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And shall not we, in the midst of increasing dark-
ness, adore in fuller measure, the God who has
revealed to us, not only a heavenly and glorified
Christ, but our place in Him, and has given Him
to us as an object that we may reflect Him more
perfectly in this world? Such are the blessings
given to fill our hearts with joy and gratitude.
How many Christians there are, who, seeking a
place in the world, walk down here with bowed
heads as they see the state of things around them,
and vex their souls from day to day, as just Lot
did of old—but such is not our part ; we are not
called to be Lots, nor to act like him down here. '
Our portion is with Abraham, the friend of God,
who was not disheartened by the ruin. Asa
Nazarite he kept his place on his high mountain,
his eyes fixed—not on Sodom, but—on the city
which hath foundations. Jesus said of him :
‘*“ Abraham rejoiced to see My day ; and he saw
it and was glad” (John viii. 50). Ah! rather
than be discouraged, let us praise God, and thank
Him for the heavenly treasure He has given us in
Christ,

Like so many Christians of the present day,
Manoah was filled with fear when he found him-
self in the presence of God. ** He said to his
wife, we shall surely die, because we have seen
God” (ver. 22). His companion was a true help-
meet for him. Is there any room for fear, said
she, when God has accepted our offering ? The
love of God, proved to us at the cross, is the
positive guarantee for everything else. *‘‘ He that
spareth not His own Son, but delivered Him up
for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things? ” (Rom. viii. 32.)

( To be continued, D.V.)




