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might shew the exceeding riches of His grace, in 
His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus,” 
or by His dealing., with regard to the Church : the 
wisdom of God, the righteousness of His ways, 
and the counsels of His grace on this ‘-abject, are 
largely and las alt revelation) perfectly set forth 
in the writings of Paul. John takes up another 
point, that of the communication of the divine 
nature, what that nature is, and, consequently, 
xvhat God is, whether in His living manifestations 
in Christ, or in the life which He communicates to 
others*. Without this community of 
munion were impossible ; for darkness can have 
no fellowship with light. But, as we have already 
seen, the apostle goes still further : we dwell in 
God, and God in us, by the Holy Ghost ; and thus, 
as far as we are capable of it, we enjoy what God 
is in Himself, and become the manifestation of Him 
(the limit to this manifestation being only in the 
vessel in which God has taken up His abode). 
How great are the varied riches of the goodness 
of God ! This communion with Him, which raises 
us as far as possible towards the fulness of Him 
w'ho reveals Himself in us, is certainly something 
very sweet and precious ; but the tenderness of 
God toward

nature corn­

us, poor pilgrims on the earth, and 
, His faithful love, so needed in our weakness to 
carry us onward to the goal, are not less so.

The testimony of Peter, in his first epistle, 
treats of that which God is for the pilgrim, and-of 
what the latter should be for God. The resurrec-


