belief in this respect ”

fraudulently taken, la made through 
the Influence of the confeealonal, aa In 
the present Inatance. We have known 
of many such instances in Canada, and 
we know that similar cases of restitu
tion have occurred in all parts of the 
world, for It la one of the conditions of 
absolution that it cannot be given by 
the priest unless the penitent truly re
pent of his past sins. In cases of jus 
tice where an injury has been Inflicted 
on any one, whether In his person, 
property, or character, full restitution 
must be made as far as it is possible. 
In the Chicago case, the injury was 
evidently to property, and the restitu
tion was therefore made In money.

Under such a law, the Influence of 
the Confessional is evidently good, as 
It leads the sinner to true repentance. 
Thus is refuted the pretence which 
Protestant controversialists have con
stantly dinned Into our ears, that It 
makes the sinner worse. The doctrine 
of priestly absolution Is, therefore, a 
very fitting means whereby Christ 
brings sinners to repentance, 
have already shown that even English 
Protestantism is fast coming back to 
this view.

A CHAPTER OF MIRACLES.
Itenmrkable Cure» Effected Tbrou 

Hie Intereeeelon of tile Veuei'n 
.ArotolilebopMeuninnn.

Catholic Standard and Times.
" Mrs. E. H-—,now sixty seven ye 
old, contracted about eight years ag 
serious rheumatic affection. ! 
walked from room to room with 
treme difficulty, and if she wlshei 
descend the stairs she was compellei 
walk backwards, in this most pe 
ful condition she remained about elf 
teen months. She tried many rem 
its, but without success. Then A
H------heard about the mlracul
cures wrought through the intercecs 
of the blessed Bishop Neumann. 1 
resolved to visit the grave of the V 
erable Servant of God on the first 1 
day of every month for nine months 
honor of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, i 
to pray for her recovery at the t 
Bishop's grave. In the meantime 
applied no remedies. Not until a 
the fifth and sixth visits did she 
relieved. After the last visit she 
entirely cured. For three years 
was free from rheumatic pains ; t 
there was a partial return of the r 
ady, which manifested Itself In varl 
parts of her somewhat corpulent bt 
but not in her knees, where formi 
the evil was located. She is now a 
in spite of her corpulency and old e 
to move about with all ease. 
11EAL1XO of a rupture of a lit 

BOY.
July 7, 1890, Mrs, B------gave b

to a boy bearing the signs of a i 
ture.
her husband made a visit to a frl 
living at some distance and retur 
home in a wagon late in the event 
At the end of the journey the child 
gan to scream as If In great pain, 
examination showed that the joltin 
which the infant had been subjecte 
the wagon had aggravated the o 
plaint and the rupture appeared 
large as a hen's egg. The next 
the woman took the child to the ( 
dren's Hospital. It was declared 
the child was too small to wear a tr 
and as the swelling had disappei 
tor the time no remedy was appl 
Alter six weeks the swelling ri 
peared, and its aspect 
serious.
child to an expert doctor in the vi 
itv, who diagnosed the case as a < 
piete rupture and prescribed medic 
Later on he ordered a truss, 
mother took the child to a truss < 
pany, whose sergeons found a do 
rupture. The entrails of the deli 
body projected at two points. A t 
was constructed, which was to be v 

ths. If the trouble

.Tfmen 
one bod 
level a:

It has, further, been shown that the 
tyrant John the Magna Charts, as his Fathers of the Church from the very 
signature to that charter of English beginning have uniformly taught the 
liberty, as first among the barons, necessity of confession. These consti- 
proves beyond a doubt. lute a chain of witnesses, proving

The war declared by Napoleon I. beyond dispute what has been the con- 
agalnst the Pope also proves that the slant belief of the Church in regard to 
Church can maintain the cause of lib- this doctrine, that the doctrine was 
erty, for it was because the latter gave taught In the Apostolic age, and was 
an example of courage to all Europe handed down from the Apostles from 
by refusing to obey the despotic com- generation to generation to the present 
mand of the French emperor that the time.
war was declared ; and tbat command So powerful is the Catholic argument 
was that all the ports of Europe should that during the last fifty years the 
be closed to the commerce of Protest- movement of High Churchlsm has act
ant Great Britain. ually almost brought back the Church

But, perhaps, the progress of the of England to the ancient Catholic be- 
Church in the United States is the best lief on this point, 
evidence that the Church does not need It is true that a large section in that 
a despotic atmosphere in which to Church still clings to the negative doc 
thrive, for in that Republic she has in- trine of Protestantism, that priestly 
creased from 40,000 to at least 10,000,- absolution is a “ vain superstition and 
000 in a century. In Canada the an unwarranted assumption and usur- 
Church has progressed likewise, though pation on the part of the clericals or 
not to so remarkable a degree. It is sacerdotalists but the fact remains 
true that Canada is not a Republic, but that even If the sacerdotalists still cou- 
it has free institutions, and is, perhaps, stitute a minority in the Church, their 
quite as democratic in its form of gov- activity and zeal are such that they 
ernment as the United States itself. are able to control nearly all the dio- 

The true position of the Church is cesan synods in England and Canada, 
that she can exist and flourish under as well as those of the Protestant Epis- 
any form of government, because she copal Church of the United States, 
is not of this world, but comes from Regular and frequent confession is now 
God, and her commission is to teach all an established practice of the Church of 
nations, whether they be republics or England in whatever form it exists, 
monarchies, free or despotic, but in and in ail the countries which have 
every case she will maintain her liberty Churches belonging to what is claimed 
to teach, and, where it is necessary, to be the “ Pan-Anglican world.” 
she will intervene to protect the people There also is at least one service in 
from tyranny, the Commmunion Prayer Book of

The discussion at the meeting of the Anglicanism which is held to be a 
French Academy turned chiefly on the justification of the High Church claim 
propriety of the intervention of the that Christ gave power to the priests 
State in moral and social questions, of His Church to forgive sins, namely 

The Count de Mun is the leader of the Order of the Visitation of the Sick. 
the Catholic party in the Chamber of In this service the 11 priest ” (so called) 
Deputies which favors State interven- is required to move the sick person to 
tlon in such matters. make a special confession of his sins,

As a new member of the Academy he and after this is done, he must absolve 
delivered an address eulogizing his him in almost the identical words 
predecessor, Jules Simon, as is the eus- which are used by a Catholic priest in 
tom, and while so doing he stated that giving absolution. This form of abso- 
he owes to M. Simon's reasoning the lution asserts that the power of forgiv- 
views he takes upon the subject above ing sins has been given by Christ to 
referred to. While maintaining hie the priests of His Church, 
views on the subject of State interven- It is a well-known fact that this form 
tion, as, for example, to give justice to of absolution had fallen into disuse 
the laborer, he enunciated his convie- until it was revived by the great Ox- 
tion that for the progress of religion ford movement, and the promoters of 
and morality it is necessary the State this movement very reasonably argued 
should be an aid to the Church. that if such a power exists in the

M. de Haussonville, the President of priesthood it ought to be used to re- 
tho Academy, differed from the learned concile sinners with God at other times 
Count on both these points, saying that than when death is imminent, as the 
the Count de Mun would give the sinner is bound at all times to recon- 
Church, indirectly, political influence, elle himself to God as soon as possible. 
He himself would have the Church alone On this point the anti-Sacerdotalists
deal with social and moral questions, have been undoubtedly routed by their 
and he twitted the Count that the zealous adversaries, and in spite of 
latter would “ make the government themselves they have been compelled 
of France, the sergeant of Christ. " to use the form of absolution, to some 

In regard to the Count de Mun's extent, to save the credit of their 
view that the State should aid the Church which prescribes it. But as 
Church, he declared his belief that it they had hitherto totally abandoned it 
would be better that there were no and practically taught the people that 
union between Church and State. In it is useless and superstitious, it may 
countries where there is no such union be easily understood that they find but 
—countries where the people rule— few of their own party in the Church 
the Church shows most vigor at the to submit to it, and we have the curl- 
present day. He said : ous spectacle in that Church of one

"Liberty has made it possible for the Calh Party maintaining that Christ has
forTiftL^'yeara^SZut^^'attl-kon'ibe commanded UB t0 hav« our sins for- 
rights which modern society justly prizes, given through the power of absolution,
have'ga hoed ^position ebitlS while mother proclaims from the house 
hated tho Papacy. Thanks to liberty, the tops that there is no such priestly
Catholics of the United States have seen in , ^ J
one century, their number increase from P°wer a*b and >’6t they are com-
StH JO^tolLcSr'They have pe“ed t0 attempt t0 exerdse lt at a 

covered the country with churches, schools, certain moment in the life of each ot
and charitable institutions, and now in that their narishinnerfl ' Th« nnaitl/xn
great democracy where their priests take so parisnioners lhe position
important a position, they are the most united, would be an amusing one if it did not
most powerful and most numerous of Chris- „„„„„ • _____ , . .
tian bodies. It would be an insult to the occ^r in regard to so serious a matter 
Catholics of France to doubt that they can be as the salvation of the souls of all man- 
equally devoted, earnest, and generous. ” kind

It is not our intention to make this

A BETORT COURTEOUS.
N. Y. Freeman's Journal.

Mr. G. W. E. Russel, in his “Col
lections and Rscollections,’’ relates the 
following incident connected with 
Emperor William’s visit to the Pope 
It illustrates the “ fine Italian hand ” 
in the way of retort courteous.

When the German Emperor paid his 
visit to Leo XIII. Count Herbert Bismarck 
was in attendance on his imperial master 
and when they reached the door of the 
Pope’s audience chamber the Emperor 
passed in. and the Count tried to follow. \ 
gentleman of the Papal Court motioned him 
to stand back, as there must be no third per
son at the interview between the Pope and 
the Emperor. ‘Iam Count Herbert Bis
marck.’ shouted the < ierinan, as he struggled 
to follow his master. ‘That,’ replied the 
Roman with calm dignity, ' may account 
for, but it does not excuse, your conduct. ”

Correspondence intended for publication, as 
well aa that having reference to business, 
should he directed to the proprietor, and must 
reach London not later than Tuesday morning. 
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ACCOMPANIED II Y A PAULIST.
prosperity through an honorable peace.

The last expedition with troops for 
Manila wan accompanied by the Rev. 
FranclH Brooke Doherty, one of the 
New York Pauliet Fathere, well known 
throughout the United States aa an 
eloquent and euccoeslul missionary. 
He goes at the special request of 
Major General Merritt, who is to be 
Governor of the Philippines when 
their capture from the Spaniards is 
completed. Major General Merritt 
asked the Paulists to furnish a priest 
knowing the Spanish language well, 
who might explain to the natives of the 
islands, most of whom are Catholic», 
that their religion will not be endan
gered In case of the conquest of the 
Islands by the United States, and 
that the American soldiers will not loot 
their churches. The uumber of islands 
is about l,;t00, and it appears that the 
report has gained credence among the 
islanders thst the invaders, being Pro- 
Icsiauis, would desecrate ui destroy 
everything suggestive of Catholicity. 
Father Doherty expectr to bo able to 
correct any such impression. Thus it 
appears that in spite of Apaism Cath
olic influence, as well as valor, is 
deemed a very desirable thing in criti
cal times.

METHODIST UNITY.

Many people are under the impres
sion that the several Methodist churches 
which existed In Canada a few years 
ago had become one body. This is not 
the case, entirely, as last week the an
nual conference of “the British Method
ist Episcopal Church" was held in To
ronto, and it was reported that the 
Church is progressing satisfactorily, 
the increase in membership during the 
past year having amounted to two 
hundred. The churches which united 
some years ago were “ the Wesleyan 
and Episcopal Methodist churches. ’’ It 
appears the “British Episcopal Method - 
lets" were not invited into the union ; 
and the reason will appear when we 
state that this is the Methodist Church 
of the colored people of Canada. It 
does not appear that our Methodist 
friends, even in Canada, have yet 
come to regard the man who has a 
tinge of African blood in his veins as 
his equal before God.

We are, of course, aware that on 
the other side of the line the color 
question was a burning issue before 
the civil war, and it is not a matter for 
surprise that there should have been a 
distinct Methodist Church for the 
multitude of colored Methodists there, 
but it does seem anomalous that this 
discrimination should be brought inti 
Canada, where there never was a 
slavery issue.

The doctrine of St. Paul was : “ In
one spirit were we all baptized into 
one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, 
whether bond or free.” (1 Cor. xii., Id.) 
It would seem, our white Methodist 
friends cannot accept this teaching so 
far as to admit the colored race to par
take of the same sacraments, and lis
ten to tho preaching of the same gos
pel, with them.

Our readers generally are aware 
that this color question was deemed of 
so much importance that it caused a 
division of the Methodist Church in the 
United States into North and South, 
and the division Is not yet healed.

Beside the B. M. E. Church, there is 
also a distinct Church known as 
" Primitive Methodists," and the Meth
odists themselves generally claim that 
the sect known as “ Bible Christians ’’ 
also belongs to them. “ Behold how 
good, and how pleasant it is for breth
ren to dwell together in unity.” i,Ps. 
132.)

We

CAUTION !
1‘hitadelphla Catholic Standard and Timor

Considerable quantities of literature 
are being disseminated in this country 
by the Rev. P. M. Barrai, D. D., dat
ing from “the Bethlehem Apostolic 
School," Lucerne, Switzerland, and 
purporting to be sent “with ecclesias
tical approbation.” Now we have the 
word of a very well known authority 
who has traveled over the ground that 
he knows of no such institution In 
Lucerne. Father Barrel’s record in 
the United States is not such as to 
title him to the confidence of the Cath
olic public, we are credibly informed. 
Hence all those who are charitably dis
posed would do well to cast their eyes 
around them here and see if there be 
no worthy object of Christian help ere 
sending their offerings off to a doubt
ful goal.

FARCICAL RELIGIOUS SERV
ICES.

There is often a good deal of balder
dash spoken in public orations, and on 
feast days when societies or associa
tions meet to proclaim annually the 
glorious work in which they are en
gaged we are often disposed to pardon 
their self-laudations even when we 
know them to be exaggerations. They 
may indeed often themselves imagine 
that they are speaking the strict truth, 
and that the work they are engaged in 
is really as noble and world wide as 
they represent it to be.

But surely it not merely borders 
upon profanity but it is actually pro
fane to bring these exaggerations in
to a church and to give them in the 
character of a religious service con
ducted by a clergyman.

This is frequently done 'by the 
Masonic confraternity, especially on 
St. John the Baptist’s festival, as the 
Masons are accustomed to claim St, 
John as their patron saint. This year 
we have noticed the repetition of this 
violation ot the second commandment 
of the decalogue, and sermons have 
been preached which are so palpable a 
violation of truth that we can only 
wonder that any so called minister of 
the gospel can be found to participate 
in the profanity.

As an example of it we may take a 
sermon published in the Detroit Free 
Press of the 27th ult., and which 
preached to the Free Masons of that 
city on Sunday in St. Stephen's church 
by the Rev. W. S. Sayres.

The preacher must have been quite 
aware that the preposterous claims of 
Free Masonry, to be connected either 
with St. John the Baptist, or Moses, or 
Kings Solomon and Adonhiram, or with 
the building of Solomon’s temple, 
without foundation in tact, and 
Invented merely for the purpose of 
catching the fancies of those who take 
part in these annual celebrations, yet 
he did not hesitate to give encourage
ment to such fable by his language re 
ferring to the grand history of Free
masonry with its wonderful antiquity 
and great actions achieved—as they 
claim.

The speaker described the mission of 
St John,who is one of the patron saints 
of Masonry, He showed how grand and 
great a character St. John had become 
under the conditions of his life in the 
wilderness.

He continued his panegyric of St. 
John to considerable length, saying:

" St. John lived for thirty years in the 
solitude of the rugged and majestic scenery 
between Jerusalem and the Jordan. God 
and nature and the wild beasts were his only 
companions. He was a Nazarile, or one 
consecrated to God. His hair and beard un
cut, his clothing the rough camel’s hair, his 
food the locust and wild honey. Thus he 
grew up in communion with God, hearing 
(.mis voice in the thunder's crash and the 
wild storm wind, seeing God's love in the 
tender foliage aid effervescence of 
leajiu " ”

After six weeks the mother

en-

was even n 
The mother then carried‘THE END JUSTIFIES THE 

MEANS.
Catholic Union ar.d Times.

Waverly, N. Y., June 27. 
Editor Catholic Union and Times.

Rev. and Dear Sir :-Do the Jesuits teach 
to adhere to the doctrine "That the eud 
iestities the means," and if so, on what 
authority V Is it not anti-1 'atliolic V 

A Protestant lady and member of the 
Episcopal Church made this statement In mo 
a few days ago. 1 told her that 1 thought it 
was a mistake, but not being well informed 1 
could not argue the question. A response 
through the Union and Times will much 

’ ' - Inquirer.
It is gross calumny to accuse the 

Jesuits of either teaching or conniving 
at so un-Catholic a doctrine. This, 
indeed, Is one of the calumnies with 
which their enemies have charged 
them, but when proof was demanded 
they could only reply by silence or 
wretched quibbling. The same charge 
was reiterated by the late Bishop Coxe 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
this city, but when publicly challenged 
to prove the accusation from any Jesu
it utterance, written or oral, he sig
nally failed. The Union and Times, 
at the time, replied surprised that so 
careful a reader of the paper as “In
quirer ” does not recall the discussion. 
To say that the Jesuits ever held the 
doctrine that “the end justifies the 
means ” is to utter an infamous cal
umny against a learned and religious 
body.

EXCOMMUNICATION OE A POL 
ISH PRIEST.

The Holy Father, Pope Leo, has 
formally excommunicated the Rev. 
Anthony Koslowskl, the Polish priest 
who endeavored, and is still endeavor
ing, to establish throughout the United 
States, a Polish National Church of 
which he shall be the Bishop, or 
Patriarch, or perhaps Pope, or what
ever title he may think proper to 
assume, lie has succeeded lu getting 
four or five small congregations to put 
themselves into a state of schism with 
him, for the Poles are good Catholics, 
though there are turbulent spirits 
among them : hence they understand 
thoroughly the necessity of keeping 
to the unity of the Church, so that the 
schismatic priest makes no real head
way among them, Of course the 
theory of independent Natioual 
Churches cannot be tolerated in the 
Church, as It fs subversive of Catholic 
unity : but this theory becomes still 
more absurd when it is made a pretext 
for establishing a Church for every 
loreign nationality in any one country.

eighteen mon 
maiued at the expiration of that ti 
an operation would be necessary.

In consequence of wearing this t 
the child suffered intense pain, and 
compassionate mother removed it i 
the first day. She wished to repla 
but being ignorant ol the method, 
again called on the doctor, who pi 
on, but wrong. The pains bee 
more intense. In her agony 
woman took the child in her artr
her sister in law, Mrs. McL------to
advice. The latter had heard ol 
miraculous cures effected througi 
intercession of the Venerable Ser 
of God, John Nepomucene Neum 
especially that of a blind girl w 
eyesight had been restored.
McL------advised the mother to visi
holy Bishop’s tomb and pray for th 
covery of the child, proposing al 
same time to accompany her. Ha 
arrived at the tomb the mother pi 
the child upon the marble and s 
“ Nnw beg the holy Bishop that he 
heal you as he did the little blind g 
praying at the same time herself : 
holy Bishop, it is so hard for me t 
the child suffer so much ; if you 
heal it, I will publish it for your 1 
and glory. ” After this she 
three Our Fathers and three 
Marys, and her sister-in law did 
name. From the first moment the 
was placed upon the tombstone c 
Venerable Servant of God it was q 
signifying that all pain had cei 
The mother took the child home, 
happened Nov. 2, 189G. The 
day she only removed the bant 
All of the rupture had vanished an 
not since re-appeared. After a
had elapsed Mrs. B----- , in com
with her sister in-law, took the eh 
the renowned surgeon, Dr. Groi 
convince herself of the cure. H 
amination occupied over an hour 
at its conclusion he declared thi 
rupture was to be found on the 
of the child, and if anything t 
kind had existed, it had been com 
ly cured. He told the mother 
place the truss upon the child 
more, it having worn it only 1 
The child is now a hearty boy, at 
since not even felt nor had a sig: 
rupture.
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PREJUDICE vs EXAMPLE.

Prejudice is sometimes wholly un
sentimental and may better be termed 
misinformation ; this is quickly set 
right by earnest statement of truth, 
followed up by good reading. Other 
prejudice is an evil disposition of the 
mind, a sentiment of aversion, often of 
hatred, instilled by early associations. 
Nothing remedies this so well as con
stant and uniform good example : 
sterling honesty in business, absolute 
truthfulness, kindly manners, patience 
in adversity, all associated with intel
ligent, practical Catholicity. On the 
contrary, bad example hinders conver
sions by deepening prejudice. Some
times a 11 Catholic" picnic does more 
harm than a non-Cathollc mission does 
good.—The Missionary.

ANTI SEMITISM.

It is unfortunate that the wave of 
anti Hemitisin which began in Russia 
and passed throughout Austria, Ger
many and France, has broken out Into 
actual violence In Galicia,or Austrian 
Poland. In Russia, the government it
self bitterly persecuted the Jews. In 
France, there was no further violence 
than expressions of Indignation, and 
threatenlngs against the race because 
of their attempt to shield Capt. Drey
fus, who was convicted of treason. In 
Berlin and Vienna there was no vio
lence, but in the present outbreak In 
Galicia, some Jews have been mas
sacred. This outbreak seems to have 
been caused by agitators who per 
euaded tho peasants that the distress 
under which they are suffering was 
paused hv money grasping Jews. 
Austria has also so many different races 
within its bounds that these races fre
quently rise against each other, and 
this has also had something to do with 
the present trouble, 
doubt, however, that tho lnlluences of 
religion will be more powerful In re
pressing the fiery temper of tho mob 
than any military demonstration, as 
the Galicians are Catholics.

LIBERTY AND CATHOLICISM

At the meeting of the French Acad
emy, called also “ the Immortals,” on 
the occasion of the admission of the 
Count de Mun into that body, an inter
esting discussion took place on the 
question of the effects of the political 
freedom which is now becoming so 
generally aspired to by most of the 
civilized nations of the world, on 
Catholicism.

It has been customary with the autl- 
Cathollc press to assert that the Catho 
lie faith is Incompatible with free in
stitutions, that the Church must decline 
in a Republic, that she Is inseparably 
bound up with the monarchial form of 
government, and that absolution is the 
form which best suits her constitution 
and doctrine.

The refutation of these assertions 
is to be found In the facts 
that she has flourished and is 
nourishing in many Republics, aud 
that most of tho violent disputes be
tween Church aud State which are re-

CONTROVERSIAL SERMONS,
Controversial sermons, of the direct 

and aggressive kind, are nearly al
ways a mistake. There may be occa
sions when a preacher, who Is able to 
do it, may be called upon to reply to 
misrepresentation in good round 
terms, and to carry war into the 
“enemy's camp,” in order to prevent 
the minds of simple people from being 
misled. But this is seldom required in 
ordinary preaching. “ A direct at
tack on erroneous belief,” says a wise 
German religious of our own day, 
“ easily turns into an attack on the 
erroneous believer ; and its effect is 
rather to irritate and

Thus two sincere Catholics may dis
agree on points of policy ou which the 
Church has made no decision, but 
there is no good reason for acerbity 
between the Count de Mun and M. de 
Haussonville. We think, however, 
that the latter is rather extreme in 
both positions which he has taken.

snring.
UK you a greatness in the brilliant 
ot night. Such a man could bo tempted 

by no earthly threats, nor influenced bv 
human blandishments, nor moved by fear of 
man to forsake or compromise truth or deny 
God. Such was Moses, who at forty year 

began a forty years’ exile in the mono- 
tains of binai tending sheep, that he might 
be made fit by communion with God, to be a 
fearless, God fearing leader of His people.”

To this we offer no objection, but the 
whole matter becomes farcical when he 
connects Masonry with the great pre
cursor of our Lord, thus :

an elaborate polemical article, but 
these thoughts arise naturally out of 
an occurrence which took place re
cently in Chicago, and which is thus 
related by a paper of that city ;

Rev. .T. F. X. Hoeffer, S. J , rector of St.
Ignatius’ College, was a few days ago the 
medium by which a conscience stricken 
penitent restored to his employers the sum 
of 1,600 which ho had pilfered. Knowledge 
of the theft came to Father HoetYer through 
the confessional, and therefore it is impos
sible to learn from him how, when, where 
and by whom the money was stolen ; but the 
Chicago and Eastern Railroad Company, 
who were the sufferers aud to whom restitu
tion has been made, say they will try to 
trace the matter in their accounts in order to 
reward the restorer of the money with a good 
position at a larger salary, it he is still in 
their employ As the cash had not been 
missed, the company was very much aston
ished on receipt ot a communication from 
Father HoetYer announcing that he held, 
subject to their order, so considerable a sum 
and an impromptu meeting of the directors 
was held at which much amazement aud 
pleasure was expressed.

It is a frequent occurrence that rest!- 
tutiou of mouey due, or which has been ! bqiug offiy° johTs dLdplethd

HEALING OF A BLINDED CIIIL

A little girl, aged four years, o
E D------, living in the souther
tion of Philadelphia, became da 
ously ill of black measles, from 
she suffered until, through the 
cession of the Venerable Serva 
God, John Nepomucene Neuman 
was entirely cured. The pois 
disease manifested itself principa 
the face and in the eyes of th 
child. The skin of the face bur 
there was constant suppuration, 
made necessary the continuous a 
atiou of cloths. The left eye w 
tirely blinded and the right ot
endangered. Mrs. D------consult
physician after another, but 
could help her. Seven doc to 
dared that the child would beco 
tirely blind, nay, they were ful 
vinced that the child would m 
long, One of them predicted 
within six months, The mother 
the child for two months in a ht 
where all possible means weri

Wo have no

embitter
than to render him docile and win 
him over. The spiritual teacher 
should therefore avoid, as a general 
rule, the polemical treatment of dog- 

It is only when, in a parish, 
pernicious errors are springing up, 
when the seeds tjf unbelief and heresy 
are being sown among the faithful 
secretly or openly, by word or by 
writing, that tho pastor finds himself 
forced to make a direct attack on lying 
and impiety, to expose the evil, and to 
crush it by the power of truth."

But tho most useful sermon is the one 
which contains an exposition of Cath
olic truth from a common standpoint 
done in tho most attractive way,—Tho 

refuses to Missionary,

corded in history have occurred under 
despotic forms of government.

Under the old Republic of Venice 
the Church was in a nourishing condi
tion. It may bo said that Venice, 
though a Republic in name, was in 
fact a despotism, and there is much 
truth In tho remark, aud, in fact, this 
was the cause of many disputes be
tween Church and State under the re
gime of the doges, the Church standing 
for tho rights of the people.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE 
CONFESSIONAL.

The example of St. John is peculiarly 
sigmhcant for the Masonic order. Masonry 
professes to have taken up St. John’s mis- 
Biqn. If it does this truly then its work is to 
point to Christ as greater than itself. It is 
while in touch with the world, to gather in 
train "h? .!'re,Seilrch. 01 light, and to
ward to Christ lor more light, 
not to be looked upon as 
a means
The true Mason _ ............
ciples of his profession to'becomeVtnm 
Christian, "lie lodge does not profess to 
give eternal life, nor spiritual birth. Thee 
call only come irom the Church A 
Mason who stops at tho lodge stops' with

It has often been debated in the 
course of polemical discussion, whether 
or not the results of the Confessional 
arc for good or evil. Protestantism 
abolished the Confessional, and as a 
matter of course it had to find reasons 
to prove that it was justified in so 
doing, lt maintained that neither 
Christ nor the Bible imposes on man 
tho obligation ol confessing his sins to 
man, though admitting that the duty

THE HOLY FATHER AND 
SPAIN.

A cable despatch states that the U ly 
Father Is greatly disquieted by the 
fear that Spain is threatened with two 
now dangers—that of a Cat-list rising, 
and that of a Republican insurrection.
It isaddedthatilisHoliness wrote recent
ly to the QueeuRegent advising her by Outside of Venice we find only two 
no means to abdicate, as her doing so ' Republics having any considerable au-

tna.

à^^elôpATmjhaMhrwSrSoon-

vun-ou upju na an end in itself, hut 
of approach to something better. 
Masou is bound by all the prin-
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