
CoBjojissioD should ia a''l respects be the
•ame as the Committee, with the power
t >take evidence on oath superadded. At
tbi« meeting M. Douion moved that Sir
Francis Hincks be examined, but Mr.
Jamm Macdonald, after askiog to have
their instructions read which were, "that
" the witimses be examined on oath "

moved in amendment that as the Oaths
Bill has been disallowed "and this Com-
"mittee was instructed to examine
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ttitosjaes under oath, ' Besolved, that
" thfty cannot be examined until further
" instructed by the House-as witnesses
"cannot be examined before the Com-
" mittee without being sworn,' " and on
this the London Times (15 Aug.) says :

"AnyEngliBh lawyer will say that as
''they [the Committee] could not do
" this [examine undef oath] they could
" do nothing. " We may with great pro-
priety quote English opinion on ques-
tions touching Parliamentary prac-
tice, for in Parliamentary govern-
ment Ihey, the English, are the
teachers, the loaders of all nations,
however ashamed we may be of their
ignorance of our geography, our history,
and other local matters. The Committee
adjourned on motion of M. Blanohet
untill3th of August to meet in Ottawa.
On meeting atOttawa on the 13th August,
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Mr. Blake moved the adjourn-
inent of the Committee till the 14th, and
in the absence of M. Dobion
the moiion was carried, in opposi-
tioa to M. Blatschet's motion to
report to the House. But the
House was prorogued on the 13th
in accordance with the general un-
derstanding of both Parties and Sir John
Macdo.n-ald's anaouDcement at its ad-
journment ia May. The Governor-
General la bis aoswec on that day
(the 13th) to the memorial praying him
"not to p'orogue Pa tliament"— replied
that « were it possible at the preseot lime
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to make a call of the House, my per-
''^ Bonal embarassment would disappear,

. but this is a phyaicalimfiosaibility."

On the 13ih of Ausiust, a memorial,
signed by ninoty-one members >aa Hou<re
of two hundred, was preieoted toibe
Governor-Gene ra), stating that four
months had elapsed since Mr. Huntin'c
Tox bud made grave charge, of coriop.
tion against his constitutional edviserj •

that, although the House hr-i appointed
a Committee to inquire inlo these charge^
the proceedings had, on various grounds,
been postponed

; that thehoaourof the
country required that no further delay
should take place in the investigation _
which it is the duty and the undoubtfd
right and privilege of the Commons.,
prosecute

; that any attempt to postpor,
this inquiry or to remove it from the
House, woulu creite the most interne
dissatisfaction. Li this memorial com-'
plaints of postponement of the inqui-y
are twice made. The only postponement
asked by the Ministry is that of the 5th
of May, to allow time for the return from
Europe of the three principal persons ac
cused-Sir GEORaB Cartieb, Sir Hugh
Allan, and Mr. Abbott—and none wi'l
say that the request to adjourn to allow
the accused to be present at their trial
was unreasonable

; but it would have
been unjust to the last degree and against
all precedent to try them in the ir ab-
sence, and without the possibility of their
being present at that time. After the
House had decided that witnesses muet
be examined on oath, the Committee
could not take evidence till the Oatbs
Bill became law. and the complaints of
delays previously to the 5th of May wexa
without foundation.

But.the Opposition were themselves
the chief cause of the delays; first in
Parliament, in not heeding ,Sir John
Macdonald's warning that they were
exceeding their poscerj in pasjiag a a
Oaths BiU; E8condly, in refusing b'l ofler
of a Roval ^!ommica;/^n * r•••" fj cAomiOB Wit
Desses on oath; and thirdly, iaMoa-
treal,onthe2nd July, ia rejecting the
offer to appoint a Royal Commission,
making the five members appointed by

'i


