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er case of Cotton Wash Goods arrived

direct from Manchester, consisting” of Muslins, Cot-

mEumnes, Light Weight Vestings, etc., making
ir Wash Goods Section complete for your immedi-

e wants.

Hewlﬂ!eﬂ Vesting in fine light weight in White and Light

Florals and Fancy Stripes, very effective for waists and suits,

very special value, at 35c. and - - - 26¢
White Ground Dimity Muslins with Black and Colored

Spots and figures, fast color and serviceable, very damty effects,

regular 15c value, on sale special at - - - 10c¢

Wall Paper and Carpets.

The convenience of selecting your Garpet and Wall Paper in
one departiment will be greatly appreciated by many who have ex-
perienced the difficulty of selecting Wall Paper in one store and
carpet in another,

IN WALL PAPERS we give you choice of designs from
‘the complete output of one of the largest factories in America.

IN OARPETS we show you a range of prices and designs
excelled by no house in Western Ontario.

Wall Papers from 5¢. a Roll to $3.00
Oarm from 12%c a Yard to $1.50

mm your hat come in and see us. You will ‘oot
ON OF TRIMMED MILLINERY is the

be ﬂsptwd at the style, quality and effect produced in .our
HATS at $6.00 40 $7.

Fhos. Stou; & Son,

- ‘Members  of t.he Canadmn Dry Goods
yndwuu;»w ﬂ&otyon Dollars.
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Trout 76 pet lb. h #

nabernel 250, A
s 250,

uert Bisouits 8¢ b,

b, ‘off all package :

aly. X ¥

y per -1b, 2 g

1 B.olled. Oats 250,

Riscuits Bo lb.

Soda Bisouits 8o Ib,

b6 quart, 4
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dish sale. We can

uality and pl’ioe.
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- 1An ear[y importation ‘of Japanese Fancy

B’;:Juldmm:u $1.25 up; Fern Pots, $3.50 up ; Rose Jars, 4oc and 6oc.;

China Just Opened out. Lovers of Fine
China are Delighted with Our New
- Goods. Every Piece is Useful.

35¢.; Chocofite Pots, $1.75 up ; 5 o'clock Tea Sets, $300
Celery ny: $1.25 up ; Spoon Trays, 25c.; Fancy Plates, $3.50 Doz,
onniase ssc. ElcluCn aad Saucers, 10c up; . Choice Salts

T Rdﬂmchmce, come early. g7 CASH
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. day or two

Russia and Japan.

May Proclaim an Armistice—~But ' the
National Assembly is Likely to De:
cide on War or Peace—Pourpariers
Are Being Conducted on the Under-
standing That Russia Will Cede
Neither Territory Nor Pay Indemnity

London, March 31.—The correspon-
dent at St. Petershurg of The Times
cables: —“My repeated announcements
of the proximity of peace are confirmed
to-day by information from unimpeach-
able sources, showing that Russia and
Japan have selected President Roose-
velt as a mediator, that negotiations
are already in progress, and that the
suspension of hostilities may be shortly
expected.

“The Russian Government this morn-
ing issued a categorical denial of the
reports published abroad that it had
formulated conditions upon which it
would be possible to gonclude peace.
This is literally and technically true,
but I can assert upon the best author-
ity that Russia has stated the condi-
tions that she cannot accept, namely,
a war ind ity and the ion of
territory.

“The .decision upon this point was
reach¢d at a private council at Tazar-
skoe-Selo, attended by Count Lams-
dorff and M. Witte. The council was
the result of a meeting of the Advisory
Council of War, consisting of Generals
Crodekeff and Komoroff, under the
presidency of Grand Duke Nicholas
Niecolaivitch, which, being requested by
the Emperor to report upon the pros-.
pects of the war, declared that a suc-
cessful unw was net to be expccted‘i

“Co com unmte
what #&&g uj ln.s négative
propoula to the French Government &
To France, indeed,_
belongs the credit of promp,un; her
alley to enter into peace negotiations,
and, in spite of the indignant outery
of several Russian newspapers, theére

is no denying the powerful influence of
the peace campaign opened  in the
French press tollowlng the faﬂm o;
the French loan.

“The Bg ians, of course, are still
unaWare otgtﬂﬁ'sncommencemem of peace
negotiations, but, notwithstanding the
official denial published this morning,
and the boastful assertion of the war
!\MY, the. conviction that peace is near
is Tt would; howewver; |
‘be ‘presumptuous to expect an eaply
conclusion of any treaty., It ts the 6p-
inion of the highest and most influen-
tial Russians that the question of peace
is altogether dependent upon -internal
conditions. .

“If the unrest grows peace may be
hastened, but if contrary to general
expectation, the disorders subside, the
negotiations at Washington will likely
be retarded. If, again, as is. most like-
Iy, the Japanese demands prove incom-
patible with dynastic consideratiens,
the Gevernment will have to resort to
‘a National Assembly to decide the ques-
tion of peace or war. Personally, I be-
lieve this is the only rational solution.
It is rumored to-day that the manifesto
convening the Zemski Sobor will be is-
sued on April Tth, on which date falls
the festival of the Annunciation.

. "Diplomatic circles express the great-
est praise for Count Lamsdorff’'s as-
tuteness in opening the negotiations
with a statement of the negative con-
,ditions, as thereby he reserves a fleld
for compromise. For instance, should
the Japanese insist upon an indemnity
Russia may ke able to offer to retro-
cede the southern portion of Sakhalien.

“It is belleved that Russia is pre-
paring to draft treops to the Siberlan
frontier, and keep Admiral Rojestven~
#sky cruising In eastern waters, so as
to demonstrate her readiness and ability
to prolong the campaign. The selec-
“tion of President Roosevelt as a media-
tor, which was due to" Japanese ini-
thtlve. fs regarded here as evidence
of the excellent discrimination of the

who thereb a firm
 friend, who at the same time will make
it @ point of horior to bring the nege-
0 & successful close, and who,

WTH MLI. ROB&VE[T\

“.Pnco Negotiations On Betwunv
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ClTllENS SUDDENLY AWAKENED
TO FIND 'HOME IN FLAMES

Narrow Escape of Jahnke Family This Morning—Jump-
ed From Window—Good Work of Firemen—Loss to
Merchants Very Heavy.

Wanless’ hardware
lToss; $5,000 insurance.

Jahnke's updertaking establish-
ment and residence—complete
gome insuranoce,

Patterson’s hardware—serious loss
by fire and water; insured,

VonGunten's jewellry store—$2-
000 loss; insured and well covered.

store—$10,000

loss ;

Richards’ bakery—serious ]loss—
mostly Dy water; insured.
This 1s the result of one of the

most serious fires that have visited
Qhatham ju years. It occurred this
morning about 20 minutes to four
o'clock and lasted about five hours
before it was finally extinguished.
Phe cause is a mystery but it is
shpposed to bave started in the par-
tition Dpetween Wanless’ hardware
store and Jahnke's undertaking es-
tablishment.

Shortly after three o’clock this
nforning Will Jahnke and Dan Rob-
ertson returned home from Detroit,
where they witnessed the production
of Ben Hur. When Jahnke returo-
ed 'home be was startled upon open-
ing the front door off King street
to see the inside of the store at the
rear one mass of flames, The smoke
was rapidly tilling the whole build-
1nk and Will made his way up stairs
tg the family's sleepiag apartments

er Wanlegs' store and found every-

obe Neacefully asleep and in ignor-
ance of the dan yer whijch gurround-
ed them. He awoke the family and
then made his way to the telephone
to send m the alarm to the fire
hall. The smoke, however, had by
this time got sv bad that he was
jngable to spedk through the instry-
ment Hd abindoned the 'ghone sod
turned his attention to saving the
inmates ol the house.

About this time the fire avas no-
ticed by a young lad, an apprentice
in Richards’ bakery, who ran to the
fire hall and gave the alarm. In
the meantime the Jabnkes were mak-
ing their escape from the doomed
building, Albert Jahnke secured his
father anpd mother and took them

dowan the staire and arrived safely
on the street, although thev were
almost choked with the smoke, Fred
Munroe also made his way down the
atairs and Will Jabhnke and his sister
Miss Jahnke, were the only two left
in the building. By this time it was
dangerous to attempt to get oat of
the building by the stairway. The
reason they were detained so long
in the building was that Will did
not know his mother had been got
out and he was looking for her. The
only meéans of escape was through
the front window.

The firemen had by this time arriv-
ed on the scene and had streams of
water -playing in the rear of the
building jwhere the tire was located.
Some ofie called to the Chief that
there was eome person at the front
window in ‘the rooms - above Wan-
less’ hardware store, and he immedi-
ately seoured a ladder and'ran to the
front of the building. Miss Jahnke
by this time was seated on the win-
dow waiting for the ladder when the
window sill broke and ahe fell out.
Fortanately Albert was'standing un-
der her and suceeeded in catohing her
in his armis and breaking the fall,
and ehe escaped unhurt, Will

J‘ulmh then appeared at the window

and

ly estimates his loss at 810,000, al-
though it may be more. He is insur-
ed for $5,000. His whole store was
gutted by the fire, but some of the

stock may be saved.

Jahnke’s establishment was com-
pletely destroyed and nothing what-
ever in their part of the building was
saved. The inmates were fortunate
in escaping in their night clothes and
only a few articles of clothing was
saved. One of the famous Jahnke
hounds was burned to death. The
body of the late Mrs. Millady was in
Jahnke’s morgue at the rear of the
building, but was taken out by Fire-
man Tuacker and Henry Gerber.
When Albert got outside he suddenly
thought of a roll of bills which he
had in his room. He dashed back in-
to the building, bat all he could find
was the burned remains of the roll.

Alex. VonGunten escaped the easi-
est of any of the sufferers. His loss
will be about $2,000 mostly in the
work shop up stairs. All of hisstock
of jewellry down stairs was saved
and deposited in Tsphirhart’s music
store and Smith’s ldw office, The
Standard Bank clerks were obliging
to him and took all of his valuable
stock from the safe and deposited
it in the Standard Bank vavlt, Walt-
er Elliott carried $5,000 worth of
diamond rings from the store to the
vault in one trip. The watches and
other jewellry was also looked after
and safely tauken from the store, All
of the optical etuff and tools up
stairs were destroyed and the fix-
tures down stairs were dnma_ged.

L. E. Tillson was a visitor to tne
VonGunten store this morning, He
had a $20 fishiog pole being engrav-
ed 4t VonGunten's and was anxious
to get it. After digging around in
the remaias he found his pole and,
queer to say, it was not damaged in
the least. — s

Mr. Voubumen fortunately has a
new Store alwost ready for him and
he Will move into it at once. His
Jogs is also well covered by insurance,

.. VopGunten was on the scene
early, being called crut of bed by
Dr. Bray.

Mr. Patterson’s loss will be qulte
beavy, His workshop up stairs is
completely gutted and the rear of
the store is badiy burned, The dam-
age in the front shop is causedby
water and also by fire. Mr. Patter-

son carried a darge stock of cart-
ridges ¥nd the fire got in these
cartridges and for about three-
quarters of an hour when the fire
was at its worst these cartridges
exploded one gfter the other, Fire-
man Johnson was on the roof akove
at the time with a stream of water
and he says that during that three-
quarters of an hour he had all the
feelings of a soldier on a battle
field, Harry says he would rather
be a firemwan than a goldier.

Mr. Richards’ loss is mostly from
the Wwater. He saved most of his
show case goods and they were this
morning all piled up in front of the
market. The water, however, has
completely demolished the building.

The firemea were treated to break-’
fast -by Mr, Myles. Dosithe Martin,
Jack Glassford and Alex, Eberts also
extended courtesies to the firemen,

The property owners who ‘lose are
Mr. Jahunke, who owned the store
occupied by himself and the Wanless
store, and W. G, and W. S. Richards’,
who owned the balance of the block,

Albert Jahnke wae on King &t.
this morning attired in a sait of his
brother-in-law’s, who is somewhat
of a larger ‘man. . He was sound
asleep at three o'clock and knew
nothing ‘of the fire, His door was
shut and ‘there was no smoke in his
room. He heard the telephone ring
and, ‘thinking' it was a night oall,
went to answer it. At the door he

suffocated with
tly' fast becoming overcome

gaining towards = the
building. OChief Pritoh-
to him and ran a ladder
tladow. The Chief was

‘th and saocceeded in lift- |
g 3. ke from the wmdow
him onthe sidewalk be-
d no sooner reached the:
he oollapsed and faint-
‘mo - wonder, for Ohief

. in lifting, him from the
is hande badly scorchs

‘the smoke and
.derstand,

the ke and at the
plione et 'his brother Will almost
overcome by -moke, trymg to talk
throl tm was unable
to ma fuderatood and then
Albert tried to %uk thronxh the
me but couddn™. They then went
o arouse ‘the family, Will going to.
tho tnnt of the bui dmtnnd Albert
to the bdok, where his mother and
t&thu- -hge He ‘met his.mother .in
room and wanted her to:
go do\\m lt-ln. She was dazed with |
"didn’t appear to une
, . Ozzie half carried his mo-:
ther to the head of the staive, where
%m tic twe ‘fell to the
ey

MERIT

Is the trade mark of success.

VALUE

Is the ftrue test of cheapness

STYLE

[s theessential in improvement

Did yo ever think about

Style in WALL PAPER?
Where it comes from, who
starts it, if so, you have

had stop bewildered, you did-
‘nt really know more about it
than when vou pegan. This
is a good thing for you, not a
misfortune, you are better off
not to bother your head about
style any more than you
would about the action of a
remedy your doctor gives you.
All you ought to think  about
or care for in the case of the
doctor is to have confidence in
him, All you need to care
for in the matter of Wall Paper
is to have confidence in the
merctant you buy it from aud
that he knows what is correct.
You can well afford to leave it
to us as we make a business of
choosing Wall Paper, especial-
ly for you. Every manufac-
turer in America caters to our
wants and if you want Wall
Paper buy from us and get the
right goods at a reasonable
advance on cost.

Sulman S
Beehive ..

Cor. of King and Sixth St.

the east end of King street,
three a. m. he smelled something
‘burnime and made a search buat
could Yind nothing.  forty minutes
later the fire in the Warless store
broke out ali of a sudden., He paid
that the fire broke out all of asud-
den like a flash.

About

the losers in the fire, estiniates his
loss at. about $5,000 or $7,000. He
has insurance for $10,000. ° At the
time of stocktaking he had  §18,000
worth of stock and he has since add-
ed to it $6,006.

e
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WORTHY MEN
ARE CHOSEN

Two Esteemed East Kent
Citizens Selected by the
Ontario Government

Wm Wigle Appointed as Game Ward-
en and Henry Osborne as ' Fishery
Overseer.

e

Wm. Wigle, of Howard Townshijy
has been ‘officiar'y appointed by the
Provinoial Government game warden
for the westera dhtnot to M
Quallins,

Henry Osborve, of M, J)u hoa
appointed fishery overseer -om the
Thames River from Ip)hvilh to
Middlesex .Euty‘ Jine, susceeding
‘MoRitchie, Osborneé is oclerk of
Zone and an honorable men of ex-
cellent standing in. the community,
These two appointments in East
Kut are excellent m in eve:

A. H. Pattersou, who was one of .

*




