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It must be admitted that “retaining walls” in Canada have had
but a poor or short-lived record; unless it be argued that their . .
durability should, in the interests of the working classes, not be too ‘,'i'_,)
persistent. But, as an engineer, the writer can not admit this. Y
He has been associated with the reconstruc¢tion of many of these
walls, and has witnessed the failure of so many others as to be
entitled to say a word on the subject.

The City of Quebec is preeminently one of retaining walls; many
of its streets on the inclined or hilly frontage of the town having
had to be supported on the down side to level them up to neces-
sary grade. i -

These walls have almost' without exception been made unduly
thin and altogether too much so to withstand the then pressures
against them, or the stresses liable to obtain thereafter. * °’

The Des Carrieres Street wall of some 600 feet in extent, in rear
of Dufferin Terrace, erected about 60 years ago, under Government

’ control, stood its own for only 30 years, and was rebuilt again
under Government superintendence and at Government expense,
it being then an enclosure wall-of the so-called Governor's Garden
of the period. This second edition of the structure again gave
way to the earth pressure from in rear of it, and was rebuilt or
erected a third time within the last few years under the writer’s
term of office as City Engineer, and at the cost of the city.

The retaining wall of the old pazjiament site at the head of
Mountain Hill has daring the sarge period of 60 years been rebuilt
not less than twice. )

The same fate has overtaken the Artillery Stree! wall, the
Dambourges Street wall; and mlout of those along the north side




