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municipal CouiicilB iiavo oxeroisod this power in the past. Foe
examjjle, in 1887 tho Council of this city in one by-lnw, cut off 74
tiivern licenses and 1(5 shop liocnsos. The Council of If.-unilton in
1894, by a by-liuv. cutolT 19 tavern licenses and 10 shop licenses. In
Lond(iii in 18J)2, throui;ii exisfin^r procedure of r'jduetion by by-law,
ihoro wore cut o) 7 tn.^ ' " Ihi.^iuscs and 4 shop Hoonses. In Ottawn
^^nl>' ]:uit ynar—a fow 'iiontlia ago.—provisions wore made for
'litiii;; off !ft tavern licen.sc:. So that this retaining in the muni-
cipal councils tho power to reduce is no idle power s^iven to tliem.
They lnvc used tho power, and hiive used it so as to cut off 105
taverns and 30 shops in the four instances : and 1 liave only girou
soDio 01 tlie instances of tlie kind which, if time allowed, I might
cite to the House.

Tho other side to this question i^ that only a few mutiicipalities
ha\'o availed tliemselves of this power. Wo leani this lesson froin
that fact, viz : (bat imbHc sentiment is perhaps not advanced far

enougJi to warrant this House in making a more extreme provision
j«5 to this population limit than we are now asking the Hoase fco

ado]>t.

Some weeks ago I attempted to got somi- useful information from
our License Boards in tlic 07 license districts. I havo been able to
got information from 15, nearly one-hulf of the Boards, and 4.38 muni-
cipalities wliioh is ;rioro ihan i-iu-lvilf of the total number of muni-
cipalities. Tiio in.f, ;i,iati''i T liHvo 1 behcvc to \k mstructivo and i

know it, wiil iatcivsL hi,i,.,inble nion:b^ i x. The information come-s
frou) 43S nununp.-Jit^ic^. Out of that 438, 105 have lioretofora
taken advanta-re of the power given to municipalities to reduce the
number of licenses by by-law, so thai, one-fuiartcr of the number of

municijiuiiiii s 'vtUiave neard from have taken ad\antage of tliat

I>rovision of tJie law, and only one-quarter. Now still further, in
seven out of these 105 which ])assed hy-laws, no limitation was pro-
vided as to the number of taverns ; and in 08 of them, liaK of tiia

105, fhei-e w..
;
no limit.'ition as to the number of shops. But this

other fact is very interesting, viz., that in ;!5 cases the municipali-

ties through their Councils reconsidered the by-laws. Now wliatd'd

they do upon reconsidering tlie question ? In twenty out of thirty-

five cases, tlie municipal Council in reconsidering the conclusion

they had previously come to, extended the limit and gi-antcd mijre

licenses ; and fifteen did rlie reverse, and reduced the nu/u-

ber ; shewing that perhaps it is wise to go .slowly, inasmuch as it


