
IIKLIOION NOT CimiSTIANlTV.

cotl-

in trjught, «n<l Uie seo«ln<»f MMptioium town

which inii4 Ui r«)oU»rl out In aflur Y<nrn to

tiliiiit lh«i in.;orruptil»l«J whmI of th« Word.

Tho.Mj obvifuu truidtnii «niKH'lHUy denmml

MUoniirtii from th« rising (ftsnomlion of our

>.«ry lllH>rHl naa, who arti lo*! to think thnt

th« only coiwUtoMt vi«w« of rMJigion nro to

hold no \i<'W» lit hII, that rolij^ioun conmn-

t4'iioy \n illilKiriilily, »n«l h m\em\ jtM\loiny

for O.kI'h truth is hij(otry,wh<i«' iniudHjuis

w» lfi4vunod witli tlio politicul criHjfl th»t

wo Clin only Im« ortlunlox (Jhrintinn« l>y

!>iyin;^ oi|UHi rov<mino<i to nil fo^ins of fiittli,

IiImo or truo. I low ftnv in any cormniitjlty

hiivo nay <Ioci(lod roIij;iouM viown or ovon

aim, if ilioy aim at anytliin<,' ataU, h'\\j}\vr

than mom reguiaritv o? lifo; how fow aro

uhle to ffivt an annper to every mam that

hnvfl ov«r b«w« inoro ««.i1ou« than th«

Clirintiiin in«mlKjni of th« chunh of O.xT.

Uid you mo a -iHKjr d«'lu iwl Hin«loo lying

on 11 IhwI of wpiiiiM, projiitintinuf hi* «oiIji,

howo\ur you mlj^tit pity tlw HlMurdity of

hin Iwliiif, you oould not doubt th« sin-

cority of hii d«vutii>n. Who more utrictly

r«ligi«)Urt than tliowj to whom our Ii<>rd

Miid, " tlio pnldknM and hnrloit go into

th« kingdom »/ (Jod hfjitre yow." Iffiia-

tiuH lioyolu wan moro rolinioll^ unci-incwl

.

moio, Hlid did tnoio for bin chunih thiin

any hutjdro«l IVotOMtHntj* Iuiyo don« ninco

for GluiHt. Loiiid XIV. of Franco, and

Ilonry Vlll. of Knj^land, woro m)t the

bt!Ht oxponontM of Chri:Uifliiity, ytit both

woro vorv rcliKiou>s iho ono wan so very

<lovout and rMgular in tho formn of wor^

asketh 'their rmnolfor the ho/w that h m Hhip «h U> bo .tj «cl " Mc«t C m«t.an

them. Aro not iwoplo moHtly of opinion tho other, " Dofoudor of tho taltb. IIH

• ' i .. .
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ProtoHtant daughter, Elizabeth, wan very

roligiouB and a ffroftt mlmirer of the Bible.

" I walk," wiid nhe, •• many timeii in the

pleasant fieldn of the IU»ly ScriptureN

whore I pluck up tho goodlinomo herb« of

nenteiicea 'by pruning, oat them by reading,

digest them by musing, so that^ bavmg

tasted their swootnoss, I may leas perceive

the bittornew* of lifo." But her last

momenta leatl ua to fear, notwithstanding

her admiration of tho Sctipturos, that she

was ignorant of the moBt precious and di»-

tinguwhing twth which could alone apeak

peaco to her trouble<l conscience—salva-

tion by tho blood of Jesus Christ When

dying she cried out '^ An inch ^of time--

millipna of money for an iooh of tinio.

Sho had beep used to have a now dresa

every day, and had ten thousand costly

droBseo in her wardrobe, jei her sonl was

naked, she had not the wedding garment^

the fine linen clean and white which istht

nghUousMMS of sainla. VjilueloM then

r

that all mydes" of roligioiis belief are

equally safo; throufjch tho death of CliriHt

(}(k1 is i-omloroil so morciful there is a

gonoml imimniiy in sin, and all will moot

m heaven at Lint, howovur far tliov are on

earth from that «ownesM of life, that faitii,

that roiwiitanco unto salvation, that narrow

way and straight gate, which tho author

of ChriHtianity has aM8urod,Us fow shall

find. Our Lord asgUlfrt. expressly that

they who boUevo W^rtlio truths of tho

Gospel shall l>o damned, as that they who

believe them shall be save«l. Ift it not then,

of tho utmost importance that we should
*
clearly difitinguisli between the religion of

God and tho invontions of roan.

Religion, divinity, and theology are Latin

and Greek terms ofheathen origm, although

custom' and use have fixed their sense to

Christian doctrines taken out of the Scrip-

turea. The moat ancient hdftthen writers

were called Theologues, the Egyptians and

Chaldeans had tEoir theology. Chris-
"^[^'^'JT'^^i^i^Y^-^ptor and daisic

tianity, then, is genorally a religion— was all her bwuuroim^P .

^speciily. the rolgon of Christians.-- !«?»«?:„ :.^:;^l;fl?,T^f tt W^ariZ ^—Bolig'ton, correctly speaking, should be

considered either as h«ithen or Christian,

the one is fromnatural or supernatural

tho light of nature, the other from divine

vftyfllation. The PerMans, Greeks, and an

cient Britons, with their Druid^ Bards and

VatoB wore far more religious than modem

Christians. AUnations have somereligion.

Almost all wars have been religions wars.

The first man who ever died, died for re-

ligion. The followers of fiJae leligions

which am turq the hut of the begjgar into

tho palace of God—thiP truth which enar

bled the poet Cowper'a poor village tooe

girito

and road with sparkling eyea.
'Bejoicft,

Hot titie cieiw to mansioiw in ffiei

the truth which enabled another Elizabethj

the poor Dairyman'* Daughter, unon he»

dying bed of straw, to exclaim—«' Victory,

VKtwy, through our Lord Jeaua Chrwtr^


